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ADVERTISEMENT. 

X HE present edition of the Life of Dean Colet lias 
been undertaken by the Delegates of the Clarendon 
Press, at the solicitation of several distinguished per- 
sons connected with St. Paul's School. The original 
edition having been long out of print, it was sug- 
gested, that a new one would be acceptable to the 
public at laigerbut particularly so to those persons 
educated on Dean Colet's foundation ; and accord- 
ingly it has been deemed expedient to reprint Dr. 
Knight's Life without alteration. Manifest errors 
however have been corrected, the references verified, 
and the quotations, and records in the Appendix, 
collated. A few notes have been added from the 
margins of copies in the Bodleian Library, and the 
Index enlarged. 

The Plates have been entirely re-engraved; and 
the Delegates have to acknowledge a donation of an 
hundred guineas from the Mercers' Company, for 
that purpose, which has materially lessened the price 
of the publication. 



June 6, 18SS. 
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TO 
THB BIGHT HONOUBABLB 

SPENCER COMPTON, ESQ. 

SPEAKER TO THE HONOURABLE THE HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Suu 

JL OUR known affection to St. Paul's school em- 
boldens me to beg jour patronage to the ensuing 
Idfe of our great founder, dean Colet ; who, as he 
deserved well of mankind in general, so of those 
more espedallj' who have had the happiness of 
being educated in his school: the which, among 
other great names, has reason to boast of you, as one 
of its chief worthies. Your great abilities have ren- 
dered you very eminently serviceable to the public 
in a post of great honour ; and how well you have 
acquitted yourself in it, the universal sufirages of a 
British parliament have abundantly testified, by 
choosing you this second time to preside over them. 
I know your great load of public cares will not 
allow you much time for reading the many books 
with which the press is continually teeming; but 
when your leisure will permit you to relax from 
your more weighty business, you will not perhaps 
think it labour quite lost, to look back upon that 
time when religion and learning did, after many 
and great struggles, get the better of ignorance and 
superstition, and in which you wiU find dean Colet 
to have made a glorious stand in defence of the 
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vi THE DEDICATION. 

truth. But I shall not forestal any part of the 
ensuing narrative ; which, as I designed it for the 
honour of our school, so I hope it will not be 
ungrateful to our schoolfellows in general We 
have lately lost two persons of the most exalted 
stations that our school could glory in, viz. the 
dukes of Marlborough and Manchester : from whom, 
as we have had many instances of favour, we might 
(if they had lived longer) have expected more. But 
we have still a patron in you, who (we doubt not) 
will go on to countenance every thing that tends to- 
wards the .honour and benefit of St. Paul's school. 
In confidence of which, I beg leaye to subscribe my- 
self. 

Sir, 
Your most obliged, 
humble servant, 

SAMUEL KNIGHT. 
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A 

PREFATORY EPISTLE 



TO THE 



MAST£R, WARDENS, AND ASSISTANTS OF THE 
WORSfflPFUL COMPANY OF MERCERS. 

Gentlemen, 

As our good founder, dean Colet, thought you 
worthy of the patronage of one of the best endowed 
schools in this kingdom ; and as you have all along 
with great care discharged that trust, and for above 
two hundred years have given sufficient proofs thai 
jour company have been ambitious of letting the 
world see, that dean Colet knew what he did when 
he chose you to this honour ; I could not, upon so 
fair an opportunity, but make this honourable men- 
tion of you. It is a very melancholy reflection, that 
there should be so many charitable donations that 
prove abortive through the mismanagement (not to 
say worse) of those to whose care they have been 
intrusted: but amidst all the sad havock that has 
been made of such good designs, St. Paul's school 
has always kept up its reputation, and will (I hope) 
be always a lasting monument of your company's 
care and integrity. Who then can envy you the 
pleasure of seeing the happy fruits of your labour*^ 
and the plentifiil harvest which the world hath re- 
ceived from this fruitAil seminary of religion and 
learning by your means? And I doubt not, but that 
God's blessing, which maketh rich, has been plenti- 
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fully bestowed upon jou, for jour very great regard 
to the trust reposed in jou by so great and so good 
a man : and that as your company have, so they al- 
ways will, look upon the solemnity of those words in 
his statutes, wherein he commits this charge unto 
you, with that due regard, that you may not only 
avoid the horrid consequences of ever hereafter be- 
traying your trust, but also reap both now and ever 
the blessings he mentions, as inducements to your 
faithftdness to that foundation; for which he was 
contented, even in his lifetime, almost to strip him- 
self of his very patrimony, and to make himself poor 
for its more liberal endowment His words are very 
expressive, especially where we find him ** calling 
^ the dredefiill God to loke upon them (the mercers) 
*' in all suche besynesse and exorting them to feare 
** the terrible judgement of God which seeth in 
** darknesse and shaU render to every man accord- 
** ing to his workes and finally praying the great 
'^ Lorde of mercye for theyre faythfiil dealing in 
** this matter now and alwaye to send unto them in 
<< this worlde muche wealthe and prosperyte and 
" after this lyfe much joye and glorye.** And of this 
he seemed so well assured, that in the paragraph 
wherein he gives liberty to declare the statutes, L e. 
provide against their insufficiency, or, for good rea- 
sons, make any alteration for the better, (a power 
not often lodged in trustees' hands,) he tells the 
world, that he did it ^ in consideration of the assured 
** truthe and circumspect wisdome and faythfuU 
** goodnes of the most honest and substantial felow- 
'^ shippe of the mercery of London to whome I have 
'' (says he) commytted all the care of the sdioole 
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^ and also belevyng verely that they shall allwaje 
** drede the great wrath of God." The words are 
so very weighty and solemn, that they need no com- 
ment: may they be as effectual hereafter as they 
have hitherto been, and your company can never 
want the honour they deserve. As to my own part, 
gratitude obliges me to make this public acknow- 
ledgment, since I am not only descended from your 
worshipful company, by my father's having the ho- 
nour to be free of it, but more especially for the in- 
valuable benefit I have received by my education in 
this your school That you may live and flourish 
under the auspicious guidance of a good Providence, 
and as you bear the first place in rank and credit 
amongst all the companies of the greatest trading 
and most wealthy city in Europe, so that you may 
hand down the same privileges and advantages to 
your successors, when you are gone to reap the re- 
wards of being faithful stewards in a better world, 
is the hearty and sincere wish of 

Your most obliged, 
humble servant, 

S. K. 
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THE 

INTRODUCTION. 



J. HOUGH it may posably be thought, by some less cu- 
.lioiis persons, a needless undertaking to write the life of 
Dean Colet, who lived above two centuries ago, even before 
the blessed reformation of religion in this nation, eispedally 
ance there have been some short essays of this nature al- 
ready published : to obviate any objection of this nature, I 
shall only observe, that if there were no particular obliga- 
tions to revive the memory of him, by reason of the noble 
foundation of his school, yet he was so considerable a man 
in other respects, that we cannot think it will be unaccept- 
able to the public, to ^ve a more full character of him 
than has been done as yet by any that have undertaken it 
Indeed we find only loose and scattered memorials of him, 
and withal so much condseness, so many very material cir- 
cumstances omitted, so many facts (if touched upon) yet 
not pursued or set in a proper light, that the writers seemed 
to have had nothing more in view than just to let us know 
that there was once such a person living. But sure so great 
a man, as he will appear to be by the following narrative, 
deserves more than a bare remembrance, and merited too 
well of mankind to be put off with so slight a history. So 
mudi is mentioned by some of these writers as may help us 
to form an imperfect idea of him, but not enough to satisfy 
an inquimtive reader. I have therefore ventured upon larger 
memoirs of dean Colet, collected fix>m the most authentic 
accounts of that time; and have diligentiy searched into 
the writings of his contemporaries, and from them illustrated 
the following Life. And here I must own, with the utmost 
gratitude, that I have received great assistance and encou- 
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ragement from the right reverend White, lord bishop of 
Peterborough; who, by furnishing me with his very va- 
luable collections, engaged me first in paying this debt of 
gratitude to the noble founder of St. Paulas school, wherein 
I had the happiness of a good part of my education. But 
this was not the only, though the chief motive to this work. 
There is no period of time deserves more, and yet is so little 
known in our English history, as the fifty years preceding 
the reformation, which include the latter part o{ Henry 
VII. and the beginning of Henry VIIL'^s reign : in whidi 
time true religion and useful learning were just dawning 
upon the world, and the great Erasmus and hk friend dean 
Colet, the great forerunners of the reformation, flourished. 
Of this time there is Ettle to be met with in any of our 
printed books. I thought therefore this defect might be 
in some measure supplied in the Life of Dean Cdet: whom, 
though I cannot call a protestaat, yet certainly he did great 
service towards the reformation ; and what he suffered by 
doing his duty, and speaking his mind freely, sufficiently 
testifies his sincerity: for it cannot possibly be thou^t 
otherwise, if we consider how warmly, in his sermon before 
the convocation, he attacks the corrupt clergy of his time ; 
for which freedom of speech he was never forgiven by 
them, though other reasons were pretended for their yi 
usage of him. One would wonder, that almost all the o^ 
count that we have of so considerable a person is from that 
learned foreigner Erasmus, who had experienced his for- 
vours while he sojourned here in England : but as he had 
kit England many years before CoWs death, and his 
friends were too dack in sending in their materials, we 
could not but fall very short of several things which we 
might otherwise have hoped for. Lupset was a peraon, by 
reason of his intimacy with him, that m^ht have done good 
service in this affm ; but he was (as one styles him) 7nr in 
Ofnnibua ^Hinabundas, and too unmindful of his oU pa- 
tron. It must be owned, it is a loss to the world, that Eras- 
mus did not pursue his design of more fully publishing the 
life of his friend ; but, as in^rfoct as it is, we are mud^ 
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inddiyted to lum for that small Bketch he hath given us of 
faim in his ejnstle to Justus Jonas, which is the best and 
moat entire account that we have transmitted to us of him^ 
though he doth veiy often occasionally make mention of 
him in several other parts of his works : these being care- 
fully collected, I have inserted in th^ proper places. It is 
very plain, that the writing of lives was not the talent of 
that age, or for a considerable time after; as will be owned 
by any one that reads the very lean and jejune accounts we 
have transmitted to us of the greatest men of that time, 
even by their very best biographers : so that the most use- 
ful and delightfbl part of history seems to have been de- 
signed for the succeeding times. Peter Grassendus^s Life of 
Pdreskius, and Joach. Camerarius^s of Melancthon, were the 
first that led the van in such essays ; and how acceptable 
they and others of the same kind have been to the world, I 
need not say : but I must add, that as it is unpardonable 
in any writer of a modem life to take any thing upon trust, 
or without good authority, (this b^g writing a romance, 
and not a life,) so, it must be confessed, in one at so great a 
distance as this before us it is much more so, since there 
can be no reliance upon any mattans of fact whidi cannot 
be supported by the testimony of coeval writers as vouchers 
to it. I have therefore careftilly inserted the originals from 
whence I had my extracts : which being chiefly Latin, that 
I might not disturb the series of the history to the English 
reader, I have subjoined them to each page ; being sure I 
should not be forgiven by the more learned, if I had de- 
prived them of those valuable transcripts and authorities, 
digested under proper heads, and set in the fiiirest hght, 
which cannot but be acceptable to all lovers of antiquity. I 
wish I could have exactly fixed some niceties in the chro- 
nology €i a few particular circumstances : but this perhaps 
is almost an imposability to compass, and therefore pardon* 
able. From the whole it will appear, that dean C^let was 
a man that any age might value itself upon, though he 
lived in one wherdn men seemed to hve darknus raiher 
4fta» Vk^hiy and wherrin he was as a light shinii^ in that 
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darkness: but the event shewed, that he did at last come 
off more than conqueror over all the opposition that was 
made against him, and the truth he espoused. The very 
opinion that Erasmus, the great restorer of learning through 
Europe, had of him, gives great wei^t to his character : he 
knew his worth, and valued him aoocardingly ; and we find 
he never speaks of him without some preiace of honour and 
esteem. May I add, that perhaps no single life can afford 
a more pleasing entertainment ; there being many wonder- 
ful providences recounted in it, which Meserve a place in 
history. I cannot here conceal my hearty wishes, that we 
would no longer suffer such bright characters of our cpun- 
tryroen to lie buried in oblivion. In our neighbouring 
countries, they think a roan of moderate worth, or endued 
with some few good qualities, deserves a particular remem^ 
brance. Meldiior Adamus's collection formerly, and Hen. 
Witten^s lately, do abundantly confirm this observation: 
and shall we suffer so much of the history of religion and 
learning as falls in with this life to pass by unobserved by 
us? It is a carelessness not to be forgiven, that we are ge- 
nerally too negligent in this point; especially since there is 
one advantage, amongst other disadvantages, in transmit- 
ting any actions so remote from our own times, that we are 
in no fear of disobli^g any one whatsoever, but may speak 
the. truth without any reserve, or danger of offending, 
though the difficulty in getting together materials is greater 
than in more modem accounts : whereas in writing the life 
of any person nearer our time, we find, too often, that that 
impartiality is wanting which becomes an historian, and 
^ther the suppressing of some ungrateful truth, or the 
venting of some plausible falsehood, are the unhappy stum- 
blingblocks that few get over. I shall add no more on 
this head, but leave the reader to judge of and reflect 
upon the supereminent worth of this great man: which 
must afford him this melancholy thought, that when so 
dark and ignorant an age as that was wherein dean Colet 
lived, did form a person of such excellent qualities, and 
furnish him out wiUi such attainments, the succeeding ages 
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since haTe not been propordonably productiye of many 
fike him ; though all the advantages, both from religion 
and learning, have concurred towards heightening the de- 
grees of virtue and goodness in mankind to a more heroic 
pitch of piety than could possibly be expected in those 
times. And if the church of Rome would arrogate the ho- 
noor of this great man to herself, because he died in her 
communion^ yet the many passages in the following history 
will suffidently evince, that Dr. Colet was at least a happy 
forerunner and promoter of the reformation, and alarmed 
this nation first toward the throwing off the yoke of super- 
stition and popery. 

As to the manuscripts which he left behind him, though 
he was an Oxford man, yet it so happens that there are 
none of them in that university, but are only to be found 
in that of Cambridge. The comments upon the Epstles 
to the Corinthians, now in Emanuel college in Cambridge, 
were given to that society by the reverend Dr. Anth. Tuck- 
ney, (first of that college, afterwards master of St John^s 
college in Cambridge.) The same comments are in the 
most incomparable Ubrary of Corpus Christi college in Cam- 
bridge, given by archbishop Parker, and has at the end 
thereof the beginning of a commentary on Genesis, no 
where else to be met with, and not so much as taken notice 
of in Dr. Bemard^s Catalogue of Manuscripts, or in that 
more exact one of this library published by the reverend 
Dr. Stanley, one of the late masters of the said college : it 
begins thus ; Miror sane to, optime Radulphef guum volu- 
iiHj &C.; and yet, though this is an imperfect work, the 
firagments of this good man may be accounted a trea- 
sure. There is a note under bishop Tunstal^s own hand 
upon this manuscript, which shews that the dean had writ 
many other things, but they were lost by the carelessness of 
his servants: his words are, Super sunt muUa ab eodem 
Joanne Colet scripta in 2>. Paulum, $ed puerorum incuria 
jperieruni. This very valuable manuscript was writ by dean 
Colet^s amanuensis. Pet Me^en ; of whom I shall make 
mention hereafter, when I shall have occasion to speak of 
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that very famous manuscript, and the curioU9 pkture in it, 
which is also in the same library* 

The late reverend Dr. Tho. Gale left a manuscript of our 
dean^s amongst his very valuable collection, now in the pos* 
session of Roger Gale, esq. and it is one of the fairest of his 
extant, as well as the only one of the kind: for as those 
others before mentioned are prolix commentaries upon the 
apostolical epistles, this is wholly in the analytical way, and 
seems to be a summary of his more larger comments. The 
doctor has, with hiff own hand, in the beginning of this ma- 
nuscript, told us, that he had no reason to doubt of its 
being the genuine work of dean Colet; the style, manner, 
and phraseology of it agreeing with another manuscript in 
the chapter^-house at St. PauPs, writ by dean Colef s own 
hand. And I cannot but remark, that there is not the least 
tincture of popery throughout the whole. What Mr. Tha 
Smith says of the dean^s comments on the Epistles, writ 
by his own hand, together with his last will and statutes of 
the school, as they are not now to be found, so it may be 
presumed that they were with the old fJEibric, both school 
and library, consumed together. 

His comments upon St Paulas Epistles to the Romans 
and Cmnthians, in the public library of the university of 
Cambridge, seem also to be the donation q{ archbishop Par- 
ker; and very probably were bought by him of the ex* 
ecutors of dean Colet, who were ordered to dispose of them 
by his will. This book contains, besides his comments, se- 
veral other pieces of his, which are no where else extant, via. 
De Angelis cceileHique Hierarchiay and that epistle of his to 
the abbot of Winchelcomb ; the latter of which is published 
in the Appendix : this also is a very fedr and beautiful ma- 
nuscript His sermon to the convocation, though I have 
given an abstract of it in the body of the book, yet the <»i- 
ginal being not to be met with but in the Bodleian library, 
I have printed it at large ; as also the English translation^ 
printed the same year as the Latin, and very probably 
translated into English by the dean himself, for which I 
am beholden to the lord bishop of Peterborough. I should 
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have been glad that I could have given a^plate of die old 
sdiool, but there is not any extant. From a plan of Lon- 
don before the fire, it appears in a quite different form from 
that which is now rebuilt in a much more magnificent 
manner ; a plate whereof is owing to the favour of John 
Bridges, esq. who is well known to be an encourager of 
every thing that tends to public service. 

I could have enlarged my account both of masters and 
scholars of this school, but that would have been to have 
writ many lives instead of one. All that I have done then 
is only to keep up the remembrance of persons who have 
made any sort of figure in the world, though in different 
capacities; especially I have omitted none who have been 
writers. The continuation thereof may be hereafter under- 
taken with great ease, if the school-re^ster be kept in a 
m(H« perfect way than it hitherto has been. I have added 
at the end a catalogue of the school-library : which I hope 
will not be without its use, either as a direction to bene- 
fiictors what books to ^ve, or to the succeeding stewards of 
the feast what books to buy ; or at least it may serve for 
a good model for a school-library, it containing an excellent 
collection of classical learning. 

As to his effigies, it was taken by the best hand I could 
find, fromi a valuable painting, which was, many years ago, 
the reverend Dr. John Worthington^s, (a great admirer both 
of dean Colet and his fnend Erasmus;) after whose death 
it cam^ into the hands of Dr. Stillingfleet, late lord bishop 
of Worcester ; and after that bishop^s decease, was reco- 
vered by my worthy Mend the doctor^s son, (Mr. John 
Worthington,) to whom I am obliged for this, as well as 
other kind offices. It seems there is another ancient picture 
of dean Colet, in the possession*of Thomas Slater-Bacon, of 
Lynton in Cambridgeshire, esq. which resembles much that 
which Holland gives of him in his Heroologia Jriglica. 

I could have wished, that the reverend Mr. John Pos- 
tlethwayte had gone through with his design in repubUsh- 
bg the life of Dean Colet by Erasmus, with his own* re- 
marks; which he purposed to have published in the original 
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Latin, with that of one of his successors, dean Barwick. 
The reverend Mr. Bedford has lately made public the latter 
of these, both in Latin and Enghsh. For what reason 
these two lives were to be joined together I know not, un^ 
less upon that of their being deans of the same church: 
both of them indeed were excellent men in their respective 
times; but the circumstances of their hves were so very dif- 
ferent, that they cannot possibly admit of an exact parallel. 

It were also to be wished, since Erasmus follows the ex- 
ample of Plutarch, and gives us a parallel between two very 
excellent persons, that he had chosen another of cHir coun- 
trymen, rather than gone to France for the character of 
Vitrarius : who, though it must be owned he was a very 
pious man, yet, considering the different way of life in 
which he was engaged from that of dean Colet, (the one 
being a recluse, and the other as active as any one of his 
function in the age he Uved,) by no means is that parallel 
just or proper. 

As to any opinions which may seem peculiar to the dean, 
and may either be observed in the following account of 
him, or in any of his manuscripts now extant, the foDowing 
seem most remarkable, viz. that in his comment on 1 Cor* 
vi« he doth scarce allow gmng to kw ; and in the seventh 
chapter of the same epistle he allows not marriage to be 
lawful, but only as a remedy cofUra incontinentiam; ut ubi 
nan sentUur iUa infirmUaSy ibi iOa ad nuptias licentia non 
est fuurpanda. Nor did he think it necessary that Chris- 
tians should marry for the b^etting of children; for ** that,^ 
saith he, << might be left to the Gentiles."" <' But what if 
<< the Gentiles should be all converted?"" <' Then,"" saith 
he, <^ the kingdom of God was come ; then would the world 
^< be sanctus et anitno et corpare ; then would the end be, 
^ and God all in all,"" &c« These, and such like notions, 
must be looked upon as nostrums; without which we shall 
find few writers free, and therefore they ought to be judged 
of candidly and fairly. 

I did design to have given in the following life more of 
the history of the learned Erasmus, especially that part of 
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his life which he spent in England ; but that being like to 
swell the volume beyond what I designed, I shall rather 
polilisli it by itself: and it may very well serve as a supple- 
ment to dean Colet's Life, since it will illustrate the history 
of the same time, and will afford a very pleasant, and even 
new, entertainment, to all who desire to have a fuller account 
dion has yet been given of that prodigy of learning. 

As I have in this work spared no pains to make it as 
perfect as I could, so I must gratefully own, that besides 
those worthy persons before mentioned, I have received 
good asfiistance from my spedal friends, the reverend and 
lesmed Dr. Tanner, chancellor of Norwich ; Roger Gale, 
esq.; and Mr. Sam. Gale ; as also firom Mr. Will. Colet, of 
Hale nemr Wendover, who, by the loan of an old family- 
book, furnished me with the particulaFs of the dean'^s spi- 
ritual and temporal revenues, and the settlement of his city 
estate upon St Paulas school, which is very nice and cu- 
rious, and whereof there is no mention in his last will and 
testament; which, however, with his father^ ni* Henry 
Colet\ I have copied out of the Prerogative-office at full 
length, and inserted in the Appendix. Out of the afore- 
mentioned manuscript is also extracted a short Pedigree of 
the family of the Colets, delineated in the next page, which 
I could not with any certainty carry higher: and in the 
same manuscript, sir Tho. More, though not mentioned 
in dean Colet^s will, appears to be a trustee in setthng his 
lands after his death by a deed of feoi&nent made to John 
Colet, mercer, kinsman to the said dean. 

The faults that have escaped the press I hope will can- 
didly be imputed to the negligence of the transcribers, or 
the author^s frequent absence from the press. 

I shall add no more, but conclude with wishing, that this 
essay may at least have the good effect of engaging some of 
the scholars of other great schools to do hke justice to the 
memories of their founders, and the persons of note bred in 
their respective seminaries. 
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7^ Pedigree tfihe Cdleta^ o^fifr as can be diecovered by 
the deeds in the Mfa/mSly booh. 



Robert 



Richard Colet | 



Colet of 
Weudorer - Bar- 
row, from 5 to 24 
Hen. VI. dead 
before 11 Ed. IV. 



ThoD 



Margaret 
his wife 



omas Colet 
of WendoTer, 
9-12 Ed. IV. 



William Colet 
of WendOTer, 
20 Hen. VIII. 



JohnColetyd- 
tizen and mer- 
cer of London 
17-24H.VIII. 



Kateryne 



Katfaerine 
daughter 
of Tho. 
WhaU, of 
London, 
•alter 



John Colet, 
citizen and 
mercer of 
London, di- 
ed before 11 
Ed. IV. 



Sir Hen. Co- 
let, knight, 
citizen, mer- 
cer, alderman, 
ahoiff, and 
mayor of Lond. 
oocoFi fitm 
12 Ed. IV. 
tol8Hen.VIL 



Rob.C. 


Jobn JeffB- 


AUoeC. 


AnnC. 


of Lon- 


C. ryC. 






don, 14 








Ed. IV. 









John Colet, 
dean of St 
Paul's 



Richard, ftc. 



N.B. There was a Henry Colet, who occurs from 5 Hen. V. to 17 Hen. 
VI. and also a MatfaewColet of KymbeU 24 Hen. VI. who died befixe 
29 Hen. VI. and left a widow named Margaret; and a John Colet of 
the Hale in Wendorer, son of Robert Colet of the Hale aforesaid, 
» deceased 32 Hen. VIU. 
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OF 



DR. JOHN COLET. 



J. HIS excellent person was son and heir to sir 
Heniy Colet, knt. a younger son of Robert Colet of 
WendoverS near Ailesbury, in the county of Bucks, 
esq. who was bom in that county, at the manor of 
Hale ; near which place some of his name still con- 
tinue. 

His father being bred a mercer at London, did by 
God's blessing upon his industry arrive to great 
wealth and honour ; retaining always the more emi- 
nent character of a wise and honest man; and his 
good qualities made him soon taken notice of, and 
judged yery fit for one of the chief offices in the dty, 
in a time of trouble and confusion, when a great 



> We. find a will of John Co- 
lett, citizen and mercer of Lon- 
don* dated May 5, 1461, where- 
in he gives to Wendover, Aston, 
and Clinton churches^ 20s, 
eadi; and to Thomas Colet 
his brother, Alice hb wife, Ro- 
bert, John, and Jeffiry, his sons, 
lool. each, probai. Oct. 27, 



1461. [Reg. Stockton, in Cur. 
Praerog. fol. 181. b.] This John 
Colet was, without doubt, a 
near relation to the dean ; and 
perhaps that John Colet, whose 
monument in the church of St. 
Alban*8, Wood-street, London, 
is mentioned by Stow. 
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pestilence reigned there, and the duke of Clarence 
was put to death by the contrivance of his brother 
the duke of Gloucester. He was the elder of the two 
sheriffs of London in the year 1477, 17 Edward IV^ 
And by reason of the mayor's great weakness both 
in body and mind^ a great port of the burden of 
the mayoralty fell to his lot ; which he discharged 
with much credit and reputation to himself, as well 
as honour to the city. In the next short and tyran- 
nical reign of Richard III. he made shift to escape 
his fury, though he was in the interest of his rival, 
Henry duke of Richmond, soon after the renowned 
king Henry VII. In the beginning of whose wise 
and happy reign he was elected lord mayor of Lon- 
don, and soon after knighted. The time of his 
mayoralty was distinguished by a double happiness, 
viz. by the marriage of king Henry and the lady 
Elizabeth, Jan. 18, 1486, which united the housed of 
Lancaster and York ; and by the birth of prince Ar- 
thur in Sept. 1487, whom the king so named in ho- 
nour of the British race. But it was his unhappi- 
ness to bear this honourable office in a time of re- 
bellion, when the earl of Lincoln, lord Lovel, and 
Martin Swart, were actually in arms, though they 
were soon slain in battle. Before he left the chail*, 
he was instrumental towards the rebuilding a new 
cross in West-Cheap in a very beautfiul manner: 

^'MCCCCLXXVII. xvii. Ed- but not so diligently as his pre- 

ward IV. mayor, syr Humphrey decessour dyd, wherefore it was 

Heyforde goldsmith ; sheriffes, not sjjed as it might have ben ; 

master Henry Collet, master and also he was a svcke and 

John Stocker. [Fabian, Graf- feablc man, and had not so 

ton. Stow, &c.] sharpe and quycke mynde^ a» 

<=The mayor, Humphrey Hey- that other had. [Fabian sub 

forde, gouldsmyth, pursued the an. 1478.] 
reparation of the city walls; 
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and he did himself and his office the honour of as- 
serting the Itncient privilege of naming a sheriff, by 
the ceremony of drinking to him : which he made 
more remarkable, in that he drank to his carver, by 
name John Percival^; whom he made immediately to 
cover his head, (before bare,) and to set down aft the 
table, where he was waiting^. When he had been 
tnore than seven years above the chair, he had the 
honour to be called to it a second time, in the year 
1495, 11 Henry VII. which rendered him still more 
famous for his loyalty, prudence, and courage : he 
keeping the peace and fidelity of the dty, when an 
army of rebels from Cornwall were very near it, being 
got as far as Blackheath. This year was farther 
rignali^ed by his Justice upon a person convicted of 
perjury, whom he caused to stand at Paul's cross on 
a Sunday, at sermon time, a spectacle of shame, in a 
coat of painted paper, like that horrible disguise 
which is imposed upon penitents by the inquisition : 
Bs also upon another offender ; who stood in a pil- 
lory at ComMll fbr adulterating of wines ^ But that 



** Sir John Percival, ku (after- 
wards lord mayor of the city,) 
and dame Thomasine his wife, 
were worthy benefiictors to the 
parish of St. Mary Wolnoth. 
The several wills made by them 
both in ancveat writing, are (to 
the parishes great commenda- 
tion) veiy carefully kept and 
preserved in this church, in a 
goodly emdosiire made for that 
purpose, and to be turned over 
litDe folding tables. I have not 
seen the like in any othei^ 
church, saith Mr. Stow, in his 
Survey, ed. 4to. p. 387. 

* Orafton*s Abridgement of 



the Chronicles of England to 
the year 1572. sub anno 
i486. Stow's Survey of Lon- 
don, p. 388. 

^ — On Candlemasse daye 
stood at Powles crosse a man 
disguised in paper, which was 
convict of perjurye. And the 
XXV. daye of Marche stood upon 
the pyllory on Comhyll, a cow- 
per named John Gamelyn, for 
bruyng of wynes, and for 
chaunging of wyn Grek into 
Candy buttes, where through 
wynes Grek were solde for Mal- 
veaeys. [Engl. Chron. MS. 
Cotton^ Vitellius, A. 16.] 
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which brought to him arid his office more than or- 
dinary reputation, both at home and abroad, was 
this : In February this year was concluded a treaty 
of peace and intercourse between England and 
Flanders ; and as the custom then was, for the se- 
curity and warrantry of the peace, besides the re- 
spective princes, the communities, or the chief trad- 
ing towns and cities in each nation, were to be bound 
under their common seals for the mutual observa^ 
tion of it : London being one of the cities, and the 
chief on the part of England, a draught was therefore 
prepared for their common seal to be affixed to, (as 
had been in the conventions between England and 
Scotland, anno 1482, 22 Edward IV. by William 
Heryot, knt. and mayor, and the aldermen of the city 
of London ^.) But the common council would by 
no means agree to the putting of the seal to it ; and 
though the king's prime ministers came to Guild- 
hall to persuade them to it, yet they still suspended 
their assent, and desired a respite of six days, in 
which time they would give their reasons in writing, 
to be laid before the king and his council: which 
was then granted ; but the matter not well admit- 
ting of any such delay, it was afterwards contrived, 
that, instead of the body of the city, the mayor 
alone should give his personal security, and his sin- 
gle bond should be thought equivalent to the public 
faith of that whole community*'. His dutiful sub- 

s See Rymer's Foed. torn. 1 2. above and besyde both the seles 

p* 1 64. of eyther prynces, was graunted 

^ In the moneth of Febr. xi. to diverse townys of this lande 

Hen. VII. was concluded an to be bounde, among the whiche 

amyte and entrecourse between London was one : whiche seal- 

this lande and Flaundera ; and yng, when it sholde have been 

for the assurance of the same, pehburmed, the commons of 
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mission is verj remarkable ; that he should bind 
himself and his heirs to make good the faith and ho- 
nour of the crown. And his loyalty and generosity 
made the king have so Ifirm a respect for him, that 
he was protected from the artifices and insolences of 
Empson and Dudley, while several of the other 
mayors and sherifis, near his time, were fined and 
imprisoned, under some pretence or other of exceed- 
ing their commission in the execution of their offices, 
or being obnoxious to forfeitures and other penal- 
ties of law, by straining of obsolete statutes to op- 
press the subjects, and fiU the exchequer; as sir 
Thomas Kneysworth *, Sir William Capell, and sir 
Lawrence Aylmer. It seems to have been in this 



the cite wolde not be agreable 
tlieTT sele sholde passe : and al- 
beit that my lord Derby, my 
lord tresorer, the chyef justyce 
of England, maister Bray, and 
the maister of the Rolls, by the 
king's commaundment came 
into Guyldhall, to extorte the 
sayd comons for the same ; yet 
in no wyse they wolde not be 
agreable that the towne sele 
sholde passe, but besought the 
sayd lordes to graunt unto tliym 
respite of vi. dayes, trustyng in 
that season to shew in writyng 
soche consyderacyons unto the 
kings grace and his counsaill, 
that his grace sholde be there- 
with w^ contented: whiche 
was to thym graunted, and 
thereupon dyvers billes were 
dy?ysed. Albeit that for the 
hasty spede of my lorde cham- 
berleyne, whiche at that tyme 
was redy to departe to Caleys, 
to kepe suche appoyntment as 
was before concluded, the mayrs 
sele was taken only, as in the 



maner folowith, &c. [See the 
deed in the Appendix.] 

^ Anno 1506. xxii. Hen. VII. 
was Thomas Kneysworth, late 
mayor, and his two sherifis, 
condemned to the king in grete 
somes of money, over peynfull 
prisonment by them in the 
Marshalsea susteyned. 

Anno 1507. syr Willyam Ca- 
pell was agayne put into vexa- 
tyon by sute of the kyng for 
thynges doon by him in the time 
of his mayoraltie. 

Anno 1508. syr William Ca- 
pell, after his imprisonment in 
the counter and sherifiTs house, 
was by the kynges counsayle 
commaunded to the Tower, wher 
he remayned tyl the kyng dyed. 
And in likewyse was syr Law- 
rence Aylmer delt with, and 
commytted to the warde or 
house of Rychard Smyth, shy- 
reve, and ther remayned as pry- 
soner by the space abovesaid. 
[MS. Cotton, Vitdlius. A. 16.] 
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second mayoralty of sir Henry Colat, and under his 
direction, that the solemn chaige was given to the 
quest of wardmote in every ward» as it stands printed 
in the Custumary of London : •* Also yf the? be any 
** paryshe-derke, that ryngeth curfewe after the 
** curfewe be ronge at Bow chyrche, ot Saynt Brydes 
*^ chyrche, or Saynt Gyles without Cripelgat, all 
** such to be presented." Nor was air Henry Colet 
only a good citizen and magistrate, but also parish- 
ioner. Mr. John Stow, in his Survey of I^ondon, 
mentions him as. a great benefactor to St. Anthonie's» 
(now called St. AntUn's,) his parish church, and say^, 
the pictures of him and his wifb, ten sons and ten 
daughters, remain in the glass window on the north 
side of the church. And it must not be forgot, that 
in the year 1505, when the church of Great St. 
Mary's^ in Cambridge, was building for the use of the 
university, his name ^ occurs among the letters writ 
upon that occasion to divers of the prime nobility 
and persons of note, for contributions towards SQ 
goqd a work. After he had filled every relation with 
great reputation and honour, he died of a consider- 
able age, and was buried at Stepney': where his mo- 
nument, still remaining, shews this sir Hen. Colet, 
knt. to have been third son of Robert Colet, esq. 
twice lord mayor of London, and free of the mercers 
company, and father to Dr. John Colet, sometime 
dean of St. Paul's. It was refreshed by the com- 
pany of mercers in the year 1605, on the north side ; 



1^ Liters per di?6vaosinercede batem Westm. [Lib. Procur. 

oonacripts ad regem, matreni Acad. Cantabr.] 
reffSf comitem Oxon. Hen. * See also Norden*8 Middle- 

Colet, M'*" Fyndar» Jo. Mor- sez» p. 39. Lbwis. 
daunt Cancellarium, D**"" Ab- 
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and was repaired the second tin^e at the charge of 
the company of mercers, London, S8th of July, 1697. 
But the ancient epitaph, preserved by Mr. Weever, 
in his book of Funeral Monuments, was this ; ** Here 
" lyeth sir Henry CoUet, knight, twice mayor of 
^ London, who died in the year of our redemption 

Sir Henry Colet^ by his wife Christian, a gentle-^ 
woman of good birth, (probably of the family of Kne- 
vet,) called nobilis muUer by a writer of that age ^ 
had two and twenty children, in an equal number of 
sons and daughters ; of whom the first-bom was our 
John Colet, who within a few years was the only 
surviving comfort to hi$ parents % and might seem 
to be an abundant compensation of Providence for 
the untimely loss of all the rest. 

This Dr. John Cdet was bom at London, within 
the aforaaamed parish of St. Anthony, in the year 
1466. At which time it was reputed a sort of no^ 
bility to be bom and bred in that great city p» and 



™ Letters of fraternity were 
granted by tlie prior and ekap- 
ter of Christ Cburch* Canter- 
bury, to Christina Collett, dated 
Becemb. i, 15 lo. Lbwis. 

" Sane a€cidit> ut &k dnobus 
et viginti filiis quos Henricus 
Coletus ejus pater, civis summa 
niodestia et gravitate, ex Chris- 
tiana uxore» nobili muliere, sus- 
c^ierat, solus ipse superstes 
ftierit, eique patina hsereditai 
venerit. [PoL Vergil, lib. a6.] 

^Natus est e daris et opulen* 
tis parentibus ; idque Londini : 
siquidem pater bis in urbe sua 
pnefecturain tummam gessit» 
quam illi nuyoritatein appellant 
Mater, quae adhuc superest, 



[1519.] iosigni probitate mulier, 
marito suo undecim filios pe- 
perit, ac totidem filias : quorum 
omnium natu maximus erat 
Coletus; ac proinde solus haeres 
futurus, juxta leges Britannicas, 
etiamsi Uli fuissent superstites : 
sed ex omnibus ille superfuit 
solus, cum ilium nosse coepis- 
sem. [Bpist. Erasmi Jod. 
Jone.} 

p Thomas Moras natus est 
Londini ; in qua civitate^ multo 
omnium oelebenrtma, natum et 
edttoatum esse, apud Anglos 
nonnulla nobilitatis pare habe- 
tur. [Epu Erasmi JoanniFabro, 
in ^. lib. 27. edit Bas. 1540. 
p. 1070.] 
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more was expected from such than from others^: 
and we have no reason to doubt, he had his first edu- 
cation there, in that school which bare the name of 
his own parish ; a school which at that time was the 
most eminent of any in London, and soon after gave 
education to one of Colet's most familiar friends, sir 
Thomas More, knt. lord chancellor of England ; as 
afterwards to Dr. Nicholas Heath, archbishop of 
York, and lord chancellor of England, Dr. John 
Whitgift, archbishop of Canterbury, &c. ' 

His mother, after the death of her husband, con« 
tinned at Stepney; living retiredly in that house 
which her son gave afterwards for the safe abode of 
the master of Paul's school in the time of any pesti- 
lential sickness; and where a good house now 
stands, with the bust of Dr. Colet set on the front of 
it. The greatest pleasure she enjoyed there was to 
have the company of her son, and to entertain those 
learned friends he brought along with him ; espe- 
cially the polite and facetious Erasmus, whose con- 
versation she delighted in, and used to talk of him in 
his absence with a particular air of mirth and plea- 
sant freedom of speech. So her son teDs him in a 
letter from that country-house, anno 1516 ^ But 
alas! she there outlived all her comfort in this 



<) Erasmus Joanni Moro ado- Houses of Learning, 
lescenti— <limittamte,sitjbiad- ■ Me, ut facis, ama ; etsiad 

hue unum Aristotelicum apo- nos reversus fiieris, habebis me 

phth^pma recensuero. Cuidam tibi deditissimum. Vale ex rure 

jaetanti sese quod amplae cele- Stepnetiano, apud genetricem ; 

brisque ciiritaiis erat civis ; noli, quseadhuc vivit, et belle senescit, 

inquit, isthuc spectare, sed ex- et de te ssepius hilarem et ju- 

pende, num illustri civitate sis cuodam facit mendonem. [Epi- 

dignus. [Ibid. p. 1 194.] stola Coleti Erasmo suo. Edit. 

' Stow's Survey of London, Basil. 15 21. p. 91.] 
in the chapter of Schools and 
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worlds this her son : which yet she bore like a good 
Christian ; with such cont^ntedness and self-submis- 
sion to the will of God, that Erasmus, many years 
after, dted her for a rare example of patience and 
acquiescence under the loss of children, when he 
comforted his friend Amerbach upon the death of 
his little daughter. << I knew in England," says he, 
** the mother of John C!olet, a matron of singular 
*^ piety : she had by the same husband eleven sons 
*^ and as many daughters ; all which hopeful brood 
** was snatched away from her, except her eldest 
** son ; and she lost her husband, far advanced in 
" years : she her self being come to her 90th year, 
" looked so smooth, and was so cheerful, that you 
** would think she had never shed a tear, nor 
^* brought a child into the world ; and (if I mistake 
** not) she survived her son, dean Colet. Now that 
** which supplied a woman with so much fortitude 
" was not learning, but piety towards God. WiU 
** you then, who are a man, and of so great learning 
** and prudence, and even of courage in other mat- 
" ters, grieve, and talk of dying with a little in- 
«fant^?" 



* Deoessit tibi filiola — 

quid habituri sunius justs que- 
relse adversus Deum ? Quodde- 
dit, gratuitum est, quod, quum 
voluit, datum repoposcit, suo 
jure fecit; neque enim id per- 
petuum esse voluit, sed coramo- 
datitium. Apud Anglos novi 
Joannis Coleti matrenij rans 
pietatis matrooaro; ex eodem 
marito suscepit filios undecira, ' 
filias totidem ; totus ille chorus 
ereptus est uno excepto Coleto» 
qui fuerat natu mazimus; a- 



demptus est et maritus senex 
anui : jam accedebat ad annum 
nonagesiraum, facie tarn inte- 
gra, moribus tarn alacribus, ut 
diceres illam non luxisse un- 
quam, nee peperisse: denique, 
ni fallor, et Coleto supernxit. 
Tantuni animi robur, foeminae 
praestitit, non eruditio, sed pietas 
erga Deum ; et tu, vir, ista doc- 
trina, ista prudentia, ista cae- 
teris in rebus animi praesenda, 
infantuls commoreris ? Friburg. 
BrisgouBt pridie nr>'^as Julii, 
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Having mentioned Erasmus, I cannot forbear acN 
quainting the reader, that as Colet and he were much 
of an age", (which he would sometimes modestly 
hoast of, as an honour to be born about the time this 
great man was,) so afterwards they became the most 
BEoniliar friends imagmable, to the very end of their 
lives. And therefore I shall very mudb rely upon 
his authority; who, being so very intimate with him, 
reported (no doubt) from full information and ex- 
perience whatever account he gives of him. 

What Polydore Vergil, another of his contemporary 
writers, says briefly df him is this : that he was by 
an early and natural disposition inclined to piety 
and religion ; and therefore as soon as he grew to- 
wards a man, and was well instructed in all those 
arts and sciences that are called humanity, he ap- 
plied himself to the stud^ of divinity, choosing St. 
Paul as his particular master, and exercising himself 
perfectly in his writings, both at Oxford and Cam- 
bridge ^ 

Erasmus (more frdly) tdls us, that while he was 
a youth, be run diligently through a course of all 
manner of scholastic philosophy, and deserved his ti- 
tle of master of the liberal arts and sciences, being 
perfectly versed in every one of them. CJicero's virrit- 
ings he had read with great eagerness : and he had 

anno 1533. [Epist Erasmi oessit, atque ab his aitibus qui- 

lib. 24, epist. 16. Lond. ed. CoL bus etas pueiilis ad humanita- 

1318.] tern informatur, se ad divinanim 

^ Oxonitt — ^kominem nosse titerarum studiuni contulit, et 

ooepi — ^natus turn erat annoa Fauhim sibi preceplorein de- 

ferroe tri^inta, me minor duo- legit ; in eoque cum Oxonii et 

busauttnbusmensibus. [Bpist. Cantabrigise, turn in ItaHa, iu 

Bras. Jod. Jonte.] exereuit, &c. [Pol. Verg. lib. 

' Nature sanctus ac religio- xxvi. fol. ult.] 
suSy ut primum ex pueris ex- 
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mad^ 90Jm attempt upon the worka of Plato ^nd 
Plotinus ; and gone, wHh attention, tJu'ough every 
p^ of noathem^tics^. Before his travels ftbro^Mi, he 
liod determined hh studies to divinity ; and in order 
to it, bad searched into the ancient fathers, apd w^ 
particularly delighted with Diony^ius. Qrigen, Cy* 
prian, Ambrose, wd Jerome ; but he had the lei^t 
reliah of aU to St. Austin. He sometimes read Scoh 
tii^ and Thomas* md si|ch like trafth of th^i school- 
men, rather in compUaQce with the fashion, thm 
fifom any true relish he found iQ them* tie was also 
very induatHQus in consulting the beat tracts in the 
civil find canon law. And there was no one book 
relating to the history and constitution of the church 
Vkd state, which he had not diligently turned over. 
Nay, and he run through all the English poets, for 
the true use of them* to help, correct, and embel- 
lisb his language and style, apd to fit and prepare 
him for a more eloquent preacher y. 



y Adolesoena apud suoa* 
qiiioquid est scholastiqo phi* 
loaophise, diligei^ter perdidicit, 
ac titulum assequutus est, qui 
tepleo) lihamHum artium ^ea- 
tii^n profitetur. Quarmn pi^la 
erat in qua iile non fuisset gna- 
«ter ac Midler exercilatus; 
nvn et )ibros CSiceron^s ?ivi- 
dissime devorarat, et Platonis, 
Flotinique libros non oscitanter 
excusaerat, nee ullam mathe- 
raatio^s p«rt^m intvctam reli* 
quit. Post tanquaio n^dus bof 
namm reram n^otiator, iKbit 
GalUaia; mcallaUani. Ibise 
totmn evotr^adia aacria aulorir 
bi9a de^il* Sed prius per omnia 
litenMrum genera magno studio 
perf^grinatiuw prisds ilUa potis- 
siviwn delectabatuF, Qioajraio, 



Origene, Cypriano, Ambrosio, 
Hieronymo } atqo^, inter vete- 
res, n^lli erat iniquior quam Au- 
gustine ; neque tainen non legit 
Scotupo, ac Tbomam, aliosque 
b^}U8 fHrineeii si quando locus 
postulabat. In utriusque juris 
iibris erat non indiligenter ver- 
satus. D^que nulius erat ^- 
ber, bistoriam aut constitutiones 
continens majorum, quern Hie 
non evolverat. Habet gens Bri- 
tannica, qui hoc preeatiterunt 
apud auQB, quod Dantes ao Pe- 
trareha apud Italoa. Et horum 
eyolyendia acriptia linguam ex- 
polivit, J^m turn ae pnsparans ad 
pjrvconium aermonia evangeiici. 
[Bvaamus Jodooo Jonae, id. 
Jua. 1519.] 
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Mr. Wood sajs, he was educated in grammaticals 
partly in London or Westminster ; and being fitted 
for greater learning, was sent to the habitation of the 
muses, the university of Oxon, about 14813, (at which 
time one or more of his surname were of St. Mary 
Magdalen college, as most probably he himself was,) 
where, after he had spent seven years in logicals and 
philosophicals, he was licensed to proceed in arts, 
being about that time so exquisitely learned, that 
all Tully's works were as familiar to him as his 
epistles. He was also no stranger to Plato and Plo- 
tinus ; whom he not only read, but conferred and 
paralleled, perusing the one as a commentary to the 
other. And as for the mathematics, there was 
scarce any part of it wherein he was not seen above 
his years '. 

This account is to be depended on, so far as agree- 
able to the testimony of those aforementioned au- 
thorities. However, each consents, that he very early 
gave the world reason to hope, he would in due time 
become a very considerable person. 

But here it must be remembered, that when he 
read Plato, Plotinus, Dionysius, and Origen, he was 
forced to read the Latin translations of them : for at 
school he had no opportunity of learning the Greek 
tongue*; nor scarce in the university at his first 
coming thither. 

' Athense Oxon. vol. i. animadrertentes hanc blasphe- 

* About this time there were miam cadere in Hieronjinuin, 

great discouragements from cul- Ambrosium, et Augustinum, 

tivating the study of the tongues, aliosque oomplures, quibus doc- 

Quidam non verentur privatim toribus gloriatur ecdesia. Hu- 

ac publice, atque adeo m sacris jusmodi stolidissimas nugas in* 

etiam concionibus deblatterare, culcant auribus adolescent!- 

has iiteras [i. e. Grsecas] esse um in secretis oonfessionibus : 

fontes omnium h»rese«n ; non ** Cave a Gnecis, ne fias hmrt* 
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Such was the infelicity of those times, that the 
Greek tongue was not taught in any of our gram- 
mar-schools^; nor was there thought to be any great 
need of it in the two universities by the generality 
of scholars. It is worth notice, that Standish, who 
was a bitter enemy to Erasmus, in his declamation 
against him, styles him Gneculus iste; which 
was a long time after the phrase for an heretic, or 
one falling under the suspicion of heretical pravity. 
And for this very reason, those very few that under- 
stood Greek were afraid to teach it, lest they should 
be thought to propagate heresy^. 

But Dr. John Fisher, reputed the best preacher 
and the deepest divine in those times, head of Queen's 
collie in Cambridge, chancellor of that universily, 
chaplain at court, and afterwards bishop of Roches- 
ter, was of another mind, and very sensible of this 
imperfection: which made him desirous to learn 
Greek in his declioing years ^; and for that purpose 



** ticus. Fuge litems Hebraeas, 
'*ne fias Judaeorum similis** — 
[Erasmi Adagia. Op. torn. 2. 

P-933-] 

^ Hunc [Erasmum] lubentis- 
sune amplectebantur quotquot 
Bupra stodioaonim rvlgus sa- 
pieDdum arbitrabaDtur : verum 
advertentibos mooachis et fra- 
tribus quibuadam quod operam 
m Gneca liogua (qus quidem 
maligne admodum in Academia 
torn nostra florebat) promoven- 
da ponerety tanquam si monstri 
quippiam aut scelerati ag^;re- 
deretur, popelli Hterarii animos 
alienare ab illo nitebantur; 
Coleto licet et Linacro in 000- 
tnrium laborantibua. Non de- 
stidt tamen Erasmus volentem 



quemque ad linfi;u8e ejus cogni- 
tionem, quamdiu nobiscum de- 
gebat (d^bat autem annis ali- 
quot, intercisis licet tempori- 
bus) sine pretio informare ; qua 
in re tam feliciter desudavit, ut 
Gnecas literas probe docti aca- 
demicorum nonnulli alios dein- 
ceps erudirent. [Hist, et An- 
tiq. Oxon. lib. i. sub anno 
1498.] 

<^Me adolescente, in nostra 
Germania regnabat impune 
crassa barbaries; literas Grae- 
cas atdgisse hsresis erat, &c. 
[Erasmus adv. Cursium. Op. 
torn. 9. p. 1440.] 

^ Si de haeresi periditatur, qui 
Gnece et Hebraice novit, quod 
Lutherus harum linguarum ru« 
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he wrote to Erasmus, to persuade WiUkm Ltit jmer, 
an Englishman, (who from his travels had brought 
home that language in perfection,) to be his instruc- 
tor in it. Etasmus accordingly Wrote to Latymer, 
ietnd importuned hitn to it. But he declined the un- 
dettaking to teach the bishop at those years; al- 
leging the long time it would reqtklre to make any 
proficiency in that tongue^ from the ejuimfdes of the 
greatest masters of it then in England, Grociii, Li-^ 
nacet, Tonstal^ Pace, and Moore ( and to excuse him- 
self^ advised that the bishop should send for a mas- 
ter out of Italy. And as thete Is no doubt but the con- 
sciousness of want of Greek in Coleti incited him not 
only to attain to some competent knowledge of it 
himself, but also to lay the foutidation of his school, 
for the better accommodation of others, and to pro- 
vide A master the besi accomplished in that lan^- 
guage i and so in effect to be the founder of the first 
Greek school in England: so not unlike to dean 
Colet was bishop Fisher in this point. For his want 
of Greek made him the greater patron and promoter 
of it in Cambridge ; and his being chancellor of the 
university made it more eminent' than Oxford in 
this respect : knowing therefore the abilities of Eras- 
mus this way, he invited him thither, and supported 
him in professing that language, which he himself 
(at last) had made himself master of. And it would 
bear a general observation, that the worthy founders 
of colleges and schools have not been always the 

dis Don est ; quur non pottus in hie omnibus linguis excelHt» ille 

tuto esse dicitur^ quod Joannes tres linguae, etate Jam ver- 

episcopus RoJSensis, quod Hie- gente, non vulgari studio am- 

ronymus Aleander archiepisco- plecdtur. [Erasmi Adagia. Op. 

pusBrundusinus^ propugnatores torn. 1 1. p. 935.] 
sunt nutantis ecciesiae : quorum 
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gfeatest clerks^ though for the most part the Wisest 
and best of men : there was sense and truth in that 
}irelate% who^ when accused af being no scholar, sbid, 
he CQ^dd nudte scholars, and that was greater. 
Hie c(di^ in Oxfbrd, that has raised up the great- 
est lights and (»matnents in learnings was expressly 
founded for the three learned tongues : though the 
excellent founder ^ the oracle of his age, could be 
only skilled in the first of them, unless he recovered 
thilt defect of breeding in his old age : as it is cer^ 
tain bishop Fisher before mentioned did ; who, undet* 
the i&ipulseB td Erasmus, was not ashamed, that his 
graj hairs should, as it were, go to school again. 
And so our Colet) being sensible how deficient he 
was in this tongue, and inflamed by Erasmus's gfeat 
{vofidency in it, expresses in an epistle to him, his 
willingness to be his scholar, though of an advanced 
age«. 

It would cast a greater glory on the i»resent state 
of learning in our two universities, to look back 
upon the clouds of ignorance which hung over them 
in the times immediately preceding the Reformatioli. 

As for Oxford, its own history and antiquities suf- 
fidently confess, that nothing was known thei*e but 
LMin, and that in the most depraved style oi the 
schoolmen. Cornelius Vitellius, an Italian, was the 
first who taught Greek in that university^; and from 



' William Wickham, bishop adjutigam lateri tuo; exhibebo* 

of l^nchester, founder of the que me tibi discipuhim, etiam 

college there, and New college in discendo Grsece, qiianqiiam 

in Oxford. jam provecta aetate, et ptope 

f Richard Fox, bishop of senex. [Epist Coleti Erasmo 

Winchester, founder of Corpus suo, edit. Bas. 1521. p. 9 Y.] 

Christ! coUege in Oxford. ^ Antea enim Cornelius Vi- 

KApplicabo me, si patieris, et tellius, homo Italus Corned, 
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him the famous Grocyne learned the first dements 
thereof. 

In Cambridge, Erasmus was the first who taught 
the Greek grammar. And so very low was the 
state of learning in that university, that (as he tells a 
fiiend) about the year 1485, the beginning of Henry 
the Vllth's reign, there was nothing taught in that 
public seminary besides Alexander's Panra Logica^ 
lia, (as they called them,) the old axioms of Aristotle, 
and the questions of John Scotus, till in process of 
time good letters were brought in, and some know- 
ledge of the mathematics ; as also Aristotle in a new 
dress, and some skill in the Greek tongue ; and, by 
degrees, a multitude of authors, whose names before 
had not been heard of. 

It is certain that even Erasmus himself did little 
understand Greek, when he came first into England, 
in 1497. (18 Henry VII.) and that our countryman 
Linacer taught it him, being just returned firom 
Italy with great skill in that language : which Li- 
nacer and William Grocyne were the two only^ tutors 
that were able to teach it. 

The first essay that Erasmus made of shewing his 
proficiency in the Greek tongue, was in translating 
three declamations of Libanius into Latin. Thus 

quod est maritimum Hetruri» gressu temporis aocesseniot 

oppidum, natus nobili prosapia, bonse litene ; accessit mathese- 

omnium primus Oxonii bonis os cognitio ; accessit novus, aut 

Uteris juventutem enidirit. [Pol. certe novatus, Aristoteles ; ac- 

Verg. lib. xxri.] oessit Graecanim literarum peri- 

* Ante annos ferme triginta, tia; accesserunt autores tarn 

nihil tradebatur in schola Can- midti, quorum olim ne nomina 

tabrigiensi, preter Alexandri quidemtenebantur,&c. [Erasmi 

Parva Logicaiia, ut vocant, et Epist. Henrico Bovillo, dat. 

Vetera ilia Aristotelis dictata, Roffa ctA. Sept. 1516.] 
Scoticasque quaestiones. Pro- 
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we read at the beginning ; Prima experientia in ver- 
tendis Greeds. And he dedicated this version to 
Dr. Nicholas Ruter, bishop of Arras^ chancellor of 
the universitj of Lovain. Dat. Lovanii, M. D. III. 
XV. kal. Decemb^. 

In the mean time Bern. Andreas^ a native of Tho- 
louse» first opened a school for the Greek tongue in 
London. But the first Englishman, who in anj 
public school taught the Greek as well as Latin, 
was master William Lilly, in St. Paul's school ; the 
good founder whereof, dean Colet, seeing the neces- 
sity of having a tolerable share of the Greek tongue, 
towards the better proceeding in his theological 
studies, did shun no pains, nor thought himself too 
old to learn it ; as was before hinted, p. 14. 

When Colet had taken his degrees in arts at Ox- 
ford, he was at years, and at liberty to choose his 
profession, or to take up with the life of a gentleman ; 
having a sufficient estate to support him, and a fair 
interest to recommend him at court for any suitable 
office and employment ; with the advantage of a 
tall and comely personage ^ And this turn to a 
courtier might perhaps have been the advice of his 
firther, sir Henry Colet; who in so many public 
offices of the city had been used to gaiety and splen- 
dour, and had gained a very particular interest in 

^ The onginal MS. is in Tri- sub persona Menelai, tertio 
nity oolite library in Cam- Nov. 1503. Quum nuper es- 
bridge^ given to it by Hugh serodeclamationes aliquot Grae- 
Peters, the r^cide. It is both cas nactus, praesul amplissime, 
in Greek and Latin» with a de- eisque vertendis periculum de 
dication to Nic. Ruter, bishop nieipso facere statuissem, &c. 
of Arras ; before which are his [Lofoan. 15 cal. Dec. 1503.] 
arms illuminated. Erasmus is ^Accesserat his fortune corn- 
there styled canonicm ordinis modis corpus elegans ac pro- 
D. Auputini, Declamatio prima cerum. [Eras. Jod. Jon.] 

C 
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the king, bj being a faithful and serviceable subject. 
But the pious young man, determined by his own 
spirit of religion, was resolved to enter into holy or- 
ders, and so renounce the temptations of his birth and 
fortune : which choice, and his fixed adherence to 
the service of God in his church, Erasmus thought 
very commendable "*. 

Being thus unmoved in his resolution, he was pre- 
sented to the church of St. Mary Denyngton, in the 
diocese of Norwich, within the county of Suffolk; 
which made Cambridge a convenient road between 
Oxford and his benefice, and might well entitle him 
to that relation unto both universities, which Polyd. 
Verg. ascribes to him \ He was presented to this 
living by sir William Knevit, knight, and dame 
Joan his wife ; instituted August 6, 1485% and kept 
it to his dying day. 

Another of his preferments was the prebend of 
Botevant, in the church of York ; to which he was 
admitted in the year 1493> upon the resignation of 
the famous Christopher Urswicke. 



™ Ac fortasse Coletus hoc 
nomine plus laudis meretur, 
quod nee indulgeotia fortunse, 
nee impetu naturse longe alio 
traheotis, potuerit ab evan- 

Siice vite studio depellL 
bid. p. 573. edit. Bas.] 

" Coletus se ad divina- 

rum litemnim studium contulit, 
et Paulum sibi prsceptorem de- 
legit; in eoque cum Oxonii et 
Cantabrigis, tum in lulia ita 
exercuit, ut homo factus ad un- 
guem, &c. [Pol. Verg. Hist, 
Ang. lib. 6.] 

° Sexto die mensis August! 
annoDom. [1485] perdominum 
reverendum patrem apud Thor- 



negge, institutus fuit personali- 
ter Johannes Colet acolitus in 
ecclesiam parochialem de De« 
nyngton suae dioces. per libe- 
ram restgnationem M. Milonis 
Thorpe, ultimi rectoris ibidem 
rite factam et admissam, vacan- 
tem ad prssentationem domini 
Will. Knevet militis, et do- 
minse Johannae uxoris sute, ve- 
rorum ipsius ecclesie patrono- 
mm, receptoque ab eodem in- 
stituto juramento canonicse obe- 
dientiae, scriptum fuit archidia- 
cono Suifolc. seu ejus officiali 
ad inducendum. [Ex r^stro 
domini Jacobi GoldwelU epis. 
Norvicensis, lib. xii. fol. 116.] 
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He was also presented by his own father, sir 
Henry Colet, to the church of Thrynning% (or 
Thjrming,) in the diocese of Lincohi and county of 
Huntingdon ; to which he was instituted October 2, 
1490. But he resigned it the latter end of 1493, 
and was succeeded in it by John Smith, chaplain, 
presented by John Peck, Jan, 20, 1493 "i. He re- 
signed also the prebend of Ooodeaster, in the church 
of St. Martin le grand, Jan. 26, 1503, having in 
1502 been admitted to the prebend of Dumesford 
in the church of Sarum. 

He was scarce nineteen years old, when he was 
preferred to the great living of Denington : which 
practice of taking livings, while a novice, has gene* 
rally (though very irregular and indecent) prevailed 
in the church of Rome ; and was one of those many 
abuses which have been since removed by the blessed 
reformation. But if he did enter upon a cure of 
souls before he could sujfficiently consider the weighty 
charge belonging to it; yet by his care when he 
came to a more mature age he atoned for it : and 
we may see by his excellent sermon to the clergy in 
convocation, that this matter had great weight upon 
his mind; as well as every thing that tended to- 
wards bringing on a reformation in the church. 
It will therefore be no surprise to find, that master 

p Henricus Coiet mi- [Reg. Russel* ep. Line] 

Its pnesentamus dilectum ^ Literae Johannis Peck de 

nobis Johannem Colet» A. M. prsaentatione Johannis Smyth 

rectorem eccles. paroch. B. capellani ad ecclesiam S. Ni- 

Mariae de Denyngton, Norvic. cholai de Thymyn^ in com. 

dioc. ad ecclesiam de Thryn- Hunt. vac. per resignadoneni 

ning dioceseos vestrae, modo M. Joh. Colet clerici, nnper 

VBcantem per mortem Richardi rectoris. Dat. 2o. Jan. 1493. 

Squyer ultimi rectoris. Dat. [Autogr. in reg. Buckden.] 
ult die mensis Sept. 1490. 

c2 
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Colet was possessed of the benefices beforenamed, and 
was canon of St. Martin's le grand in London, as 
also of York', when he was in the very lowest or- 
ders of the church ; if not only acolyte, or colet, 
(which title seems to have given name to his family,) 
yet sub-deacon at most. Nor was he ordained den- 
con till above seven years after ^ ; soon after which 
(the same year) he was made priest^ A. D. 1497. 

These dilatory steps seem owing, not so much to 
the custom of the church at that time, as to the ten- 
der regard which Mr. Colet had to the dignity of his 
sacred office and function, that he might not invade 
it before a maturity of years, and a due preparation 
of studies. ^ 

In order to improve himself more completely in 
the circuits of learning and the knowledge of the 
world, he left Oxford about the year 1493> and 
seems to have been travelling abroad till 1497/ 
or thereabouts. And though we cannot tell every 
stage he passed through during his recess, yet he 
was surely always so careftil a husband of his time,' 



^ Mr. Wharton has thus en- 
tered his preferments. Ad prse- 
bendam de Botevant in ecclesia 
Eboracensi admissus est, 1493. 
Ad prs^bendam de Durnesfoid 
in ecclesia Sarum, 1502. Prae- 
bendam de Goodastir in ec- 
clesia coUegiata S. Martini 
magni Lond. resignavtt, 1503, 
Jan. 26. Dein ad praebendam 
de Mora in ecclesia Paulina, 
1505, Maii 5. Ad decanatum 
Paulinum eodem anno, eodem- 
que (ut videtur) mense ascitus. 
[De Decanis London, p. 234.] 

* Johannes Colet, Lond. dioc. 
artium magister, canonicus in 
ecclesia S. Martini magni 



Lond. et praebendarius pne- 
bende de Godecestre, ordinatus 
diaconus per Johannem Olo- 
nensem episcopum, ex licentia 
Thomse Lond. episc. 17. die 
Dec. 1497. [Reg. Sav. Lond. 
episc.] 

^ Magist. Johannes Colet, 
canonicus ecclesiffi coUegiatee 
S. Martini magni Lond. et 
praebendarius praeb. de Gode- 
cestre in eadem, ordinatus pres- 
byter a. Thoma episc. Acha- 
densi in capella' B. Mariae 
Magd. infra eccles. cathedr. 
Line, in festo S. Annae, A. D. 
1497. [Ex registro W. Smith, 
ep. Line] 
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that none slipt from him without due improvement 
abroad as well as at home. 

Part thereof he spent at Paris, (then the grand 
mart of letters,) where he met with very agreeable 
conversation from Robert Gaguinus, the famous 
historian of that kingdom, who had been ambas- 
sador of Charles the French king, A. D. 1490, to 
Henry VII. And it was this person that raised an 
earnest desire in Colet to be acquainted with Eras- 
mus ; having shewn him a specimen of his parts and 
abilities, in a letter sent to him upon his publishing 
the History of France. Here also he became ac- 
quainted with the memorable Deloine" and Bu- 
daeus ' ; the former of which recommended him to 
the friendship of Erasmus, and upon many occasions 
spoke honourably of him. 

He made also a tour into Italy ; where he could 
not but contract an intimacy with some learned 
foreigners, as well as his own countrymen, viz. 
Grocyne^^ and Thomas Linacer'; who were per- 



° Erasmus D. Francisco De- 

loino Cum ante paucos 

menses apud Coletum tui face- 
rem mentionem, protinus agno- 
▼it nomen Deloini, ac recorda- 
tione veteris consuetudinis visus 
est admodum delectari — Antw. 
iz. cal. Mart. 1 5 1 6. [Erasmi 
epbt. edit. Bas. 1521. p. 36.] 

Jam vero non possum non 
deamare plurimum Coletum il- 
ium tuum, virum doctrina vi- 
teque sanctimoniaclarissimum ; 
qui te, ut scribis, veteris amici- 
tis» ac consuetudinis commo- 
nuit; qine mihi cum illo non 
Tulgaris olim intereessit» quum 
AurelisB studiorum causa agere- 
, [Fran. Deloini epist. Eras- 



mo, edit. Bas. 1 5 2 1 . p. 36.] 

^ Erasmus Budseo— -Jam in 
operis calce mire phiiosopharis 
cum tuo Deloino, viro jam olim 
mihi cognito ex Coleti praedi- 
catione» deinde ex congressu 
quoque prius Aurelise, moz 
Parisiis — Dat. 5. cal. Nov. 
1516. [Ibid.] 

y Gul. Grocinus — qui prima 
GrsecsB et Latins linguee rudi- 
menta in Britannia hausit, mox 
solidiorem eisdem operam, sub 
Demetrio Chalcondyie et Poli- 
tiano prsceptoribus, in Italia 
impendit, &c. [G. Lilii elogia 
quorundam Anglorum, &c. p.9 r . 
8?o.] 

'Tho. Linacer — Eodem fere 

C3 
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fecting their skill in Greek at Florence^ under the 
instruction of Demetrius and Politianus ; or at Rome, 
under Hermolaus Barbarus : and there he seems to 
have been some months ; in which place, by reason of 
frequent embassies, there was alwajs an English 
court. William Lilly here first fell under his notice : 
for having learned the Greek at Rhodes, he was im- 
proving himself in the Latin tongue at Rome, under 
John Sulpitius and Pomponius Sabinus*, and William 
Latymer, who was about the same time settled at 
Padua, for the further advancing himself in the 
knowledge of the Greek tongue. 

An English antiquary may be apt to observe, that 
at this time of the great instauration of learning, our 
students and travellers were so intent upon the at- 
taining the Greek and Latin tongues, and so inqui- 
sitive after the purest writers in them, that they 
had no leisure to search after our own histcnrians, 
and the national antiquities of Britain : and indeed 
they had no appetite to them. They thought (as 
some since with less reason think) that they were 
the trash of a barbarous age, and would only serve 
to stuff a good memory, and corrupt a good style. 
And this made our young gentlemen confine their 



tempore quo et GrociiiiuSj Tho. 
Linacrus perdiscendi studio ex 
Britannia in Italiam 7enit« Flo* 
rentis Demetrio et Politiano 
prJaec^toribus usu8» atque a 
Laurentio Medicee familite 
principe viro» praeclari ingenii 
admiradone, familiariter accep- 
tiu, Romam inde« optimarum 
artium oognitione auctus — ^pro* 
fectufl, cum aliorum, turn et 
Hermolai Barbari, docta con- 
suetudine usus est. [Ibid. p. 92.] 



* Gul. Liliu»— qui mira per- 
egrinandi cupiditate, ingenuua 
puer, Hierosolymam usque pie* 
tads studio pervagatus, mox 
inde rediens, Rhodi aliquandiu 
literarum causa substitit, ibique 
Latins pariter et Greecs linguae 
rudimenta perdidicit. Rom« 
denique iuter felicissima ejus 
seculi ingenia Sulpitium atque 
Pomponium docentes audivit. 
[Ibid. p. 89.] 
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traTek to France and Italy; when it had been more 
happy, if some of them had taken a view of Ger- 
many and the more northern parts ; where, as also 
in Sweden and Denmark, they had noble monu- 
ments of antiquity. Erasmus in his time observed, 
that in colleges and monasteries amongst the Ger- 
mans, French, and English, there lay dormant many 
ancient books, which they were not willing to com- 
municate, and which in a short time would be eaten 
up by moths and dust, or at least be stolen and 

l08t^ 

After Mr. Colet was returned from his travels, he 
rested himself some few months with his father and 
mother at London and Stepney: and he had possibly 
now a greater temptation to appear at court, that he 
might shew the accomplishments he had brought 
home with him^ to the world. Besides which, he 
was endued with some natural propensities, that 
seemed fitter for a public life at large, than for the 
confinement of a college or a gown. For he had na- 
turally a spirit exceeding high, and impatient of 
the least injury and affront. He was also by the 
same bent of nature too much addicted to love and 
luxury, and deep, and mightily disposed to an air of 
fireedom and jocoseness ; and had a tincture of avarice 
in bim^ 

^Ladtant in collegiis ac mo- mi ep. edit. 154a. p. 355] 

Germanorum, Gallo- ^ Siquidem animo pneditua 



nun, et Anglonim, pervetusti erat insigniter excelao, et om- 

oodioes ; quos, exoeptis paucis, nino injurie impatientissimo, 

adeo noD communicant ultro, ad venerem, ac luxum, ac som- 

ut rogati rel celent, vel perae- num mire propensus, ad jocos 

gent, vel iniquo pretio vendunt, ac fibcetias supra modum pro- 

UMim decnplo sstimatorum co* divis : haec ipse mihi fasaus 

dioom : tandem pulchre serva- est ; nee omnino tutus a morbo 

tot, ?el caries tinettqiie corrum- philargyriae. [Eras. ep. Jod. 

pantyTdfurasaufenint. [Eras- Jon.] 

C4 
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Had he followed these inclinations, which were 
the alloy of natural corruption and a degenerate age, 
he had been fitter for any course of life than that of 
a student and divine. But he gave full proof that 
true virtue is neither an inability to do evil, nor any 
natural aversion to it ; but a voluntary restraint of 
the innate tendencies and impulses of flesh and Uood 
to vice and immorality. He conquered, and then 
commanded himself "^y and brought his high spirit 
to be subject to reason ; so that he could bear a 
reproof even from his own servant. His dispositipn 
to love, sleep, and luxury, he restrained by a con- 
tinual abstinence from suppers, a strict sobriety, a 
close application to his studies, and by serious and 
religious conversation. So that by his philosophy, 
his divinity, his watchings, and fastings, and devo- 
tions, he preserved every step of his whole life from 
the pollutions of the world ; and (as far as Erasmus 
could possibly gather from their familiar discourses) 
he was perfectly chaste, and died in virgin purity *. 

And yet whenever opportunities offered them- 
selves, either of jesting with facetious persons, or 
talking familiarly with the female sex, or of appear- 
ing at feasts and great entertainments, there nature 
would break forth, and you might see some little 
signs and tokens of it. For which reason he very 

^ Explorata est hominis [Co- que colioquiis profligavit. [lb.] 

leti] ingenua pietas, cujus mi- ^ Adveraus haec ita pugnaTit 

nimam poitioDem debebat na- phttosophia sacrisque studiis, 

tune sue. — Opes in pios usus vigiliis, jejuniis, ac precibus, ut 

dissipavit, adveraus animi eel- totum vitse cureum ab hujus se- 

situdinem ratione pugnavit ; culi inquinamentis puruni pere- 

adeo ut a puero quoque moneri gerit : nam quantum mihi li- 

se pateretur. Venerem, somnum, cuit ex iUius consuetudine, ool- 

ac lux'um, abstinentia coens per- loquiisque fiimiliaribus oolligere» 

petua, jugi sobrietate, indefes- virginitatis florem ad mortem 

sis laboribus studioruni, Sanctis- usque servavit. [Ibid.] 



Digitized by 



Google 



DR. JOHN COLET. 26 

much forbore acquaintance with lajnien, and espe- 
cially all public entertainments : where, if necessity 
brought him, he picked out some learned friend, and 
talked Latin with him, to avoid the profane dis- 
course of the table : and in the mean time he woul^ 
eat but of one dish, and take but one or two draughts 
of beer ; refraining commonly from wine : which yet 
he relished with delight, if very good ; but drank it 
in the most sparing manner. Being always jealous 
of himself, he would therefore be constantly upon 
his guard, and cautious, to the last degree, of offend- 
ing any body : and he so behaved himself in all the 
minute circumstances of human life, as if he well 
knew the eyes of all people were fixed upon him. 
There never was a more flowing wit; which for 
that reason delighted in the like society : but even 
then he chose rather to divert to such discourse as sa- 
voured most of religion and eternal life. And if ever 
he indulged himself in any light and pleasant stories, 
he would still give some turn of philosophy and 
serious application to them. He was a great lover 
of little children ; admiring the pretty innocence and 
simplicity in them : and he would often observe how 
our Saviour had set them for our example; being 
wont to compare them to the angels above ^ 

f Et tamen si quando sese Atque ioterim sumpto ex uno 

obtulisset occasio, vel jocandi tantum genere cibi puaillo, uno 

apud fisuxtos, vel coUoquendi aut altera cerevisise haustu 

cum fceminisy Fel accumbendi in contentus erat; a vino tern- 

opiparia oonFiviis, vidisses ali- perans, quo tamen delectaba- 

qua natune vestigia. £t ob id tur eleganti, sed temperatis- 

fere a laicorum consuetudine sime utens. Ita se sibi sem- 

abetinuit, sed precipue a con- per habens suspectum, cavebat 

Tiviis ; ad qu« si quando coge- ab omnibus, cjuibus esse possit 

batur, me^ aut mei similem, ad- offendiculo cuiquam. Nee enim 

hibebatj quo Latinis fabulis ignorabat omnium oculos in se 

declinaret prophana coiloquia. conjectos. Nunquam vidi in- 
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With this excellent spirit young Mr. Colet, as a 
man of understanding, would not trust himself 
among the allurements of the city and of the court ; 
but after he had staid a sufficient time to shew his 
duty and respect to his friends, he retired to Oxford, 
for the happy opportunities of a studious and pious 
life ; yet not to be buried, but to let his light shine : 
and therefore, without reward, he read public lec- 
tures in the university, by way of exposition on the 
epistles of St. Paul^: where (though he had neither 
taken nor desired any degree in divinity) there was 
not a doctor in divinity or law, nor abbot, or any 
other dignitary in the church, but came gladly to 
hear him, and brought their books along with them* 
Whether this commendation is owing to the tame 
and authority of Mr. Colet, or to the ingenuity of 
the hearers, who, in more honourable degrees and 
years, were not ashamed to learn from a younger 
and inferior person, I will not say K But though the 
novelty of these exercises might at first gather an 



genium felicius; atque ob id 
rinilibus iogeniis unioe ddecta- 
batur: sed ad haec se malebat 
demittere, qase pnepararent ad 
immortalitatem Titse futune. 
Nulla in re non philosophaba- 
tur» 81 quando se laxarit fit- 
bulla amoenioribua. In pueria 
ac puellis delectabat natune 
puritaa ac Bimplicitas ; ad cu- 
jus imitationem suos Tocat 
Christus, angelis eos solitus 
comparare. [Eras, epist. Jod. 

8 Jam reversus ex Italia, re* 
lictis parentum sedibus, Oxonis 
maluit agere. Illic publice et 
gratis Paulinas epistolas omnes 



enarrarit. Hic hominem nosse 
ocepi; nam eodem tum me 
Deus, nescio quts, ad^erat. 
[Ibid.] 

** In theologica profesrione 
nullum onmino gradum nee as* 
sequutus erat, nee ambierat ; ta- 
men nullus erat illic doctor, vel 
tbeologie, vel juris, nullus ab* 
bas, aut alioqui dignitate prs* 
ditus, quin ilium audiret, etiam 
allatis codicibus ; sive hoc lau* 
dis debetur Coleti autoritati, 
sire illorum studio; quos non 
puduerit senes a Juvene, doc- 
tores a non doctore discere. 
[Ibid.] 
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audience, yet nothing could keep it up but the abili* 
ties of the performer. 

About this time it was ahnost come to a custom 
for men of distinguished parts and learning in that 
university to set up voluntary lectures, by way of ex- 
position or comment on some celebrated writer ; to 
which the students would repair more or less ac- 
cording to the opinion they had of the men and 
their performances. Amongst others, we are certain 
Mr. Thomas Moore did read upon St. Austin's books 
de Civitate Dei, while a very young man, to a great 
auditory; the seniors and grave divines not being 
ashamed to learn divinity from so young a layman K 
And it ought to be here remarked, extremely much 
to the honour of Mr. Moore, that while he was hard 
at his studies in Oxford, he could not be discouraged 
nor called away by his father ; who, designing him 
for the common law, had a wrong notion, that the 
learning he was gathering would be of no service in 
that profession; and therefore straitened and half 
starved him in the university, to bring him away the 
sooner to the inns of courts 

This exercise was also set a foot at Cambridge. 
We are told by a learned author, that Dr. Warner, 
afterwards rector of Winterton in Norfolk, and who 
assbted Bilney at the stake, read there publicly^ 

* Thomas Moms — Avm* serat, iuvenb ad GrsBcas litems, 

soni libros De CiFitate Dei ac philosophte stiidhim sese ap- 

publice professus est, adbue plicult, adeo non opitulante 

pene adolesoens, auditorio fre- patre, viro alioqui pnidente 

qoeoti, oec puduit, nee poeni* proboque, ut ea coDantem omni 

tuitsaoerdotesacsenesajuvene subsidio desdtueret, ac pene 

piophaDO sacra discere. [Eras, proabdicatohaberet^quodapa- 

ep.] triis studiis desciscere Wderetur. 

•'Tho. Moms— -bonas li- [Erasmi epist] 
terao ft primis statim annis hau- * Coletus Paulinas epistolas 
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George Stafford read also a lecture in the same 
place, upon St. Paul's Epistles to the Romans'": 
being probably induced thereto by the example more 
especially of Dr. Colet at Oxford, and afterwards in 
his own cathedral. 

But to return to Mr. Colet at Oxford: his great 
happiness there was, that he became, in a little time, 
acquainted with the learned and immortal Erasmus, 
one of the restorers of good letters and good sense to 
Europe. Erasmus had lived at Paris, and there 
had been tutor to several of our young nobility and 
gentry ; particularly to the honourable ThomasGrey ", 
of the Dorset family, and the lord Montjoy, by 
whose means probably he was induced to see Eng- 
land the first time : who, while he was thinking of 
a journey to Rome, stepped over from Calais to Dover, 
about the latter end of the year 14979 but seems to 
have made little or no stay in London ; hastening 
down to Oxford, as the better mart of learning; 
being thither recommended by the prior and canons 
of St.Genovese at Paris, to father Richard Chamock, 
prior of the regulars of the order of St. Austin, in 
the college of St. Mary the virgin, where he was re- 
ceived, and accommodated with diet and lodging, in 
the most courteous and hospitable manner. Father 



Oxonii publioe interpretatus " He seems to be son of Tho. 

est i simileque scripturas de- Grey, marquess of Dorset, who 

clarandi institutum Cantabrigise had sent his son to the gram- 

tum sequutus est doctor War- mar school of Magdalen col« 

ner, postea rector Wintertoniae 1^ in Oxford, to be under the 

in Norfolcia; qui etiam Tho. care and instruction of Mr. 

Bylney flammis Norwici com- Tho. Wolsey, then master of 

busto supremum consilium ad- that school. Another of the bro- 

hibuit. [Antiq. Brit, sub Gul. thers was Geo. Grey, admitted 

Warham.] B. LL. Oxford, 1 5 1 1 . [Wood's 

^ See Latimer's Serm. p. 1 74. Athen. Oxon. vol. i.] 
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Chamock, after a short trial of the parts and good 
qualities of his new guest, gave a character of him 
to master Colet, that he was, in his opinion, a very 
excellent person, and of singular worth and good- 
ness : which did so please him, (having also before 
heard of his fame abroad,) that he had not the pa- 
tience to wait for an opportunity of seeing this 
learned stranger ; but would make his first address 
with his pen, and wrote immediately to him from 
his own chamber an elegant and agreeable epistle, 
in such a turn of obliging thoughts and words, as 
shewed the writer to be a scholar, a traveller, and a 
gentleman^ He tells him that his friend Brome 
had heartily recommended him by letter, but that 



^ Joan. Coletus Erasmo suo, 
S. D. Brumus meus, Erasme, 
in epifttola sua, te mihi valde 
oommendat. Commendavit te 
mihi turn fama tui nominis, 
tum quonindam scriptorum 
tuorum testimoDium. Parrhisiis 
qnando eram, Erasmus in ore 
doctorum non erat incelebris. 
Epistola qusedani tua ad Gagui- 
num scripta, in qua illius ope- 
nun et artem in Gallica historia 
admiraris, a me lecta, erat mihi 
quasi specimen quoddam et 
deguatatio perfecti hominis, et 
magns literaturse, et multarum 
renim scientiae. Comniendat 
antem te raibi m^ime, quod 
Tenerandus pater, apud quern 
es isthic, prior domus et ecele- 
aiie Jesu Christie heri mihi af- 
firmavit; te. suojudicio, virum 
optimum esse, et bonitate prae- 
ditom singulari. Quamobrem 
quantum possunt litere, et re- 
rum cognitio, et sincera bonitas 
apod hominem, qui magis haec 



vult, et optat, quam profitetur; 
tantum tu mihi, Erasme, ex Jure 
istarum in te virtutum, et debes 
esse semper commendatissimus. 
Quern cum videro, agam pne- 
sens, pro mea persona, quod 
alii egerunt pro te absente: 
commendaboque me tibi, tu- 
eeque sapientiae; quem indigne 
alii mihi commendaverunt : nam 
minor majori commendari de- 
bet, indoctior erudition. Verum 
si quid est in mea parvitate, in 
quo tibi vel gratus, vel utilis 
esse potero, id erit in te tarn 
promptum, et liberale quam 
vtilt ista tua et exigit prestantia ; 
quem jam venisse in Angliam 
gaudeo : cui velim tarn jucunda 
esset Anglia nostra, quam te 
utilem ei tua doctrina arbitror 
esse posse. Ego vero sum in 
te, et ero is qui debeo esse in 
eum, quem opinor tum opti- 
mum, tum doctissimum. Vale. 
Ex cubiculo Oxonise. [Epis. 
Eras. ed. Bas. 1497. p. 255.] 
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he stood before highly commended to him, as well 
by the fame of his reputation abroad, as by the tes- 
timony of his writings : that while he was at Paris, 
he well remembers the name of Erasmus was in the 
mouths of the learned ; and that he had there parti- 
cularly read over an epistle of his to Graguinus, 
wherein he had celebrated his industry and skill 
in drawing up the history of France, which seemed 
to him to be the specimen of a perfect writer, both 
for learning and the knowledge of the world. But 
still the best ^recommendation of him was, that the 
venerable prior, with whom he now sojourned, had 
yesterday told him, that his new guest, in his 
opinion, was a very excellent person, and endowed 
with singular virtues. " For this reason," says he, 
^* my Erasmus, as far as learning and insight into 
^* things, and a sincere goodness can make impres- 
*^ sion upon one, who rather wishes for these talents, 
** than he dares pretend to them ; so far, in right of 
^* those accomplishments, you are and must be al- 
^^ ways most acceptable to me. As soon as I can see 
" you, I shall, in my own person, do for myself what 
" others have done for you in your absence, com- 
'• mend myself to you with a better grace, than 
*^ others have commended you to me : for in truth 
" the less ought to be commended to the greater, 
*' and the ignorant to «the more learned. But if 
^^ there be any thing in a person so inconsider- 
^< able, wherein I can be any way agreeable or use- 
^^ ful to you, I am entirely bound to be at your ser- 
" vice. I congratulate your arrival in this island, 
*^ and wish our country could be as pleasant to you, 
" as I know you, by your great learning, nrnst needs 
** be useful to our country. I am, sir, and shall 
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^ always be most devoted to one, whom I think to 
^^ be the most learned and the best of men. f^ewelL 
" From my chamber in Oxford." 

To this Erasmus immediately returned a very ap- 
posite answer P: that could he find any thing com- 
mendable in himself, he should be proud of being 
commended by such a worthy person, to whose 
judgment he allowed so great a weight, that his si- 
lent esteem alone had been preferable to all the ap- 
plauses of a theatre at Rome. But however, the 
commendations given him by such a person were so 



P Si quid omnino in mdpso 
i^osoerem, Colete humanis- 
sime, ?el mediocri laude dignum, 
letarer profecto, cum Hectore 
illo Nfleviano, laudari abs te, 
▼iro omoiuiQ facile laudatis- 
simo : cujus ego judicio tantum 
tribuo, ut longe raiht sit jucun* 
dior tacitatua uniug eidstimatio, 
quam si vel universum forum 
Romanum et aoclamet, et ap- 
plaqdat. Verum tuie laudes, mi 
Colete, tautiim abest ut mihi 
cristas erexerinty ut homo Datu- 
ra putidulus vehementius etiam 
mihi displicuerim. Videor enim 
admoneri qimlem me esse con- 
Feniat, quum ea de me prsdi- 
cantur quae iu aliis veneror, in 
roe desidero. Novi, novi ipse, 
optiroe, qua me parte calceus 
siringat. — ^En meipsum tibi de- 
scribam ; tanto quidem melius^ 
quanto sum ipse mihi, quam 
aliis notion Habebis homi- 
nem tenui, imo nulla fortuna; 
ab ambitione alienum, ad a- 
mandum propensissimum ; 1i- 
terarum tenuiter sane peritum, 
sed tamen admiratorem fla- 
gnmUsaimum ; qui probitatem 



alienam religiose veneratur, 
suam habeat nuUam ; qui doc- 
trina facile omnibus cedat, fide 
nemini ; simplicem, apertum, 
liberum ; simuiandi et dissimu- 
landi juxta ignarum; animo 
pusillo, sed integro; sermonis 
parci, eum denique a quo praeter 
animum nihil expectes. Hu* 
jusmodi hominem si tu, Colete, 
potes amare, si tua familiaritate 
dignum judicas> ita Erasmum in 
tuo sere numerato, ut nihil 
eque tuum existimes. Anglia 
vero tua mihi quam multis no- 
minibus, tum hoc prscipue no- 
mine jucundissima est, quod iis 
rebus abundat, prseter quas ni- 
hil mihi solet esse Jucundum ; 
hominibus bonarum literarum 
scientissimis, inter quos (ne- 
mine reclamante) facile te 
principem numero ; qui quidem 
ea sis doctrina, ut nulla morum 
probitate conimendatus, tamen 
omnibus admirandus esse de- 
beas; ea vitse sanctimonia^ ut 
citra doctrins commendatio- 
nem, nemini tamen non charus, 
colendus, venerandus haberi 
possis, &c. 
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far from exalting him in his own conceit, that he 
was rather mortified by them : for they only put him 
in mind what he ought to be. That for his part, 
he best knew his own failings ; and therefore would 
presume to give a character of himself. *< You have 
*^ in me/' says he, ^* a man of little or no fortune, 
** a stranger to ambition, a mighty well-wisher to 
*^ love and friendship ; a sort of novice in learning, 
** but yet a great admirer thereof. One who has a 
" profound veneration for any excellence in otiiers, 
** as conscious of the want of it in himself; who can 
^* easily yield to any one in learning, to none in in- 
^* tegrity; a man sincere, open, free, a hater of fals- 
** hood and dissimulation ; of a mind lowly and up- 
*^ right, from whom nothing is to be expected besides 
** an honest heart. If, my dear Colet, you can love 
^* such a man, and think him worthy of your friend- 
** ship, you may account me your own as elBfectually 
" as any thing you can call your own. Your coun- 
** try of England is most pleasant to nie upon many 
" accounts, but especially on this ; that it abounds 
** with those blessings, without which nothing would 
^* relish with me, men of admirable learning, among 
*^ whom no mortal will grudge that I reckon you the 
« chief," &c. 

After which he commends the style of his letters, 
as easy, smooth, unaffected, flowing from a rich 
vein, as waters from a clear fountain-head; even, 
and in every part Uke itself, open, plain, modest, 
having nothing in it rugged, or rattling, or turbid ; so 
that he could see the image of his soul in his letters^. 

^ ^ — Quid ego nunc dicam, placidus, sedatus, inafTectatus ; 
vir optime, quantum me affece- fontis limpidissimi in morem, e 
rit, delectaritque stylus ille tuus ditissimo pectore scatens ; le- 
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And then he thus concludes : ** You speak whatever 
^ 70U mean, and mean all you speak : words arise 
" from your heart, rather than your lips ; they fol- 
" low your conception, not your conception thenu 
*' In short, you have that happy facility, that you 
** can deliver without pains, what another could 
'< hardly express with the greatest labour. But to 
^^ yourself I refrain from your praises, that I may 
'^not offend against decency; knowing how un- 
** willing they are to be praised, who deserve the 
''greatest praises* Farewell, Oxford, 1498'*" 

This foundation of friendship laid in writing, 
ended in the strictest intimacy imaginable ; which 
continued to the end of their lives. Nor can we 
conceive, that the high character given to Colet in 
the preceding letter could proceed from any thing 
but the greatest esteem of him, either from what he 
had heard of him abroad, or from father Chamock's 
character of him there. Erasmus was under no 
temptation to flatter him ; nor do we find that he 
was inclined to this piece of servility to any person 
whatever. He was quite the reverse of such a cha- 
racter; too open and free in his speaking, which 
often caused him more trouble and uneasiness than 
otherwise probably he would have met with. 



qualis sui undique similis, a* voces sequitur. Denique felici 

peitua, simplex, modestie pie- quadam iiEuulitate» ea sine cura 

nils ; nihil unquam habens sea- efl^dis, qiue vix alius sumino 

bri, contoiti« conturbati; ut studio possit ezprimere. Sed 

milu plane visus sim animi tui temperabo a laudibus tuis apud 

simalacrum quoddam tuis in te duotaxat» ne recentem tuam 

literis agnovisse ! in me benevolentiam offendam : 

r — Loqueris qua yis^ vis scio quam nolint laudaii ii, qui 

quae loqueris. Verba in pectore soli laudem merentur omnium, 

nala, non fancibus, sententiam Bene vale. Oxoniaet 1498. [Eras. 

sponte sequuntur; non ilia £p*p*2S50 

D 
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These two Mends being now happy in each other^s 
acquaintance, were not wanting to improve it to the 
mutual benefit of one another, particularly at a pub^ 
lie dinner in the university, after a Latin sermon ; 
wheite the table-talk was scholastical and theological, 
master Colet sitting as moderator. Among other dis- 
course Colet saad^ *' that Cain's greatest offence, and 
^ the most odious in Ood's sight, was his distrusting 
^^ the bounty of ^ur great Creator, and placing too 
^ much confidence in his own art and industry ; and 
^ so tilling the ground, while his brother Abel, con- 
'^ tent with the natural productions of the earth, 
**was only feeding sheep*.** Upon this argument 



* Quam vellem nuper» ut ex- 
pectaram, ita Dostro illl convi- 
vio interfuisses ; vero, inquam, 
convivio, non symposio. Mihi 
quidem omniDO nullum un- 
quam fuit suavius, lauthis, mel- 
litius: deerat nihil. Belli, utin* 
quit ille, homunculi, tempus 
lectum, locus lectus, apparatus 
non neglectus : iis lautidis, ut 
vel Epicurum ipsum^ iis ser- 
monibus conditum erat, ut vel 
Pythagoram delectare potuerit. 
Homunculi non belli solum, 
verum etiam bellissimi : et ejus- 
modi qui academiam possent 
ftcere, non modo convivium. 
Quinam, inquies ? Accipe, quo 
magis te doleas abRlisse. Pri- 
mum Richardus Prior, ille cha- 
ritum antistes; turn theologua 
is, qui eodem die Latinam ha- 
buerat concionem, vir tum mo- 
destus, tum eruditus; deinde 
Philippus ille tuus, homo lepi- 
dissimae festivitatis. Praesidebat 
Coletus, ceteris iUius theologie 
vindex atque assertor. Accum- 
bebat dextro prior, homo (ita 



me Deus aipet) non minus 
mirabili mixtura, ex omnium 
literarum generibus omnibus, 
quam ex summa humanitate, 
summaque item integritatecon- 
flatus : ad levam recentior ille 
theologus ; cui nos quidem ke- 
vum latus clausimus, ne poeta 
convivio deesset; ex adverao 
Philippus, ne non adesset ju- 
risperitus: aocumbit deinceps 
mixtum, et sine nomine vulgus. 
His ordinibus ita digeslis, sta- 
tim bellum oritur mter pocula ; 
non tamen ex poculis, neque 
poculentum. Cum variis de re* 
bus parum conveniebat, tum de 
hac pugna erat acerrima : dice- 
bat Coletus, ** Cayn ea primum 
*' culpa Deum o^ndisse, quod 
" tanquam Conditoris beuiffni- 
** tati diffisus, susque nimium 
** confisus Industrie, terrampri- 
** mus prosciderit ; quum Abel, 
** sponte nasoentibus oontentua, 
** oves paverit.** Contra nos pro 
se quisque niti ; theologus ilie 
syllogismis, ego rhetoriis. Ne 
Hercules qui&ni contra duos. 
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the whole company engaged ; the divine arguing by 
strict syllogisms, while Erasmus opposed in a more 
loose and rhetorical manner : " but in truth/' saith 
Erasmus, ^ this one divine, (Master Colet,) was more 
'^ than a match for us all. He seemed to be filled 
^ with a divine spirit, and to be somewhat above a 
^ man : he spoke not only with his voice, but with 
^ his eyes, his countenance, and his whole demea- 
** nour.'^ When the disputation grew too long, and 
was too grave and severe for such a cheerful enter- 
tainment, Erasmus broke it off, by telling an old 
stoiy of Cain, from a pretended ancient author, 
though purely of his own invention upon the spot ; 
and so they parted friends. Erasmus, the same 
year, gives this account of the result of that meet- 
ing, to one who was invited to it, Johannes Sixtinus, 
a learned Phrysian, who then studied in the univer- 
sily of Oxford, and was afterwards incorporated Dr. 
of Laws, in the year 1510« 

Mr. Ciolet, as he was ambitious of contracting ac- 
quaintance with any person of note for virtue or 
leaming, so he oUiged Erasmus in bringing him to 
the acquaintance of his fellow-citizen. Mi*. More; 
of whom he was used to say, that he was the only 
wit in the island C And as to Mr. More's opinion 



aiant Gneci. At ille unus vin- convivio conveoiret, gravior^at- 

•cebat omnes. Visas est sacro que severior, turn ego meis, hoc 

quodam furore debaiscbari, ac est poets, partibus functurus, 

quid homine sublimius ut et earn contentionem discu- 



a^pistittsque pr» se ferre. terein,etfestinorefabeUapraa- 

Aliud sonabat yox; aliud tue- dium exhilarareni ; res, inquam, 

baotur oculi, alius vuluis, alius perautiqua est, et ex vetustissi- 

aspectuflp majorque videri affla- mis auctoribus repetenda, &c. 

toB est numine quando. Tan- [Eras. £p. Joanni Sixtino. ed. 

dem qnum et k>ngius processb- Bas. 1521. p*352.] 

set disputatio, et esset quam ut < Johannes Coietus, vir acris 
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of Colet, it was so great and lasting, that after he was 
preferred to the deanery of St. Paul's and himself at 
Lincoln's-inn, he constantly attended on his excellent 
lectures ; of which more fully in another place. 

Erasmus (who made up one of the happy trium- 
virate) was so well pleased with the air and conver- 
sation of Oxford^ that, like many other students, he 
staid till he had spent all his money, and was in- 
debted for his commons. Upon this exigence, he 
writ to the lord Mountjoy, to send him that little 
money he had in his hands, that he might be just to 
father Chamock, who had treated him with all pos- 
sible civility and bounty". 

In this letter, dated from Oxford in 1498, he re- 
members the humanity of Colet, as well as of the 
prior Chamock, and says, that nothing can be 
more sweet, lovely, and charming, than the temper 
and conversation of these two men : he could live 
even in Scythia, or any the remotest part of the 
world, with two such agreeable friends and com- 
panions \ 

Towards the end of the same year, Erasmus, ex- 



exactique judkii, in familiaribud 
colloquiis subinde dioere solet, 
'* Britannise non nisi unicum 
*< esse ingenium," cum hsc in- 
sula tot egregiis ingeniis floreat. 
[Eras. Ep. Uld. Hutteno de Vita 
Mori.] 

" — Pecunias meas, annulo 
tuo diligenter obsignatas, mitte. 
Priori jam sum multis nomini- 
bus obeeratus. Ministratille qui- 
dem turn benigne, turn prompte. 
Verum quando ille humanissimi 
hominis officio functus est, par 
est nos invicem gratorum ho- 
minum munere fiingi ; et quam 



ille libenter dedit, tam nos li- 
benter reddere. Ut rara supel- 
lectile, ita bonis amicis parcius 
utenduni esse censeo. [Eras. 
Ep. Gul. Montjoio.] 

^-— Dici non potest, quam 
mihi dulcescat Angiia tua; id- 
que partim consuetudine, que 
omnia dura lenire solet; partim 
Coleti, Chamocique prions hu- 
manitate, quorum moribus nihil 
fingi potest suarius, mellitius, 
amabilius: cum his duobus 
amicis, ego ve\ in extrema Scy- 
thia vivere non recusem. [lb.] 
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tremely well pleased with his enjoyments at Oxford, 
being supplied with money, returned to London, to 
wait upon his pupil, the lord Mountjoy ; and to gam 
and cultivate a better acquaintance with the men of 
studies and travels, who at that season of the year 
resorted to the court and city. 

The next summer (if his epistles were right 
dated) he seems to have made a second visit to the 
university of Oxford, in attendance upon his scholar 
the lord Mountjoy ; who left his young l^dy for a 
while, to go down and study at Oxford, under the 
direction of his old master. From thence Erasmus 
often wrote to his friend Mr. Tho. More of Lin- 
coln^s-inn ; and wished he would put the men of let- 
ters, who were then in London, in mind of writing to 
him, that he might enlai^ and fill up the number of 
learned friends, and maintain an useful correspond- 
ence with them. And it seems to have been at this 
time that Erasmus, and his admired friend Master 
Colet, held first their learned conferences upon our 
blessed Saviour's reluctances and fears before his last 
passion ; the substance of which Erasmus put after- 
wards into writing^. 

Mr. Colet did by no means approve of the com- 
mon opinion of divines, that our Saviour, upon a 
prospect of his agonies, did in his human nature 
shrink from them ; and as true man, was afraid of 
the cross, and would have declined his sufferings on 
it : and that from the natural desire of escaping the 
trial and cruel torments, he let fall that expression. 



^ Des. ErasmiRot dbputati- est mortem deprecari, Pater^ H 

imcula de tsdiOy pavore, tris- Jieri potest^ trameat a me calix 

titia Jesu, instante supplicio cru- iste, 
CIS, deque verbis quibus visus 

d3 



Digitized by 



Google 



88 



THE LIFE OP 



as it were, of human weakness ; Father ^ if it he 
possible^ let this cup pass from me. He thought 
this avoidance of the shame and punishment was un- 
worthy of our Saviour^s ardent desire of mankind's re- 
demption. He would rather have the signs of re- 
luctancy to be only a way of recommending his re- 
solution to bear all for the sake of souls, and giving 
the better trial of his obedience and fortitude ; that 
within the view of his cross, and bitter agonies upon 
it, it might the better become him to say, Neverthe^ 
less J not my wUly hut thine, O Lord, he done: and 
for this sense of the scripture, he dted St. Je- 
rome, &c. 

The other opinion, that of the schoolmen, was 
maintained by Erasmus, who thought it did not de- 
rogate from our Saviour's patience or love of souls, to 
suppose, that as he was become man, he would be 
subject to human infirmities, and exert that nature 
by flying from pain, and earnestly deprecating a de- 
liverance from it, &c. 

As Erasmus has himself stated the arguments on 
both sides ', it is plain that Colet had the advantage 



' Heri, quum in pomendiaoa 
conflictatiunctila nostra, Colete» 
multa quidem abs te tam acute, 
tarn graviter dicerentur, nee 
tuam mihi sententiam satis pro- 
bares; a qua tamen dissendre 
ma^ potenun, quam refeUere ; 
mihique viderer non tam causa 
esse inferior, quam facundia, 
oontentionemtu quidem in prse- 
sentia, pro tua modestia, re- 
mittebas : Terum digredientem, 
ut rem mecum attentius, amus- 
satiusque perpenderem, orabas, 
negans te dubitare quin si ita 
fiu»«m, illico pedibus in tuam 



itunis essem sententiam. Ac. 
meo quidem judicio iiEunebas 
prudenter. Sciebas enim (ut 
graviter dixit Mimus iUe no* 
bilis) nimium altercando non- 
nunquam amitti veritatem ; 
prBBsertim si disputatio peraga- 
tur his testibus, apud quos doc- 
trinfle nostrse opinionem pencil- 
tan credamus. Aderat autera 
Richardus Chamocus prsesul, 
vetustissimus amicus tibi, mihi 
recens hospes; sed utriusque 
nostrum pene ex aequo tum 
amans, tum admirans. Itaque 
monitis tuis, mi Colete, libenter 
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of the best meaniiig and of the greatest cpurage, in 
departing from the common sentiments of the schools 
and the church, in that credulous age : and it is fur- 
ther evident, that in this controversy those two 
friends were an example of fair disputants; their 
contention being for what each of them thought the 
truth, without the least upbraiding or exposing one 
another. And Erasmus concludes his epistle con- 
cerning this dispute in the most friendly and re- 
spectM manner^^. He calls himself a rash fellow for 
presuming, and a raw soldier for entering the lists 
with such an experienced general as Colet: he 
ought to have remembered, that a rhetorician (as Co- 
let loved to caU him) was no match for a divine^ 
especially one who had brought out of Italy the most 
el^ant and ancient learning, the treasure of both 
languages Greek and Latin, &c. And therefore he 
might well be afraid of receiving any answer frpm 
Mr. Colet upon this subject, lest he should not b^ 
aUe to bear the weight and force of it. Mr. Colet 



sum obsecutus; remque totam 
mecum aninio repetens, paulo 
Bam fixius pressiusque contem- 
platuiy deposito omni studio, 
lationes utriusque componens 
stque expendens, imo permu- 
latkme facta, \|t tuis perinde 
ac mds faverom, et ineas non mi- 
Dus acriter quam si tue fuissent, 
eicntefem. £ipariar igitur si 
possim pugnara Ulam uDiversam 
literis repraeseDtare. 

y — Sed O me temerarium, 
qui yix dum tyruncuius tanto 
cum imperatore audeam con- 
gredi, pneseitiin homo, ut tu 
▼ocas, rhetoricus, in re tarn 
dieologica, hoc est, in arena 
non mea. Venmi nihil non au- 



dendum mihi putavi apud te, 
qui quidem elegantiorem vetus- 
tioremque omnem eruditionem 
ita scite calleas, tantas utriusr 
que lingufle opes ex Italia de- 
portaris, ut isthoc uno nomine 
Coletiim vix dum satis agnos* 

cant theologi. Sea jam 

tuam illam ferratam aciem, 
Nestoreaque instructam arte, 
expeoto. Expecto classicum Ulud 
ingens. Expecto tela ilia Cole- 
tica, vel Herculanis oertiom; in- 
terim et ipse vires ingenii ex- 
plicabo, contraham copias, li- 
brorum auxilia comparabo, ne 
primam tuam impressionem 
sustinere non queam. 
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had likewise proposed to Erasmus some doubts and 
queries about several darker passages in the epistles 
of St. Paul, which Colet understood in a sense dif- 
ferent from the common acceptation of the church. 
«* These matters," saith Erasmus, " since it is dan- 
** gerous to dispute openly of them, I had rather re- 
** serve them to our private conversation ; as fitter 
" for word of mouth than writing. Farewel, Colet, 
^ thou best of men, the ornament of this university, 
<' and my singular delight and pleasure. At Qx^ 
^ fordV^ 

To this letter, master Colet made a very agree- 
able answer, teUing him, that his episde, as it was 
of a good length, so it was the more affecting and 
pleasant to him : he saw in it a very tenacious me* 
mory, and a very faithful recapitulation of what had 
passed between them: he found in it likewise a 
style worthy a philosopher, apt, just, significant ; set- 
ting things in a true light, and even sweetening them 
as much as the severe subject would allow : so that 
the more he read it over, the more he was instructed 
and delighted by it " But,** says he, " though it be 
'^ full of forcible arguments and of authorities that 
•* are powerful in their weight, as well as in their 
" number ; yet they can never wrest from me, or 
** any way diminish, that opinion which I have deeply 
*' imbibed from St. Jerome. Not that I would be 
** obstinate and hardened in any inveterate error ; 
** but because I verily think, that I follow and de- 
*^ fend that opinion which is true, or most like the 

■ -De reliquis, qwB propo- illis UiXtm^ vf^varoK, voce 

nebas ex epistolis PauliDis, quam literis agitare. Vale, de- 

quoniam sunt periculosa dispu- cus hujus scholse, et mea Yolup* 

tatu, malo coram, in nostris las, Colete optune. Oxonis. 
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<^ truth. In the mean time hear with patience : and 
^ when, like two flints, we are striking one another, 
^ if any spark of light flies out, let us eagerly catch 
''at it : we seek not for our own opinion, but for 
^ the truth ; which in this mutual conflict may per- 
" haps be extorted, as fire out of steel\'' 

The answer to the ai^uments of Erasmus follows 
in sudi a manner as might be expected from a gen- 
tleman of sense and good nature. First he confutes 
a notion of Erasmus, held by many others, that the 
holy scriptures were so full and abounding, that they 
might contain several senses in the same words and 
expressions. ** Not,'' says he, " that I deny the fiil- 
^ ness of the scriptures : no, I admire the exuberant 
^ fruitfulness and plenitude of them. But I think it 
^ becomes a fruitfiil womb to have its birth of one 
^ kind, full and perfect ; not of various kinds, loose 
^ and undetermined in the nature of them ^." 



*Tiia epistola^ eruditissime 
Erasme^ ut est bene loDga» ita 
est ead^ vel multo magis certe 
et diaertissima, et jucundiasima. 
In ea vidi memoriam tenaoem, 
et noBtrs altercationis fideleni 
recenaionem : in ea acumen 
iatud tuum, quo vis tam fiunle 
penetrans, quam feliciter: in 
eadem etiam stilum philosopho 
dignoin, aptuni» verum, signi- 
finntem» educentem in luoem 



res ipsas, et easdem, quatenus 
materisB acrimouia pautur dul- 
oorantem. Itaque et docuit me 
tua qMstola lectitantem valde et 
delectavit. Tamen quanquam 
et aigumentis impetuosa est, 
et postea exemplis potentibus, 
oerte tam pondere, quam nu- 
merp violenta; tamen meam 



mihi 0[Nnionem, quam ex Hie- 
ronymo alte imbibi, nihil adhuc 
nee extorquet, nee diminuit. 
Non quod sumus protervi nos, 
et improba perdnacia indurati : 
sed quod (baud scb an recte) 
tamen quod vel verum, vd 
quod verisimiUus eat, nos sequi 
et tueri arbitmmur. Tu interea 
patenter audi; ac noe ambo, 
coUidentibus inter se silictbus, 
si quis ignis excutiatur, eum 
avide apprehendamus ; verita- 
tem enim quaerimus, non opi* 
nionis offensionem ; quae forsan, 
arguniento argumentum recu* 
tiente, ut ignis ex ferro, a ferro 
percusso elucebit. 

^ — Primum quidem non pos* 
sum assentire tibi cum multis a- 
liis id dicenti,.et meo judicio er- 
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After this, he was going on to answer his argu- 
ments in order. " But," says he, •* other business 
*' calls me now away, and I must abruptly end this 
** letter. Consider in the mean while how to defend 
** your cause ; for I shall certainly attack you in my 
" next letter, till then farewel*^." 

Mr. Colet kept his word, and sent a confutation 
of all the foregoing arguments of Erasmus : but it 
seems the remaining papers were lost or stolen 
away^. 

While Erasmus made some stay at Oxford, the 
occasions of master Colet called him to some other 
part of England : but whatever was the distance, 
those two friends kept a constant correspondence, 
and Colet used to send his own servant to carry and 
bring back the letters that passed between them. 

In one of them ^ master Colet had kindly reproved 



rant], sacras litems, saltem uno 
aliquo in genere, suapte foecun- 
ditate plures senmis parere. Nod 
quod nolim ipsas quam foBCun- 
dissimas esse, quarum exube- 
rantem foBCunditatem plenitu- 
dinemque unice admiror: sed 
quod opiner, foBCunditads esse 
ipsius non parturire plura, sed 
UDum aliquody et ipsum verissi- 
mum. 

« — Nunc ex proposito de- 
scendendum esset in campum, 
et cum tuis argumentis confli- 
geodum. Sed uia me avocant ; 
ut nunc cogar huic epistole fi- 
nem ponere. Quapropter cau- 
sam nostram tecum, et cum 
ista instructa acie argumento- 
ram, dimicationem in alia epi* 
stola expecta. Vale interea. 

^ — Bis ad hsec respondit 
Coletus; toties rursum Eras- 



mus : verum ea non quibant ha* 
beri, cum hsec imprimerentur. 
[Ep. edit. Argentorati anno 
1515. 4to.] 

'Quam ketabar antea vel (also 
laudari a ?iro omnium laudatis- 
simo, tam nunc admoneri gau- 
deo ab amico sincerissimo. Igi- 
tur posthac pro tuo arbitratu 
tuum Erasmum vel laudato, 
Tei oljurgato, modo quotidie 
literarum tuarum aliquid hue 
advolet ; qua re nihil possit ac- 
cidere jucundius. Quod neo- 
tericum theologorum genus, 
qui meris argutiis et sophistieis 
cavilladonibus insenescunt, tibi 
negas placere; ne tu mecura 
vehementer, mi Ck>lete^ sends. 
Non quod illorum studia dam- 
nem^ qui nttllum omnino stu- 
dium non laudo ; sed cum sola 
sunt ista, nee uUis antiquioribus 
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Erasmus for some fault and omission in him : which 
though not mentioned by Erasmus, yet we find how 
well it worked with him ; and that he thought these 
kind monitions were rather an establishment than a 
breach of friendship, and without which plain dealing 
it was impossible it should subsist long. Then he 
freely expressed his great dislike of that new theo« 
logy 9 which was unhappily brought into the church 
by the modem schoolmen, and was in effect nothing 
but the art of trifling and wrangling : telling him 
that he had set himself against those scholastical di- 
yines ; and would, if possible, restore the theological 
studies that were founded upon the scriptures and 
the primitive fathers. That it was upon this view 
he had publidy in Oxford expounded the epistles of 
St. Paul ; and should be glad of a partner in that 
labour of searching the scriptures. And he earnestly 
pressed Erasmus to join with him, and to undertake 
a like public exposition of some part of the Old Testa- 
ment, (while he himself was employed in the New,) 
either a book of Moses, or the eloquent Isaiah, that 
he might so warm the minds and affections of the 
students in those cold winter months that were now 
coming on ^ 

This excellent letter of Mr. Colet is lost : but the 

degandoribusqae condita lite- tuas ; proYiDciam (its me Dens 

ris, gusmodi mihi videntur, ut amet) sumpsisti multb modis 

flciolum et contentiosuiii ho- pidcherrimam, i|>sius theologiee 

minem reddere possiQt; sf^ien- nomine piissimam, &c. 

tem an possint, viderint alii. ^ — Hortaris enim, imo pene 

Quo cum hominum genere in- convicio efflagitas, ut quemad- 

expugnabili qnum tu, Colete, di- modum tu Paulum, itidem ego 

micationem susceperis, ut vete- vel priscum ilium Mosen, ve\ 

rem iUam ac veram theologiam, iacundum Esaiam enarrans, hi- 

istoram spinis obaitam implex- bernis his mensibus frigentia 

amque tu pristinum nitorem ac (uti scribis) hujus gymnaaii stu* 

dignitatem pro tua viiili resti- dia coner acoendere. 
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aoQSwer of Erasmus shews the contents of it. Wh^^ 
in, among the excuses made for not complying with 
the advice of it ^ the best excuse of Erasmus was» 
that he must soon return to Paris. In the mean 
time, while he was detained in England, partly by 
the winter season, and partly by an embargo laid on 
shipping, upon the flight of a certain commander, 
[t. e. an escape out of the Tower, made by the pre- 
tender Perkin Warbeck,] he had retired for a few 
months to that famous university, to converse with 
scholars and divines, rather than with courtiers. He 
would have Colet go on with his laudable endeavours 
of reforming the studies of divinity, and says : ** As 
** soon as I am conscious to myself of strength and 
^ ability sufficient, I will readily come in to your as* 
<< sistance ; and be diligent at least, if not useful, in 
** that excellent work. In the mean time, nothing 
** can be a greater pleasiu*e, than either in discourse, 
^* or by letter, to inquire into the sense and right 
^ meaning of the holy scriptures. Farewell, my 



8 — Ego vero, qui mecum 
habitare didici, nee ignoro quam 
•it mihi curta supellez, neqae 
doctrinse tantum arrogo, quse 
tantis obeuDdia rebus sufficiat ; 
Deque tantum animi robur mi- 
hi reor adesse, ut tot hominum 
sua fortiter tuentium invidiam 
queam sustinere. Quod si 
maxime par aim, ne liceat qui- 
dem: nam mox Lutetiam re- 
lictam repeto ; interim, dum me 
partim hyems hie alligat, partim 
lecens eujusdam ducis fiisa non 
ainit exire, tuto in hane lauda- 
tisBimam academiam me eon- 
tuli» ut unum aut aiterum men- 
8em» eum tui similibus potius, 
quam cum torquatis btis aulicis 



agerem. Ceterum ubi mihi eon- 
Bcius ero, adesse robur et vires 
Justas, aocedaro et ipse tuis par« 
tibus, et in asserenda theologia, 
si non egr^iam, eerte sedulam 
o|>eram navabo; interim mhil 
mihi possit esse dulcius, quam 
(ita ut coepimus) quoddie vei 
coram, vel per epistolas, de sa- 
cris Uteris inter nos eonflictari. 
Vale, mi Colete. Humanissi- 
mus prsesul, Richardua Char- 
nocus, hospes mens, communis 
mihi tecum amicus, Jussit tibi 
suis verbis multam salutem ad- 
scribi. Oxonis, e eoll^o ca- 
nonicorum ordinis divi Augusti- 
ni^ quod vulgo dieitur S. Marise. 
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^ Colet. The most courteous prelate, [all heads of 
^religious houses were so called,] Richard Char- 
*' nock, my host, and our common fiiend, bids me 
*' give you his wishes of health and happiness. Qx- 
*' ford: from the convent of canons of the order of 
^ St Augustine, commonly called St Mary'^.'' Thus 
ends the epistle which is prefixed to the first im» 
IM*ession of the dispute, JDe Tadio et Pavore Christie 
though it seems to have no relation to it, but to have 
been upon some other subject 

In this epistolary intercourse, Colet and Erasmus, 
like true Christians and divines, consulted and in- 
structed one another. And their conversation, while 
together in En^nd, was to promote their mutual 
studies and endeavours for the public good : which 
they continued to do many years after this : for when 
Erasmus was here preparing his immortal work, the 
New Testament in its original, and a new Latin 
version, he was very much assisted by Dr. Colet ; 
who lent lum two very authentic Latin copies '', of 
so great antiquity, that he was at first a stranger to 
the literature of them, and was forced to leam their 
alphabet, that he might understand them I 



^ The two first Gospels were 
copied out of them bjr Peter 
Meghen, a rare scribe with one 
e^e, bora at Brabant in Flanders. 
He was kept by Dr. Colet, in 
the dean*8 house at Paul's: 
and his most tair transcript is 
iiow kept in th« public library 
at Cambridge. [Smith's Life of 
Coiet. 1662.] Habui duos co- 
dices vetustissimos ex biblio- 
thecacoil^i quod est Londini 
ncrum divo Paulo, ex his quam 
miiJui restitui. [Eras. Apoiog. 



adv. Sutorem. Op. torn. ix. p. 

* Testamentum quod vocant 
Novum, omni qua licuit diligen- 
tia, quaque decuit fide, recog- 
novimus; idque primum ad 
Graecam veritatem: ad quam, 
seu foDtem, si quid inciderit, 
confugere, non solum illustrium 
theologorum exempla suadent; 
verum etiam toties monent 
Hieronymus et AugustinuSj et 
ipsa Romanorum pontificum 
decreta jubent : deinde ad fidem 
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After the departure of Erasmus, master Colet had 
still his common residence at Oxford, where he went 
on with his useful exposition of the apostolical 
epistles ; and did it in such a clear affectionate way, 
that he gained much upon his audience. 

At this time it was a new thing to have any read- 
ings upon, the scriptures, even in that place where a 
public divinity lecture was founded by king Ed- 
ward IV '^^ And though theological disputations 
were frequently had in many houses, (especially of 
the religious,) yet the scholastical divinity, (which 
then generally prevailed,) did very little concern it- 
self with scripture. Their readings were ushered 
in with a text, or radier a sentence of Scotus and 
Aquinas : and the explication was not trying it by 
the word of God ; but by the voice of other scholas- 
tic interpreters, and the intricate turns of what they 
called logic ; which was then nothing but the art of 
corrupting human reason and the Christian faith. It 
may be noted here, that the use and study of the 
ecriptures was so low at that time, and even in this 
university of Oxford, that the being admitted a 
bachelor of divinity, gave only liberty to read the 
Master of the Sentences, [Pet. Lombard,] and the 
highest degree of doctor of divinity did not admit a 
man to the reading of the scriptures : which made 
Mr. Colet so careless as to those degrees ; who would 
not take them several years after he was capable of 

vetustissimorum Latins lingus cenda lectio, et in noscttaiiiib 

codicum, quorum duos exhibuit elementis fuerit rqnienuoen- 

eximius ille divinae philosophis dum. [Erasmos lectori^ in An* 

mystes, Johannes Coletus, Pau- not. N.T.] 

linie i4)ud Londinum ecclesiae ^ Hist, et Antiq. Oxon. lib. 

decanus ; adeo priscis literanim xi. p. 32. 

typis, ut mihi ab integro dis- 
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them» till at last (by the importunity of his friends) 
we find him doctor of divinity in the year 1504, (as 
Mr. Wood says,) a degree very becoming one who 
had such preferments as he then enjoyed; and 
greater he was designed for; though his thoughts 
were so much engaged, that he could hardly attend 
to any thing else but the destruction of that idol of 
Ignorance, the cobweb divinity of the schools, and to 
exalt the scriptures and Jesus Christ in its room; 
which was all the honour he sought 

He had observed these schoolmen to be a heavy 
set of formal fellows, that might pretend to any 
thing rather than to wit and sense : for to argue so 
elaborately about the opinions and the very words of 
other men, to snarl in perpetual objections, and to 
distingmsh and divide into a thousand niceties ; this 
was rather the work of a poor and barren invention 
than any thing else \ 

It all along appears that Colet was a great despiser 
of the Scotists ; and eren sometimes an abhorrer of 
them : chiefly because they would be divines, with- 
out so much as reading the scriptures ; as Erasmus 
observed with some indignation*". And that he 
thought them as bad as even Colet himself did, is 
very plain from an epistle he wrote to one of his 
pupils, (Mr. Grey,) wherein he sets them out in their 

1 Scodstas, qaibus hominam ^ — Audivi ego nonnullos, 

▼ulgitt oeu peculiare tribuit acu- qui sibi usque adeo humanis illia 

meD, [Cohetus] aiebat sibi videri conimentatiunculis plaeebant, 

ftopidos, et hebetes, et quidvis ut veterum interpretamenta pe- 

potim quam ingeniosos : nam ne pro somniis oontemDereDt ; 

ai^gutari circa aiienas sententias, tantumque illis fiducise Scotus 

•c verbav nunc hoc arrodere, fiiciebat, ut ne lectis unquam 

mmc illiid, et omnia minntatim sacris Uteris, se tamen absolutoa 

disBecare, ingenii esse sterilis theologos putarent. [Erasmi 

et inopis. [Bras. Jod. Jon. ed. Enchiridion. Op. torn. v. p. 8.] 
Baa. p. 176.] 
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proper colours. He had at Oxford (somefime be- 
fore) conversed much with them, and now at Paris 
he was so much in their company, that it might (as 
he writes) be thought he had ahnost commenced 
one of them ; *^ a sleepy surly feUow, of a frowning 
^' countenance, heavy eyes ; a sort of walking ghost, 
^* and perfectly another man. The mysteries of their 
^' profound science, they affirm, cannot be attained by 
'< any one who holds a correspondence with the muses 
^* or graces. Their followers must unlearn all good 
^* letters, and cast up whatever they have drunk 
^ upon the banks of HeUcon. I will endeavour," 
says he, *^ to talk no pure Latin, to say nothing 
** smooth or smart, and by degrees I may be fit to 
** be owned by them, &a Yet I would not have 
** you think that I say any thing against the profes- 
^ sion of divinity, (which I entirely love and honour,) 
^* but only against the mongrel divines of the present 
** generation ; a sort of wretched creatures, whose 
'^ brains are rotten, their language barbarous, their 
^' apprehension dull and stupid, their knowledge 
^< abstruse and knotty, their manners very rough, 
** their Uves a mere scene of hypocrisy, their speech 
^ virulent, and their hearts as black as heU Faie- 
^* welL Paris, 1499".'* 



" — Rem oppido quam pro- 
digtosam audies, sed veram. 
Ego, ille vetus theologus, nu- 
per Sootiftta esse CGepi. Quam 
rem ut superi bene vertant, tu 
quoque debes apprecari, si 
mihi faves. Conterranei tui 
fiomniis (nam Sootum, ut oUm 
fiiic Homerus, a diversis regio- 
nibus oertatim adoptatum, An- 
gli potissimum sibi vendicant) 



adeo sumus immersi, ut vix ad 
Stentoris vocem videamur ex- 
perrecturi. Quid si Fideres 
Erasmum inter sacros illos Soo* 
tistasxcxT'^rra, 8edentem,e sub- 
limi solio pnelegente Gryllar- 
do? Si cemeres.frontem con- 
tractam, oculos stupentes, vul- 
tum soliicitum? alterum esse 
diceres. Negant huius disci- 
plinae mystena perdpt posse ab 
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This mean opinion of Scotus, and his rigid dis- 
ciples, Erasmus had borrowed chiefly from the good 
judgment of master Colet; who despised those 
schooknen while they were in the greatest vogue 
with the common people : and even the most cele- 
brated Aquinas was not more favoured by him than 
the rest. ** When I," says Erasmus, " once took oc- 
<< casion to commend Thomas Aquinas, as not con- 
** temptible among the later schoolmen, because he 
'* seemed to have studied the scriptures, and to have 
** consulted the primitive writers, &c. he held his 
" tongue, and seemed purposely to take no notice of 
** it. But when afterwards, in another discourse 
'* with him, I said somewhat more in praise of 
'* Aquinas, he looked wistly upon me, to observe 
^^ whether I spoke in jest or earnest : and taking me 
'^ to be in earnest, he raised himself into some 
•* warmth, and said ; Why are you so fond of com- 
^ mending that schoolman, who, without a great deal 
*' of arrogance, could never have reduced all things 
** into such positive and dogmatical definitions ; and 
** without too much of a worldly spirit, he could 
^ never have so much corrupted and defiled the pure 
'* doctrine of the gospel with his mixture of profane 

eo, cui qaicquam omnino com- dicta theologian), quam, ut scis, 

meidi sit cum Musis, aut cum unice semper colui : sed in nos- 

Gratiis. Dediscendum est, si tree tempestatis theologastros 

quid bonarum literarum attige- quosdam jocari libuit, quorum 

lis; revomendum, si quid hau- cerebellis nihil puddius, lingua 

sens ex Helicone. Adnitor pro nihil barbarius, ingenio nihil 

virili, ne quid Latine dicam, ne stupidius, doctrina nihil spino- 

quid venuste, aut salse : et vi- 8ius> moribus nihil asperius, vita 

detur res procedere; spes est nihil fucatius, oratione nihil 

fore, ut Brasmum agnqscant virulentius, pectore nihil nigrius. 

aliquando, &c. Venim ne quid Bene vale. Lutetiae, anno 1499. 

erres, mdlitissime Greie; no- [Erasmi £p« ed. Bas. p. 3 1 1 .] 
Urn hsc interpreteris in ipsam 
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** philosophy ? I admired this freedom of Colet in 
" censuring the head and father of the Thomists: 
*' and it made me look a little more narrowly into 
'^ the writings of that celebrated schoolman ; which 
** when I had done, it abated very much of my fbr- 
" mer esteem for him ^Z" 

That Mr. Colet by his own strength of judgment, 
and Erasmus by his example, should have, in those 
dark days of ignorance and superstition, such sense 
and courage as to despise the schoolmen on both 
sides ; this was a good sign and token of their soon 
opening a way for the reformation. For indeed those 
scholastical divines, on T)oth sides of the church of 
Rome, had made themselves the pillars and buttresses 
of it ; and when they were pulled away, the mighty 
fabric could not but appear weak and ready to fall. 

Erasmus tells his friend Colet, in another epistle, 
(from Cambridge,) that he was forced to fight for 
him with the Thomists and Scotists of that placed: 
being the more angry with those fellows, for hinder- 



o — Thomse taroen, nescio 
qua de causa, iniquior erat 
quani Scoto. Etenim cum bunc 
apud ilium aliauando laudarem^ 
ut inter recentiores non asper- 
nandum, quod et sacras literas, 
et autores veteres videretur 
evolvisse (cujus rei suspicionem 
mihi fecerat catena que voca- 
tur aurea) et aliquid haberet in 
scriptis aflectuum, semel atque 
iterum dissimulavit obdcescens. 
Verum ubi rureus, in alio col- 
loquio, inculcarem eadem vehe- 
mentius^ obtuitus est me, velut 
observans serio ne bsc dice- 
rem, an e/pftwci/«y, cum animad- 
verteret me ex animo loqui, tan- 
quain afflatus spiritu quodani. 



Quid tu, inquit, mibi pmdicas 
istum, qui nisi habuisset multum 
arrc^antie, non tantatemeritale, 
tantoque supercilio definiaset 
omnia ; et nisi babuisset aliquid 
spiritus mundani, non ita totam 
Christi doctrinam sua prophana 
pbilosopbia contaminasset. Ad- 
miratus sum bominis IwBwa-M- 
^fioy, coepique diligentius ej us viri 
scripta evolvere. Quid verbis 
opus est ? omnino decessit aU- 
quid meae de illo sestimationi. 
[Eras. Ep. Jod. Jon. ed. Bas. 
P-S76.] 

P — Elst mihi nonnunquam 
dimicatio pro te cum bis Tho- 
mistis et Scotistis; sed de his 
coram. [Erasmi Epist.] 
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ii^ the prc^^ress of learning ; especially of the Greek 
language, at that time making its way into the 
world : which they were so mad at, that they could 
not forbear flying out against it even in their pul- 
pits^; and endeavoured to run it down, under the 
notion of heresy, as hath been before hinted ^ . 

But for all the good precautions of great and wise 
men, polite learning and the true use of the learned 
languages made slow advances in the world. And 
this calls to mind a pleasant passage of one of the 
dan before spoken of. 

Though the knowledge of the Greek tongue was 
at this time very low, yet there was a comment on 
Aristotle ventured upon for the sake of the school- 
men ; wherein, (as ill-luck would have it,) by the mis- 
take (or rather ignorance) of the commentator, in- 
stead of ifnjx^ €<mv SvXo^, anima est immaterialis^ was 
read ifo^x^ ^^'^ aiyJog* and so it was rendered anima 
est tUnaf instead of immaterialis. This put the good 
man's brains, while reading upon that author, on the 
tenters to dear his text : but at last he thought he 
had done notably, when he brought no less than 
fifteen reasons (such as they were) to prove that odd 
assertion, that the soul was a pipe, which Aristotle 
never so much as dreamt of. 

This was the case with all of them, as to their 

^ — Peccant qui odiose voci- rant) qui corrigit precationem 

fena&tnr in hactenus recepta dominicam, qui castigat canti* 

studia, licet infiomtia : sed gre- cum Magnificat, qui emendat 

vina peccant, qui conscenso evangelium S.Johannis. Adeste 

suggesto, unde solet audiri tuba pnefecti, succurrite cives, tan- 

evangeliea, Christi gloriam per- tam pestem arcete rebus buma- 

sonans, seditiose clamitant ; ar- nis. [Eras. Epist. ad Laur. 

oeielibeioa vestroa a Gnecis lite- Campag. Card, prsfixa Parapb. 

ria, bine nascuntur beereses ; ne in ep. ad Epbes.] 
tangite libros illius et illius (ne- ' Page 1 3. 
que enini a nominibus tempe- 

£2 
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ignorance in the Greek tongue. But yet they hugged 
themselves under this venerable mantle, and pro- 
claimed every one an heretic, who understood that 
tongue ; especially if he made use of hb skiU in 
translating or criticising upon the New Testament. 
And this aversion to good literature remained all the 
reign of Henry VII. and the beginning of Henry VIII. 
About which time, even at Oxford, a preacher de- 
claimed openly at St. Mary's against the pernicious 
innovation of the Greek tongue ; and raised such a 
ferment about it among the students, that the king, 
then at Woodstock, (having had the matter rightly 
stated to him by Mr. Thomas More and Richard 
Pace,) sent his royal letters to the university, to allow 
and commend that study among the young men\ 

It was not long after this, that a divine, preaching 
at court, presumed to rail plentifully at Greek learn- 
ing, and new interpretations of the scripture. Dr. 
Pace cast his eyes upon the king, to observe how his 
majesty was affected with such stuff. The king 
smiled upon Pace by way of contempt of the 
preacher; and after sermon sent for him, and ap- 
pointed a solemn disputation, wherein he himself 
would be present, to debate the matter between the 

* — Anglia duas habet acade- am, Id popular! concione, mag- 

mias, haudquaquam incelebres, nis et atrocibus convitiis de- 

Cantabngiam et Oxoniam. In bacchari coepit in Gnecas lite- 

utraque traduntur Gnecae li- ras. At rex, ut non indoctus 

terse: sed Cantabrigise tran- ipse, ita bonis literis favens 

quille, quod ejus scholse prin- (qui turn forte in propinquo 

ceps sit Johannes Fischerius, erat) re per Morum et Pacseum 

episcopus Roffensis, non enidi- cognita, denunciavit, ut volen- 

tione tantum, sed et vita theo- tes ac lubentes Gnecanicam H- 

logica. Venim Oxonis, cum teraturam amplecterentur. Ita 

juvenis quidam, non vuigariter rabulis illis impositum est silen- 

doctus, satis feliciter Grseca tium. [Eras. £p. Pet. Mosel- 

proBteretur; barbanis quispi- lauo, LfOvan. 1519.] 
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preacher opposing, and Mr. Thomas More defend- 
nig the use of the Greek tongue. When the time 
came, Mr. More began an eloquent apology in favour 
of that ancient language. The divine, instead of an- 
swering to the purpose, fell down upon his knees, 
and only begged pardon for giving any offence in the 
pulpit And excusing himself, that what he did, 
was by the impulse of the Spirit : not the spirit of 
Christ, says the king, but the spirit of infatuation. 
His majesty then asked him, whether he had read 
any thing of Erasmus ? He said. No. Why then, 
says the king, you are a very foolish fellow, to cen- 
sure what you never read. I have read, says he, 
something they call Moritti Yes, says Pace, may 
it please your highness, such a subject is fit for 
such a reader. At last the preacher, to bring him- 
self the better off, declared, that he was now better 
reconciled to the Greek tongue, because it was de- 
rived from the Hebrew. The king, amazed at the 
ignorance of the man, dismissed him, with a charge 
that he should never again preach at court ^ 



' — Aocipe et alteram, huic 
simiiem febellam. Theologus 
quidaniy cum in aula conciona- 
retur apad eundem r^m, 
oaepit in Gnecas litems, et novoa 
inteq>rete8, noo minus impu- 
denterquam stolide debaochari. 
Pacstts in regem conjecit ocu- 
I08, obaervans quo vultu hec 
audiiet. Is mox Pacseo sua- 
viter amsit. Peracta ooocione, 
jossna est adesse theologus. 
Datum est Moro negotium, ut 
adversus hunc tueretur Gnecas 
litems. Rex ei disputation! 
voluit interesse. Ubi Moras 
multa facundissime dixisset ; 



jamque theologi responsio ex- 
pectaretur: is, flexis poplitibus, 
nihil aliud quaro veniam depre- 
catus est : sic tamen extenuans 
admissum, ut diceret se inter 
concionandum Spiritu quodam 
afflatum, hoc in linguam Grse- 
cam effudisse. Tum rex, At- 
qui, inquit, spiritus iste non 
eret Christi, sed stultitie. De- 
inde rogat, num quid l^sset 
Brasmicum ; neque enim latuit 
regem, quod in me torserat 
queedam. Negat legisse. At 
isto, inquit, argumento, declaras 
te palam esse fatuum, qui dam- 
nes quod non legeris. 8ub haec 
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It ought to be looked upon as a siiigular provi- 
dence, that king Henry VIII. was bred a scholar, 
and became a good judge in divinity ; and likewise 
that some of his prime ministers were men of let- 
ters and languages : otherwise the court about this 
time might have been deluded by those old bigots, 
without ever seeing their hypocrisy and profound 
ignonmce. 

To dispute with those old theologues, was like 
fighting with beasts at Ephesus: and yet these 
were the monsters our Colet often engaged with ; 
and did easily vanquish, though not convince. For 
they always looked upon him with a jealous eye ; 
who, besides his love of Greek learning, had some 
other violent ^jrmptoms of heresy upon him : and his 
fiiend Erasmus owns, that he had much more here- 
tical pravity in him, than he himself had. 

Indeed Colet thought some usages in the church 
were intolerable, which Erasmus could more easily 
bear : but both agreed in the necessity of a reform- 
ation ; for which all good and pious men could not 
but sigh out their wishes. And it is certain, that 
both these great men did jointly promote and for- 
ward it; not only in pulling down those strong 
holds of ignorance and corruption, the scholastical 
divinity, and routing entirely both the Scotists and 
Thomists, who had divided the Christian world be- 

theol(^U8 : L^i» inquit, rem quod originem habeant ex lio« 

quauclam, quse vocatur Moria. ffua Hebraica. Rex, admiratus 

Hic Pacsus interloquens. Hoc, insiffnem hominis stultidain, 

ait, argumentum, sereniBsme jussit abire : sed hac l^;e, ne 

rex, huic maxime coDgruit. uDquam rediret io aula ooncio* 

Denique comroentus est theo- naturus. [Eras. £p. Pet. Mo* 

logus et aliud enthymema, quo sellaoo, &c. edit. Bas, 1540. 

leniret factum ; Gnecis, inquit, p. 241.] 
Uteris non periiide sum infensus, 
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tween them ; but also in discoveiiiig the shameful 
abuses of monasteries, and houses called religious, 
and the perils of imposing celibacy on the clergy : 
to which places Colet gave little or nothing while he 
lived, and left not a farthing when he died ; yet not 
so much disliking the orders themselves, as their way 
of living". 

These houses had by this time so far lost their re- 
putation, that a new abbey or priwy had not been 
founded for above thirty years ; and very few and 
slender benefiEurtions had been made to any of the 
ancient foundations. It was in contempt and de- 
spite of them, that public charities began now to 
run in another channel, that of schools and colleges ; 
of which a greater number had been erected and en- 
dowed within that time, than for a hundred years 
before. 

And it is certain, the restoration of languages, and 
the learning of the ancients, was now owing to a 
disrelish of the barbarous schoolmen, and a new 
taste of classic authors, old Greeks and Romans. 
But the students in Scotus and Aquinas had got 
such a rude style, and such an intricate way of puz- 
zling the world, that they had much to unlearn be- 
fore they could attain to any benefit in those politer 
studies. And this was not only the case in England, 
but in other countries. At Florence, the first aca*- 
demy of tongues and arts, we find the noble Jo. Pi- 
cus Mirandula complaining of his blind and slavish 
way of education ; and his grievous loss of time, in 

• ^- Bisque aut nihil, aut beat ordines ; aed quod homines 
qnam minimum largiebatur ; ac profession! suae non responde- 
ne moriens quidem aliquid illis rent [Eras. Jod. Jon.] 
decidit: non quod invisos ha- 

£ 4 
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being so laboriously idle among the schoolmen : to 
no purpose, but to gain an ill habit of mind ^. 

But to return to Colet. Notwithstanding the odium 
he had gained amongst the generality of the church- 
men, and his freedom from ambition of any sort, un- 
less to do good, and to be serviceable to the world ; 
he was, without one single step of his own, made 
dean of St. Paul's ^ upon the promotion of Dr. Ro- 
bert Sherburne to the see of St. David's; who' had 
the temporalities delivered, 12. April, 1505, and the 
restitution of the spiritualities the 4th of May fol- 
lowing •. 

This preferment that wise king, who (as Sir Henry 
Wotton, in a letter, remarks) loved to give unex- 
pected and undesired fietvours, thought very proper 
for him, upon the account of his being a most emi- 



> — Expertus sum ego^ cum 
semper aiias, turn hac proxima 
tua ad me epiatola ; in qua dum 
barbaros hos philosophos in- 
sectaris, quos dicis haberi vulgo 
sordidos, rades, incultos ; quos 
nee vixisse viventes, nedum ex- 
tinct! vivant ; et si nunc vivant, 
vivere in pcenam et contume- 
Ham : ita Hercule sum com- 
motus, ita me puduit piguitque 
studiorum meonim (jam enim 
sexennium apud illos versor) ut 
nihil minus me fecisse velim, 
quam in tam nihili fiunenda re 
tarn laboriose oontendisse. Per- 
diderim ego, inquam» apud Tho- 
mam» Jobannem Scotum, apud 
Albertum, apud Averroem, me- 
liores annos ; tantas vigilias 
quibus potuerim in bonis Uteris 
tortasse nonnihil ease. Dat. 
Florencis, iii. nonas Junias» 
MCCCCLXXXV. [lUusuVi- 
rorum £p. 1526. 4to.] 



y — Ab his sacris laboribus 
[i, e. Paulinis epistolis Oxonise 
enarratis] regis Henrici ejus 
nominis septimi favore, Londi- 
num est revocatus, ac decanus 
apud diyum Paulum fJEUstus, ut 
illius prsesset collegio* ciijus 
literas sic adamabat. Est au* 
tern ea disnitas gus nominis 
apud Anglos prima, tametsi 
sunt alis proventu ma^s opi- 
mo. [Eras. Jod. Jon. id. Jun. 

' Rymer's Foederay torn. xvi. 
p. IIS. 

* After three years be was 
translated from Sl David's to 
Chichester; where, having sat 
twenty-eight years, he died ii. 
Auffust, 1536, aged ninety-six, 
and was buried in his cathedral 
church; which had been cu- 
riously beautified and adorned 
at his own charge. 
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nent divine and excellent preacher, and this the 
chief church in his capital city ; as also his being a 
native of, and the son and heir of one who had been 
twice chief magistrate of that city. 

Such an advancement of Colet did much rejoice 
all good men, who knew his fitness for so eminent a 
station : and his friend Erasmus was sure to take 
the first opportunity of letting him know how grate- 
fiil to him the news was of his honours and prefer- 
ments. For being at this time in the house of an 
Englishman at Paris, Mr. Christopher Fisher ^ a 
singular friend to Dr. Colet, and a special promoter 
of all sorts of good literature, was soon informed 
firom the English court, of this intended disposal of 
the deanery of St. Paul's, and of the degree of doc- 
tor of divinity taken by Mr. Colet, in order to it : so 
he writes him a congratulatory letter ^ ; which be- 



^ Soon after bishop of Elphin 
in Ireland, and prebendary of 
Hiutwayl in the church of 
York; employed as the king*s 
agent in the court of Ronie» 
from whence he brought the 
pope's trifle^ a golden rose, an- 
no 1 510. 

^ Erasmus Joanni Coleto, S.P. 
Si vel amicitia nostra^ doctissime 
Colete, vulgaribus causis coiis- 
set, vel tui mores quioquam un- 
quam vulgi sapuisse visi essent, 
vererer equidem nonnihil, ne ea 
tam longa tamque diutuma lo- 
oorum actemporum sgunctione, 
si non intenisset, certe refrix- 
isaet. Nunc quoniam te mihi 
doctrinae cujusdam singularis 
admirado, amorque pietatis, me 
tibi apes fortasse nonnulla, vel 
opinio potius harum rerum 
oonciliavit; non puto metuen- 
dam esse, quod vulgo vklemtts 



accidere> ne Ideo desierim esse 
in animo, quod absim ab oculis; 
Quod autem compluribus jam 
annis nihil a Coleto redditur li- 
terarum, ?el occupationes tuas, 
vel quod certura non scires ubi 
locorum agerem, denique quid- 
vis potius in causa fiiisse mihi 
persuaserim, quam oblivionem 
amiculi. Sed ut de silentio nee 
debeo, nee velim expostulare te- 
cum, ita majorem in modum te 
oro obsecroque, ut posthac tan-* 
tillum otii sufiureris studiis ne- 
gotiisque tuis, quo me nonnun-> 
quam Uteris tuis compelles. 
Miror nihildum tuarum com- 
mentationum in Paulum atque 
in evangelia prodiisse in lucem. 
Bquidem non ignore tuam mo- 
destiam; verum ista quoque 
tibi aliquando vincenda, et pub- 
licae utilitatis respectu excuti- 
enda. De doctoris titulo, ac de- 



Digitized by 



Google 



68 THE LIFE OP 

gins with an apology for the long silence between 
them : supposing that a friendship first laid in the 
love of learning and religion, cannot easily be dis- 
solved by any distance of time and place, nor by any 
casual intermission of correspondence; and being 
persuaded the reason, why he has had no letter for 
some years from Mr. Colet, was either his continual 
crowd of business^ or his not knowing how to direct 
a letter, (or was indeed any thing mther than a for- 
getfulness of his old friend^) he would not now ex- 
postulate with him for his past silence ; but would 
only a(^ure him, from henceforward, to steal now 
and then an hour from study and business to write 
to him. He wonders Colet had not yet published 
his commentaries on St. Paul's epistles, and on some 
of the four evangelists ; knowing the reason of it to 
be his great modesty, which ought to yield and give 
place to the public good. And as to his doctor's de- 
gree, and the honour of a deanery, and some other 
distinguishing rewards of his virtue and merit ; he 
could not so much congratulate his person, who 
would have nothing but the labour and the burden 
of them, as he did the world, which would have the 
benefit: and the honours themselves, which then 
seemed worthy of their name, when they fell upon 
a man of merit, without his own seeking. 

To this judgment of Erasmus, which proceeded 
from one who knew him so intimately before his ad- 
vancement, accords the account he gives of him af- 

canatuB honore^ Deque noD aliis quam iis, quibus tu ista gestunis 

quibuadam omameDtis, quse tuis es, quam ipsis hoooribus, qui 

virtutibus ultro delata esse au- turn denium hoc nomine digni 

dio, non tarn tibi ^atulor» videntur, cum inciderint in pro- 

quem, certo scio, nihil mde sibi merentem^ neque temen ambi- 

pneter laborem vendicaturum, entem. [Eras. £p. Coleto.] . 
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terwards. " For this excellent man/' says he, ** as if 
** he had been called to the labours, not to the dig- 
^ nity of his office, restored the decayed discipline of 
** his cathedral church, and brought in what was a 
** new practice there, preaching himself upon Sun- 
** days and all solemn festivals. In which course of 
^ preaching, he did not take a desultory text out of 
** the gospel or epistle for the day ; but he chose a 
** fixed and larger subject, which he prosecuted in 
<< several successive discourses, till he had gone 
** through the whole ; as suppose, the gospel of St. 
** Matthew, the creed, or the Lord's prayer. And 
** he had there always a full auditory ; and amongst 
'^ others, the chief magistrates of the dty." 

The frequent preaching of dean Colet, in his own 
cathedral, set a good example to some other deans, 
to do the same good office in their respective 
churches ^ : as particularly at Litchfield, Dr. CoUing- 
wood introduced the pious practice of preaching 
every Sunday ; being the first and only preacher of 
all the deans ^ there. 

That St. Paul's church might be constantly sup- 



^ Hie vir optimus, tanquam 
ad opus vocatus, non ad digni- 
talem, coUegii sui coliapsam 
disciplinam sarcit; etquod erat 
tUic novum, singulia diebus Tes- 
tis ID sue temple coocionari in- 
stituity praeter concioiies eitm* 
ordiuarias quas nunc in reffia, 
none aliis atque aliis locis ha- 
bebat. Porro in sue temple 
Don sumebat sibi carptim 9xga* 
mentam ez evangdioy aut ex 
qNstolis apostoKcis ; sed unum 
aliquod a]]g;unientum propone- 
baty quod diveisis ooncionibos 
ad iioem usqne prosequebatur ; 



puta evaogelium Matthsei, sym- 
bohim fidei, precationem domi- 
nicam. £t habebat auditorium 
frequens ; in quo plerosque pri- 
mores suae civitatis. [Eras. £p.] 
^Magister Radulphus Col- 
lingwood, S. T. P. et prsben- 
darius de Dorset, decanus Lich- 
field preefectus, eodem anno 
(15 12.) inchoavit residentiam 
in primo Januarii. Is primus 
et solus omnium decanonim in 
more habuit, concionem ad po- 
pulum quoiibet die dominico 
habere, ad tempus horae dimidi* 
at». [Angl.Sacr.vol.i. p. 456.] 
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plied, the dean called in to his assistance other 
learned and able persons ; amongst whom was mas- 
ter William Grocyne ; whom he prevailed upon to 
read divinity lectures upon some part or other of the 
holy scriptures, as I conceive : for though Mr, Wood 
seems positive, either from Erasmus, or at least fixim 
Mr. Fox, that his lectures were upon the book of 
Dionysius Areopagita, commonly called Hierarchia 
Ecclesiastica^ even in dean Colet's time; yet this 
seems not probable, if we trust even to the computa- 
tion of Erasmus himself; who answering the divines 
of the faculty of Paris, about 15S0, where he men- 
tions Grocyn's ingenuous and open retractation of 
his opinion ^ in relation to that author, (accounting 
him altogether spurious, though he had a little be- 
fore with great vehemency asserted the contrary,) he 
says expressly, that those lectures upon Dionysius 
were ante annos triginta ; which must carry it back 
to dean Sherbom's time. Dr. Colet's predecessor. 
However, it is plain that the public lecturers, both 
in the universities and in the cathedral churches, 
took the liberty of reading upon any book rather 
than upon the holy scriptures; till Dr. Colet re- 
formed that practice, and both in Oxford and in St. 
Paul's, brought in the more useful way of reading 

f Londini, in sede Divo Paulo non dubitavit apud eosdem au-> 

sacra, magna celebritate coepit ditores, veOu^aiUh priorem sen- 

profiteri Uierarchiam Ecclesias- tentiam, profitens sibi nequa- 

ticam : atque in prsefatione sto- quani videri Dionysii Areopagi- 

machatus est in eos, qui nega- tie. Reoens adbuc est Grocini 

rent esse ilium Areopagitam : memoria ; facile possum redar- 

notans^ opinor, Laur. Vallam ; gui, si quid mentior. pSras. 

verum ubi jam aliquot hebdo- Declarat. ad Censuram Facul- 

madas esset professus^ atque ut tatis Theol. Parisien. Op. tom. 

fit, propius ac fJAmiliarius in- ix. p. 743.] 
trospexisset autoris ingenium. 
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and expounding St. Paul's epistles, or some other 
parts of scripture. The said Grocyne, after he had 
continued some time to be so publicly usefiil, was 
preferred to the wardenship of Maidston in Kent, 
and the rectory of Newinton-Longvill in co. Bucks, 
and perhaps some other place; but though one of 
the best scholars and most judicious divines of the 
nation, had only these small preferments, (far below 
the worth of so great a man,) and was so bare in 
them, that he was forced to pawn his plate to the 
master of the rolls, Dr. John Yonge ; who, dying be- 
fore him, did, by will, restore it, and remit the prin- 
cipal debt and interest upon it. 

Aflter Grocyne, dean Colet procured other learned 
men, to go through a like course of divinity lectures 
in his cathedral, for which he made them a generous 
allowance. And among others, there was a very 
learned Scot, (probably John Major, D. D.) who (as 
an historian of that age relates in his Annals, 23 
Hen. VII.) interpreted the epistles of St. Paul in 
that cathedral, with the attendance and approbation 
of a great number of the ecclesiastics, who had that 
benefit gratis; it being well known, that the re- 
verend dean maintained that lecture by a suitable 
exhibition, or salary allowed for it ^. 

Another (no less famous) person encouraged to 
take his part in these labours, was father John Sowle, 
a Carmelite, in the White-friars in Fleet-street : who 

8 Menae Jan. xxiti. Hen. VII. tur ; quam quidem lecturam re- 

Sub idem tempus ad verendus ejusdem ecdesise de- 

saDCtum Paulum quidam do- canus, Colet, omnibus palam 

ctor theologus, Scotus natiooe, exhibuisse dicebatur. [Bern. 

epistolas magna doctissi- Andr. Tholosatis Annales. xxiii. 

monim ?irorum ecclesiastico- Hen. VII. MS. Cotton, Jul. A. 

rum cum approbatione atque 3.] 
frequentia, gratis interpretaba- 
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was a great admirer and preacher up of the doctrine 
of St. Paul, as well as of an unblameaMe life and con- 
versation, and upon both accounts much valued and 
esteemed by our religious dean \ 

Nor can I foi^t to put Erasmus himself amongst 
these divinity readers: he having prepared some 
lectures according to the direction of the dean, by 
way of commentary on the epistle of St. Paul to the 
Romans i ; which he at first undertook by the sug- 
gestion and example of Mr. Colet at Oxford, and af- 
terwards enlarged by his advice, with an intention to 
read them in St. Paul's church at his second coming 
into England : but his meeting with a great many 
avocations, (such as visiting old friends, contracting 
new acquaintance, writing various epistles, revising 
and preparing several things for the press ; and above 
all, his accepting the invitation of Dr. John Fisher, 
to spend some time in Cambridge,) prevented him 
from putting in practice what he had fully designed. 

After dean Colet had retained several learned 
men successively, to read these theological lectures 
in his church, he at last procured a settlement for 
ever, for such a lecture to be constantly read thoe 



^ Johannes Souule Carmelita 
London, magnus apostoli Fault 
sestimator ac propalator, doctor 
doctori Coleto iraide familiaris, 
&c. [Balei Centuris.] 

* Deinde liber atque toto pe- 
ctore divinas literas aggrediar, 
in his reliquam omnem letateni 
insumpturus. Quanquam ante 
triennium ausus sum nescio 
quid in epistolam Pauli ad Ro- 
Qianos, absol?ique uno quasi im- 
petu quatuorvolumina : progres- 
sunis, nt me qusdam ayocas- 



8ent» quorum illud precipuum 
quod passim Graeca desiderarem. 
[Erasmi Jo. Coleto ep. dat. Lu- 
tetiae, MD IIII. ed. Bas. 152T. 
PW415.] Sunt adhuc apud me 
nonnulla jam olim coepta, quo- 
rum de numero sunt oommen- 
tarii in epistolam Pauli ad Ro- 
manos. Ci(jus operis absolve- 
ramus libros quatuor, ante an- 
nos, ni fallor, viginti duos. 
[Cat. Lucubrationum. dat. 3 caL 
Feb. 1523.] 



Digitized by 



Google 



DR. JOHN COLET. 63 

three days in every week, by the chancellor of the 
church, or his suffident deputy K 

It is true, divinity lectures had been read in La- 
tin within many other cathedral churches, for the 
benefit of the priests and clerks belonging to them : 
but the subject of them (as of all sermons €id cle- 
rum in the two universities, and in all or^linary visi- 
tations ef the rural clergy) was commonly a question 
in scholastic theolc^, running into frivolous doubts, 
and elaborate resolutions out of the oracles of Sco- 
tus, and his puzzling interpreters ; not to edification, 
but to a confounding the thoughts of God and reli- 
gion ; though I find one instance to the contrary K 

It therefore redounds much to the honour of dean 
Colet, that he first engaged to purge away that bar- 
barous divinity out of the capital church of St. Paul, 
and to introduce the more Christian practice of in- 
terpreting and expounding the holy scriptures ; and 
especially the epistles of St. Paul, which contains the 
fundamental doctrines of salvation ; and with which 
he was to that degree enamoured, that he seemed to 
be wholly wrapt up in them ; as may be seen in 
an excellent epistle of his in the appendix, which 
was never before published. And it is very plain, 
that this way of his in expounding the scriptures, 

^Vide atatuta, ordinationes, * Acta visitationis eccles. 

et decreta Ricardi London, cath. Line, per Willielmum 

episcopi, cum assensu decani Lincoln, episcopiim, die xxix. 

et capituli, et magistri Willel- Martii, anno MD post 

mi Lychfeide cancellarii, pro concionem Latine habitam per 

lecturain theologiajani denuo Edvvardum Powel, sanctse theo- 

restauranda, et debite obser- logise doctorem, auper hec 

▼anda, in ecclesia S. Pauli Lond. verba. Gen. xxxvii. Vadcy et 

a dicto ecclesiae cancellario, vel vide, si cuncta prospera sini 

alio ^118 deputato per 3 dies ergafratres tuos, ^c. [Memo- 

nng. septiman. R^istr. fitz. rand. Smyth episc. Line. MS.] 
James. 1518. p. 128. 
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though in a tongue unknown to the people, did be«- 
gin to raise in them an inquiry after those oracles of 
God ; and by degrees inflamed that love and zeaL to 
search the scriptures, which soon opened a way to 
the blessed reformation. But till this time (to say 
nothing of those portions of scripture which were 
recited in the Latin offices) there was scarce so 
much as a Latin Testament in any cathedral church 
in England. Instead of the gospel of Christ '"^ there 
was, forsooth, the gospel of Nicodemus affixed to a 
pillar in the nave of the church ; as Erasmus himself 
says, and admired at it, in the metropolitical church 
of Canterbury". 

What helped farther to open a door to the reform- 
ation, was Dr.Colet's discovering the shamefiil abuses 
of monasteries and houses called religious ; and the 
perils of imposing of celibacy on the clergy; for 
which reason he gave little or nothing to them 
while he lived, and he left them not a farthing when 
he died. Not that he hated any one of their several 
orders ; but because he found few or none of them 
lived up to their vows and professions. As to his 
own person : he had a great desire to extricate him- 



^ No wonder that the gospel 
of Christ was in so low esteem 
in that church ; seeing hishop 
Morton, in his Appeal, observes 
from the old boHoks remainiDg 
in the church of Canterbury; 
that whereas there used to be 
three offerings, one to Christ, 
another to the ^rgin Mary, 
and the third to Thomas Becket ; 
that oblation made to Thomas 
Becket did comtnunibus annis 
amount to 800/. or 1000/. that 
to our lady, to 200/. that to 



Christ, sometimes to five marics, 
and sometimes to twelve marks, 
hoc anno nikU, 

° Cantuarise templum divo 
Thomse sacrum —— Ingres- 
sis aperit spatiosa quedam »- 
dificii majestas. £a pars quos- 
libet recipit. Nihil illic visen- 
dum prseter structure molem, 
et libros aliquot columnis af- 
fixos ; in quibus est evangelium 
Nicodemi, et sepulchrum ne- 
scio cujus. [Erasmi Colloquium, 
Peregrinaiio reUgionis ergo."] 
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self oot of the affairs of the wodd, if he could but 
enter into any society, that would combine to live 
according to the rules of the gospel of Christ : and it 
seems when Erasmus first returned from England, 
with full intention of going towards Rome, he spoke 
to him to find out some truly religious cell for him in 
Italy ; where he had known some monks to be really 
wise and pious men : but in England, he could by 
no means think that to be religion, or a religious 
li£e, which the common people so called^ when it was 
often foolishness, and want of parts. He commended 
likewise some monks in Germany; among whom 
there were some footsteps of the ancient institution 
of Hermits. But he used to say, that he never 
found better or purer manners than among the mar- 
ried men, whose natural affection to their wives, and 
care of their own children, and government of their 
own fiunilies, did keep them within the bounds of 
mod^ation and chastity^ 

As for the rdigious orders : though he himself 
led a most unspotted life ; yet among the men who 



" Cwii nemo magis faveret 
Christiaiue pietati, tameo erga 
monasteria, qua nunc felso no- 
mine pleraqoe tic Tocaattnr, 
minimum habebat aflfectns, eis- 
que aut nihil, aut quam mini- 
mwn lai^giebaiur; ac ne mori- 
«BS quidem aliquid illis decidit. 
Nod quod inviaos habeat or- 
dinea; led quod hommes sue 
profiMsioni non respoDdefent, 
Nam ipst in votia erat» se pror- 
Stts ab hoc mundo eztricaee, 
aicubi repeosaet sodalitium vera 
coBJvratiim b yitam^ evan^eli- 
cud; alque id nepotii mihi de- 
kigant Italiam adituro, nanani 



aeae apud Italos coraperisae 
quosdam monachoa vere pru- 
dentea ac pioa. Nee enim ille 
judicabateaae religionem, quam 
vulgua judicabat ; cum sit ali- 
quotaea ingenii penuria. Lau- 
dabat atque Germanoa aliquot, 
apud quoa reaiderent etiamnum 
priace rdigionia veatigia. Die- 
titare aolet, ae nuaquam reperira 
minua corruptoa mores quam 
inter conjugatos ; quod hoa af- 
fectua nature, cuca liberorum^ 
ac rea fiuniliaria, ita veluti can- 
ceilia quibusdam diatrii^rent, 
ut non poaaint in omne flagitii 
genua |MX^bi* 
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took more liberty, and were any way vicious, he had 
more charity for those priests or monks who of- 
fended only in that way. Not but that he did abo* 
minate their sins of uncleanness : but still, he said, 
they were better than those other of their order, 
who being proud, envious, railers, and backbiters, 
hypocrites, vain-glorious, ignorant, and given up to 
avarice and ambition, did yet set a mighty value 
upon themselves ; while the other frailer brethren, 
conscious of their own infirmities, were made more 
humble and modest by it. He said, for a priest 
to be habitually proud and covetous was worse than 
to keep a hundred lewd women. But let none infer 
from hence, that Colet thought such impurity to be 
a venial sin in a priest or a monk : he only thought 
that those other spiritual sinners were more vile and 
impious men. He was angry with no sort of mortals 
more than with many of the bishops, in his time^ 
who, instead of shepherds, acted the part of so many 
wolves: and he thought none more execrable, because 
under the pretence of devotions, ceremonies, benedic^ 
tions, and indulgences, they recommended themselves 
to the veneration of the people, while in their own 
hearts they were perfect slaves to the world, and 
minded nothing but the glory and gain of it^ 

^ Cum ipse castissimeviyeret; indocd, toto pectore pecu- 

tamen inter illaudatos, minus e- nise et ambitioni dediti, ta- 

rat iniquufl his, qui tametsi men si bi magnum quiddam esse 

sacerdotes essent, aut etiam viderentur; cum alteros infirmi- 

monachi, venere duntaxat pec- tas agnita reddereC humiliorea 

carent. Non quod impudicitisB ac modestiores. Aiebat magis 

vitium non detestaretur; sed execrandam in sacerdote avari- 

quod hos experiretur midto tiam, et superbiam, quam si 

minus malos, quoties eos cum centum baberet ooncubinas. 

aliis conferret ; qui cum es- Ne vero quisquam hec hue ra- 

sent elatis animis, invidi, ma- piat^utputetleve crimen ease in 

ledici, obtrectatores focati, vani, sacerdote, aut monaeho libidi* 
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This way of thinking, and his free communicating 
of such thoughts to his friends, were out of the road 
of the church, and did not fail to expose Dr. Colet 
to the jealousy and hatred of the inferior clergy, and 
to a persecution fit)m the then prevailing powers. 
But howeyer, by the strength of his own parts, and 
the integrity of his conscience, he went on boldly in 
detecting the enormous corruptions of the Roman 
faith and worship. 

He had gathered up seyeral authorities from the 
ancient fathers against the current tenets and cus- 
toms of the church : and though he did not care to 
fly in the face of the governors ; yet he could not 
but favour those who utterly disliked the way of 
worshipping images in our Christian temples. As to 
those who questioned, whether the wickedness of the 
priest did not take away the efficacy of the sacra^ 
ment administered by him ; though he could not 
agree with them, yet he had great indignation at 
those of the clergy, who, by their scandalous lives, 
gave occasion to such a wrong notion. The colleges 
in England, which were built and endowed with 
great magnificence and bounty, he said, rather hin- 
dered than promoted the right course of studies, and 
tiie quick progress of learning ; being then little bet- 
ter than the nests of drones, or the cells of slothful 
idle fellows. Nor did he think much better of our 
public schools and universities in those times, when 

nem, sed ut inteiligat, alterum remoniis, benedictioDibus ac ve- 

geniu longius ab€»se a vera niolis sese venditarent popu- 

pietate. Nulli mortalium ge- lo, cum toto pectore servirent 

Deri erat infensior, cjuam epi- mundo, hoc est, gloriae et que- 

loopis, qui pro pastonbus lupos stui. [Eraa. Jod. Jon. £p. ed. 

agebant; nee idlos magis exe- Baa. p. 576.] 
crabatar, quod cultu sacro, ce- 

F 2 
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the amUtion of professors, and their trade of getting 
money, corrupted the simplicity and plainer way of 
teaching arts and sciences. Though he well ap- 
proved of private confession, receiving himself a 
great deal of comfort and inward satirfaction from 
the use of it ; yet he could not but condemn the po- 
pular custom of the frequent repetitions of what 
they called auricular can/essian^. And though the 



P — E Dionyaio ceterisque 
priscis theologis quaedam hau- 
serat; quibus non ita favebat, 
ut usquani contenderet adversus 
decreta ecclesiastica ; sed tamen 
ut minus esset iniquus iis, qui 
DOn probarent sic passim in 
templis adorari imagines pic* 
tas, ligneas, saxeas, aereas, au- 
reas, argenteas. Item ii8» qui 
dubitarent an sacerdos insigni- 
ter ac palam improbus confi- 
ceret aliquid sacramentali fnnc- 
done, haudquaquam fovens isto- 
rum errori, sed indienatus iis, 
qui vita palam et indigne con- 
taminata^pFeberentcausam ho- 
jusmodi suspicionis. Collegia 
quae multo magnificoque sump- 
tu sunt apud Anglos iostituta, 
dicebat oifiicere bonis studiis, 
nee aliud esse quam invita- 
bula ociosonim : neque scholis 

Eublicis periude multum tribue- 
at; quod ambitio profitendi, 
et quaestus omnia vitians, cor- 
rumperet spceritatem omniun 
disciplinarum. Ut confessionem 
secretam vehementer probabat, 
negans se uUa ex re capere tan- 
tundem consolationis ac boni 
spiritus ; ita anxiam ac subinde 
repetitam vehementer damna- 
bat. Cum apud Anglos mos 
sit, ut sacerdotes fere auoddie 
faciant rem divinam ; ille ta- 



men contentus erat diebus do- 
minicis, ac Testis sacriGcare; 
aut certe pauculis diebus extra 
hoe; sive quod sacris studits, 
quibus se parabat ad concio- 
niuidum, et ecclesiae suae nego- 
tiis distineretur, sive quod com- 
periret se majore cum affectu 
sacrificare, si id ex intervallo fa- 
ceret. Haudquaquam tamen 
improbabat illorum instituturo* 
quibus placeret quotidie adire 
mensam dominicam. Cum esset 
ipse doctissimus ; tamen anxiam 
banc et laboriosam sapientiam 
non probabat, quae ex omnium 
disciplinarum cognitioiie, et ex 
omnmm autorum lectione, vel- 
ut ansis omnibus absolvitur; 
dictitans ita deteri nativam il- 
1am ingenii sanitatem, ac syo- 
ceritatem, hominesque reddi 
minus sanos, et ad Christianam 
innocentiam« puramque ac aim- 
plicem charitatem minus ido- 
neos. Plurimum tribuebat epi- 
stolis apostolicis, sed ita suspi- 
ciebat admirabilem illam Christ! 
majestatem, ut ad banc quo- 
dammodo sordescerent aposto- 
lorum scripta. Omnia fere 
Christi dicta miro ingenio re- 
vocarat ad temiones ; unde et K- 
brum instituerat scribeie. Quod 
sacerdotes, etiam occupad, quo* 
tidie tarn prolixas preoes ex- 
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custom in England was for the priests to say mass 
daily ; yet he was content to do it only upon Sun- 
days and great festivals, or at least upon very few 
intervening days: either because he thought himself 
better employed in his studies, (especially in pre- 
paring sermons,) or was detained by the necessary 
business of his church ; or because he found himself 
more intent upon that sacred office, after some inter- 
missions. And yet he did not condemn the practice 
of those devout persons, who loved every day to fre- 
quent the Lord's table. Though he was himself an 
excellent scholar, yet he could by no means admire 
that anxious and laborious sort of learning, that was 
to be gained by the running through all sorts of 
books. He said this did but wear away the natural 
edge of human understanding, and made men the 
less capable of a true Christian simplicity, and the 
right evangelical charity. He had a mighty esteem 
for the apostolical epistles ; but was more affected 
with the admirable words of our Saviour in the gos- 
pels : which he thought infinitely exceeded the other; 
and therefore he selected all the sayings of our Sa- 
viour under certain heads, and intended to write a 
book upon them. He misliked very much, that 



haurire cc^rentur, etiam domi 
atque in itinere, vebementer 
admirabatur ; nam cultum ec- 
cleuasticum magnifice fieri valde 
probabal. Innumera sunt hodie 
m publicis sefaolis receptissi- 
ma, a quibus ille plurimum 
dissentiebat ; de quibus inter 
amiculos aoletaliquando confer- 
re, apud alios dissimulabat ; ne 
geminum eaperet incommo- 



dum, ut et nihil proficeret, nisi 
in pejus, et eadstimationis sum 
jacturam faceret. NuHus erat 
liber tarn haereticus, quem ille 
non attente evolreret; dicens 
se plus aliquotiens ex illis ca- 
pere fructus, quam ex horum 
libris qui sic omnia definiunt, 
ut frequenter adulentur corv- 
phseis, nonnunquam et sibi ipsis. 
Ibid. 
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priests should be enjoiBed to run over every day a 
course of prayers and psalms, though at home, or 
in their journeys: for he would have all divine ser- 
vice performed in the most serious and solemn man- 
ner. There were many opinions commonly received 
in the schools, from which he dissented very much 
in his own private judgment : and he would some- 
times debate them among his familiar friends; 
though he was more reserved in common conversa- 
tion, to avoid a double inconvenience; it being to 
expose himself, and yet work no good upon others* 
There was no book so heretical, that he did not read 
over with great attention: and he said, that he 
often learned more out of these, than from such as 
they called orthodox writers ; those who go on in 
the road that others lead them. 

It is not to be wondered that the greatest and the 
best of men, are often wedded to some little pecu- 
liarities of error : but as we are not obliged to sub- 
scribe to all their opinions, so likewise not to think 
the worse of them for them, if they are not destruc- 
tive of love and good works. 

Thus it is very plain, that the dean was got clear 
of many of the grossest errors and rankest supersti- 
tions of the Romish church : which (considering the 
age he lived in) was as much as could be expected ; 
and much more than was commonly practised at that 
time. But either out of conformity to the common 
usages of the church, or thinking some of the rites 
and ceremonies not in themselves sinftil, he com- 
plied with them in other things. And yet the bigots 
of that church gave him a great deal of disturbance 
for his swerving from those very palpable errors. 
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which make up the main of their religion ; such as 
worshipping of images, auricular confession, &cc^. be- 
fore mentioned. And as for the doctrine of purga- 
tory, (which of all others is the most gainful amongst 
them,) it appears by a passage in his comment on 
the epistle to the Corinthians, he did by no means 
approve of it. He very honestly interprets that great 
text, 1 Cor. iii. 18, 14. quite contrary to the whole 
current of their own interpreters: his gloss upon 
cujusque opus^ quale sit, ignis probabit, being 
thus; Idem spiritus purgatorius viri ct^jusque 
opus^ quale sit, probabit: i. e. The Spirit of God^ 
which is of a purging or purifying nature^ shaU 
discover 9 or make manifest, every one's work, what 
it is. And he adds ; Spiritus iUe bonus et sanetus 
estf &c. It is the good and holy Spirit of God 
(not the fire of purgatory, which these men are so 
fond of, and which brings no small gain to such 
craftsmen) that mil make this discovery. 

Erasmus, who was very intimate with the dean, 
and often entertained by him, and thereby had a full 
opportunity of knowing his ways, and methods of 
living, and governing his family, &c. hath trans- 
mitted the following relation as an example to pos- 
terity. And it is more than probable that most of 



^ Auricular confession must was mistrusted, if he shrove 

needs been the more odious to himself at the Chartre-house, 

him» if it was now made such Syon« Grenewhyce, at Seynt 

an engine of state, as I find re- Ihons, or wheresoever it was, 

lated by an English writer. In the confessour was com- 

kynge Henryes dayes the VII. maunded by the autoryte of 

the cardynal Murton, and by- the pope to delyver his confes- 

sbope Foxe of Wynchestre, de- syon wrytten, and sworn that it 

iyvmd unto the kynges grace was all. [Cited in the Practice 

theconfeasionsofasmauylordes of Prelates, 1530. 8 vo.] 
as bis grace lusted. Whosoever 
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the observations he made in relation to his learning 
and way of living, were more from his own know- 
ledge, than from any informations from others. He 
often tells us so, more particularly in one of his epi- 
stles, wherein he has these words : ** There is at 
^ London, Dr. John Colet, dean of Paul's ; a man 
** who has happily conjoined the deepest learning 
'* with the greatest piety, and therefore is of the 
** highest esteem and authority among all sorts of 
** people. He loves my conversation so well, that he 
** would live with me above all mankind'." No 
doubt then, such familiarity made him privy to all 
his ways and methods of living; particularly such 
as follow. 

" » The dean's table," says he, ** which, under the 
** name of hospitality, had before served too much 
^ to pomp and luxury, he contracted to a more fru- 
^ gal and temperate way of entertaining. And it 
*^ having been his custom, for many years, to eat but 
** one meal, that of dinner, he had always the even- 
*• ing to himself. When he dined privatdy with 



r — Sgt Londini Joan. Cole- 
tus, decanus apud D. Paulum, 
vir qui maximam eruditionem 
cum admirabili pietate copula- 
vit, magnse apud omnes aucto- 
ritatis. la me sic amat, ut 
cum nemine quam mecnm yi- 
vat libcDtius. [Eras. Ep. Ser- 
vatio.] 

* — Mensam decani, que 
antea sub hospitalitatis titulo 
luxui servierat, oontraxit ad fhi- 
galitatem. Nam cum et ante 
annos aliquot, in totum absti- 
nuisset a coena, caniit resper- 
tinis convivis. Porro, quum 
cum sends pranderet, etiam turn 



minus habuit multos ; sed hoc 
pauciores, quod et frugalis ap- 
paratus esset, tametsi nitidus, 
et bievis accubitus; deoique 
sermones qui non delectarent 
nisi doctos ac bonos. Conse- 
crata mensa, mox puer aliquis, 
clara voce, dJstincte pronuncia- 
bat caput aliquod ex Epistolis 
Pauli, aut ProverbiisSblomonis. 
Ex eo delectum locum ipse fere 
repetebat, ac sermonis occasi- 
onem sumebat, sciscitana ab 
eruditis, ac ingeniosis etiam idi« 
otis« quid boc aut iilud dictum 
sibi vdlet. Atque ita sermonem 
teroperabaty ut quanquam et 
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** his own &iitily, he had always some strangers for 
*^ his guests ; but the fewer, because his provision 
** was frugal ; which yet was neat and genteel. The 
^ sittings were short ; and the discourses such as 
** pleased only the learned and the good. As soon 
^ as grace, before meat, was said, some boy, with a 
^ good voice, read distinctly a chapter out of one of 
'' St. Paul's Episdes, or out of the Proverbs of Solo- 
^ mon. When he had done reading, the dean 
** would pitch upon some particular part of it, and 
^ thence frame a subject-matter of discourse ; ask- 
<< ing either the learned, or such as were otherwise 
^ of good understanding, what was the meaning of 
** this or that expression : and he would so adapt 
^ and temper his discourse, that though it was 
^ grave and serious, yet it never tired, or gave any 
^ distaste. Again, toward the end of dinner, when 
piiis et gravis^ tameD nihil ha- mones, quam de Christo. Im- 



beret taedii^aut superoilM. Rur- 
803 sub convivii finem, quum 
jam utcunque satisfiActum esset, 
non voluptati, led necessitati, 
aliud aivuraeDtiim injectt, atque 
ita oonvivas dimiait et animo et 
oorpore refectoa, ut meliores 
diacederent, quam renerant, et 
gtomachum minime dbtft ontis- 
tom referrent. Impense delec- 
tabatiir aniicoritin colloquiis, 
quae saepe diflerebat in multam 
noctem ; sed omnia iUiua aermo, 
aot de Uteris erat, aut de 
Christo. Si grati confieibuio- 
nis non erat copia (nee enim 
qinbualibet delectabatur) puer 
aliquis e aacria libria aliquid 
pronunciabat. Menonnunquam 
et pemrinationis oomttem as- 
dnL Nihil erat iliic eo fea- 
tivioa ; aed aeroper libellua erat 
itineria eomes, nee alii aer- 



patiena erat omnium aordium, 
adeo ut nee sermonem ferret 
aoloBCum, ac barbarie apurcum. 
Quicqiiid erat domestice siipel- 
lectilis^ quicquid apparatua in 
cibis, quicquid in veatibus, quic- 
quid in libria, nitidum ease to- 
lebat ; de magnificentia non la- 
borabat: non nisi puUia veati- 
bua utebatur, cum illic vulgo aa- 
cerdotes et theologi yestiantur 
purpura. Summa vestis semper 
erat lanea ac aimplex ; ai frigua 
hoc postulabat, interulia peili* 
ciia ae muniebat. Quicquid e 
aacerdotiia redibat, id in uaua 
domesticoB oeconomo auo dia- 
penaanduro reliquit ; quod erat 
patrimonii (erat autem amplia- 
simum) ipse in pioa uaua distri- 
buebat [Eraa. £p. Jo. Jonae. 
id. Jun.^531.] 
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** the company was rather satisfied than satiated, he 
** would throw in another subject of discourse : and 
** thus he dismissed his guests with a double repast, 
** refreshed in their minds as well as bodies ; so that 
" they always went away better than they came, 
** and were not oppressed with what they had eat 
** and drunk. He was mightily delighted with the 
** conversation of his friends ; which he would some- 
*^ times protract till very late in the evening : but 
<< all his discourse was either of learning or religion. 
'< If he could not get an agreeable companion, (for it 
" was not every body he did like,) one of his ser- 
** vants read some part of the holy scriptures to him. 
^ In his journeys he would sometimes make me 
** (says Erasmus) his companion ; and he was as 
*^ easy and pleasant as any man living : yet he al- 
*^ ways carried a book with him ; and all his dis- 
** course was seasoned with religion. He was so im- 
** patient of whatsoever was foul and sordid, that he 
** could not bear with any indecent or improper way 
*^ of speaking. He loved to be neat and clean in 
<< his goods, furniture, entertainment, apparel, and 
^* books, and whatever belonged to him ; and yet he 
** despised all state and magnificence. His habit 
** was only black ; though it was then common for 
" the higher clergy to be clad in purple. His upper 
« garment was always of woollen cloth, and plain ; 
" which, if the weather was cold, and required it, 
" he lined with fur. Whatever came in by his ec- 
** clesiastical preferments, he delivered to his stew- 
^' ard, to be laid out on family occasions, or hospi- 
** tality : and all that arose from his oivn proper 
** estate (which was very large) he gave away for 
** pious and charitable uses.*' Thus far Erasmus. 
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Not less caiefiil was he in fulfilling any trust that 
he had taken upon him, in relation to the charitable 
bequests of others. 

Being now rector of the fraternity or gild of Jhe- 
8US9 in the crowds of this church of St. Paul's, the 
better to discharge that trust, and his conscience in 
it, he first gathered up all the deeds and evidences, 
acts, ordinances, and other memorials, relating to 
the foundation and continued estate of it, and then 
he caused them to be carefully transcribed into a 
cartulary, or ledger-book : and for the better govern- 
ment of it, he caused a body of new statutes and or- 
dinances to be made, for the regulation of divine 
service, for the registering and entering of charters 
and evidences, for the passing of accounts, &c. 
Which statutes he got to be solemnly confirmed by 
commissioners ; the lord archbishop of Canterbury, 
as chancellor; the earl of Surry, as treasurer; sir 
Robert Fineux and sir Robert Rede, as chief jus- 
tices, 24. April, 1507 ^ 



^ A £ur copy thereof is pre- 
served in the aforesaid cartu- 
lary; being a large and fair 
tnmscript of all the muniments 
belonging to the said gild or 
fraternity, in vellura» folio^ now 
in the hands of my reverend 
and learned friend Dr. Tho. 
Tanner, chancellor of the see 
of Norwich, thus entituled : 

This booke bought and or- 
deigned by maister John Colett, 
doctour of divinitie, dean of the 
cathedral churche of Paules, 
and rectour of the fraternitie 
and guild of Jhesus in the 
croudes of the said churche, 
William Cromwell and John 
Monke» wardens of the same^ 



recordeth and sheweth the co-^ 
pies of certain letters pateotes 
of kynges and ordinaunces for 
the fundacyon and corporacyon 
of the foreseyd fraternite. And 
also the copyes of dyvera char- 
ters and dedes with accoraptes, 
and other necessaryes, which 
hereafter are to be hadde, en- 
titled, and reniembred for the 
behalfe of the saide fraternite 
and guyld : I. The grante of 
kynge Henry the sixte, for the 
foundation and corporation. 
11. The confirmation of kynge 
Henry VH. teste meipso apud 
Croydon, decimo sexto die A- 
prilis, anno regni nostri vice- 
simo secundo. III. The aetes 
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It seems to have been owing to the like care and 
public spirit of dean Colet, that there was about the 
same time an inquiry made after the several chan-- 
tries founded within the cathedral church of St. 
Paul, and the parochial churches and chapels within 
the city of London ; found entered at the b^uming 
of the registry of Dr. Fitz-James, bishop of London". 



and ordenaunces examined, ap- 
proved, and accepte by the most 
reverend hdex in God William 
archbyshope of Caunterbury, 
chancellour of Englande ; John 
Fyneux, chiefe justyoe of the 
kynges benche; and Robert 
Rede, chiefe justice of the com- 
mon pieace, who sette thereto 
theyr sygnes roanuell the 28. 
day of April, xxii. Hen. VII. 
I V. Other ordenaunces enacted 
for diuine servyce by the said 
rectour^ wardens^ and brothers 
of the said fratemtte [begin- 
ning] For as moche as the ho- 
norable person maister John 
Colett, doctour in theology, 
deane of the cathedrall churche 
of saynt Ptoles, in the citee of 
London, and rectour of the fra- 
temite, &c. V. The regestryng 
and entryng of divers charters, 
dedes, and evydences belonging 
to the fratemite. VI. Ac- 
oomptes passed for several 
years.- 

° Cantaria in eoclesia S. 
Pauli London, dicta Chesthunt, 
fundata pro domino rege et e- 
pise. Lond. et dicitur quod da» 
sunt. 

Cantaria in eadem ecclesia 
pro anima Michadis de North- 
borough fundata. 

Cantaria in dicta eodesia pro 
anima Nicolai Wokyndon. 

C^taria in eadem ecclesia 



dermanbury pr 
phani Botrell, < 



pro anima Eustachii dudum 
Lond. episc. 

Cantaria sancti Nioolai de 
Berkynge chyrche Juxta turrim 
London. 

Cantaria in ecclesia de Al- 

f>ro animabus Ste- 
, et uxoris ejus. 

Cantaria in ecclesia sancti 
Benedict! Sherhog pro animabus 
Tho. Romayne, et aliorum. 

Sunt due cantariae in eccle- 
sia de Aldermary Church-lane» 
immediate jurisdictionia ar- 
chiep. Cant, pro anima Tho. 
Romayne, et omnium fidelium 
defunctorum fundata; ad quas 
episc. Lond. qui pro tempore 
fuerit, vigore testamenti dicti 
ThomR, habet prnsentare d°^ 
Cant, archiepisc. quotiens illas 
vacare oontigeriu 

Item si capella de Guyholde 
Lond. sit magistri sive custodis 
ibidem ministerio destituta per 
34 dies vd ultra, quod nuUus 
ad illud per idem tempus ep^. 
sit prsesentatus, tum vigore fiin- 
dationis ejusdem liceat ep^ 
Lond. qui pro tempore fuerit, 
seu ipsius vicario in spiritualibus 
genmli, sede plena, vel decano 
et capitulo seae vacante, unum 
capellanum de coUegio in ma- 
gistmm pneficere et custodem. 

Item sunt 4cantaris in dicto 
ooUegio fiindatSB ; ad quas, cum 
vaoaverint> msgor vel custos et 
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Besides which, there was also a dhantry in the church 
of St. Paul, founded on the 2d of July, 28 Hen. 
III. by Martin, one of the justices of the common 
I^eas, and dean of that church, for two priests, or- 
dained to celebrate divine service there daily for his 
soul, at the altar of the apostles. And two more, 
which are omitted in the said registry, were founded, 
6. kal. Maii, by Richard de Gravesend, bishop of 
London: in whose inventory prices of com, &c. 
rated by himself, are as fdlow, vh. 
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Amidst all the good works, and other fruits of 
charity and beneficence before mentioned, dean Colet 
€ould not escape the censiure of an heretic, or an 
enemy of the church. For preaching frequently at 
St. Paul's, and before the king, and in other popu- 
lous assemblies, he would not refrain from speaking, 
with some freedom and boldness, against the vulgar 
superstitions and prevailing onruptions in the 



eamererias London, infra dao- 
decim dies a tempore ▼acationis 
^usidein habent pnesentere. 
Alias episc. Load, aui pro tem- 
pore fuerit infra Ituos xii dies 
confisrre poteat, eodem jure BiU 



devoluto; et si ipse sit ne^- 
gens per is dies, tunc decanus 
et capitukim ecolea. cath. S. 
Pauli, London, habent prtesen- 
tare. £ collectaneis rev. patr. 
White, epiac. Petrobui^. 
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church. This exposed him to the hatred and du- 
lumnies of the more ignorant and inferior part of 
the dergy ; and espiedally of those belonging to his 
own choir, who could not well bear his love of disci- 
pline and regulation of manners, being so very ob- 
noxious themselves to church-censures on the ac- 
count of their ill behaviour ' : and then knowing 
that the bishop of London (Dr. Fitz-James) was not 
well affected towards him, they were ready to take 
any opportunity of incensing him more against him. 

There is a letter of Erasmus's to Dr. Colet, anno 
1506, which relates to the uneasiness and opposition 
the dean began to meet with from those fierce bigots, 
(the clergy of that time,) which tells him; ** He 
** now begins to smell out that sort of men of whom 
** Colet had complained, and of whom they would 
** talk more when they met^." 

I believe he meant the bishop of London, and his 
school divines, who were now beginning to accuse 
the dean of heresy. 

" ' The dean," says he, " had never stood right with 



^ How profane and dissolute 
some of the popish choir of 
Paul's were about this time, 
does appear in the remnant of 
an old English book, printed in 
the latter end of Henry VH. 
that has this plain story in it. 
*• Certeyne of vycars of Poules 
'* dysposed to be meiye on a 
'* Sondaye at hye masse tyme, 
" sent another madde felowe of 
** theyr acquavntance unto a 
*' folyshe dronken preest upon 
" the toppe of the stayre^ by 
" the chauncell dore, and spake 
"to hym, and sayd thus, Syr» 
" my maistre hath sent you a 



*' bottell to putt your drynke 
*' in, because ye can kepe none 
** in your brayne. Thys preest 
*' beynge therewith very angrye, 
'* all sodenly toke the bottelU 
" and with his fote flange it 
" down into the bodye of the 
'* churche upon the gentyl- 
" mennes heddes.** 

y Jam nunc subodoror geDus 
hoc hominum, de quo memi- 
neras; qua de re plura oonun 
CantaMgia tertio non. Octob. 
MDVI. 

' Jam ne quid defuisse pute- 
tur absolutae Coleti pietati, tern- 
pestates quibus agitatus est, ac- 
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^* the bishop, who was a veiy rigid Scotist, and 
*^ the more jealous of the dean, because his lectures 
** and sermons were chiefly employed in opening 
" the sense of the scriptures ; which being in the 
** new way of learning, was called heresy. And in 
^ truth, at that time, any divine that had more learn- 
** ing or piety than the grosser part of his order, 
** or did touch or talk of any thing out of the com- 
** mon road of the church of Rome, was counted a 
*• perverse heretic, or at least suspected of the crime 
" of heretical pravity. The bishop upon this score 



cipe. Nunquam illi bene con- 
venerat cum suo episcopo; de 
cujus moribus ne quid dicam, 
superstitiosus atque invictus 
erat Scotista, et hoc iioniiDe 
sibi semi-deus videbatur. Quo 
quidem ex geDere» cum aliquot 
noverim quos nolim improbos 
appellare, nullum tamen adhuc 
Tidi quem, mea quidem senten- 
tia, possis vere pureque dicere 
Christianum. Nee admodum 
gratus erat plerisque sui col- 
legii, t|uod tenacior esset dis- 
ciplinse regularis; ac subinde 
qairitabantur se pro monachis 
haberi, quanquam hoc colle- 
gium olim fuit, et in vetustis 
SYDgraphis vocatur orientale 
monasterium. Sed cum jam 
odium senis episcopi, jam enim 
erat non minor annis octoginta, 
atroctua esset quam ut premi 
poftsety ascitis duobus episcopis 
cque cordatis, nee minus viru- 
lentis, incipit Coleto negotium 
bcessere, non alio telo, quam 
quo solent isti, si quando cui- 
quara exitium moiiuntur. De- 
fert eum apud archiepisc. Cant, 
articulis aliquot notatis, quos 
ex illins concionibus decerp- 



serat. Quorum unus erat, quod 
docuisset non adorandas ima- 
gines. Alter, quod sustulisset e 
Paulo laudatam hospitalitatem, 
qui enarrans illud ex Evangelio, 
Pasce^ pcaccj pasce oves Tneas, 
.cum in prioribus duobus cum re- 
liquis interpretibus consentiret, 
pasce exemplis vitae, pasce ser- 
mone doctrinae, in tertio dis^ 
sensisset, negans convenire ut 
apostoli, qui tum erant pau- 
p«res, juberentur oves suas 
pascere subsidio temporal!, et 
hujus loco aliud quiddam sub- 
stituisset: tertius, quod cum 
in concione dixissel quosdam 
de charta concionari (id quod 
multi frigide iaciunt in Anglia) 
oblique taxasset episcopum, qui 
ob senium id solitus sit fa- 
cere. Archiepiscopus, cui Co- 
leti dotes erant egr^ecognitae, 
patrocinium innooentis susce- 
pit, e judice (actus patronus, 
cum ipse Coletus ad haec aliaquB 
stultiora respondere dedignare- 
tur. Non conquievit tamen se- 
nis odium ; tentavit aulam regi- 
am in Coletum concitare, atque 
imprimis r^em ipsum. [Eras. 
Ep. Jod. Jon. id. Jun. 1531.] 
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'< accuses the dean to the archbishop, as a dangerous 
*< man ; and calling in the assistance of two other 
^ bishops of equal bigotry, and no less virulencj, 
^* he began to create Iiim a great deal of trouble and 
** vexation ; using no other weapon but that of the 
« charge of heresy ^ which was then reckoned the 
'< most &tal engine iw the destruction of their ene- 
** mies. So the Ushop drew up certain articles 
^ against the dean. One was, that the said Dr. Co- 
*^ let had taught, that images were not to be wor- 
^^ shipped. A second was, that he had preadied 
« against the temporal possessions of the bishops, by 
'* denying that the repeated exhortation of Christ to 
** Peter, to feed his ekeep, could be at all meant of 
** hospitality, or the worldly ways of entertainment, 
** because the apostles were then poor, and unable 
" to give any such reception. A third was, that he 
** had preached against some men's ireading their 
** sermons in a cold unaffected manner, whereby 
*^ he must needs mean to reflect upon the bishop 
^ himself, who, by reason of his old age, had taken 
" up that idler way of preaching. But archbishop 
** Warham, who knew the int^rity and worth of 
" Dr. Colet, undertook to defend the innocent party ; 
** and from a judge became his advocate and patron, 
** and dismissed him without giving him the trouble 
** of putting in any formal answer. And yet the old 
" bishop did not cool in his spirit of persecution ; but 
** in effect appealed firom the archbishop to the 
^< king, by endeavouring all that was possible, to in- 
^* cense his highness and the whole court against 
** him, as we diaSL see hereafter." 

This account given by Erasmus is, no doubt, the 
most authentic, because he had it from the dean's 
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own mouth) as their letters imply : and possibly he 
might have had it also from the report of arch- 
bishop Warham himseLT. But the relation of this 
matter given by Mr. Fox, and his very introduction 
of it, seems to have been all taken from this epistle 
of Erasmus, with no additional particulars of time or 
place, or any other circumstances^; an argument, 



' It is observable that Mr. 
¥6x haft nothing of these trou- 
bles of Dr. Colet» neither in his 
Latin edition, dated from Basil, 
Sept. I, 1590. [Rerum in £c- 
clesla gestarum Commentarii,] 
nor in the first English impres- 
sion, fol. Bat afterwards he 
inserted this account from E- 
rasmus, in his Book of Martyrs, 
vol. ii. p. 54. " Dr. John Co- 
** let, after he came from Italy 
" and Paris, began to read the 
" epistles of St. Paul openly in 
** Oxford, instead of Scotus 
** and Thomas : from whence 
** he was called by the king, 
^ and made dean of St. PauFs ; 
** where he accustomed much 
** to preach, not without a gjreax 
** aucfitory, as well of the king's 
*' court, as of the citizens and 
'* others. And although the 
** blindness of that time carried 
** him away after the common 
•* error of popery ; yet in ripe- 
** ness of judgment, he seemed 
** somethmg to incline from the 
'* vulgar trtde of that age. The 
** religious order of monks and . 
*' friars he fansied not; as 
*' neither could he greatly fa- 
**VDur the barbarous divinity 
** of the school doctors, as of 
" Sootus; butleastof allofTho- 
^ anas Aquinas. The bishop of 
** London, Fitz-James, bearing 
" long grudge and displeasure 



'* against Colet,with two other 
** bishops taking his part, like 
" to himself, entered action of 
" complaint against Colet, to 
" the archbishop of Canterbury, 
" being then William Warham. 
" The matter of his complaint 
** was divided into three articles. 
" The first was, for speak- 
" ing against worshipping of 
" images. Thesecondwas^ about 
'* hospitality ; for that the en- 
*' treating upon the place of the 
" gospel, Pasce, pasce, pasce^ 
** Feeid, feed, feed ; when he had 
** expounded the two first for 
" feeding with example of life, 
" and with doctrine, in the 
" third, which the schoolmen 
** do expound for feeding with 
" hospitality, he left out the 
*' outward feeding of the belly, 
" and applied it another way. 
"The third crime wherewith 
** they chai^;ed him was, for 
** speaking against such as 
" used to preach only by bo- 
" som sermons, declaring no- 
** thing else to the people but 
" what they bring in their pa- 
*• pers with them : which be- 
" cause the bishop of London 
" used then much to do for his 
'* age, he took it as spoken 
" against him» and therefor^ 
" bare him this displeasure. The 
" archbishop more wisely weigh- 
" ing the matter, and being well 
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that no copy of the articles, or other acts of process, 
were remaining, in his time; and, I believe, none have 
been since found : at least there is no manner of 
hint and reference that way in the register of arch- 
bishop Warham ; nor in that of Fitz-James, bishop 
of London, which indeed begins only from the 4th 
of March, 1508-9. the third year of his translation. 

There may be room to conjecture, that the pro- ' 
ceedings of the bishop against Mr. Dean Colet were 
not by way of first instance before Archbishop War- 
ham, but rather by appeal. That the bishop of 
London had given the dean a citation at least to 
his own consistory, (where his lordship was often 
found proceeding against heretics,) and upon con- 
tempt for not answering the allegations, the bishop 
had denounced some sentence of suspension or silence 
against him ; this is sufficiently intimated in other 
letters of Erasmus : and from this sentence Dr. Colet 
might appeal to the archbishop of Canterbury : who 
being a prelate of greater wisdom and moderation, 
saw through the charge, that it was frivolous and 
vexatious; and so with a larger soul, and more 
Christian charity, he defended this good man from 
that persecution ; and encouraged him to return to 
his plain and useful way of preaching. 

We have also a good account of this matter given 
us by archbishop Parker, or by his suggestion, in the 
lives of his predecessors, the archbishops of Canter- 
bury**. 

** acquainted with Colet, so dus atqiie oopiosus ; vitae pne- 

" took his part against his ac- terea integer, prudens, comis, 

i* cusers, that he at that time atque frugi ; cumque iSialinum 

*' was rid out of trouble.** decanatum regis benefido ac- 

^ Vir fuit Coietus tarn Latino, oepisset, in divino verbo preedi 

quam matemo sermone faoon- cando aasiduus fiiit. Hie in 
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Mr. Pox has farther observed, that William Tyn- 
dal, in his book answering Mr. Moore, addeth more- 
over, and testifieth, that the bishop of London 
would have made the said Colet, dean of Paul's, an 
heretic, for translating the Pater-noster into Eng- 
lish, had not the bishop of Canterbury stood up for 
the dean^. 

Bishop Latimer, who was at that time a young 
student at Cambridge, remembered the noise that 
the prosecution of dean Colet for heresy then made, 
and says expressly, that he ** was not only in trouble, 
** but should have been burnt, if Grod had not turned 
** the king^s heart to the contrary^." 



ooncionibiiB 8«epe pupugit bar- 
dos iUos et stupidos theologos^ 
qui semper eundem meditatum 
aermoDem concioni adferebant, 
et ex l^endis notas, ac decan- 
tatas iiarrationes ssepiua itera* 
bant. Inter hos turn iiiit Lion- 
dinensis epiaoopus, qui fitz- 
James applellabatur, atque hoc 
odio motus Coletum de hseresi 
coram Warbamo arcbiepiscopo 
postubibat: quontam, ut cri- 
mioabatur, simulacrorum cid- 
tain damnabat: deinde, cum 
de Terbb Salyatoris nostri ad 
apostolum Petrum ter repetitis. 
Paste ovet mea$, prsdicaret» 
de hospitalitate mentionem nul- 
lam fedsset, aed tertiam pas- 
oendi Christi OTes radonem alio 
traduxisset : postremo, quod 
sermones studio longo pneme- 
diutos reprebendereL Verum 
archiepiacopus, cum buic lion- 
dBnenats episcopi accusatiooi 
snbease odium, ipsaque acciisa- 
tioDia capita ioania atque frivola 
judicaret, et Coletum ob theo- 
logiK aliaruroque scientiarum 



peritiam unice diligeret, eum 
judicio solvit atque liberavit. 
Coletus autem judicio dimis- 
sus verbum Dei frequentius, et 
ardentius praedicavit. [Antiq. 
Britan. sub Gulielmo Warhara. 
edit. Hanover, fol. 353.] 

^ The words are in Tyndal's 
Answer unto M. More, third 
book, XV. chap. More, The by- 
shop of Lfondon was wise, ver- 
tuous, and cunnyng. TyndalL 
For all those three, yet he 
would have made the old deane 
Colet of Paules an hereticke for 
translatyng the Paier notter in 
English, had not the byshop of 
Canterbury holpe the deane. 
[Works of Tyndal, &c. fol. 
Lond. 1573- P« 3 1 8.] 

^ When I was at Cambridge 
master George Stafford read a 
lecture there. I heard him; 
and in expounding the epistle 
to the Romans, where St. Paul 
saith, Thai toe should overcome 
our enemy with well-domg^ and 
so heap up hot coals upon his 
head; now in expounding of that 

g2 
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I think I may farther add, from as good an au- 
thority, that the malice of his enemies was so far 
from ending with his life, that some time after he 
was dead and buried, he had like to have been 
served as Mart. Bucer and Paul Fagius after- 
wards were ; who were taken up and burnt at Cam* 
bridge ^ 

After all these authorities it may be fit to observe, 
that there is an unhappy omission in the Ecclesiasti- 
cal History of Mr. Collier ; who leaves out all this 
preaching of Dr. Colet against image-worship* and 
other corruptions of the church of Rome ; and gives 
account only of his Lent sermons, about war ; as if 
they had been delivered in this reign of Henry VIL 
when the occasion of their subject did not offer itself 



place he brought in an exam- 
ple, saying, that he knew in 
London a rich marchant, which 
raarchant had a very poor neigh- 
bour ; yet for all his povertye, 
he loved him very well, and lent 
him money at his neede, and let 
him come to his table whenso- 
ever he would : it was even at 
that time, when Dr. Colet was in 
trouble, and should have bin 
burnt, if God had not turned 
the king's heart to the contra- 
rie : now the rich man began to 
be a scripture-man, he began 
to smell the gospel; the poor 
man was a Papist still. But at 
last this poor man was brought, 
through the lenity and meekness 
of the rich man, from his errour 
and wickedness to the know- 
ledge of God's word. [M. 
Latymer*s Sermons, 1595. 4to. 

p. 1 74-] 

« — Seldom shall ^e see a 
known heretyke buned^ but 



most commonly burned. Ex- 
ample of this hath bene lately 
seene here in England, by Tho- 
mas Hytton, Thomas Bylney, 
&c. The body of Formosus 
was first taken up by Steven VI. 
bishop of Rome, and diamded. 
The bones of master John Wi- 
cliff were taken up and burned 
xl. year after his death. So of 
late years, in Worcester diocese, 
the body of master \inUiain 
Tracy, esq, and in London, the 
body of Richard Hunn^ mer- 
chant-taylor. Moreover, John 
Colet^ dean of Paul's in Lon- 
don, also was not far from the 
same, for reading Pauls epistles, 
by his lyfe; had not thert 
weighty matters bene in the 
way. [John fiale, in his Image 
of both Churches, or paraphrase 
on St. John's Revelation, chap, 
xi. on those words, shall not 
suffer ifieir bodies lo he puttM 
graves.] 
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till the preparations made by king Henry VIII. for 
a war against France, in 1512. But what is more 
surprising, he doth not so much as mention his name 
in his Historical Dictionary. 

Besides what hath been said, there was another 
reason why the dean could not be very safe, amongst 
those whose tender mercies were cruelty: in this 
age, if any man was, by mere humanity and goodness, 
a favourer or reliever of the then reputed heretics, 
it was enough, in the eye of the church, to make 
him partaker of their crimes : and this was the case 
of Dr. Colet. He had a great tenderness and com- 
passion for the honest people, who suffered as Lol- 
lards. One of them, it seems, had been censured 
and condemned in the spiritual court, and com- 
mitted to one of the king's prisons, as given up to 
the civil magistrate for an obstinate offender : but 
dean Colet had the courage to interpose for him 
with the king himself, (a prince of noble wisdom and 
demency,) and, by his own single interest, got him 
his life and liberty : an act of Christian compassion, 
which Erasmus, then in Flanders, highly commended 
in a letter t6 Andr. Ammonius^ in England ; which 
we find in the London edition, dated 1513, but most 
likely should be 1517^. 

^ Gaudeo N. ereptum a car- knowing the singular humanity 

ooe regio; id si tuo quoque and good disposition of his 

bono factum est* duplici nomine friend Colet, had recommended 

gaudeo. Amo Coleti tam Chri- objects of compassion and cha- 

sltanum animum ; nam ejus u- rity to him ; from whom he was 

ntus opera liberatum audio, cum sure to meet with 86me suitable 

is semper a Coleto inter amicis- relief: particularly he tella 

simoe habitus, cum Jam amicus Pet. JSgidius, he had done for 

urgeretur episcoporum calum- a friend of his. Petrus Cocles 

niis,abillius adversariissteterit. fortasse decumbit; nam audio 

[Eras. £p. Andr. Ammonio.] non modo spoliatum, verum 

s Emmus, at other times, etiam delumbatum : id si verum 

o8 
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This Ammonius had some time before this, in a 
letter to Erasmus from London, mentioned the seve- 
rity that was exercised towards the new professors ; 
so that the price of wood was raised by it, much 
of it being spent in burning of heretics, who in- 
creased daily ^: Erasmus, in his answer, seems to 
jest upon the poor sufferers ; as if he was very angry 
with them for consuming so much wood, and raising 
the price thereof so near winter '. But though he 
took this liberty in playing upon the poor heretics, 
yet it is very plain, he mightily despised the popular 
religion in the church at that time. This appears 
from several instances already mentioned ; to which 
more might be added, (would they 'not make too 
long a digression.) It is very certain, he was ex- 
tremely pleased to hear news of his friend Colet's de* 
liverance out of his troubles. For though the dean 
had, in the time of his persecution, jested with Eras- 
mus, and given him some reprimand for running out 
of town without calling at the deanery, as if he had 
been afraid to come near a person infected with 
heresy, and under a suspension for it : yet Erasmus 
assures him, ** that was not the reason, but his 
** haste for fear of the plague ; upon which account 
'* he since had left Cambridge, and got into a coun- 
" try village to be safe." And in the same letter he 
congratulates dean Colet, for getting out of his trou- 



est, doleo vicem hominis. Jam nobis pnebent, plures tamen 

Coleto scripsi, ut succurrat ho- succrescunt. [Andr. Ammooio 

mini. BruxelUe^ xiv. cal. Dec. £p. Enutmi. 

[Eras. Ep. Pet. Ji^gidio^ed.Bas. * — Istis hereticis vel hoc 

1 5 2 1 . p. 3 29.] nomine sum iniqtiior, quod in- 

h — Lignorum predum auc- stante bruma nobis auxerint lig- 

tum esse non miror; muiti nonim pretium. — [Erasmus 

quoddie hseredci holocaustum Amqionio.] 
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bles for heresy, and having his suspension taken of. 
And as he had wished him joy of this in a former let- 
ter, he now again repeats his hearty satisfaction, that 
he was at liberty to return to his former holy and use- 
ful labours of the pulpit ; not doubting but the inter- 
ruption given to him, would turn to a good account, 
and make the people more desirous to hear him ^. 

Indeed the troubles and persecutions which the 
good dean met with, seemed only to have this in- 
fluence upon him, that they made him more devout 
and more charitable ; weaning him from the world, 
and bringing him in mind and soul much nearer 
unto heaven. 

He had a plentiM estate, without any very near 
relations : and as he had already dispensed the yearly 
produce of it in the occasional demands of piety, 
bounty, and charity ; so he now, in the midst of his 
life and healthy resolved to consecrate the whole 
property of it to some standing and perpetual bene- 
£Eu;tion. Yet he had some debate within himself 
what would be the best work for the truest use and 



^ De reddita quiete dici non 
potest, quam tibi gratuler. — 
SenUo te substomachari, quod 
iteram te insalutato Londinuin 
reiiquerini ; et impatientiam 
taxas meam. Equtdem non in- 
ficias eo raorbum meum; ve- 
rum nihil turn fuit ejusmodi, 
Gujusmodi suspicaris. Primum 
luhil erat quod tecum agerem : 
et palam admonuit me tuus 
Gulielmus, te Uteris scribendis 
oocupatissimum esse* ne quid 
obturbarem ; quanquam ego 
nee in hoc veneram, sed ut li- 
tem ad me missas a tuo 6u- 
lielmo reciperem ; et adeo me 



properabam isthinc subduoere 
propter metum pestis, ut ne 
cubiculum meum fuerim in- 

gressus Hoc animo non 

salutavi te — Gratulatus sum 
proximis Uteris : et iterum gra- 
tulor, quod ad sanctissimps iUos 
ac saluberrimos ooncionandi la- 
bores redieris. Arbitror enim 
cessatiunculam illam in bonum 
etiam versum iri, dum avidius 
audient, cujus vocem aliquan- 
dtu desiderarunt. Incolumemte 
tueatur Opt. Max. Jesus. Can^ 
tabrigue^ calend. Not. anno 
1507. rectius MDXV. [Eras. 
£p. edit. Bas. 1521. p. 290.] 
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service of the church and nation, of immediate be- 
nefit to the present age, and of most lasting advan- 
tage to posterity. The channels of public charity in 
England had been long since the building and adorn- 
ing of churches ; then the founding and endowing of 
monasteries, and what they called religious houses ; 
after this the establishing chantries, and perpetual 
masses for the souls of the dead ; soon after the 
erecting of colleges, and providing for students in 
the universities!. 

The latter of these works of charity was most 
agreeable to the judgment of Dr.Colet, if under those 
regulations which he had formed in his mind.i iBut 
he saw persons of higher rank and order engaging in 
those noble designs **' : and it is plain, he had taken 
some offence and prejudice against the universities, 
colleges, and schools, as filled too much with, idle 
ignorant fellows ; who about that time studied no- 
thing but to be of the party of Scotus and Aquinas, 
and to snarl and wrangle. He considered there was 
a much politer learning brought out of Italy, and 
spread by the art of printing, that might be properly 
called good letters ; consisting in the knowledge and 
practice of the Latin and Greek tongues, for the 
understanding and imitating the pure ancient writ- 

^ By Margaret countess of very low. The scholars despised 

Richmond, William Smith bi- Greek, and addicted themselvea 

shop of Lincoln, Richard Fox wholly to a contentious sophis- 

bishop of Winchester, Hugh try; the monks and regidars 

Oldham bishop of Exeter. were given up to luxury, and all 

^ Under this year 1508, the manner of immorality: and if 

Oxford historian relates, that any of the students were sober 

king Henry VII. had some good and industrious, and had more 

intentions of being a benefactor learning than the rest, they 

to that fisimous University ; but were inclined to the heresies of 

was diverted from it by reason Widiflfe, and durst not appear 

the state of learning was then in the public schoob. 
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en» and for opening the sense of the scriptures, and 
looking back upon the state of the primitive church, 
and inquiring what reason and religion were of old 
in the simplicity and sincerity of them, before they 
were perplexed and defiled by the barbarity that had 
broken in upon the church of Rome, and was indus- 
triously nudntained in her colleges and schools. And 
therefore he thought it would better serve the pur- 
pose of the restoration and improvement of learning, 
to provide a grammar school, for the instruction of 
youth in the two subsidiary languages of Latin and 
Greek, to come at the true sense and spirit of classic 
authors, to know how to read, speak, and write in a 
proper anil agreeable way ; and so to lay the best 
and only foundation for academical studies, and 
especially those of divinity : that in being the foun- 
der of one such grammar-school, he should in effect 
be the restorer of the two universities, in preparing 
and fitting the youth of the nation for the better re- 
ceiving any benefit from them. 

When he had, upon such (and the like) motives, 
fixed the nature of his charity, he could not be long 
in determining the place of it. Liondon was his na^ 
tive dty; wherein his father had obtained a fair 
portion of wealth and honour : and he bore a new 
relation to it, as dean of the noble cathedral church 
in the midst of it. He also found the city in nothing 
more deficient than in public schools, for the educa^ 
tion of youth. And moreover he thought, for his far- 
ther encouragement, that the sons of his fellow-citi- 
zens were naturally more capable of learning than 
those who had a rustical birth and breeding". 

^ The building and endowing raised the envy of the great 
this school was a work that men^ to see a private clergyman 
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This noble impulse of Christian charity, in the 
founding of grammar schools, was one of the provi- 
dential ways and means for bringing about the blessed 
reformation: and it is therefore observable, that 
within thirty years before it, there were more gram- 
mar schools erected and endowed in England, than 
had been in three hundred years preceding : one at 
Chichester, by Dr. Edward Story, bishop of that see, 
who left a farther benefaction to it, by his last will, 
dated 8th Dec. 1502 <> : another at Manchester, by 
Hugh Oldham, bishop of Exeter, who died 1519 ** : 
another at Binton in Somersetshire, by Dr. Fitz- 
James, bishop of London, and his brother sir John 
Fitz-James, lord chief justice of England : a fourth 
at Cirencester in Gloucestershire, by Dr. Thomas Ru- 
thal, bishop of Durham^: a fifth at Roulston in Staf- 
fordshire, by Dr. Robert Sherbom, bishop of St. Da- 
vid's,predecessor toDr.Colet in the deanery of Paul's': 



able to be such a magnificent 
benefactor; as Thomas Moore 
writes to Dr. Colet — ^Neque 
valde uiiror, si clarissime scolie 
tus nimpantur invidia. Vident 
enim, uti ex equo Trojano pro- 
dierunt GraBci, oui barbaram 
diruere Trojam, sic e tua pro- 
dire scola, qui ipsorum arguunt 
atque subvertunt inscitiam. — 
[Cited by Stapleton, torn. iv. 

P-9930 

*> — Item successoribus meis 
in perpetuiim duo messuagia, et 
terras pertinentes eisdem in 
Arabley; scilicet ut habeant 
inde annuatim duo marcas, 
ut sint faventes et benevoli 
scolae men grammaticali Cices- 
tria per me erects — Probat. 
17. Martii. [Reg. Cant. MS.] 

P At Manchester in Lanca- 



shire, bishop Oldham built an 
house to be employed for a 
school, joining to the ooU^e 
there on the west part. Of this 
school be appointed a master 
and an usher, who were to teadi 
children grammar after the 
manner and form of the school at 
Banbury in Oxfordshire, where 
Thomas Stanbridge taught the 
Grammar composed by John 
Stanbridge. [Athen. Oxon. vol. i. 
Col. 562, 565.] 

«i Dr. Tho. Ruthal, bom at 

Cirencester towards his 

latter end founded a free school 
at the place of his nativity, and 
gave an house and seven pounds 
per annum, for the maintenance 
of a master. [Ath. Ox. vol. i. 
Col. 565.] 

' Anth. Oxon. vol. i. CoL 
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a sixth at Kingston upon Hull, by John Alcock, bishop 
of Ely' : a seventh at Sutton Colfield in Warwick- 
shire, by Dr. John Harman, (alias Veysy,) bishop of 
Exeter: an eighth at Fam worth in Lancashire, by Dr. 
William Smith, bishop of Lincoln, bom there: a ninth 
at Appleby in Westmoreland, by Thomas Langton, 
bishop of Winchester : a tenth at Ipswich in Suffolk, 
by cardinal Wolsey ' : another at Wymboum in Dor- 
setshire, by Margaret countess of Richmond" : another 
at Wolverhampton in Staffordshire, by sir Stephen 
Jennings, mayor of London : another at Macclesfield 
in Cheshire, by sir John Perdval, mayor of London : 
as also another by the lady Thomasine his wife, at 
St. Mary Wike in Devonshire, where she was bom : 
and another at Walthamstpw in Essex, by George 
Monnox, mayor of London, 151 5 '^: besides several 
(^her schools in other parts of the kingdom. And 
after the reformation was established, the piety and 
charity of protestants ran so fast in this channel, 
that in the next age there wanted rather a regula- 
tion of grammar schools, than an increase of them. 

No doubt the same motives occasioned the raising 
of St. Paul's school in London: which taking up 
some years in purchasing the site, removing the in- 



574. — ^A cerUun note collected 
by sir Williain Diigdale, and 
communicated to me, informs, 
that the said Rob. Sherborne 
firanded a free school in the 
time of Hen. Vlil. at Roiilston 
in Staffiirdshire. 

* Johannes Episoopus Elien- 
sis scholam pueris in mmma- 
tica insdtuendis extruxit, et do- 
tant, apod Kyngeston sttper 



Hulle; et capellam ibidem ad 
australe ecclesis latus posuit. 
[MS.J.W.] 

^ Ath. Oxon. vol. i. 

" — Stipendiaconstitiut tribiis 
hoc coenobio [Westmon.] mo- 
nachis et doctori grammatices 
apud Wymbom — [Epitaph.Ma- 
garetce comitiss» Richmond. 

' Stow's Survey of London, 
P- 89- 577] 
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cumbrances, erecting the new pile of buildings, pro- 
viding of suitable masters, and settling the endow- 
ment in trust for ever; this might be the reason 
why our common historians have differed so much 
in the date of its foundation, taking their liberty 
within the space of seven or eight years. 

This seems to be a true account ; that there was 
a beginning, and even a considerable progress made 
in it, before the death of Henry VII. in the year 
1508. Accordingly the Annals annexed to the Not- 
vicus of Alexander Nevil place the foundation in 
this year y. And Polydore Virgil seems to point out 
the same time in the twenty-sixth book of his his- 
tory; which he concludes with the following memo- 
rial of dean Colet, and his ample foundation of Paul's 
school : speaking of the new foundations of colleges 
in Oxford and Cambridge ; '^ 'It was,** says he, " the 



y Hoc anno 1508. Jo. Cole- 
tus, divi Paul] decanua, suia 
sumptibus magnificam scholam 
extnixit, in ea parte ooemeterii 
Paulini, qiis ad orientem spec- 
tat. Eodem anno mortuus est 
Henricus ejus nominis Septi- 
mus. [Annal. ad finem Nordo- 
vid Alex. Nevil.] 

' — Idem etiam virtuds et 
gloriffi stimulus concitavit Jo- 
annem Coletum, decanum quern 
dicunt divi Pauli, ad istiusmodt 
bonas literaa propagandi stu- 
dium. Is partim animi atque 
mentis virtute, partim yitse ac 
morum integritate omatus, apud 
suos Anglos alter pene aposto- 
lus Paulus habitus est, quod na- 
tura sanctus et religiosus, ut pri- 
mum ez pueris excessit, atque 
ab his artibus quibus etas pue- 



rilis ad humanitatem informa- 
tur, se ad divinarum literarum 
studium contulit, et Paulum si- 
bi prseceptorem del^t, in eo- 
que cum Oxonii et Cantabrigis, 
turn in Italia ita exercuit, ut 
homo £Eu:tus ad unguem, sicut 
aiunty cum mox domum rediit, 
oceperit Londini, ubi natus est, 
Paulinas l^;ere epistolas, et in 
templis sepe concionari. Et 
quoniam non secus docebat 
quam vivebat, idcirco minim in 
modum mortales in ejus opti- 
mis praeceptis acquiescebant : 
erat enim homo continentissi- 
mus, qui semel in die cibum 
capiebat : non sitiebat honores, 
non cupiebat opes, non qusere- 
bat divitias; quee tamen eum 
fugientem secutce, tandem con- 
secuts sunt. Sane accidit, ut 
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^ same spirit of virtue and glory that excited Dr. 

'* John Colet, dean of St. Paul's, to propagate in 

^' some like manner the knowledge of good letters: 

" He being very eminent, as well for his greatness 

" and firmness of mind, as for his goodness and in^ 

" tegrity of life, was esteemed among his country- 

** men (the English) as if he had been a second St. 

^ PauL For being from a child naturally devout 

*< and religious, as soon as he grew up, and was per« 

^ fectly instructed in those arts and sciences which 

^^ are called the studies of humanity, he applied him«- 

" self with the utmost intention to divinity, and 

^ chose out St. Paul for his great master and di- 

** rector : in whose writings he was so conversant, 

ex duobus et viginti filiis, quos lia aliquot per anno6» perfectis 
Henricus Coletus ejus pater, ci- 
via summa modestia et gravi- 
tate, ex Christiana uxore, nobili 
muiiere susceperat, solus ipse 
superstes fuerat ; eique patema 
hsreditas yenerit. Turn Joan- 
nes videos plures suos cives oa- 
turse tantum habitu, evadere vi- 
ros graves et roodestos, putavit 
illos ipsos multo excellenliores 
fore, si excolerentur doctrina: 
qui^ropter statuit suis sumpti- 
bos juvare pubem Londinen- 
sem, ad percipiendam, colen- 
damque doctrinam. Qui circi- 
ter ista tempore posuit in ea 
parte coemeterii Paulini quae ad 
orientem solem spectat, magni- 
ficam scholam, deditque preecep- 
torein,Galieln]uinLdlittro; aite- 
Tum, qui rudiores informaret pue- 
ros ; quod in eo erat literatura, 
mores boni, diligentia summa* 
Nam Ldlius vir, quemadmodum 
dicit Horetius, integer vits, see- 
lerisqtie purus, postquam in Ita- 



literis operam dederet, domum 
reversus, Anglorum primus apud 
suos eas docuit: antea enim 
Cornelius Vitellius, homo Italus, 
Comet], quod est roaritimum 
Hetrurise oppidnm, natus nobili 
prosapia, omnium primus Oxo« 
nil bonis literis juventutem eru- 
divit. Deinde secutus est doc- 
trinsB et morum magister Johan- 
nes Reighevus, demde Richar- 
dus lonys. lis auteni ludi li- 
tererii magistris Coletus, ex 
suis facultatibus in annos sin<« 
gulos stipendium constituit» 
quo illi, et posthac alii, omni 
tempore, gratuito docerent. Ac 
ut Londinensis juventus e Pau- 
lina schola multo est politior, 
sic tota Anglia, multi studiis et 
doctrinis dediti perfecta litera- 
tura florent. [Polydori Virgilii 
Urbinatis AngUcs Historiie lib. 
26. et uk. finis, 8vo. Liigd. Bat. 

1651.] 
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^ both at Oxford and Cambridge, and in Italy, that, 
^' becoming a sound divine, and a complete scholar, 
** as sooa as he returned from his travels, he began 
^* to read public lectures out of the epistles of St. 
** Paul, in his native city of London, and to preach 
<* often in the churches. And because his life was 
** agreeable to his doctrine, people were much the 
*' more attentive and complying to him* For he 
** was a man of exemplary temperance, and all other 
** virtues. He eat but once a day. He was not 
^< ambitious of honour, nor covetous of worldly 
^' wealth ; so far firom pursuing after riches, that he 
^' rather avoided and fled from them, while they 
** notwithstanding pursued and overtook him. It so 
f ' happened, that of two and twenty children which 
*' Henry Colet,his father, (a citizen of great prudence 
** and virtue) had by Christian his wife, (an excel- 
"lent woman, of a good family,) this John was the 
" only survivor ; and his father's inheritance came 
<* to him. When he was in full possession of it, ob- 
** serving that many of his fellow-natives of that dty 
" did, by the mere strength of nature, grow up into 
" considerable men, he concluded they would sooner 
" do so, if they had the help and advantage of being 
•* trained up in good literature. And therefore he 
" resolved to lend (at his own expense) that assist- 
•* ance to the children of that dty : for which pur- 
" pose he founded a magnificent school in the east 
« part of St. Paul's churchyard, and appointed two 
" masters ; the principal being William Lily, the 
" other John Ryghthuyse, who was to attend the 
" lower boys ; both men of learning, good manners, 
** and the greatest diligence. Lily was a man (in 
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^ the phrase of Horace) of a pure and unspotted 
" life; who, after he had bestowed some years in 
** Italy, for the attaining of perfect letters, i. e. the 
*^ Greek and Latin tongues, upon his return was the 
^' first among the English that taught them in any 
** public schooL It was somewhat before this time, 
** that Cornelius ViteUius, an Italian, born at Cor- 
^ naro, a maritime town on the coast of Tuscany, a 
** man of a noble family, and of all agreeable qualifi- 
*' cations, taught both these kinds of literature at 
"Oxford. 

'^ For those two masters dean Colet made a suitable 
** provision, by annual salaries, to support them, in 
" teaching without fee or reward for ever. And he 
*' made it an injunction, that in the room of the 
** upper master, the second should succeed, without 
''just impediment: by which means Ryghthuyse 
^ succeeded Lily ; and after Ryghthuyse, master 
^ Richard Jones, a very learned and modest man. 
** But Bs by the benefit of this school the London 
''youth have been very much polished and im- 
" proved ; so the whole kingdom has enjoyed the 
" good efiects of a daily progress of languages and 
" school-learning.^ 

The foundation is placed the following year, 1509. 
1 Hen. VIII. by master Grafton, in the Abridg- 
ment of the Chronicles of England, (8vo. 1572.) in 
these words of Mr. HalL " In this time also the 
" right fiunous and learned doctor in divinity, John 
" Colet, dean of Paul's church in London, the sonne 
" of Henry Colet, mercer, and late mayor of Lon- 
" don, of his own great costes and charges, builded, 
" in the east end of St. Paul's churchyard in the 
" said dtye, one firee grammar-schoole, and placed 
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^* one master and usher in the same, for the educa- 
*^ tion and bringing up of youth in lemyng; and he 
*' buylded also two fieiTre tenements joyning to the 
'^ said schoole, for the maister and usher to inhabit 
** in, and endued them with goodly pensions, and 
^ committed the charge and oversight of the good 
'* government and continuance of the saide schoole 
^' unto the maisters and wardens of the worshipfull 
" companye of the mercen for the time beynge, to 
** be ordered and kept according to such ordinances 
** and statutes as he had drawne for the good go- 
'* vemment of the same : whiche said companye of 
*^ the mercers have, to their great prayse hitherto, 
'' ordered the same to God's high honour, and to 
*' the benefit of the common weale, and to the well 
^' bringing up of many an honest pore man's childe. 
*^ This man in his tyme was a great and diligent 
^ preacher of God's blessed worde ; and did in those 
<' dayes much reprehend and rebuke the sloathfuU- 
^* ness of the cleargie ; and he was the first in his 
<* tyme that taught the people the articles of the 
'* fayth, the commandments of Almighty God, and 
*' the Lordes prayer in English ; for the which he 
** was not at that time well thought df by sundry of 
** the bisshoppes and cleargy, who then fitvoured in 
** the common people ignorance better than know- 
« ledge." 

George Lily, in his Latin Chronicle, places the 
foundation of St. Paul's school under the same year, 
1509. " *At this time," says he, "the perfection 

* Anno 1509. His tempori- cipes nonnullos apud Anglos 

bus perfects liters Latin8e» si- suis sumptibus ad juvanda pas- 

mul ac Graecs, Jtelicissimo. ex sim bonarum artium studia ex- 

Italia ingeniorum proventu, in citarunt — istorum instituta se- 

Britanniam usque difiiiste, prin- cutus Joannes Coletus, D. Pauli, 
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" of good letters, Latin and Greek, by the happy ad- 
'^ vantage of many wits and scholars out of Italy, 
'^ was spread throughout Great Britain, and excited 
*^ the princes and nobility of England to encourage 
" the study of arts and sciences. Their good ex- 
** ample was followed by Dr. John Colet, dean of 
" Paul's, an excellent preacher of the word of Grod, 
*\ and much favoured of king Henry for his singular 
** piety and learning, who about this time erected a 
*' public school in London, of an elegant structure, 
*' and endowed it with a large estate, for teaching 
" gratis the sons of his fellow-citizens for ever.*' 

Others have fixed the foundation of this eminent 
school in the year 1510. (as Cooper ^ Holingshed^ 
&C.'') and with good reason ; because the front of it 
next the church was then finished, and this inscrip- 
tion put upon it; schola catechizationis pu- 

EEOBUM IN CHBISTI OPT. MAX. FIDE £T BONIS 
UTERIS ANNO CHEISTI MDX^ 



ttti vocant, decanus, verbi diviDi 
oondonator eximius, Henrico 
regi, propter insignem animi pi- 
etatem doctrinamque apprirae' 
cbanis, circa heec temporaLon- 
dim scholam publicam, elegaoti 
itnictura, posuit; eandemque 
suonim civium liberis gratuito 
in perpetuum erudiendu am-, 
plttsimo patrimonio ditavit. [G. 
Lilii Chron. sab aiHio 1509.] 

^ The wonhipiiill derke doc- 
tour CoUett, which builded the 
free schole of Pauies in London, 
lived at this time, and by his di- 
ligeot preaching firste began to 
open the alothfulness and neg- 
ligence of the cieigy of tms 
realme in those dayes. [Cooper's 
Chron. 410* sub anno 1510.] 

' In the year 1510, Dr. Colet, 



deane of Pauies, erected a free 
schoole in Pauies church-yarde 
in London, and committed the 
oversight thereof to the masters 
and wardens of the mercers, 
because himself was bom in 
London, and was sonne to 
Henry Colet mercer, sometime 
lord-mayor of the citie of Lon-^ 
don. [Holingshed sub anno 
iSfo.] 

^ Cumque Paulinum decana- 
tura regis beneficio aocepisset 
in divino verbo preedicando as- 
siduus fiiit, et ad juvenes primis 
Uteris et grammatica instituen- 
dos scholam illam egregiam, 
quae Paulina dicitor, extruxit. 
[Antiq. Britan. sub Will. War- 
hamo, edit. Hanov. p. 306.] 

« Some other ancient inscrip- 
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The account of this foundation given by Mr. Wood 
is, though the last, the most imperfect of any. Speak- 
ing of Dr. Colet, he tells us : " In 1512, 4 Hen. 
" VIII. he was at the charge of 4,500/. for the found- 
" ing a free school in the east part of St. Paul's 
" churchyard, for three hundred fifty and three poor 
" men's children, to be taught free in that school ; 
^^ appointing a master, usher, and a chaplain, with 
" sufficient stipends to endure for ever; and he com- 
" mitted the oversight of it to the mercers of Lon- 
*^ don ; whom he endowed with an hundred and 
" twenty pounds yearly, for the maintenance there- 
^^ of. He also at the same time gave orders for the 
** scholars ; whereby also the schoolmasters them- 
" selves should be directed. As for the rents, they 
** being much increased since, more comes to the 
" schoolmaster than the whole endowment ^** 

But the best account is given us by Erasmus ; and 
it is very particular, as followeth. " 5Upon the death 
^' of his father, when by right of inheritance he was 
** possessed of a good sum of money; lest the keep- 
*^ ing of it should corrupt his mind, and turn it too 
** much toward the world, he laid out a great part of 
" it in building a new school in the churchyard of 
** St. Paul's, dedicated to the child Jesus : a magni- 
** ficent fabric ; to which he added two dwelling. 
'< houses for the two several masters : and to them 

tions, as also the modern ones, it hj the worahipful company 

that are now to be seen in and of mercers, 

about the new fabric, I shall ' Athen.Oxon. vol.i. coL it. 

insert in the appendix. But 8 •~— * Nam patre defuncto, 

here it is to be noted, that the cum ingentem pecuniae vim ac* 

new school was built much ac- cepisset ex hereditate, ne ser- 

cording to the ancient model, vata gigneret in eo aliquid mor- 

though more magnificently; a- bi, novam scholam extruxit in 

bove 6,ooo/. being laid out upon ooemiterio S. Pauli, puero Jesu 
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he allotted ample salaries, that they might teach 
a certain number of boys, free, and for the sake of 
charity. He divided the school into four apart- 
ments. The first, viz. the porch and entrance, is 
for catechumens, or the children to be instructed 
in the principles of religion ; where no child is to 
be admitted, but what can read and write. The 
second apartment is for the lower boys, to be 
taught by the second master, or usher : the third 
for the upper forms, under the headmaster: which 
two parts of the school are divided by a curtain, 
to be drawn at pleasure. Over the master's chair 
is an image of the child Jesus, of admirable work, 
in the gesture of teaching; whom all the boys, go- 
ing and coming, salute with a short hymn : and 
there is a representation of God the Father, say- 
ing, Hear ye him; these words being written at 
my suggestion. The fourth or last apartment is 
a little chapel for divine service. The school has 
no comers or hiding places ; nothing like a cell or 
doset. The boys have their distinct forms, or 
benches, one above another. Every form holds 



sacnun, opere magniiico. Ad- 
jecit aedes magnificas, in quibua 
agerent diio ludimagiatri ; qui- 
bND8 amplum salarium deaigna- 
▼tt, quo gratuito docerent ; aed 
sic, uti schola non capiat nisi 
oertam numenun. Earn dis- 
tiDxit in partes quatuor. Primus 
iDgressus habet ceu catechu- 
menos. Nullus autem admitd- 
tur, nisi qui Jam norit et l^re 
etacribere. Secunda pars habet 
eosquos hypodidaaculus institu- 
it Tenia quos superior erudit. 
Mteram ab altera dirimit velum 
quoddam, quod adducitnr, ac 



diducitur, cum libet. ^upra ca- 
thedram prseceptoris sedet puer 
Jesus singulari opere, docentia 
gestu ; quem totus grex, adiens 
scholam ac relinquens, hymno 
salutat. Et imminet Patris fsL- 
cies dicentis^ Ipsum audite: nam 
hsBC verba, me autore, ascripsit. 
In postremo sacellum est, in 
quo licet rem divinam facere. 
Tota schola nullos habet angu- 
los, aut secessus ; adeo ut nee 
coenaculum sit ullum, aut cubi* 
culum. Pueris singulis suus est 
locus in gradibus paulatim ad- 
scendentibua, distinctis spaciis. 

h2 
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** sixteen ; and he that is head or captain of each 
" form has a little kind of desk by way of preemi- 
" nence. They are not to admit all boys of course, 
** but to choose them in according to their parts and 
'^ capacities. The wise and sagacious founder saw 
** that the greatest hopes and happitiess of the com- 
** monwealth were in the training up of children to 
^' good letters and true religion : for which noble pur- 
** pose he laid out an immense sum of money; and 
*^ yet he would admit no one to bear a share in this 
" expense. Some person having left a legacy of one 
*^ hundred pounds sterling toward the fabric of the 
** school, dean Colet perceived a design in it» and, by 
" leave of the Bishop, got that money to be laid out 
" upon the vestments of the church of St. Paul. 
*^ After he had finished all, he left the perpetual 
" care and oversight of the estate, and government of 
" it, not to the clerg}% not to the bishop, not to the 
*' chapter, nor to any great minister at court ; but 
'^ amongst the married laymen, to the company of 
** mercers, men of probity and reputation. And when 
** he was asked the reason of so committing this trust, 
** he answered to this effect : That there was no ab- 
" solute certainty in human affairs ; but for his part, 

Qiueque classu habet sedecim ; atructuram centum libnis mo- 

et qui in sua classe praecellit, netae Britannice : ubiaensitCo- 

sellulam habet ceteris paululo letus, hac gratia sibi nescio quid 

eminentiorem. Nee quosvis ad^ juris vindicare laioos, pennissu 

mittunt temere ; sed delectus fit episcopi sui, earn pecuniam con- 

indolisetingeniorum. Viditillud tulit m sacraa vestes teropli. 

vir perapicacissimus, in hoc esse Reditibus totique uegotio pne* 

pnecipuam reipublicse spem, si fecit non sacerdotes, nan epi- 

prima etas bonis rationibus in- scopum, aut capitulum, ut vo- 

stitueretur. £a res cum constet cant, non magnates, sed ciyes 

immensa pecunia, tamen nul- aliquot conjugatos, probate fa- 

lum in hujus consortium admi- ms. Roganti causam, ait, nihil 

sit. Quidam legarat in earn quidem esse certi in rebus hu- 
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^ he found less corruption in such a body of citizens, 
" than in any other order or degree of mankind." 

Erasmus often had reference to the wisdom and 
honesty of Dr. Colet, in preferring a married man for 
the master of his school ; and again, married men for 
the trustees and guardians of it^ : the celibacy of the 
deigy being at that time fi^en into infinite crimes 
and scandals ; into the very corrupting of their prin- 
ciples, and making it a less fault to have ten whores 
abroad, than one wife (or, as they called it, a concu- 
bine) at home ; which sir Thomas Moore remembers 
to have been defended by a divine of his acquaint- 
ance L Besides which reasons, the dean might be 
further induced to make this i^i^se choice, upon the 
account of that strange turn the church affairs were 
taking about this time. 

Here I cannot but remark also, that this school is 



rotnis, sed tamen id his se 
minimum invenire oomiptelae. 
[Eras. £p. Jod. Jon.] 

^ So Erasmus observes in his 
dialogue de Fronunciatione. — 
Umu. Proinde Joannes Cole- 
tos, nr leterna dignus memoria, 
quum templo divi Pmili scholam 
puerilem addidisset, nulla cure 
magistorquebatur,quam in quos 
qus rei pnefecturam delegaret. 
Episcopi judicant hanc rem in- 
dignam sua solicitudine. Scho- 
lasteres censibus recipiendis se 
potius quam scholse cuiunds 
datos arbitrantur, et pulchre sibi 
Tidentur suo functi officio, si lu- 
dimagistros non deciment. In 
coilegiis canonicorum fere sem- 
per deterior pars superat. Ma- 
gistratus vel judicio careut, vel 
indulgent privatis aflfectibus. 
Leo, Quid tandem consilii repe- 
nt > Urs. Hominem coijuga- 



tum, et libens divitem, schols 
prsefecit : provisionem delegavit 
aliquot e civibus laicis, quorum 
probitatem habere sibi videba- 
tur e:iploratam, ut ab his in hs* 
redes proximos derivetur. Leo, 
Num ea providentia securum 
reddidit? Un. Minime; sed* 
his aiebat sibi videri minimum 
esse periculi, ut tum habebant 
res humane, p. 9J9- 

' Theologus asserebat con- 
clusionem famosam cujusdam 
limpidissimi doctoris, qui fecit 
ilium singularissimum librum 
qui intitulatur Directorium Con- 
c»6iiiartorttm, plus eum peccare 
q^i unam domi concubinam, 
quam qui decem foras meretri- 
ces haberet ; idque cum ob ma- 
lum exemplum, tum ob oocasi- 
onem siepius peccandi cum ea 
que domi sit. [Tho. Mori Apo- 
1<^ pro Erasmo.] 

h8 
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not hampered or clewed with any statute whkh might 
hinder it fipom being generally useful to the world. 
Not only natives of the dty, but they that were bom 
in any other part of the kingdom, and even those 
who are foreigners, and (as the founder expresses it,) 
of all nations and countries, are capable (under the 
same good restrictions as others) to be partakers of 
its privileges. And the good founder's wisdom is also 
very apparent, in giving liberty to declare the sense 
of his statutes in general ; and from time to time to 
alter and correct, add and diminish, as should in 
after-times be thought proper, or should any way 
tend to the better government of the school. For 
want of such a liberty, how many ridiculous customs 
have been and still are kept up in some schools and 
colleges; which, though when first enjoined, were 
not only laudable, but even necessary, yet became, 
in process of time, monstrously absurd and ridicu- 
lous. The dean, no doubt, was aware of this ; or 
else he would not have been so obsequious to the 
time he lived in^ as to mention in his statutes the 
ceremony of the boy-bishop : which seems to be so 
ludicrous, that he would never have enjoined any at^ 
tendance on him by his scholars, but that he hoped 
he might thereby facilitate matters of much greater 
importance. Bating this one superstition, his sta- 
tutes (drawn up by himself) would easily gain belief, 
that they were of a more modem date, and writ by 
one who was not of the communion of the Romish 
church ; they being written in the most grave and 
pious strain imaginable, with frequent and very seri- 
ous adjurations of the name of God. 

This school, which has continued for above two 
hundred years, could we but give the reader a com-^ 
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plete catalogue of the names of the most consider- 
able persons bred up in it, would have no cause to 
envy any of its standing in Europe. But we must 
content ourselves at present with those few orna- 
ments of their country (according to their several 
capacities) which, with some difficulty, we have 
picked up by one means or other: a trouble that 
might have been prevented, if care had been taken 
to keep a register of every admission into the school ; 
which being handed down from time to time, would 
have been a great credit to the school, as well as 
service to the world. Such sort of diptychs should 
be hung up in every public school, especiaUy those 
of ancient foundation, to excite a spirit of emulation 
in the boys to follow their famous leaders. All that 
I can contribute towards so good a design, the 
reader will find in the appendix. 

The state of schools in London before dean Colet's 
foundation was to this effect: ''the chancellor of 



^ Cancellariusecclesise S. Pauli 

London. Is etiam pneest li- 

teratttiie^ non solum ecdesis 
fled etiam totiua civitatis. Om- 
nes magistri grammatices ei 
sabjiciuutur. Is in schola Pauli 
magistrum idoneum, quern ante 
decano et ci^itulo praesentave- 
rit, prsficit ; et sedes illius scho- 
be aumptibus suis reficit. Is 
etiam libros ecclesis omnes 
Bcholasticos custodit, et roagis- 
ter eruditionis et doctrine est ; 
et aiiditoribus legere oportet sa- 
cras literas ad Dei cogniuonem, 
et ad rite et monim institution 
nem. 
De MagUtro GramnuUice$, 
Magister scbobe grammatices 
vir probus et honestus debet es* 



se, atque multfe et laudatas lite- 
rature : is pueros doceat ^m- 
maticam maxime eos qui sint 
ecclesie ; eisdem exemplum bo- 
ne vite ostendat Caveat mag- 
nopere, ne scandaiizet teneros 
animos aliqua foeditate vel facti 
▼el sermonis; quin imo simul 
cum casta literatura irabuat eos 
Sanctis moribus, sitque eis non 
solum grammatices sed etiam 
virtutis magister. Is loco can- 
cellarii scribit in tabula, atque 
notat ordine, quid quisque legat 
in ecclesia. Is etiam magister 
habitum gerat in choro ; et in 
majoribus festis primam lectio- 
nem l^;at. [Ex lib. Statutorum 
Eccles. S. Pauli Lond. scripto 
ad mandatum Th. Lyseux, de- 

h4 
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Paul's (as in all the ancient cathedral churches) was 
master of the schools, (ffu^^^/^r sckolarumf) having 
the direction and government of literature, not only 
within the church, but within the whole city; so 
that all the masters and teachers of grammar de- 
pended on him, and were subject to him : particu- 
larly he was to find a fit master for the school of 
St. Paul, and present him to the dean and chapter, 
and then to give him possession ; and at his own 
cost and charges to repair the houses and buildings 
belonging to the school. This master of the gram- 
mar school was to be a sober, honest man, of good 
and laudable learning ; who should instruct the boys, 
especially those belonging to the church, in gram- 
mar, and set them the example of a good Ufe, and 
take great care not to deprave the minds of those 
little ones by any turpitude in word or deed, but 
with chaste language and conversation, train them 
Up in holiness and the fear of Ood ; and be unto 
them, not only a master of grammar, but also of vir- 
tue and religion. He was, to all intents, the true 
vice-chancellor of the church, and was some time so 
called ; and this was the original meaning of chan- 
cellors (and vice-chancellors) in the two universities, 
or great schools of the kingdom. A grant of the 
office and dignity of chancellor of the church passed 
formerly by giving and granting the school of St. 
Paul ; as in the time of Richard de Belmeis, bishop 
of London, about 1123. 

That Paul's school was very ancient, appears by 
the charter of Richard, bishop of London, in Hen.I.'s 

<' 

caoi, an. decanatua sui nono. Cant. Mon. Angl. torn. iii. p. 
1450. MSS. R. in Ubl. pub. 339.] 
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time' ; who granted to one Hugh/ the schoolmaster 
thereof, and his successors, the halntation of Duran- 
dus» at the comer of the turret, or heU-tower, and 
the custody of the library belonging to the church : 
after whom succeeded Henry, a canon of the same 
bishop ; which Henry was so respected by Henry de 
Bloys, bishop of Winchester, that he commanded 
none should teach school in London without his li- 
cence, except the schoolmasters of St. Mary le Bow 
and St. Martin le Grand. All that presumed to open 
any school within the city, (except in those exempt 
places,) after a third admonition, were to be excom- 
municated ™. 

Dean Colet being desirous his school should be 
independent upon this power, (which probably he 
observed had been somewhat abused,) was therefore, 
in respect to the memory of his father, who had 
gained a fair estate in the company of mercers, as 
wdl as for other reasons, willing to shew his regard 



1 Ricardus, Dei gratia Liond. 
epi9Copu8> W. decano, totique 
ftatmni conventui, et W. Oc- 
cheodoDe dapifero suo, cunctis- 
que suia hominibus salut. et in 
Chiiato benedictionem. Notitni 
fobis fiicio, cariasimi, me cob'- 
ceimse Henrico canonico meo, 
succeaaori maestri Hugonis, 
acolas S. Pkuli ita honorifioe 
ticiit unquam melius et bone- 
rabiliua illas ecclesia habiiit ; et 
ternun de atrio quod -praedictm 
Hugo ad se bospifandum sibi 
induait, et pratum quod eidem 
Httgoni in Folcham concesse- 
ram ; scilicet iii acras, scilicet 
qdoquid eat in illo loco a grava 
UKfue ad Taroisiam: singulis 
aonia pro xii. denariia» de re* 
oognitioDe in feato S. Biichae- 



lis : et in elemosina decimam 
de Hingis, et decimam de Ma- 
deleia. Test. Will, de Winto- 
nia, et Willo de Occehendone 
dapifero, et Hugone de Cancri- 
sio. Valete. [Cart. Autoc;r. pe- 
nes decan. et capit. Lond.] 

™ H. Dei gratia Winton. ec- 
clea. minister capitulo S. Panir, 
et M^Uelmo arcbid. et ministris 
suis sakitem. Precipio vobis per 
obedientiam, et post trinam 70- 
cationem, aententiam, anatbe- 
matis in eo proleratia, qui aine 
Itcentia Henrici magtatri acbo- 
larum in tota ciritate London, 
legere prseaumpaerit, pneter eoa 
qui acbolaa S. Marie de Arcu- 
bua, et aancti Martini Magni 
regunt 
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to them, by constitutiiig them sole governors of his 
foundation : and he seems to have been instrumental 
in obtaining for them the right of nomination, or 
presentation, of a master to the hospital of St. Tho- 
mas of Aeon, in the dty of London, (now Mercers' 
chapel,) granted to the said society by Richard, bi- 
shop of London, in 1514. " 

At this time the common way for the nobility 
and gentry to educate their sons, was, to send them 
into a religious convent, especially of the Domini- 
cans, Franciscans, or Augustine friars: where, as 
Erasmus says, ** they had not above three months' 
** time allowed them for learning grammar ; and 
" then immediately were posted away to sophistry, 
** logic, suppositions, ampliations, restrictions, expo- 
** jsitions, resolutions, and a thousand quibbles, and 
** so on to the mysteries of divinity ; but if they 
** were brought to any classic author, Greek or La- 
" tin, they were blind, they were ignorant, they 
•* thought themselves in another world V Yet the 



° Concessio nominationis sive 

f^resentationis magistri bospita- 
is S. Thomae de Aeon, facta 
societati mercerionim iu civi- 
tate London, per D. Ricar- 
dum London, episcopum, dat. 
Fulbam, anno MDXiV. nos- 
tne translation is nono. [Reg. 
Fitz-James episc. London, f. 
cxviii.] 

^ — ^Ne recedamus ab insti- 
tuto, bujus mali prscipua pars 
mibi videtur oriri ex publicia 
scholis, quas ambitioso vocabulo 
nunc appellant universitates, 
quasi nihil absit bonae discipli- 
nae; turn ex monasteriis, pFB- 
sertim iis in quibus instituuntur 
ad doctrinam evangelicam, quod 



genus sunt Dominicanorum, et 
Franciscanonun, et Augustinen- 
sium. In his enim adolescen- 
tes, vix trimestri studio gram- 
matics dato, protinus rapiuntur 
ad sophistioen, dialectioen, sup* 
positiones,ampliatione8, restric- 
tiones, expositiones, resolutio- 
nes ad gryphos et quasstionuro 
labyrinthosy hine recta in adyta 
theologiae. Tales, ubi ventum 
est ad eoB autores qui utriuaque 
linguae facundia praeoelluerunt» 
Deum immortalem! ut caecu- 
tiunt, ut delirant, ut sibi video- 
tur in alio prorsus esse mundo. 
[Eras. Dialogus de Pronuntia- 
tione. Operum torn. i. p. 770.] 
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age b^an now to be wiser ; and to be well versed 
in grammar-learning was thought a matter of greater 
importance by all who were well-wishers to the re- 
storation of learning. Particularly bishop Waynfleet^ 
in founding his three schools, at Waynfleet, Brack- 
ley, and within Magdalen coUege in Oxford, took 
core that in those different parts of the kingdom the 
seeds of Greek and human literature might be early 
sown, to yield a plentiful increase through the whole 
nation p : and in his foundation of Magdalen college, as 
he provided sufficient salaries for a master and usher 
to teach boys the rudiments of that tongue, so for 
the scholars of his house that should grow up to 
greater maturity in age and learning, he settled a 
particular professor, to confirm and perfect them in 
that language. That bishop Fox had a design to 
promote the three learned tongues in his college at 
Oxford, appears by a letter of Erasmus writ to John 
Qaymond, the first president thereof, here under 
placed^. And it would be well, if governors and 



p — Hoc consilio illustrissim. 
finidator et institutor oollegii 
festri (Magdalensis) scholaro 
Wainflettensem^ Brachliensem, 
et vestram domi cdeberrimam 
eitrui et aperiri voluit, ut diver- 
sia regai locis Gnecaruin et 
bumanarum litererum semiDa 
apana io foecundam segetem to- 
tiua reipublicaeexcrescerent, &c. 
[Laur. Humphredus de Gnecis 
Literis, et Homeri Lectione.] 

*! Eras. Rot. insigni theologo 
Joaoni Claymondo, S. D. £gre- 
fpam illam prudentiam suam, 
qua semper publics famse prae- 
oonio commendatus fuit Ri- 
cardua episcopus Wiiitonieosis» 
Dollo oertiore arguroento nobis 



declaravit, Claymonde, non in- 
fimum decus ordinis theologici, 
quam quod collegium magnifi- 
cum, suis impendiis extructura, 
tribus praecipuis Unguis ac meii- 
oribus Uteris vetustisque auto- 
ribus proprie consecravit. Nam 
qua ratione melius mereri potuit 
de rebus humanis : aut quo mo* 
numento rectius nomen suum 
etems hominum memoriae de- 
dicare? isthuc profecto demum 
est ecclesiae columen* isthuc est 
episcopum agere. ■ mihi 

praesi^t animus futurum olim, 
ut istud coUegium ceu templum 
sacrosanctum optimis Uteris di- 
catum» toto terrarum orbe, in- 
ter prsBcipua decora Britanniae 
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tutors could call back the younger scholars in col- 
leges and halls to the primitiye institution of them ; 
the being perfected in languages, as well as in arts 
and sciences. 

Instruction in grammar was a main use and pur- 
pose of the ancient foundations. And even so late 
as the erecting and endowing of Jesus coUege in 
Cambridge, it was, as for a master and six fellows, 
so for a certain number of scholars to be instructed 
in grammar ^ 

It may shew the great regard had about this time 
to these studies, that the university students took 
their degrees in rhetoric and grammar; the manner 
whereof Mr. Wood tells us, in his account of an emi- 
nent grammarian, Robert Whitington. '^ In the be- 
** ginning of the year 151S, 5 Hen. VIII. he suppli- 
** cated the venerable congregation of regents, under 
** the name and title of Robert Whytingdon, a secular 
** chaplain, and a scholar of the art of rhetoric ; that 
** whereas he had spent fourteen years in the study 
" of the said art, and twelve years in the inform- 
** ing of boys, it might be sufficient for him, that 
^'he might be laureated. This supplication being 
'* granted, he was (after he had composed an hundred 
** verses, which were stuck up in public places, espe- 

numeretur: pVuresqiie futuros jam olim not® perspectaeque 

qiios trilinguis istius bibliothe- probitatis, novo collegio prs- 

cs spectaculum, quae nihil bo- fecerit. Lovainii, 5 kal. Jul. 

norum autonim non habeat, 1519. 

unde nihil malorum non exulet, ' Litersc Henrici regis VII. 

pertrahat Oxoniam, quara olim quod Johannes episcopus Elien- 

tbt miraculis visenda Roma ad sb fimdare possit quoddam col- 

88 pellezit. Quin et illud mihi legium de uno magistro, et sex 

quidem sagax consilium optimi sociis, et ceito numero schola- 

prsesulis arguit, quod te podssi- rium in gram, erudiendorum. 

mum ex omnibus delectum, vi- [Rymer's Acta publ. tom. xiL 

rum haudquaquam nove, sed p*653.] 
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" dally on the door or doors of St. Mary's church,) 
** very solemnly crowned, or his temples adorned 
" with a wreath of laurel, that is, doctorated in the 
'* arts of grammar and rhetoric, 4. July the same 
** yea^^" And this may discover the error of some, 
who, not considering the crown of laurel as the en- 
sign of a degree, have been apt to think that a poet 
laureat of old, as well as of late, had that title, and 
a pension with it from the prince ; when it came from 
the university, in commencing the degree of doctor 
of grammar ; as it came thus to Bernard Andreas, 
tutor of prince Arthur, to John Skelton, tutor of 
prince Henry, &c. 

Dean Colet, it is plain, had grammar-learning so 
much at heart, that in the year 1509 '» as he had 



' Wood's AthensB Oxon. vol. 
i. col. 22. Hence the said Whi- 
tinton, in his grammatical tracts, 
began his epistles to the reader, 
Robertas Whitintonus, Lichfel- 
diensis, grammatices magister 
in fiorentissima academia lau- 
reatus, lectoribus salutem dicit, 
&c. 

Under his name there is a lit- 
de book of good manners for 
children, now lately compiled 
and set forth by Erasmus Roter- 
dam in Latin tongue, with an 
interpretation of the same into 
the vulgar English tongue, by 
Robert Whytyngdon, poet-lau- 
reat By Wyn%n de Worde. 

^ The sad estate of grammar 
schools a little before this time, 
with the reformation now made 
10 them, is frequently implied by 
Erasmus, particularly in his Ec- 
desiastes. (Op. tom. t. p. 710.) 
Primum illud constat, gramma- 



ticen esse disciplinarum omni* 
urn fondamentum, ex cujus neg- 
lectu quanta bonorum autorum 
ac disciplinarum vd interitus 
vel corruptela sit profecta, no- 
tius est, quam ut hie sit osten- 
dendum. Quum autemgramma- 
ticam dico, non sentio inflexio- 
nem nominum, ac verborum, et 
appositi cum supposito congru- 
entiam ; sed rationes emendate 
proprieque loquendi, qu» res 
non contingit, nisi ex multijuga 
▼eterum lectione, qui sermonis 
el^ntia pnecelluerunt. Acno- 
stro quidem seculo jure gratu- 
lamur, quod e ludis literariis 
penitus sublatum est illud lite- 
ratorum genus, qui dum incul- 
cabant modos significandi, ali- 
asque commendtfas dilSculta- 
tes, idque verbis illotis atque so- 
phisticis, nihil aliud docebant 
pueros quam barbare loqui, 
QUum grammadca sit ars emen- 
date loquendi. Videbatur hoc 
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been the pious founder of this school, so he was la- 
bouring himself to be the perpetual teacher and in- 
structor of it ; and therefore, after he had appointed 
Mr. William Lily to be the chief or high master, who 
answered Erasmus's character of a good scholar in all 
respects^, he drew up some rudiments of grammar 
with an abridgment of the principles of religion, 
und published them for the standing use and service 
of Paul's school, entitled, Rudimenta GrammaHces 
a Johanne ColetOt Decano Ecclesue Sancti PauU 
London, in Usum SchoUe ab ipso instituUe^. Which 
little manual, called Paul's Accidence, the author. 
Dr. Colet, dedicated to the new master, Lilye, in a 
short elegant Latin epistle, dated from his own 
house the first of August, 1510>. 



liciter transegerit. [Dialog. De 
Pronuntiatione. Op. torn. i. p. 

766.] 

' Id bibl. publ. Cantabr. in- 
ter MS. reg.] 

y Jo. Colet suoLilio salutcni. 
Accipe, optime ac literadasime 
Lili, libeiluni puerilis institu- 
tioDia, in quo quidem eadero, 
quse fuerunt ab aliia tradita, ra- 
done et ordine paulo (ni fallor) 
conimodiore digessimus. Idque 
fecimus, ut elementa gramma- 
tices et felicius influerent in pu- 
eroram animos, et tenaciua in- 
hererent — Tuum erit,qui pri- 
mus es hiyus novae Pauli schols 
proBceptor, his rudinientis dili- 
genter ezercere pueros nostros, 
deinceps ad majora profecturos : 
nihil enim seque niihi cordi est 
in praesentia, quam ut parvuli 
Chnsti quam plurinium apud te 
proficiant, cum literatura, turn 
bonis moribus : ad quod si eoi- 



I compendium, quum revera 
maximum esset dispendium. 
Rapiebant pueros ante tempus 
ad dialecticam, atque adeo ad 
sophisdcam, &c. 

Deum immortalem ! quale 
seculum erat hoc, quum magno 
apparatu disticha Joannis Gar- 
landini adolescentibus operosis 
ac prolixis commentariis enarra- 
bantur? Quum ineptis versicu- 
lis dictandis repetendis et exi- 
gendis magna pars temporis ab- 
sumebatur? Quum edisceretur 
Florista, et Floretus ? Nam Ale- 
xandrum inter tolerabiles nu- 
merandum arbitror. [Eras. De 
Pueris liberaliter instituendis.] 
^ *» — Primum, ex omnium ci- 
▼ium numero, deligam mihi vi- 
nim aetads non quidem decre- 
pitae, sed tamen provectie, vigi- 
fantem, industrium, bonae fidei, 
qui maximam aetatis partem in 
hoc literarum genere non infe- 
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The most remarkaUe part of this mtroduction to 
grammar, are the honest and admiraUe rules that 
the dean prescribed for the admission and continu- 
ance of boys in his school : which rules and orders 
were to be read over to the parents, when they first 
brought their children, fbr their assent to them, as 
the express terms and conditions of expecting any 
benefit of education there. And because the book is 
so rare, and the rules and cautions so very good, 
accept this copy of them. 

** — The mayster shall reherse these articles to 
** them that offer their chyldren, on this wyse here 
** foUowynge 

" If youre chylde can rede and wryte Latyn and 
*^ Englyshe suffycyently, so that he be able to rede 
** and wryte his own lessons, then he shal be ad- 
** mitted into the schole for a scholer. 

** If youre chylde, after resonable season proved, 
*' be founde here unapte and unable to lemynge, 
*' than ye warned therof, shal take hym awaye, that 
" he occupye not oure rowme in vayne. 

** If he be apt to leme, ye shal be contente that he 
** continue here tyl he have competent literature. 

** If he absente vi dayes, and in that mean season. 
** ye shew not cause reasonable, (resonable cause is al 
** only sekenes,) than his rowme to be voyde, without 
^ he be admitted agajrne, and pay iind. 

** Also after cause shewed, if he contenewe to ab- 

^ sente tyl the weke of admyssion in the next quar- 

*^ ter, and then ye shewe not the contenuance of his 

** sekenes, then his rowme to be voyde, and he none 

tens, et Jesum, puerorum prae- dideris. Vale, ex aedibus meis» 
ridem, tibi tuo studio demere- cal. Aug. anno 15 lo. 
berU, et me plane felicem red- 
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** of the schole tyl he be admytted agayne, and paye 
** imd. for wrytmg his name. 

** Also if he faU thryse into absence, he shal be 
" admytted no more. 

<< Your chylde shal, on Chyldermas daye, wayte 
^* upon the boy byshop ' atToules, and offer there. 

** Also ye shal fynde him waxe in winter. 

'* Also ye shal fynde him convenyent bokes to his 
** lemjmge. 

** If the offerer be content with these articles, than 
<< let his childe be admytted/' 

Then follow, in English, The Articles of the 
Faythe ; the seven Sacraments ; Charyte, the love 
of God, the love of thyne own self, the love of 
thy neighbour, penaunce, howselinge in sekenes, 
in deth, precepts of lyvinge: (in Latine) Symbo- 
lum Apostolicum; Oratio Dominica; Salutatio An- 
gelica ; Oratiuncula ad puerum Jesum Scolae Praesi- 
dem : Mi Domine, Jesu suavissime ; qui puer adhuc^ 
anno «tatis tuae duodecimo, &c. All which you will 
have in the appendix. 

The great cardinal Wolsey, when he had founded 
a school in his native town of Ipswich, and was to 
recommend some little system of grammatical rules 
to it, did dean Colet and himself the honour to re-, 
print those rudiments of C!oletS for the use of Ips- 

' See Thoresby*s Vies, tHBO- 1699. 8vo.) who has rightly 

diens. Lewis. observed, (p. ao. chap. 3.) ** la 

* No one of our writers had " our times the commoo gram- 

a ^ru^ notion of cardinal Wol- " mar that goes under the name 

sey*s building on this first foun* ** of M. lilye, was done by some 

di^on of the grammar nidi- ** of the most considerable men 

ments of Colet, till the excel- *' of the age ; the English ni- 

lent author of Reflections upon ** diments hy Dr. Colet, dean of 

Learning, (printed at Lond. ** Paul's, with a preface to the 
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wich, as well as of Paul's school, and prefixed an 
epistle dated at Westminster, 1 Sept. 1528. The 
title-page of which book runs thus ; ^^ Rudimenta 
'' Grammatices, et docendi Methodus, non tarn Sco- 
" lae Gypswichianae per Reverend. D. Thomam Car- 
** dinalem £bor. foeliciter institute, quam omnibus 
<< aliis totius Anglic Scolis praescripta. Joan. Gra- 
^^pheus excudebat impensis Amoldi Birckmanni, 
" Antw. 1584^." The cardinal also vouchsafed to 
direct the use of it in a short epistle^ to the masters 
of his school ^. 



*' fint editions, directing its use, 
" bj no less man than cardinal 
** Wolsey. The most rational 
** party the syntax, was writ or 
** corrected bj Erasmus ; and 
" the other parts by other 
" hands : so that though Mr. 
"Lilve now bears the name, 
"which, while living, he al- 
** ways noodestly refused, yet it 
** was carried on by the joint 
" endeayouTB of several learned 
*' men, and he perhaps had not 
** the largest share in that 
•' work." 

*»Dr. Young of Welwvn told 
me, he had a quarto edition of 
this, published by cardinal Wol- 
leyhimseii^ probably printed in 
1528, the year of the epistle. 

NOBTH. 

< Mr. Wood had seen thb 
epistle, and the directions for 
teaching the eight classes in 
Ipswich school, set before the 
grammar of William Lilye, and 
prmted in 1538 ; but having not 
seen the first editions, he com- 
mits a mistake in sayine — Dr. 
John Colet, the learned dean of 
St. Ptaii'a cath. compiled th^ 
og^t parts of speech, and Wil- 



liam Lilye, the first master of 
Paul's school, an English syn- 
tax, whereunto cardinal Thomas 
Wolsey did afterwards prefix an 
epistle and directions for teach- 
ing the eight classes or forms 
in Ipswich school. [Ath. Oxon. 
vol. i. col. 571. et col. 7,] 
Note, Ipswich school was after 
the model of St. Paul*s eight 
classes, &c. 

<^ Thomas cardinalis Ebor. &c. 
Gypsuychianee scoke praecepto- 
ribus, S. p. Neminem latere 
putamus, quanto animi conatu, 
studio, industria hue semper 
labores nostros destinaverimus ; 
non ut nostris privatim commo- 
dis, sed uti patriae civibusque 
nostris omnibus quam pluri- 
mum consuleremus. Ex sdibus 
nostris 1528. caL Sept. — Quo 
ordine pueri in nostrum gymna- 
sium admissi docendi sint qui- 
que autores iisdem prselegendi 
— His rudimentis pueri in nos- 
tra scola imbuti facile declara- 
bunt, quantopere referat ab op- 
timis auspicatum fuisse. Vos 
modo pergite, ac patriam bene 
merentem honestissimis studiis 
illustrate. 
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A few jears after the puUication and general use 
of these Rudiments, (which related chiefly to the more 
easy construing of Latin, and are now, with some 
improvement, placed in the common accidence after 
the eight parts of speech, though made before,) dean 
Colet proceeded to draw up, for the familiar use of 
his boys, that other little tract of the Construction of 
the Eight Parts of Speech '^; which, with some altera- 
tions., and great additions, now makes up the syntax 
in Lilye*s vulgar grammar. He sent it to the master 
of his school, Mr. Lilye, with a very ingenious and 
affectionate epistle, dated from his own house in the 
year 1513. " ^Methinks," says he, " my dear Lilye, 
*^ I bear the same affection to my new school, as a 
'' parent does to his only son ; to whom he is not 
<< only willing to pass over his whole estate, but is 
** desirous even to impart his own bowels also : and 
** as the father thinks it to little purpose to have be- 



^ Absolutissimus de octo ora- 
tionis paitium oonstrucdone li- 
bellus, emendatus perErasinum 
Rot. &c. cum Epist. pnefixis 
Coleti et Erasmi. Antw. apud 
Mart. Csesarem, 1530. 8^0. 

^Joannes Coletus, decanus 
S. Pauli, Gulielmo Lilio ad di- 
Yum Paulutn ludi moderator! 
primario, S. D. Haud aliter 
mihi yideor aflfectus in noram 
hanc scfaolam nostram, Lili 
charisaime; quam in unicum 
filium pater, in quern non solum 
gaudet universam suam sub- 
Btantiam transfiindere, verum 
etiam sua viscera (si liceat) cu- 
pit impartiri. Nam ut huic est 
parum genuisse, nbi eundera 
diligent! educatione ad bonam 
frugem provezerit: ita meo 
animo non satis est, quod ludum 



hunc institui, hoc est, genui, 
quodque insumpto patrimonio 
nniverao vivus etiam ac super- 
stes solidam haereditatem oessi, 
nisi modis omnibus dem ope- 
ram, ut piis moribiis et bonis 
literis diligentereducatus, ad ma- 
turam fn^m adolescat. Proin- 
de libelltun hunc de constmc- 
tione octo partium pratioDb ad 
te mitto ; pusillum quidem, sed 
non puflillnm utilitatis allatu- 
rum nostras pubi, si diligenter 
abs te fuerit traditus. Scis in 
prsceptis brevitatem plaoere 
Flacoo, cujus sententiam etipee 
vehementer approbo. Porro si 
qua prttterea erunt digna cog- 
nitu, tuarum partium erit, ut in- 
cident in prselegendis autoribas, 
adnotare. Bene vale. Domi 
nostrs, anno mdxiii. 
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** gotten a son, unless by diligent education be raises 
^ him up into a good and usefiil man ; so to my own 
** mind it is by no means sufficient that I have 
^' raised {$. e. begotten) this school, and have con- 
" veyed my whole estate to it, (even during my own 
** life and health,) unless I likewise take all possible 
** care to nurture it in good letters and Christian 
" manners, and bring it on to some useful maturity 
*^ and perfection. For this reason, master, I send you 
** this small treatise of the Construction of the Eight 
** Parts of Speech ; small indeed in itself, but such 
** as will afford no small advantage to our scholars, 
** if you diligently teach and explain it. You know 
** Horace was pleased with brevity in the way of 
^ teaching ; and I very much approve of his opinion 
^ in that matter. If in the reading of the classic 
** authors any notable examples to these rules shall 
<< offer themselves, it will be your part to mark them 
^ as they shall occur. Farewel. From my house, 
« 151S.'' 

Dean Colet had such humble thoughts of his own 
performance upon this subject, that he charged Mr. 
Lilye to amend it and improve it, and then return it 
into his hands: and even when master Lilye had 
finished his emendations upon it, the dean would 
stQl have it brought, if possible, to a greater perfec- 
tion. So he sends the papers to the best critic in 
Europe, Erasmus ; and importunes him to give the 
finishing strokes to it. Erasmus could not but com- 
ply, as he tells us, with such a friend, who might 
ask, and even command, any thing from him : and 
after he had engaged in it, he made so many amend- 
ments and alterations in it, that Lilye could not in 
modesty own it for his work ; nor could Erasmus, in 

12 
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justice, call it his own s. However it was published 
in 1515, by Erasmus, with an epistle, dated from 
Basil, 3. cal. Aug. giving an honourable account of 
the great concern that Mr. dean Colet had for his 
school, and how careful he was to make the book 
pass through several hands, that it might be the more 
correct and complete ^. 



s Gerardus Noviomagus se- 
nerosissimo principi Maximtli- 
ano Burgundo, S. D. P. — 
tandem forte fortuna pervenit 
ad man us meas libellus iste 
quem cernis, De constructione 
octo partium orationis, cujus 
autorem magnum ilium Eras- 
mum facile credid]ssem> nisi 
eloquentissimi theologi, Joannis 
Coletiy epistolam in fronte prse- 
scriptam legissem. — Vale, e 
coUegio nostro, anno 15 14. cal. 
Aug. 

^ Erasmus Rot. candidis le- 
ctoribus salutem D. — Video 
passim exoriri mei nominis et 
quam ipse velim studiosiores, 
qui libros mihi asserunt, quos 
aut non scripsi, aut certe non in 
hoc scripsi, ut sederentur. .£di- 
derunt epigrammata a me qui- 
dem scripta (non inficior) sed 
non in hoc scripta. £a (sicuti 
conjicio) famulus suffuratus ty- 
pographis vendidit. Alius quis- 
piam ex pauculis paginis, iisque 
depravatissime scriptis, velut ex 
opere sedito, dictu minim, quam 
multa citet et inculcet de ra- 
tione conscribendarum episto- 
larum. Et, ut de csteris minu- 
tioribus sileam, nuper hunc 
9€fil avyra£€»i libellum mihi 
yeluti posUiminio vindicarunt, 
primitus nullius sditum titulo. 
Qu8erebat Joannes Coletus, the- 
ologus inter Anglos etimius. 



nove schole suae de Construc- 
tione libellum, qui simul et com- 
pendio pueris commendaretur, 
et perspicuitate. Eum ejus jussu 
scripserat Gulielmus Lilius, vir 
utriiisque literaturaB baud 7ul- 
gariter peritus, et minis recta 
mstituendae pubis artifex. Abso- 
lutum ab illo mihi tradidit, 
imo obtrusit emendandum, 

2uid enim facerem, cum vir 
le rogandi finem non faceret, 
tam amicus ut nefas esse duce- 
rem quicquam negare precaoti, 
taut» vero authoritatis de me 
meritus, ut suo jure quidvis 
etiam imperare posset Erasmo. 
Quoniam autem sic emendaram, 
ut pleraque mutarim: nam eo 
nihil lidebam esse facilius : nee 
Lilius, ut est nimia quadam 
modestia preditus, passua est 
libnim suo vulgari nomine, nee 
ego judicavi mei candoris esse, 
usurpare mihi, in quo quicquam 
esset alienum. Proinde magno- 
pere sum interminatus cujusvis 
titulum, ascriberent modo ne 
meum. Itaque recusante utro- 
que, libellus avAwfM^ prodiit, 
Coleti duntaxat prs&fatiuncula 
commendatus. Quem quidem 
libellum in presentia nee lauda- 
turus sum, ne cui videar arro- 
gantior/ nee vituperaturus, ne 
parum candidus habear. Venim 
hsec prefari visum est, ne post- 
hac quisquam ut meum am- 
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Master Lilye's son George, in the elogjr of his 
father, ascribes the syntax to him ; and imputes it 
to his modesty only, that he would not assume a 
title to it, after he had submitted it to the correc- 
tions and amendments of Erasmus '\ 

Give me leave to observe by the way, that it re- 
dounds not a little to the honour of this school, that 
not only the Latin grammar is owing to the skill 
and care of the founder, and the first master of his 
school ; but also the common Greek grammar, used 
throughout England, by the same authority as the 
Latin, was composed by the great Mr. Camden^, who 
had been a Paul's scholar ; and, as the author of his 
life says, it was in this scjbool that he laid the foun- 
dation of that niceness and accuracy in the Latin 
and Greek tongues to which he afterwards arrived. 

It may not be amiss to remark also, that many of 
the examples in the Latin grammar pointed at the 
then juncture of public affairs ; vix. the prosecution 
of Empson and Dudley in the beginning of Henry 
Vlllth's reign: as, Regum est tueri leges; Be^ 
fert omnium animadverti in malas. And this hu- 
mour was the reason, why in the following editions 



plectatar» quod ipse pnefatiun- 
cula mihi noo aasero. Plus sa- 
tis erratorum et in lis qas pub- 
licantur a nobis ut nemo alius 
aedat, qiue vel non scripsimus, 
▼el non emendavimus. Bene 
▼ale, lector amioe. Basilese, iii. 
kalendas August], MDxv. [IH«- 
&tio libelli De octo orationis 
partium constructione, Erasmo 
Roterdamo autore. Lovanii, 
MDXxiii. mense Octobri, 8to.] 
■ Extat ejus (Lilii) Sptaxis 
inscriptione libcllus, Latini ser- 
monis constructionem breviter 



et erudite explicans, sub Erasmi 
nomine a librariis exceptus, cui 
Lilius id operis recognoscendum 
paulo antea quam ederetur ob- 
tulerat. Nee enim postea li- 
bellum, quern alterius judicii 
censure subiniserat, modestus 
ingenii sui sstimator suo ipsius 
nomine in publicum prodire vo- 
luit. [G. Lilii Elogia quorun- 
dam Anglorum, 8vo. p. 89.] 

j Dr. Smith in the life of 
Camden, prefixed to Bishop 
€Kbson*8 edition of his Britan- 
nia. 
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of the Syntax, diere were examples accommodated 
to the respectiye years of the impressions : as, Audita 
regem Dorobemiam prt^lcisci ; Imperator metuit 
sub rege\ ike. There were likewise in that edition 
of Erasmus several examples referring to dean Co- 
let : as, Vixit Ronue^ studiit Oxaniif natus est Ixm- 
dinif dUcessit Londino, &c. 

After the Syntax was published, William Lilye 
(at the suggestion no doubt of Dr. Colet, and with the 
approbation at least of Erasmus) drew up short rules 
for distinguishing the genders of nouns, called from 
the first words Propria qua wmribus ; and likewise 
for the inflection of verbs, and indication of their pre- 
terperfect tense and supines, called As in prasenti; 
making the rules more compendious, and the lines 
smoother, than had been in any of the former gram- 
matical systems with which the schools abounded ^ 

It is the opinion of Mr« Wood *"« that the first 
printed grammar in England was that by one John 
Holt of Magdalen coU^e, and usher of Magdalai 
school in Oxford, entituled, Lac Puerarum, &c. 
{Minted about the year 14!97» and dedicated to Mor- 
ton, archbishop of Canterbury: which grammar 



^ Many, says f^ler, were 
the editions of this grammar; 
the first set forth anno 15139 
when PauFs school was found- 
ed, as appears by that instance. 
Meruit sub rege in GalUa^ relat- 
ing to Maximilian, the German 
emperor, who, then at the siege 
of Therovenne in Flanders, 
fought under the banner of 
Henry VIII. taking an hundred 
crowns a day for his pay. An- 
other edition, anno 1520, when 
Audito rege Dorobemiam profi- 
csfct, refers to the Idng^s speedy 



journey into Canterbury, there to 
gire entertainment to Charles V. 
emperor, lately landed at Dover. 
[Fuller s Ch. Hist. p. 168.] 

' — Scripeit et ad inutilem 
gmmmaticarum prsBceptionum 
oongeriem abolendam, paucis 
exametris versibus, de Latino- 
rum nominum verborumque 
generibus opusculum, rudibus 
adhuc ingeniis maturandis ac- 
commodatum. [Geo. Lilii En- 
comia quorundam Angloruni, 
8vo. p. 90.] 

» Wood's Athene Oxon. vol.L 
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(printed abo with the works of John Stanbridge) 
being the first of note, or most fit for use that 
was ever printed in England, was much used and 
taken into the hands of all sorts of scholars. And 
one Hdt, who was master to sir Thomas More, 
did puhhsh an Accidence and Grammar about the 
same time that Imc Puerorum was made extant. 
After the grammar of John Holt of Magdalen col- 
lege aforesaid, John Stanbridge, and his scholar 
Robert Whittington, with others, put forth divers 
treatises of grammar". 

William Lilye, befi)re the dean had made choice 
of him for hb school, taught a private school in 
London ; and had shewn an excellent vein in Latin 
poetry, bj celebrating the arrival and reception of 
Philip, king of Castile, and his queen, cast upon the 
coasts of C!omwall, in their passage from Flanders to 
Spain "* ; wherein some particular circumstances are 
handsomelj descanted on. And again, when in 
June 1522, Charles the Vth, emperor of Germany, 
was here in England, noUy entertained by Henry 
VIIL at their solemn procession through the city 
of London, mastar Lilye caused a very elegant 



•Robert. WUttingtoaiGTun. 
Lit et Anglic. 4to. Lood. apud 
Wyn de Worde, 1516. 

Idem de octo putibiiB Ora- 
tkmisp 4to. per Pynson^ is^i* 

NOBTH. 

^ — Sed et in carmine mire 
foelix atqne candidm» Philippi 
Manmiliani Gsesaris fiiium vi 
tempettatis, dum ex Flandna 
Hiapaniam peteret, di^ecta 
daste, in Gomnbici Uttoiia por- 
tum appobum, el^gantianmis 
aliquot verBibus celebra?it, quum 



ei eodem turbine sublata ex 
Pftulini templi fastigio amea 
magni ponderis aquila, quae fa- 
cili motu spirantium ventorum 
regiones indicare flolet» ad ta- 
bmuun librariam proximam in 
depicts aquilae tabulam impe* 
teret, quo veluti prodigio, jam 
tum non sine divini numinis 
potentia, ex tam gravi naufiagio 
Philippo regi, qui pro insigne 
aquilam gerebat, optatam in 
Britannia salutem conti^iase oa* 
tendit. [G. Lilii Encomia, ^c] 

I 4 « 
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pan^yric upon the emperor in verse p ; and an ora- 
tion in prose, composed by himself, to be publicly re- 
cited before him by one of his scholars'). 

Having before mentioned how well received Mr. 
Lilye's pains were, as to that share he bore in the 
common Latin grammar, we will now remember Dr. 
Linacer, who, about the same time, was engaged in 
a work of the same nature, which afterwards he ini- 
proved, and published under this title, 2>e emendata 
Structura Latini Sermonisy libri ii. &c. 

Though this most accurate commentary was pro- 
bably printed with a respect to Paul's school^ Lina- 
cer being encouraged thereto by dean Colet ; and 
though the book has since met with grieat applause, 
and had several editions abroad, and has been had in 
the highest reputation as a classic, with several an- 
notations on it ; yet Dr. Colet approved better of his 
own more familiar introduction, as a more plain and 
intelligible one, whereas this other was very obscure 
and prolix, too acute and copious, rather a guide to 
critics than an hdp to beginners. This Phil. Me- 
lanchton confessed in his epistle commendatory, that 
Linacer would be thought by many of the wiser 
readers to be a little too curious in the minutest mat- 

P Carolum item quintum Cie- jointly made and published with 

sarem, ab Henrico octavo rege those of sir Tho. More, nor 

niagnificentissimo hospitio ex- his translation of an Italian 

ceptum, et celeberrimo specta- book upon Dice-play into proper 

culorum apparatu Londini ur- elegant English, made at the 

bem intrantem, panegyrico car- request of sir Thomas More, 

mine, et luculenta oratione a Vide Progymnasmata Tho. Mori 

puero in foro pronuntiata, lau- et Gul. Lilii sodalium, Bas. 

davit. [Ibidem.] 1518. 4to. [See new edition by 

4 It is somewhat strange that Dr. Bliss, vol. i. col. 33.] 

Mr. Wood, in the catalogue of ' See App. to Dr. Friend*8 

W. Lilye*s works, should neither History of Physic, vol. ii. n. viii. 

specify his versions from the Lewis. 
Greek and other epigrams, 
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ters : and therefore, though he encouraged a new im- 
pression of this grammar, and earnestly importuned 
the masters in Germany to receive it into their schools ; 
yet he intimated, it was too hard for beginners\ 

Mr. Wood affirms, that Linacer's six books were 
originally made for the use of the lady Mary, the 
king's daughter ; mistaking this work for what he 
had before mentioned. The Rudiments of Grammar, 
{Land, in adihus Pynsonianis^) turned into Latin 
by George Buchanan, a Scot, and printed at Paris 
1533. and 1550, in octavo ; which book hath ever 
since been the cynosura to grammarians explained. 
But this book was only an amendment of some former 
tracts, made plainer and easier for the use of the said 
princess *. The original is very scarce : yet from the 



' Phil. Melanthon adolescen- 
d Gulielmo Rifenstein Guliel- 
mi fiiio. Adlatus est hue Lina- 
cri viri doctissimi liber de Syn- 
taxi Ladni sermonis, quem cum 
statim avide percurrissem^ judi- 
cavi magnopere profuturum esse 
atndiosis ad emendate et vere 
L«ariiie loquendum, et ad recte 
judicandum de phrasi, et omni* 
bus figuris Latmi sermonis — 
mihi quidem nullum videtur in 
hoc genere scriptum eztare per- 
fecdus — Idnacer ubique recitat 
ezempla prudenter electa ex op- 
timis autoribusj et interdum ali- 
quam subtilem interpretationem 
addit; neque hoc facit immo- 
dice, aut intempestive, sed ele- 
git ejusmodi rrxyoko/yta^j que 
judicium lectoris acuunt. Quare 
valde optarim eum io scholis 
veraari, ac 1^ ; et si quid mihi 
tribuunt isd qui pnesunt ludis 
literariis, adhortor eos, ut dent 
openun ut hie libellus studiosis 
fiuniliaria fiat. Witeb. mense 



Feb. anno 1531. 

^ lllustrissimae Marise, invic* 
tiss. Anglis, Francissque regis, 
ac fidei defensoris, filise, Cornu- 
bise ac Wallias prineipi, Thomas 
Linacrus medicus cum omni 
obsenranda, S. D. 

Quum dbi^ illustrissiina Ma- 
ria, datus ab invicdssimo rege 
patre tuo, pro tua sanitate tu- 
enda, sim comes, nee id minis- 
terium obire per valetudinem li- 
cuerit, cogitavi mecum, quanam 
alia redone tibi esse usui potis- 
simum possem : itaque cemens 
in te, prseter indolem quandam 
ad omne virtutum genus, quss 
eminere in muliere possunt in- 
credibilem, nunc quoque foeli-' 
cissimi ingenii tui ad studia li- 
terarum generosum impetum ; 
hunc mihi quam maxime pro 
mea virili juvandum fevendum- 
que censui; vel intermissi diu 
officii mei sarciendi, vel literato- 
rum omnium causa; quibus ipsa 
in Uteris proficiens maximo pro- 
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translation of it into Latin bj George Budlanan^ 
for the use of his noble pupil Gilbert Kennedy, earl 
of Cassils'^; it appears to be little more than the 
present Acddence taught in schools, and still retain- 
ing that title of The Rudiments of Grammar : for it 
begins with the eight parts of speech ; makes five 
declensions, and gives the same examples to four of 
them ; and so the four conjugations are specified in 
amOf deceop lego^ audioj &c. as in Cdet's Rudi- 
m«its. But these rudiments of grammar, as adjusted 
to the use of the lady Mary, were not so plain and 
perfect as mi^t have been desired : for this must 
be the reason why her mother, queen Katharine, soon 
after employed Ludovicus Vivos to draw up some &^ 
miliar instructions, to direct her daughter in the 
study of the Latin tongue: which he did accord- 



culdubio future es turn orna- 
mento turn adjumento. Acci- 
pies igitur ea vultus serenitate 
qua reliqua soles, hsec rudimenta, 
que alias Anglis tuis per me 
edita nunc in sumtnani quam 
potui redegi claritatem. Non 
potest (iateor) nisi rude esse 
munus, sicuti ipso nomine pre 
se fert. Sed si aptum tibi princi- 
piuro, ad mtgora disoenda erit, 
▼el opportunitate 8ua» principii 
gratiain quod (juxtaproverbium) 
plus est quam dimMlium ; licet 
Cotam nee mereatur, nee speret, 
tamen nee ea in totum» ut spero, 
destituetur. Diu vivas Anglo- 
mm delicis et deous. 

^ Rudiraenta Gmmmatices 
Thome Linacri, ex Anglioo ser- 
roone in Latinum rersa, Geor* 
gio Bucfaanano Scoto Inter- 
prete. Seb. Gryphius exoude-* 
bat Lugduni^ anno 1541. 8vo« 

* Summe apei et indolis a- 



dolescenti, Gilberto Eennedo, 
comiti Cassil. Geoig. Buchaua- 
nus, S. D. Cum superiore anno 
tibi cursim, et memorie confir- 
mande causa, hsc Linaori Ro- 
dimenta , pnelegerem, placoit 
mihi supre modom in eo viio, 
etiam in r^us minimis, dtra 
ciiriositatem exacta diligeatia et 
ordinis lux, quanta in tarn con- 
fusa rerum oongerie esse potest, 
ut qitsedam (ut reor) sani ju- 
dicii lectoribus in atgumento 
▼ulgato non ingnita future no- 
vitas. Quare visum est mihi, 
tum ob hffic, tum ob alia multa, 
op«» pretium fiiturum, si eum 
libellum e vemaculo Angloram 
sermone, quo primum ab autore 
est editusy in Latinum verterera 
doctos omnes et humani- 
tatis studiosos qipeUo, quibus 
Linacer (nisi fallor) in nugori 
opere satisfaeiet. 
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iaglyy, and dedicated that essaj to the queen^ as 
written hy her command; supplying in many places 
the obscurities and omissions of fonner gramma- 
rians % with a great deference to the preceptor of the 
young princess, D. Tho. Linacer ; recommending his 
Rudiments, and the grammar commonly ascribed to 
Erasmus : ' CompeTidium Grammafic€P ThomtB lA^ 
nacri^ et libellus de CaMtrucHone, qui ^rctmfer' 
tur Erasmi nomine. 

That Linacer resented much Dr. Colet's refusing 
to admit those his lucubrations into Paul's school, 
(to which he seemed to have an eye in the composing 
of them,) C!olet was very sensible ; and that he had 
incurred his displeasure. But Erasmus interposed, 
to soften the matter, and reconcile them \ And it 



y Ludovicus Vives de Ratione 
Studii puerilis, 8vo. 

* Jo. Lttdoi^ciu ViTes domi- 
MB Catharine, regioe Anglis, 
patrons iiiucs S. Jussisti ut bre- 
vein aliquam rationem conscri- 
berem, qua in Maria filia tiia in- 
stituenda pneoeptor ^us uti pos- 
set Parui libens tibi, cui in 
rebus multo m^oribus obsequi 
vellem^ si possem. £t quoniam 
iDstitutorem iili doctum in pri- 
niis hominem, ac probum* ut 
par erat, delegisti, res velut di- 
gito indicasaefui contentus; ille 
reliqua explicabit. Qus tamen 
aut obscure tradita, aut pneter- 
miasa a scriptoribus artis gram- 
madcse putavi» ea paulo pluri- 
busconaignavi verbis. Christum 
[»eoor, ut hec docendi ratio et 
ad eruditionem et ad virtutem 
filiam tuam impense juvet. 
Vale; et hunc roeum animum 
addictiss. majestati tue scito. 
Oxoius. Non. Octob. mdxxiii^ 



* — Quapropter egi cum ty- 
pographis nostris, ut quam pri- 
mum ezcuderent, et passim in 
omnibus scholis harum regio- 
num spai^rent Nunc vero 
etiam hos qui praesunt scholis 
duxi adhortandos esse, ut hunc 
librum adolescentibus propo- 
nant, et prael^ant; sed ita, si 
prius vulgares r^^as brevi 
compendio tradiderint; ad has 
postea vdim accedere hunc li- 
bellum, qui quasi exsedificatio 
est doctrine de constructione. 

b — j)e Linacro cave» ne cui 
temece credas : nam ego certis 
argumentis habeo compertum, 
ilium observantissimo in te esse 
animo : at de rqjecta gramma- 
tica non mi^nopere laborare, 
quamquam id est hominum in- 
genium, ut suis quisque scriptis 
ceu parentes filiis impensus fa- 
▼eant; quod siquid etiam ea 
res hominem movet, tuse dexte- 
ritatis erit dissimulare, neque 
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being certain, that Linacer was very laborious in his 
grammatical studies, and was forming and revising 
these tracts twenty years together, in the midst of 
his practice of physic, and his philosophical and ma^ 
thematical studies ; it is very likely that Erasmus 
must mean him, when, drawing his character and 
circumstances, without a name, he makes him a 
drudge, during life, at the eight parts of speech ^ 

To shew the many good offices that Erasmus did 
for St. Paul's school upon the request of the founder: 
Dr. Colet employed this his friend's vein of Latin 
poetry for the service and honour of the said school ; 
which being under the patronage, (not of the boy* 
bishop, St. Nicholas,) according to the common 
superstition of that age \ nor of any other saint nor 
angel, but of the child Jesus ; it seems to have been 
the founder's first request, to have an inscription that 
should signify the choice and preference of that divine 
protector and governor of the school. This Erasmus 
drew up in Iambic verse ^; and it seems to have 

refricare earn cicatricem ; vul- bus omissis, anois plus viginti 

tuque et consuetudinis alacrita- se torquet, ac discruciat, in 

te magis quam accusatione, pne- grammatica ; prorsus felicem se 

cipue per alios facta, revocare. fore ratus^ si tain diu se liceat 

Hoc pacto, si quid illi dolet, vivere, donee certo statuat, quo- 

tempore sensim evanescet. Sed modo distinguendse sint octo 

ne e^o egregie impudens, qui partes orationis, quod hactenus 

hflBC tibi ; hoc est sus Minervse nemo Grsecorum aut Latinonim 

[Erasm. Ep. Jo. Coleto.] ad plenum prsstare valuiu 

^ Novi quendam voXvTixy^ra- [Moris Encomium, edit. Bead 

T«y Grecum, Latinum, mathe- Rhenani, Bas. 15^2. p. 253.] 
maticum, philosophum, medi- ^ See Mr. Strype*s Ecclesi- 

cum, Koi reUfra j9ao-fXiicoy, jam astical Memorials, vol. iii. p. 

sexagenarium ; qui caeteris re- 306. 

* Carmen lambicum, 

Non invenusto antiquitas enigmate 
Studii magistram, virginem 
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been hung up in the proscholiony together with a 
Sapphic ode, imploring the divine aid and success to 

Finxit Minervam ; ac litteraruin pnesides 

Finxit Camoenas virgines. 

Nunc ipse virgo matre natus virgine 

Prssideo virgineo gregi ; 

Et sospitator hi^us et custos scholae. 

Adsunt ministri virgines, 

Pueros meos mecum tuentes angeli. 

Mihi grata ubique puritas, 

Decetque studia litteraruin puritas. 

Procul eigo sacro a limine 

Morum arceant mihi literatores luem ; 

Nihil hue recipiant barbanim : 

Procul arceant iliiteratas literaa ; 

Nee regna polluant mea. 

Sapphkum Carmen, 

Coeperit faustis avibus, precamur. 
Semper augescens meliore fato. 
Hie novae sudor novus officinse. 

Auspice Is8u. 

Hie rudis (tanquam nova testa) pubes 

Literas Graias» simul et Latinas^ 

£t fidem sacram, tenerisque Christum 

Combibet annis. 

Quid fiiit laeta sobolem dedisse 
Corporis forma, nisi mens et ipsa 
Rite fingatur, studiisque castis 

Culta nitescat ? 

Stirpe ab hac sensim nova puUulabit 
Civium proles, pietate juxta ac 
Literis pollens, breviterque regno 

Digna Britanno. 

Ludus luc sylvn pariet futune 
Semina ; hinc dives nerous undequaque 
Deosiiis surgens decorabit Anglum 

Latius orbeni. 

Carmen PkaUdum. 

Sedes haec puevo sacra est Issu, 
Formandis paeris dicata ; quare 
Edico, procul hinc fitcescat, aut qui 
Spurcis moribuSj aut inerudita 
Ludum hunc inquinet eruditione. 

AUud. 
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this new foundation, and expressing the design of it 
to be for the institution of boys in the Greek and 
Latin tongues, and in the principles of religion ; as 
also wishing and portending, that from this semi- 
nary should proceed, for generations to come, citi- 
zens' sons so well instructed in piety and learning, as 
to be worthy of their English birth, and successive 
ornaments of this church and nation. 

At the upper end of the school was the image of 
the child Jesus, (before mentioned,) and Erasmus 
composed this distich which was put under it : 

DiscUe me primum, pueri, atque effingite puris 
Moribua ; mdepias addite lUerulas. 

When these littie compositions were done for the 
ornament of the school, (together with an inscription 
that seemed to be designed for the bottom of the 
school, as a sort of conmient upon DUce aut dUcetie, 
now painted upon the windows ; as also a tetrastic, 
recommending the example of the child Jesus, as 
the rule and original of wisdom and purity of life,) 
the dean had another task for Erasmus, which was 
to translate from the English the Institution of a 
Christian Man into Latin verse, briefly and plainly, 
for the easy apprehension and memory of the boys ; 
containing an exposition of the creed, the seven sa^ 
craments, the love of God, the avoidance of sin, the 
seven deadly sins, the avoidance of ill company, a 
zeal for religion, the duty of prayer, of temperance 

Jluid. 

Quid hunc ad puerum pueri oonciirritis ooines ? 

Unu8 hie est vit» r^la fonsque pin. 
Hunc qui non sapiat, bitjos sapientia stulta est : 

Absque hoc vita hominis mors (mihi crede) mera est. 
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in eating and drinking, of fasting, paritj of hearty 
cleanness of hands, restitution of any thing acd- 
dentallj found, the love of our neighbour, receiving 
the sacrament of our Lord's body, a bed of sickness, 
the hour of death ; with a concluding sentence. Da 
Ais, and live. This was to be the school catechism, 
or instruction for childra:), under the then commotf 
heads of religion, as Colet himself had puUisbed 
them in English, in his Paul's Accidence, or First 
Rudiments of Grammar. I know not whether it 
has been observed, that the system of religion, in 
the b^inning of the reformation, drawn up by the 
convocation, and approved by Henry VIII- was 
called the Institution of a Christian Man, from the 
title given of old to any little* abridgment of the 
ininciples of Christian religion ; particularly to this 
done by Erasmus. TMs little book, with the sup^ 
{dement to it, which seemed designed for the use of 
Paul's school, is mentioned by Erasmus also in a 
letter to Gonell at Cambridge, some time after: 
who tells him, that he would have sent it him, but 
that he lias but one copy, and can get no one to 
transcribe it; complaining of the laziness of the 
English, that they will not work for money ^. 

In hia own account of his writings he tells the 
world that these verses, containing the Rudiments 
or Institution of a Christian Man, were put into the 
plainest or most simple style, by command of Dr. 
John Colet, who at that time had founded a new 

'Ens. Rot. Grulidmo Go- Britannos laboris fuga, tantut 

ndloy woo S. D. — Cato, et amor otii, ut ne turn quidem 

alia qiue adjedroiis, jampridem ezcttentar, quiiin apes dolosi af- 

abfioluta aunt ; sed unicam no- fulaerit nummi — taua adveu- 

bia dimtaxat exemplar est, sen- tus erit gratissimus — [EpistL 

baram inoiMa — ^tanta est apud lib. 7. Ep. 38.] 
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grammar achool, for the education of the London 
youth in Christian piety, no less than in good let- 
ters : " For/' says he, " that good man of singular 
** wisdom, seeing the sad and degenerate condition 
<< of that age, chose out the tender youth to work 
^< upon, that he might put, as it were, the new wine 
" of Christ into new bottles s/' But more expressly 
doth he ascribe this little work to the dean, in an 
epistle to John Naevius, master of the Lilian school 
at Lovain, and fixed to this book, saying, that Dr. 
John Colet had drawn it up in English ; '< a man,^ 
says he, ^^ whom the whole flourishing kingdom of 
^* England could hardly equal, or afford one other 
" more pious, or more truly a disciple of Christ ;" 
and that he himself had put it into verse, not in an 
elaborate, but a plain humble way ^: which epistle is 
the more worthy of notice, because not reprinted in 
any collection of his epistles. But though he calls 
this little collection a frivolous trifle ; yet it is plain. 



g — ^ditum est carmen 
Rudinienta complectens Homi- 
nis Christiani. Id scriptum est 
stilo siroplicissimo : sic enim 
Jussit Joannes Coletus, qui 
turn magnis impendiis novum 
ludum literarium instituerit, in 
quo non minus in pietate, quam 
in doctrina, volebat institui for- 
marique pueritiam: vir enim 
singulari prudentia pneditus, 
videns seculum suum deplora- 
tissimum, teneram statem de- 
iegit, ut novum Cbristi vinum 
novis utribus committeret. [E- 
rasmi Catalog. Lucubrat. praefix. 
Operum tom.i. ed. fias. 1540.] 

^ Erasmus Rot. M. Joanni 
Nevio Hendiscolano Liliano- 
rum, apud inclytum Lovanium, 



Gymnisiarchae, S. D. P. Disti- 
cha Moralia, vulgo Catonis in- 
scripta titulo, Nevi theologorum 
decus, primum diiigenter a men- 
dis repurgavimus — adjecimus 
his mimos publicanos, false in- 
scriptos Senecee Proverbia — 
Addidimus et Septem Sapien- 
cum celebria Dicta ; et Hominis 
Christiani Institutum, quod dos 
carmine dilucido magis quam 
elaborato sumus interpretati, 
conscriptum antea sermone Bri- 
tannico, . a Joanne Coleto, quo 
viro non alium habet» mea qui- 
dem sententia, fiorentissimum 
Angiorum imperium, vel magis 
pium, vel qui Christum venus 
sapiat. Bene vale. 15 14. kal. 
Aug. 
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that this great man valued himself upon it, since the 
design of it was to do good to children, and to lay ct 
sure foundation of morality in their minds ^ 

We have a late instance of the like humble con- 
descension in the head of a hall ^ at Oxford ; a very 
worthy and noted man, who not only published the 
Guardian's Instruction for Youth, but (even latterly) 
a Hornbook (or A, B. C.) for children. 

Another excellent composition of Erasmus, for the 
use of the PauTs scholars, was an oration in praise of 
the child Jesus, (which was spoken publicly in the 
school, by one of the scholars, at the solemn time of 
visiting the school,) in an admirable strain of Chris- 
tian eloquence recommending the example of Jesus in 
his childhood, and exhorting the schoolfellows to 
follow his steps in all piety and virtue. This has 
been frequently published under the title of Condo 
de puero Jesu, pronundata a puero in sckola 
ColeHca nuper instituta Londini. To which (no 
doubt at the like desire of dean Colet) were added 
two short prayers for the daily use of every scholar ; 
one for docility^ or aptness and application to 



* Erasmus Budeeo — mihi 
oordi est in hujusmodi frivolis 
philosophari, in quibus et mi- 
nus video nugacitatis, et ali- 
quanto plus fnictus quam in 
iDagnificis illis, ut ipsis vide- 
tor, argumentis. Denique qui 
uoum hoc spectat, non ut sese 
ostentet, sed ut prosit, huic non 
perinde refert, in quam splen- 
didis versetur, atqui in quam 
Qtiltbus. Non refugiam etiam 
illo contemptissimo latrunculo 
oontemptiora, modo sensero ad 
ptoveheoda bona studia condu- 
cere. Non baec scribuntur Per- 



siis ae Lsliis ; pueris et eras- 
sulis scribuntur. 

Joannes Watsonus Erasmo. 
S. D. — Incidi ante paucos dies 
in Catonem minorem, quem 
commentariolis elucidasti; in 
quibus non crederes quantum 
me obiectarim, admirans tam 
dulcem et uberem frugem^ in 
tam modica gleba. 

^ Mr. Stephen Penton, prin- 
cipal of St. Edmund hall, (Jxou. 

* Precatio PueriUs pro Doci- 
litate. 

Audi preces meas, »tema 
Patris Sapientia, Domine Jesu ; 
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learning ; the other, for a blessing on his parents <" : 
both which forms have nothing but plain Christian 
piety; savouring not the least of popery, or the 
common superstition. 

I might here further mention some other short 
forms of prayer, drawn up by this great man : as 
also his exposition of the Lord's Prayer ; which was 
not only done at the request of the dean, but after a 
model and example given by him, that had the ho- 
nour to be inserted into one of the public offices of 
the church ; for in the collection of prayers, &c. en- 
titled, HoriB heat€B Maria Firginis ad usum 
Sarum^ cum multis Orationibus ad longuniy 8vo. 
toward the end is put a paraphrase by Dr. Colet, on 
the Lord's Prayer in English ", which you may see 
in the Appendix. 

It is observable, that in all the forms of devotion 
composed by Erasmus, there are but two prayers of 



qui tenere etati docilitatis 
commodum addidisti : adde, 
qiisso, ad natune propensionem 
auxilium gratis tuse, ut literas 
ac liberales disciplinas citius 
perdiscam, sed tuse gloriae ser- 
vituras ; quarum adminiculis 
a^juta mens roea plenius asse- 
quatur cognitionem tui, quern 
nosse felicitatis humans sum- 
ma est : utque ad tuse sanctis- 
sims pueritise exemplum indies 
proficiam state, sapientia, et 
gratia apud Deum, et apud ho- 
mines; qui vivis et regnas in 
consortio Patris et Spiritus 
Sancti, in sterna secula. Amen. 
" Precatio pro Parentibus, 
Domine Deus, qui nos secun- 
dum te plurinium honoris pa- 
rentibus nostris habere voluisti, 



nee inter oflicia pietatis mini- 
mum est pro parentum incolu- 
mitate tuam bonitatem inter- 
pellare; serva, qussumus, pa* 
rentes meos cum omni familia ; 
primum in tus religionis amore, 
deinde tutos a corporis et ani- 
mi perturbatione. Mihi vero 
prssta, ne quid illis ex me mo- 
lestiarum accedat; denique ut 
ego illos, illi te propitium habe- 
ant, qui supremus es onmium 
Pater. Amen. 

» Mr. Wood reciting the 
works of Dr. Colet, puts down 
Comment in PrecatUmem Do- 
thinicam: et Com, in Symbolum 
Edei ; and says, the first of these 
two last is translated into Eng- 
lish. 



Digitized by 



Google 



DR. JOHN COLET. 181 

invocation to the Virgin Mary°; and they were 
made by him when he was very young : and he con- 
fesses in effect, it was rather his fancy to please a 
Isnij than his own judgment. But though made 
long before the foundation of Paul's school, they 
were never recommended to the boys ; nor indeed 
any thing else of foppery or popish superstition ; so 
that considering the original constitution of it, it 
might be called the first Protestant school before the 
reformation. 

To say the truth, Popery at that time was the ap- 
parent issue of ignorance and interest; and where 
people were got above the obstructions of the one, 
and the impulse of the other, they were so far turned 
back to a primitive Christianity, the restoring 
whereof must of necessity end in a reformation : and 
this was now beginning in the discerning minds of 
Colet and Erasmus, and many other private men of 
sense and integrity, long before it could make its 
way to be established by public authority. 

When dean Colet had obtained from Erasmus so 
many good essays, both in poetry and prose, towards 
directing and securing the principles and morals of 
the boys ; his next care was to procure some gram- 
matical and critical performances, to lead and assist 
the boys in classic authors, and the literature con- 
tained in them. So walking one day in his garden 
with Erasmus, and hearing him mention his pains in 

® — Adjeceramus epistolam juvenili, et ad illius affectum 

paneneticam ad Adolphum prin- accommodato, potius quam ad 

cipem Veriensem, turn admo- meum judicium. Post unam 

dum pueram: preeterea duas addidi ad Jesum magis ex animo 

precationes ad virginem ma- meo. [Erasmi Catalog. Lucu- 

trem, in gratiam matris illius brationura, torn. i. 1540.] 
Adds Dominse Veriane, stilo 
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drawing up two books, De Ccpia Ferbarum ac Be^ 
rum^ to form the style and help the invention of 
young scholars; Colet asked him to dedicate that 
new work to his new school of Paul's. No, says 
Erasmus, your school is too poor and bare, I must 
have a patron of some ready money; and he telling 
him the charge he had been at in books and papers, 
and transcribers for that purpose; the dean an- 
swered, that he could not afford a just reward for 
those labours, but he would willingly give him fif- 
teen angels; upon whose repeating the promise, 
Erasmus did at last accept it. But some time pass- 
ing between that promise and the impression of the 
book, the dean had forgot it ; so that Erasmus was 
forced to refresh his memory by a jocose letter about 
it : to which the dean's answer was very serious and 
grave ^\ that he was indeed indebted to him, for he 



P Erasmus Rot. Coleto unico 
patrono suo. Ad epistolam joco 
scriptam respondes serio. Non 
decebat fortasse cum tanto pa- 
trono jocari. Sed tamen mihi 
turn libebat cum amico tarn 
aingulari Atticis salibua ludere, 
magis humanitatis tuae memori, 
quam magnitudinis ; tuae faci- 
ktatis erit nostram ineptiam 
boni consulere. Scribis me dbi 
debere, etiamsi nolim. Omni- 
no, mi Colete, durum est, ut in- 
quit Seneca, debere cui nolis. 
At ego neminem novi mortalium 
cui libentius debeam, quam tibi. 
£t is semper in me fuit animus 
tuus» ut etiam si nihil accessis- 
set officiorum, tamen debiturus 
tibi plurimum fuerim : tantum 
autem accessit et officiorum et 
beneficiorumy ut si non agnos- 
cam, sim unus omnium ingra- 



tissimus. De tenuitate tuapror- 
sus et credo et doleo; sea mea 
tenuitas gravius me premens 
coegit, ut tu« tenuitati nego- 
tium facesserem. Quod quam 
fecerim invitus, vel hinc potes 
colligere, quod Jam olim promis- 
sura tam sero petii. Excidisse 
tibi promissum baud miror, 
quippe horoini tot occupalo ne- 
gotiis. At in horto tuo cum in- 
cideret de Copia sermo, et indi- 
cassem mihi esse in animo, ut 
nuncuparem puerile opus prin- 
cipi nostro puero, rogabas ut 
novum opus novae scholar tuae 
dicarem. Respondi subridens, 
scholam tuam esse pauperculam, 
mihi opus esse qui aliquantulum 
daretinmanum, Arridebas. De* 
inde cum multos titulosadduxiB- 
sem sumptuum, nonnihil cont*- 
tufl negabas te posse suppedilan^ 
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owed his whole self to him ; but yet he did not re- 
member the promise charged upon him. However, 
Ub stock was now very low, by reason of his great 
charge about, the school : and besides, he was now 
so oppressed with business, that he had not leisure 
to recollect himself. To this Erasmus replied, with 
a<^nowledgment of great obligations to him, and 
some apology for chidlenging a promise from him ; 
reminding him how and where the promise was 
really made, and insisting, as decently as he could, 
upon the discharge of it, which he could not call a 
debt, but a seasonable bounty to him. He intimates 
that some of the dean's firiends thought him a little 
too sparing ; which if a fault, was not owing to any 
tenacious avarice, but to his modesty : he not being 
aUe to deny some confident petitioners, and so the 



qmntum mes res postularent ; 
venim quindedm Angelatos lu- 
benter daturum. Idque quum 
aiacri Tultu repeteres, rogabam 
nmn aads ease videretur? Re^ 
spondebas etiam alacrius, hoc 
oeite te libenter impensunim. 
Turn ego et ipse, inquam, li- 
benter accipiam. Ex hac com- 
mei uo rarione fortasse res redi- 
bit ui memoriani tuam. Pos- 
sem et aliis amimentis ad- 
■tniere. Din tu mibi tua sponte 
jam fidon baberes. 8unt om- 
nino quidam, iique ainici, (oam 
com inimicis nibil mibi oom- 
mereii est, nee eorum dicta pili 
fiKio) qui te duriiuculum pne- 
Aoent, et in distribiienda pe- 
cooia diligentiorem : idque non 
aecidere (sic enim illis appro- 
bantibua interpretabar) vitio 
tenacttatis; sed quod improbe 
iBslantibiis et urgentibus ne- 



gare non posses, ob iugenii ve- 
recundiam, in amicos non mo- 
lestos, minus esse profusum, 
quandoquidem utrisque non 
posses satisfacere. Nee tanien 
hsBC res ad me pertinet, qui 
quanquam non sim admodum 
improbus ac molestus fla^tator, 
tamen te semper benignissi- 
mum sum expertus. Non igi- 
tur hoc accepi a tuis obtrectato- 
ribus, sed ab iis qui tibi ex 
animo bene volunt. Quorum 
tamen sententin nee accedo, 
nee refragor, nisi quod tuam in 
me benignitatem stngularem 
agnosoo. Si reliquum promissi 
non gravaberis dare, equidem, 
ut nunc res meee sunt, acci- 
piam, non uti debitum, sed uti 
beneficium, relaturus si qua 
possim, certe gradam habiturus. 
[Erasmi Epist. edit. Bas. 152 1. 
p. 49a.] 
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more unable to gratify those who deserved better of 
him. 

Dean Colet then complied readily with the ex- 
pectation of Erasmus ; who the]:efore dedicated the 
said books De Copia^ &c. to him, in the following 
very eloquent epistle, dated from London, 3 cal. 
May, 1520. 

^" I cannot but extremely commend, my dear Co- 



^ Des. Erasmus Rot. Joanni 
Coleto, decano Sancti Pauli a- 
pud Londiuum, ^. D. Non 
possum equidem non Tehemen- 
ter laudare, Colete» singularem 
istam vereque Christianam ani- 
mi tui pietatem, qui conatus 
tuos omnes, omnia vitse studia 
semper hue desdnaris, non ut 
tuisprivatim commodisconsuie- 
resy sed uti patriae civibusque 
tuis quam plurimum prodesses. 
Neque minus admiror judicium 
tuum, qui duas praecipue res de- 
legeris, quibus id cumulatissime 
consequi posses. Videbas enim 
amplissimum charitatis fiructum 
in eo situm esse, si quis assiduis 
concionibus sacraque doctrina 
Christum popularium suorum 
animis inserat : quo tu quidem 
in negociojam annos complu- 
res versaris, non dicam quanta 
cum laude (quam tu adeo non 
spectas, ut nee admittas) sed 
certe magno cum fructu. Quo 
nomine Paulus ille tuus, alio- 
qui modestissimus, subinde glo- 
riatur, ac sese sancta quadam 
insolentia jactat. Deinde quod 
proximum existimabas, ludum 
literarium longe pulcherrimum 
ac magnificentissimum institu- 
isti» ubi sub electissimis ac pro- 
batissimis prseoeptoribus Bri- 
tannica pubes rudibus statim 



annisy simul et Christum, et 
optimas imbiberet literas; ni- 
mirum graviter intelligens, et 
in hac state velut herba, spem 
reipublics positam esse, et 
quanti referat in omnem yitam, 
protinus ab incunabuHs optimis 
imbui. Jam vero quis non ada- 
met etiam generosam istam 
animi tui celsitudinem, ac sanc- 
tam (ut ita dixerim) superbiam, 
qui utrumque hoc in patriam 
officium ita gratuitum ac since- 
rum esse Tolueris, ut nee ex 
tot annorum laboriosissimis 
concionibus, vel teruncio factus 
sis ditior ; quumque tua semi- 
naris spiritualia, nullius unquam 
camalia messueris; et scholie 
sumptus, tarn videlicet ingentes, 
ut satrapam quoque deterrere 
possent, solus omnes ferre vo- 
lueris: et quum vulgus homi- 
num nulla in re libentius so- 
cium accersere soleat, tu pa- 
trimonium, tu censum univer- 
sum, ad haec domesticam etiam 
supellectilem profundere ma- 
luisti, quam ullum mortalem in 
istius glorise partem admittere. 
Quffiso, quid istud est aliud 
quam in universes tuorum libe- 
ros, in universos cives animum 
plusquam patemum gerere ? 
Teipsum spolias, ut ipsos locu- 
pletes ; te ipsum nudas, ut illos 
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'* let, your singular and truly Christian piety ; who 
** have hitherto directed all the endeavours and la- 
" hours of your life, not to the seeking of your own 
** private interest, but to the consulting the good of 
^ your country, especially of your native dty. Nor 
** do I less admire your judgment, in choosing out 
"two of the most proper methods for the full at- 
<* tainment of these glorious ends. For you saw the 
" greatest fruits of love and charity would arise from 
" the pains of instilling into the minds of people 
** the knowledge of Christ by constant sermons, and 
" a diligent teaching of the word of Grod ; and there- 
" fore in this exercise you have now spent many 
" years ; I need not say with what praise and com- 
" mendation, (for that you despise,) but I may say, 
" with great profit to the hearers ; upon which duty 
" of preaching the gospel your own apostle St. Paul 
** (otherwise modest, and sparing enough of his own 
" praises) did often boast, and in a manner pride 
" himself. Then for a second effectual means of an- 
^^ swering the same public ends, you have founded a 
" very beautiful and magnificent school, where, un- 
" der the choicest and best approved masters, the 
*^ British youth, in their tender years, might imbibe 

omes : teipsiim laboribus con- tibi privatim sim obnoxius, 

fids, quo tua soboles vegeta sit officii niei sum arbitratus, lite- 

in Christo. Breviter totum te rarium aliquod munusculum in 

impeodis, ut illos Christo lu- omamentum scholse tuee con- 

criiacias. Nimium profecto sit ferre. Itaque duos hos meos 

inndus, qui talia conanti non de Copia comnieDtarios dotsb 

impensissime faveat; impius, scholcB nuocupare visum est; 

qui reclamet et obstrepat ; hos- opus videlicet quum aptum pue- 

tis Anglite, qui non pro sua ritise, turn non infhigiferum (ni 

▼irili adjumenti aliqmd con- iallor) fiiturum. Bene vale, 

ferre studeat. Ego sane non Colete optime. Londini. anno 

ignarus, et quantum Anglise de- mdxii. hi. cal. Maias. 
beam publice, et quantopere 

K4 
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** the Christian religion and good letters ; as irighdj 
^^ apprehending, that from that tender age» in bud 
** and blossom, the commonwealth might justly 
^ hope and expect, in tinie, the fruit in proportion ; 
^^ and that it would be an infinite advantage to num- 
^* kind in every stage of life, to be well instructed 
** from their cradle. And in both these respects, 
*^ who would not love and admire that generous 
** greatness of mind (I was going to say that holy- 
*^ pride) in you, that you paid both these regards to 
*^ your country in such sincere and disinterested a 
** manner ; that by so many elaborate s^mons, in so 
** long a course of years, you are not one farthing the 
^* richer ; and though you sowed in such plenty 
** your spiritual things, you reaped no man's carnal 
** things ? And again, though the expenses of your- 
*^ school were such an immense burden, that it 
" might well have affiighted any noUe peer, yet you 
" took it all upon yourself; when the common sort of 
** mankind are well pleased to admit of any assistance 
^* in such cases, you chose to spend your patrimony, 
" your whole revenue, your very furniture and house- 
** hold goods, rather than to admit any one soul to 
'^ be a partner in the glory Of your ample fbunda^- 
" tion ^ What is this but to have a fatherly aflfec- 
" tion for all your children, that is, for all your fel- 
" low citizens? You become poor, to make them 
" rich ; naked, to clothe and adorn them ; by your 
" great labours, you well nigh destroy yourself, to 
** make them grow in Christ ; in a word, you spend 
" yourself, to gain them unto salvation. Surely he 

' It cost him 4500Z. (an im- 120L annual rent, which is 
mense sum in the time he lived,) much increased since. [New- 
and besides he endowed it with court*s Repertorium Lond.] 
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*' most be rery envious, who wiU not heartily favxmr 
^ such good works ; and he must be notoriously im- 
*^ pious, who shall dare to speak against them. He 
'* is an enemy to England, who would not» accord- 
^* log to his power, help and promote them. For 
'* my own part, I wk not ignorant how much I am 
"^indebted to this kingdom iu general, and how 
^* much to you my special friend : and therefore I 
'* thought it my duty to bestow some small literary 
"^INresent towards the beautifying and adorning 
** of your new school ; and to dedicate these com- 
^ mentaries about the copiousness of words and 
^ things to the use and benefit of your school at 
** Paul's ; a work befitting the wants of young leam- 
** ers, and such, I hope, as may be very serviceable 
^ to them. Farewell, my best and most excellent 
'' Colet, Lond. 1512, 3 kal. Maii." 

This work, though the author designed it chiefly 
ibr the use of our school ; yet he elsewhere speaks of 
it with satisfaction, as what would be of a more ge- 
neral use\ 

In the book itself ^ Erasmus adapts his examples 
to the honour of his English Mends ; as particularly 
in varying this sentence. Semper dum vivam tut 
meminerOy he makes the variation run wholly upon 

* Edidi opus De rerum ver« Cum scholib margiualibus Chri- 

borumque Copia, quod inscripsi stophori Hegendorphini, in qui- 

Coleto meo ; opus utilissimum bus vir ille quoruodam studio- 

concioiiaturis. [Eras. Epist. sorum efflagitationibua victus» 

Servetio.] et exempla pleraque ab Erasmo 

' There was afterwards an adducta ex autoribus optimis 

edition witli the commentaries quibusque deprompta ostendit, 

of Hegendorphin, thus enti- et loca authorum ab Erasmo 

tied, Des. Erasmi Rot. De Co- non indicata diligenter indicat. 

pia Terbonim ac rerum com- Anno moxxyiii. mense Julio, 

mentarii duo^ postrema autoris Antwerpis in aedibus Michae- 

cura reoogniti locupletatique. li» Hjllenii» 8vo. 
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his remembrance cxf master Moore» and rings the 
changes upon it in near two hundred several ways of 
expression. 

This mention of sir Thomas Moore after the let- 
ter of Erasmus, which so highly commends the 
preaching of Dr. Colet, makes it not improp^ to 
observe^ that sir Thomas Moore % in his younger 



« Sir Thomas Moore, while 
a young man — He frequented 
sermons diligently, especially 
when those men preached who 
were most excellent for good 
life and spiritual direction; 
such as Dr. Colet was, the most 
famous dean of Paules, who, as 
Erasmus writeth, was wont 
every day to preach at Paules, 
besides many other sermons, 
which he made at the court 
and elsewhere, expounding in 
them either the Pater notter^ 
the Apostles' Creed, the Ten 
Commandments, the Seven Sa- 
craments, or some other matter 
of necessary instruction, which 
he never left off until he had 
perfected the whole, that there- 
by every one might learn what 
they should believe, what to fol- 
low, and what to shunne ; and 
shewed the means how every 
Christian might come to perfec- 
tion in the sundry states of life. 
And his life did not disagree 
from his doctrine; for he ex- 
ercised himself much in all 
works of charity and mortifica- 
tion of his flesh. This was he 
that founded the goodly school 
of F^ules, dedicating it to the 
little boy Jesus, as he was found 
disputing with the doctours at 
twelve years olde ; of which fa- 
mous act sir Thomas Moore, 



writing to him, compareth it by 
a full antithesis to the horse of 
Troy, out of which the Grecians 
issued to surprize the citye. In 
like manner, saith he, out of 
this your school many have 
come that have subverted and 
overthrown all ignorance and 

rudeness Therefore he 

chose this worthy dean for his 
ghostlye father, for he was ac- 
counted one of the most skilful 
physicians for the soule that 
could be found amongst ten 
thousand Him he committed 
himself unto, as to a safe guide 
of perfection in the dangerous 
passajpes of youth ; that by his 
experience he might the more 
easily overcome &e devil, the 
world, and his own flesh, by 
following his wholesome les- 
sons, to work the salvation of 
his soule, without any prejudice 
of his body. To him he was as 
obedient in ail spiritual afiairs, 
as he was to his father in all 
dutifull obligation, whereby he 
arrived to perfect obedience, 
one of the chiefest helps that a 
spiritual man can have to get 
heaven. And because every one 
may see what affection he bore 
to this man, his ghosUy physi- 
cian, I will set down here an 
excellent letter of sir Thomas 
MoQre to Dr. Colet. 
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years, was a great admirer and constant frequenter 
of the sermons and lectures of Dr. Colet ; and had so 
great a veneration for his sound preaching and good 
living, that he made him his confessor. In an ex- 
cellent epistle to him he complains of his staying too 
long in the country, and importunes his speedy re- 
turn to Stepney or London, that he might again en- 
joy the benefit of his edifying sermons ; reflecting on 
the ordinary preachers at Paul's Cross, as men of ill 
lives, who therefore could make no great impression 
upon their auditory. They were physicians that 
ought to be called upon to heal themselves ; and the 
people did not care to have their sores touched by 
those who they saw had need of healing themselves : 
in Colet only they had confidence ; of him they had 
experience; he alone could cure them; they would 
willingly all submit to whatever he prescribed, &c. 
This letter in the original Latin I shall subjoin to 
the English translation given long since by the au- 
thor of the Life antl Death of sir Thomas Moore, 
4to. 1642. 
* " As I was lately walking at Westminster, busy- 



' Tho. Monift Joanni Coleto 
8uo» S. D. Ambulantt mihi du- 
dum in foro, et intra aliena ne- 
gotia ocianti, obtulit se puer 
tinis. Quem quam primum in- 
tuerer, vehementer sum gavi- 
tua, turn quod hie ipse mihi 
semper charus extidt, turn pree* 
dpue quod arbitrabar eum non 
sine te venisae : at ubi ab iUo 
didici te modo non rediisse, sed 
nee adhuc diu rediturum ; dici 
non potest, ex quanta iaetitia, 
in quantam rooestitiam rejectus 
sum. Quid enim mihi potest 
esse molestiusyquamsuavissima 



coDSuetudine tua privari? cu- 
jus pnidentissimo consilio frui, 
cujus Jucundissimo convictu 
recreari, cqjus gravissimis con- 
cionibus excitari, cujus ex- 
emplis et vita promoveri, in 
cujus denique vultu ipso ac nu- 
tu solebam conquiescere. Ita- 
que ut his praesidiis vallatus 
aliquando me seusi roborari, 
ita eisdem destitutus, languore 
mihi ferme videor absolvi. Et 
quia tua semper yestigia se- 
cutus, jam pene ex ipsis orci 
fiiucibus emerseram, nunc rur- 
sum tanquam Euridice (con- 
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^ ing myself about other men's causes, I met by 
^ chance 70m* servant ; at whose first sigbt I Biar- 



traria tamen l^e; Euridice 
quidem, quod illam respexit 
Orpheus ; ego Tero, quia tu me 
DOD respicis) id obscuras retro 
califfides, nescio qua vi ac ne- 
cessitate, relabor. Nam in urbe 
^uid est quod quenquam ad 
bene vivendum moveat, ac non 
potius suopte ingenio nitentem 
in arduum Tirtutis caUem^eva- 
dere mille machinamentis revo- 
cet, illecebris mille resorbeat? 
Quocunque te confenis, quid 
alittd quam hinc fictus amor et 
blande adulatorum mellita vene- 
na circumsonant ? Hinc odia 
asva et queruls lites ac forenses 
strepitus obmurmurant. Quo- 
cunque tuleris oculos, quid aliud 
Tideasy quam cupedinarioa, oe* 
tarios, lanios, coquos» fiirtores, 
piscatores, aucupes, qui mate- 
riam Tentri ministsanl^ ac mun- 
do et principi ejus diabolo? 
Tecta quinetiam ipsa, nescio 
quo modo, bonam partem lucis 
eripiunt, nee caelum iibere si- 
nunt intueri. Aerem itaque non 
ipt^po^ ille circulus, sed do- 
morum culmen determinat. 
Quo squior tibi sum, si mi- 
nime te adhuc ruris poeniteat; 
quippe ubi siraplicem turbam 
Tides, et urbicse fraudis exper- 
tem; ubi quoquoversus oculos 
intendas, bLanda teliuris hxnes 
juvat, aeris grata reficit tempe- 
ries, ipse te coeli delectat aspec- 
tus. Nihil ibi vides nisi benigna 
naturae mimera, et sancta quae- 
dam innocentise vestigia. Nolo 
tamen his oblectattonibus adeo 
capiaris, quin quam primum 
possis, ad nos revoles. Nam si 
Ubi displicenturbis incommoda. 



at Stephani rus (cu|us etiam 
non minus debes esse sollici- 
tus) haud minora tibi eommoda 
suppeditabity quam <piod nunc 
incolis : unde etiam in urbem 
(ubi magna tibi merendi mate- 
ria est) poles iatecdum, tan- 
quam in hospitium, divertere. 
Nam niri, quum sint homines 
ipsi per se aut fere innocui, aut 
certe non- adeo magnis sceleri- 
bus irretiti, cujusque medici 
manus utilis esse potest : at in 
urbe, tam propter ingentem 
magnitudinem, tam ob invetera- 
tam morbonim consuetudinem, 
medicus omnis fruatra, nisi pe- 
ritissimus, accesserit. Veniuut 
certe in D. Pbuli suggestum 
aliquando* qui sanitatem polli- 
centur : sed quum speciose per- 
orasse videntur, adeo vita cum 
verbis litiffat, at irritent potius 
quam mitigent. Non enim per- 
suadere possent hominibus, ut 
quum ipsi sunt omnium s^ro- 
tissimi, idonel credantur, qui- 
bus alienarum aegritudinum cura 
merito committatur. Itaque 
morbos suos, quum ab his 
tractari sentiunt, quos exul- 
ceratos vident, indignantur iii- 
cet, atque recalcitrant. At si 
(ut naturarum Indagatores affir- 
mant) is demum medicus ad 
sanitatem appositus est, in quo 
sgrotus maximam habet spem ; 
quis dubitet quin te uno, ad cu- 
randam universam urbem, ne- 
mo possit esse saiubrior? A 
quo quam aequo animo vulnera 
sua tractari patiantur, quantum 
confidant, quantum pareant ; et 
tute antehssc satis expertus es, 
et nunc apud omnes tiu desi. 
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^* vellouslj rejoiced, both because he hath been al- 
** ways dear unto me, as also especially for that I 
'* thought he was not come to London without your- 
^ self: but when I had learned of him, that you 
^ were not come, nor yet minded to come of a long 
^ while, it cannot be expressed how suddenly my 
^ great joy was turned into as great sorrow and sad- 
^ ness : for what can be more grievous unto me than 
*• to be deprived of your most sweet conversation, 
^ whose wholesome counsel I was wont to enjoy, 
^ with whose delightsome &miliarity I was recre- 
*' ated, by whose weighty sermons I have been often 
'* stirred up to devotion, by whose life and example 
^ I have been much amended in my own ; finally, 
*' in whose &ce and countenance I was wont to rest 
^ contented? Wherefwe, as I have found myself 
^ greatly strengthened whilst I enjoyed these helps, 
^ so now do I see myself much weakened, and 
^ brought almost to nothing, being deprived of them 
^ sd long : for having heretofore, by following your 
^ footsteps, almost escaped out of hell's mouth ; so 
*' now, like another Euridice, (though in a contrary 
<* manner, for she was lost there, because Orpheus 
<' kk>ked back upon her, but I am in the like dan-^ 
^ ger, because you do not look upon me,) I fall back 

derium, atque incredibilis qiue- me tibi totum dedidi, et in ad- 
dam expectatio declarat. Venias ventum tuum ftolidtus pendeo. 
eigo tandem, mi Colete, vel Interea cum Grocino, Linacro, 
Stepbani tui graUa, qui baud et Lilio nostro tempus transi- 
sectn diuturnam tui gemit ab- gam ; altera (ut tu scis) solo, 
seatiam, quam in&ntuli matris ; dum tu abes, vitfe meae magis'- 
Td patriiB tuae causa, cuius tro; altero, studiorum prae- 
baud minor tibi cura esse de- ceptore;tertio,cbari88imorerum 
bet* quain parentum. Postremo mearam socio. Vale ; et dob, 
(quamquam boc minimum sit utfacis» ama. Londini, lo cal, 
reduoendi tui momentum) mei No?embris.[StapletondeTribu8 
te respeotuff commoveat, qui Tbomia. Op. torn. iv. p. 992.} 
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<< again, by a certain violence and necessity, into 
^' that obscure darkness I was in before. For what, 
" I pray you, is there in this city, which doth move 
'< any man to live well, and doth not rather, by 
** a thousand devices, draw him back, and with as 
** many allurements swallow him up in all manner 
** of wickedness, who of himself were otherwise weH 
<< disposed, and doth endeavour accordingly to climb 
" up the painful hill of virtue ? Whithersoever any 
** man cometh, what can he find, but feigned love, 
'* and the honey-poison of venomous flattery ? In 
'^ one place he shall find cruel hatred ; in another, 
** hear nothing but quarrels and suits : whither- 
" soever we cast our eyes, what can. we see but 
*^ victualling-houses, fishmongers, butchers, cooks, 
'^ pudding-makers, fishers, and fowlers, who minis- 
'*ter matter to our bellies, and set forward the 
** service of the world, and the prince thereof, the 
^ devil? Yea, the houses themselves (I know not 
*^ how) do bereave us of a great part of our sight of 
^^ heaven ; so as the height of our buildings, and not 
^ the circle of our horizon, doth limit our prospect. 
*^ For which cause I may pardon you the more easily, 
** that you delight rather to remain in the country, 
'''where you are; for there you find a company of 
'' plain souls, void of all craft, wherewith citizens 
** most abound ; whithersoever you look, the earth 
'' yieldeth you a pleasant prospect, the temperature 
*' of the air refresheth you, and the clear beholding 
^* of the heavens doth delight you ; you find nothing 
'^ there but bounteous gifts of nature, and saintly 
^* tokens of innocence. Yet I would not have you so 
<* carried away with those contentments, that you 
** should be stayed from hastening hither : for if the. 
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" discommodities of the citjr do (as they may very 
" well) displease you ; yet may the country about 
" your parish of Stepney (whereof you ought also 
" not to have the least care) afford you the like 
^ delights to those which that affords you, wherein 
** you now keep ; jGpom whence you may, upon oc- 
*' casions, come to London, as into your inn, where 
•* you may find great matter of merit. The country 
^ people are most commonly harmless ; or at the 
** least, not loaden with great offences, and there- 
*^ fore any physician may minister physic unto them. 
^' But as for citizens, both because they are many 
^ in number, as also in regard of their inveterate 
*' custom in sinning, none can help them but he 
*' that is very skilfuL There come into the pulpit 
^ at Paul's divers men that promise to cure the 
'^ diseases of others, but when they have all done, 
*^ and made a fair and goodly discourse, their life, 
^* on the other side, doth so jar with their saying, 
** that they rather increase than assuage the grie& 
^ of their hearers ; for they cannot persuade men 
^ that they are fit to cure others, whenas them* 
** selves (Crod wot) are most sick and crazy. And 
" therefore when they feel themselves touched and 
** handled by those, whom they see are full of loath- 
^some sores themselves, they cannot but have a 
^* great aversion from them. But if such an one be 
** accounted by learned men most fit to cure, in 
** whom the sick man hath greatest hope ; who 
** doubteth then, but you alone are the fittest in all 
** London to cure their maladies, whom every one 
** is willing to suffer to touch their wounds ; and in 
** whom what confidence every one hath, and how 
'^ ready every one is to do what you prescribe, both 
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^ 70U have heretofore sufficiently tried, and now the 
^ desire that every one hath of your speedy return 
** may manifest the same ? Return therefore, my 
^* dear Colet, either for Stepney's sake, which 
^ moumeth for your absence, no less than children 
^ do for the absence of their loving mother ; or 
^ else for London's sake, in respect it is your native 
** country, whereof you can have no less regard than 
** of your parents : and finally, (though this be the 
** least motive,) return for my sake, who have wholly 
^ dedicated myself to your directions, and do most 
^ earnestly long to see you. In the mean time I 
^ pass my time with Grodne, Liaacer, and Lilye; 
** the first being, as you know, the director of my 
^ life in your absence ; the second, the master of my 
^ studies ; the third, my most dear companion. 
*^ Farewell, and see you love me as you have done 
** hitherto. London, 81 Octob." [about the year 
1610.] 

Upon reading this epistle, one cannot but ohserve 
the different spirit from what sir Thomas appeared 
to have had in the latter part of his Ufe, after Colet's 
death. He had early in his Utopia^ sufficiently 



r Especially ia the fint edi- 
tion of that book» which gave 
such a ridiculous view of the 
several orders in the church 
of Rome, that care was taken 
to erase several )>assages relat- 
ing thereunto. Thus in p. 56, 
he taxes the preachers of that 
age for corrupting the Christian 
doctrine, and practising upon 
it : for thejr> observing diat the 
world did not suit their lives to 
the rules Christ hath given, 
have 6tted Us doctrine as if it 



had been a leaden rule to their 
lives, that some way or other 
they might agree with one an- 
other. But there is one thing yet 
more surprising ; that in p. 1 73, 
he makes it one of the maxims 
of his Utopians, that no man 
ou^ht to be punished for his 
rehgion ; and yet afterwards he 
breathes out nothing but threat- 
enings and slaughter against 
the poor Protestants. See Biir- 
nefs ETist. vol. iii. 
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derided the popular supet^titions in the church ; and 
bad wit and learning sufficient to make an heretic : 
and what is more to be wondered at, (if we may be- 
lieye Erasmus's character of him,) he was a religious 
man, and free from superstition ^. But sure we are, 
the last scene of his life shewed him to be a quite 
different man ; so that in his very epitaph, composed 
by himself, he values himself upon his being a sworn 
enemy to heretics'*. This was owing to some of 
tbe prelates, who took him off from his fr'eedom of 
thinking, and importuned him to employ his abilities 
and parts in defence of the catholic church, against 
Tyndal, Frith, and other heretical writers, as they 
called them. He did so : and upon this controversial 
subject he wrote so unequally to what he had 
done before, and so very much beneath himself; 
that it either bewrayed a task imposed upon him 
against his will, or a cause wherein wit and inven- 
tion could not help him out against the simplicity of 
truth. Let any one but read the Vindication of our 
Protestant Faith, by poor John Frith, a boy in effect, 
and a naked prisoner, and then run over the answers 
and oppositions of the noble lord chancellor, sir Tho- 
mas Moore, and compare the sense, the style, the 
spirit of them both ; and he need not be told on 
which side infinite advantage lies. Had sir Tho- 
mas wrote upon no other subject but this of re- 
ligion, it would be as hard to find by his writings, as 
it was by his conversation, when he was in jest only, 
and when in earnest. Nay, Erasmus himself, an- 



' MoruB — vene pietatis non ' — Quod in epitaphio profi- 

indiligens cultor, etiamsi ab teor haereticis me fuisse moles- 

omni superstitione alienissimus. tum, hoc ambitiose fecL [Mori 

[Eras. £p. p.437.] ]Elp.Erasmo,ed.Lond.p. 151 1.] 

L 
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other of the dean's most intimate friends, those zea^ 
tots had» by their artfiil stratagems, brought even 
him to enter the lists with Luther ^: who, though in 
many of his books he professes himself well affected 
to Luther's person, and not averse to many of his 
doctrines ; yet he had no mind to be a martyr for 
him, by no means loving suffering, but delighting 
in a studious ease and safety ^. 



^ Muha scriprnt Liithenis im- 
prudeDter magis quam impie ; 
quorum hoc istos habet pes- 
sime, quod Thomae non mul- 
tum tribuit, quod minuit quae- 
stum veniarum, quod ordinibus 
mendicant ium parum tribuit, 
quod scholasticis dogmatibus 
non tantundem defert quan- 
tum evangeliis, quod negligit 
humanas disputatonim argu- 
tias. Hee nimirQm sunt hoe- 
reses intolerabiles ; sed his dis- 
simulatisy praetexuut iavidiosa 
apud pontificem horaines tan- 
tum ad nocendum et Concordes 
et callidi. Glim etiam reve- 
renter audiebatur hsreticus ; 
et absokebatur, si satisfaciebat; 
sin convictus perstitisset, ex- 
trema poena erat, noo admitte- 
batur ad ecclesiasticam com- 
munionem. Nunc alia res est 
luereseos crimen ; et tamen ob 
quamlibetlevem causam, statim 
hoc habent in ore, hseresis est. 
Olim hseredcus habebatur, qui 
dissentiebat ab evangeiiis» ab 
articulis fidei, aut his quae cum 
his parem obtinerent authorita- 

tem Nunc si quis un- 

quam dissentiat a Thoma, voca- 
tur hsereticus; imo si qtus a 
commentitia ratione quam heri 
sophista quispiam in scholis 
commentus est. Quicquid non 



placet, quicquid non intelligunt, 
hffiresis est. Greece scire h»- 
resis est, expolite loqui haeresis 
est; et quicquid ipsi non fit- 
ciunt, haeresis est. [Eras. Rot. 
arch, et principi Mogontino, 
ca). Nov. 15 19. £p. td. Has. 
1S21.P.477.] 

c — At pro Luthero, proque 
Lutheri paradoxis nondum est 
animus mortem oppetefe. — 
Pro his quae solent esse thema- 
ta conflictadonum scholastica- 
nim, nee auum euiqiam iritam 
eripere, si judex sim, nee veli'm 
in capitis discrimen venire. Op- 
tarim esse Cbristi maityr, si 
vires ipse suppeditet; Lutheri 
martyr esse nolim. [Erasmus 
adv. Huttenum Op. torn. ix. 

p. 1365-] 

Ex universis Lutheri libris 
non perl^ duodecim pagdlas, 
atque eaa etiam carptim ; et ta- 
men ex his degustads verius 
quam lectis, videbar mihi de- 
prehendere dotes natorae raras» 
et ingenium pulchre accommo- 
dum ad explicandum juxta ve- 
terum morem arcaoas lite* 
ns, ad suscitandam evangel icae 
doctrintt scintillam, a qua et 
public! mores orbis, e€ sefaola 
nimium jam indulgentea argutis 
magis quam necessariis quae- 
stiunculis vehementer proliip«e 
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He »(lLBrwa f d8 also, in his Morut EncominM^ 
lashed the cai'dinals) struck freelj even at the pope 
Umself, and exposed all the ambition, avarice, pa^ 
geantiy, and fopperiesrof the church of Some : espe* 
cttlty in the bargains about purgatory, masses, pU- 
grimages, indulgences, and other reUgious toys sold 
to the poor dduded people ; all which was effectu^- 
aOy the blowing a trumpet for the reformation. 

Yet though these two writers were the two leading 
reformers^ human fears and worldly policy stopped 
them short, and turned them out of the way they 
saw to be right. 

To ascend yet higher ; the same trick (for so it 
may well be c^ed) was put upon king Henry VIII. 
His education and parts were so good, that he could 
not but despise the idol of religion, as it was dressed 
up in the church of Rome: and he had openly 
laughed at some of their impostures; and would 
bave much sooner exerted his authority in reforming 
of them, if the bishops (especially Wolsey, his prime 
minister, and Longland, his confessor) had not 
worked him up to shew his learning, in defence of 
the Catholic faith, against Luther. And when, hj 
their importunity and aid, they had got such a book 
from him, and a glorious title for the author, it was 
the greatest wonder of the providence of God, that 
he should afterwards become the first instrument of 
the reformation in these kingdoms. 

^ But to return : the last act of Erasmus's kind- 

videlmntur. Audiebam eximios evangelicn puritati proximus, 

vinw probatse doctriD»» proba- ita minime infeHsum Luthero. 

teqne rdigionis, sibi gratulari^ Porro vita praedicabatur et ab 

quod in faujtis viri libros inci- iis qui doctriaam non ferebant. 

diBseDt. Yidebain, ut quisque [Laur. Campegio Lova. 1520.] 

esaet integerriinis moribus, et ^ Vehit in menteni quiddan* 

l8 
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ness to the dean's school was to find out at Cam- 
bridge (where he then was) an lisher, or second 
master, according to the founder's desire, to be un- 
der Mr. William Lilye. He inquired among the 
masters of arts there ; but he could meet with none, 
it seems, that cared for, or were fit for that place, 
who would engage in it. They did not affect so la- 
borious an employment, however honourable the 
terms might be. One of the seniors said, in a flouting 
way. Who would lead such a slavish life among boys, 
in a school, if he can have any other way of living f 
" I answered gravely," says Erasmus, "that the office 
*' of instructing youth in letters and good manners 
" was a very creditable office, that our blessed Saviour 
'' himself did not despise the conversing with child- 
'^ ren ; that no age was so capable of good instruction, 
** and a man could no where bestow his pains with a 
** better prospect of success, than at Paul's school, 



quod ridebis, scio. Cum inter 
magistros aliquot proponeretn 
de bypodidasculo, quidam non 
infimse opinionis subridens : 
" Quis/* inquit, " sustiueat in ea 
*' Bcbola vitam agere inter pue- 
*' ros, qui posset ubivis quomo- 
" docunque vivere ?" Respondi 
modestius ; hoc munus mihi vi- 
deri vel in primishonestum, bonis 
moribus ac Uteris instituere ju- 
ventutem ; neque Christum earn 
letatem contempsisse, et in nul- 
lam rectius coUocari beneficium^ 
et nusquara expectari fructuro 
uberiorem, utpote cum ilia sit 
seges ac sylva reipublicae. Ad- 
didiy si qui sint homines vere 
pii, eos in hac esse sententia, ut 
putent sese nuUo officio magis 
demereri Deum, quam si pue- 
ros trahant ad Christum. At- 



qui is corrugato naso, subsan- 
nans: " Si quis," inquit, *' velit 
*' omnino servireChristo, ingre- 
'* diatur monasterium ac reli* 
" gionem/* Respond!, Paulum 
in charitatis officiisponere Feram 
religionem; charitatem in hoc 
esse, ut proximis quam maxime 
prosimus. Rejecit hoc tanquam 
imperite dictum. " Ecce," in- 
quit, *' nos reliquimus omnia; 
*• in hoc est perfectio." Non re- 
liquit, inquam, omnia, qui cum 
possit plurimis prodesse labore 
suo, detrectat officium quod hu- 
milius habeatur.. Atque ita, ne lis 
oriretur, hominem dimisi. Vides 
sapientiam Scotisticam et habes 
dialogum. Rursum vale. Can- 
tabrigise^ postridie Simonis et 
Juds. [Erasmi Epist edit 
Bas. 1521. p.4ai.] 
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** which was in the heart of the dty, and centre of 
^ the kingdom : besides, said I, if men have a true 
*' sense of religion, they must needs think, that 
" there is no better way of pleasing and serving Grod 
" than by the bringing of children to Christ ; «. e. 
" training them up to piety, and virtue, and know- 
^ ledge. But upon this he turned up his nose, and 
** said in a deriding manner, J[fany man desires to 
^ he an absolute servant of Christy he may go into 
** a monastery, and take the vows of religion upon 
** him. I told him, Paul placed true religion in the 
" works of charity ; and the greatest charity was to 
** do most good unto our neighbours : but he laughed 
** at this, as a siUy way of talking. WeU, says he, 
'* we students seem to have left all; we must he 
** here in a state ff perfection No, said I, a man 
*' cannot b^ said to have left all, who, when he can 
^ do good to the world in any station, declines it, 
^' because he thinks it too mean for him : and so, to 
*^ prevent any further dispute, I took my leave of 
••him.** 

He had also in a former letter mentioned his fruit- 
less endeavours to serve him in the affair of an usher ^ 
And he did not only in the former of these epistles, 
but whenever he had an opportunity, encourage men 
of letters to undertake the laborious care of a gram- 
mar school ; of which he often speaks in the highest 
commendation, as what exalts the schoolmaster to 
the highest dignity; whose business is to season 
youth in learning and religion, and raise up men for 
the service of their country. ** It may be," says he, 

* Nondum occurrit quem ex- rere, et simul atque reperero, 
istimem idoneum hypodidaacu- certiorem teikdain. BeDevale» 
lum tiUB scholae ; p^^am inqui- pneceptor optiine. 

L 8 
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** the employment is accounted vile and mean in the 
^ opinion of fools; but in itself it is really great and 
*^ honouraUe^" 

The aforesaid story about the aversion of men in 
the university to the drudgery of a grammar school, 
was by way of postscript to a letter, wherein Eras- 
mus acquainted the dean ^, that he had almost finished 



^ £rasini|a Joanni Sapida-— 
Forro sortem tuam ut labori- 
osam esse non negaverim, ita 
tragkaniy ut tu vocas, aut deplo^ 
randam esse prorsus iniicior. 
Ludi literarii magistruin esse, 
proxiipum regno munus est. 
An m putas sordidam esse ^nc- 
tionem, primam illam setatem 
tuorum civium opdmis literis et 
Christo Btatin iwbuere, tcHque 
probos et integros viros patriae 
tuse reddere ? Stultorum opini- 
oae iiumiUua est, re longe 
^endidissinium. 

Sed quo alacrius verseris in 
isto munere» fac meiBiDeria se* 
cundum principes et episoopos, 
neminem magnificentius posse 
mereri de republica, quam lu- 
di literarii oiagiatrum, si nidi- 
bus adhuc, et in quemvis habi- 
tum sequacibus animis men- 
teoa instiUet Christo digoaw* 
easque literas, qu» semper opti- 
roo cuique placuerunt. [Erasmi 
Bpiat. Buncio Goido, hylinia- 
gi^ro.] 

8 In absolvenda Copia mea 
Buno sum totus, ut Jam senig- 
HfM|tis, iQStar videri possit, me 
simul, et in media Copto, et in 
summa versari inopia — 
Forro quod mihi tuas offers 
pecunias, agnosco veterem tu- 
um in me animum, et gratiam 
habeo quam possum maximaro* 



Sad pupugit nonnihil animum 
meum ?erbum illud, quamlibet 
joco dictum ; si humiliter men- 
di€«fMrw. Fortasse significas, 
et vere significas, quod sortem 
nostram tam iniquo ferimus 
animo^-A cseteris ne frostra 
petam; a te ?ero qua fiMMi-* 
te, quseso, petam? prssertim 
cum ipse hoc opum genere 
non admodum abundes. At* 
tamen si tibi probatur invere- 
cundia, finiam epistolam clau- 
sula quam possum iiopudeotis- 
sima. Nee adeo possum per* 
fricare &ciem» ut nullo titulo 
abs te petam ; nee adeo saq)cr- 
bus tamen sum> ut munus ie<- 
jiciam^ siquis talis amicus li- 
benter dederit, prseserdm hoc 
reruin statu. Vale. 

Reiricuit mihi jocus Mori 
mei, dictum qnoddam non 
ilkfHduin: naqn «Htis lihiis 
*de Copia; '* Emisit,** inquit, 
** Erasmus utramque Copiam, 
'* quid itaque reliqaum teift» 
*' prseter sununam inopiam V 
[Eras. Ep.] 

In the Hebrew tongue Ihe 
worc^ alluph^ as one observes^ is 
rendered both pccdagogus and 
prmceps; and she^t in that 
language is as ^dfS^ in the 
Greek* and signifies both a rvd 
and a aeptre* 
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his book de Capiat (before mentionedf) and yet upon 
the subject of plenty he found himself in great want. 
And as to his oflFer of money to him ; " I acknow- 
" ledge/' says he, " your good old generous disposi-' 
^ tion, and thank you most heartily. But you have 
" nettled me with one expression, (however spoken in 
** jest,) jfyau beg humbly ; intimating perhaps, (and 
** with truth enough,) that I am too proud for my 
** condition. However, were I to beg of others, I 
*' am afraid it would be in vain. And yet with 
** what face can I beg of you ? especially when 
'* you do not much abound in what I beg for. But 
^ if you will excuse my boldness, I will conclude 
** now in a very impudent manner. I can hardly 
** have the £Eice to crave any thing of you, when I 
** have deserved nothing ; and yet I am not so proud 
^ as to refuse a gift when generously offered to me, 
** especially under my present circumstances, low 
** enough." 

What confidence Erasmus placed in his friend 
Colet, he discovers to him also (with his state and 
circumstances) in another letter, which mentions his 
engaging in a translation of St. Basil upon Isaiah, .a 
work that pleased him very much. ^^ I will," says he, 
** send a specimen of it to the bishop of Rochester, 
** and try whether he will soften my labour with 
** some litde reward. This is a way of begging, you 
« win say ; and I know you will laugh at it. But I 
** begin to hate my poor condition; and I am re- 
^ flolved to get some fortune, to keep me above beg- 
'* ging ; or else to imitate Diogenes, and get into a 
•*tubV' 

^ Coepi vertere Basilium in valde placet. Exhibebo gustum 
EMiam. Idlhi quidem opus episcopo Roffensi ; experiarque 

l4 
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Having before mentioned Erasmus's pains, in 
seeking out for a proper person for the usher's place 
in Paul's school ; I am now to add, that being not dis- 
couraged in his quest, he did at length very proba- 
bly recommend Mr. John Rytwise ; who being bom 
at Sawl in Norfolk, and bred at Eaton school, was 
now member of King's college at Cambridge, and 
being retained by dean Colet as usher to his school, 
was, for his ability and industry, very agreeable to 
the head master Lilye. 

Under these two excellent masters of Paul's 
school, if there was any fault in the management of 
it, it was in the practice of too much * severity, ow- 
ing a little to the roughness of that age, and to the 
established customs of cruelty : somewhat too may 
be attributed to that austere temper of the founder, 
Dr. Colet ; who verily thought, there was a necessity 
of harsh discipline to humble the spirit of boys, 
to inure them to hardship, and prepare them for 
mortifications and other sufferings and afflictions in 
the world. 

This severity appears by several passages in Eras- 
mus's works ; particularly in his tract of the Edu- 
cation of Youth, where he falls upon the rigid French 
schoolmasters of the Scotical ^ dan^ ; than whom no- 

num is velit hos labores nostros ^ «• Next the Scotch clan." 

aliquo pnemiolo lenire. O men- Lewis and Cole. 

dicitatem ! Jam rides, sat scio. ^ — Gallis literatoribus se- 

At ^o meipsum odi ; planeque cundum Scotos nihil est plagot 

decretum est, aut aliquam nan- sius. Hi moniti respondere 

cisci foitunam, quse me ab his solent, earn nationem, quem- 

mendicabulis eximat, aut pror- admodum de Phrygia dictum 

sus Diogeuem imitari. Rursum, est, nonnihil plagis emendari. 

vale. Cantabr. id. Septembr. Hoc an verum sit, alii viderint ; 

[Eras. Epist. ed. Lond. p. 5 1 8.] fateor tamen nonnihil in natione 

^ Wood*s Athens Oxon. discriminis esse, sed multo ma- 

Tol. i. col. 15. gis in singulonim ingenionim 
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thing more cruel^ and yet when reproved for this 
their cruelty, they replied, that this nation (as was 
said of Phrygia) is only to be amended by such a 
harsh proceeding. " Whether this be true or not, 
** I will not dispute,** says Erasmus, " but must own, 
" there is a good deal of difference between one peo- 
*' pie and another as to this point ; but much more 
^ in the disposition of children. You may kill some 
*' before you can make them one whit better by 
** beating ; and yet at the same time with good 
" words, and good usage, you may do what you 
** please with them. Of this temper I own myself 
" to have been when a boy. And my master, of 
^ whom I was a great favourite, because he was 
*^ pleased to have conceived great hopes of me, having 
*^ a mind to get a thorough knowledge of my dispo- 
** sition, did therefore make a trial how I could 
^* bear a sound whipping. Upon this a fault was 
^ cooked up, of which (God knows) I never so much 



proprietate« Quosdain occidas 
potius, quam verberibus eroen- 
des; at eosdem benevolentia 
blandisque monitis ducas, quo- 
cunque velis. Hac indole fateor 
me puerom fuisse, quum prae- 
ceptor, cui pne csteris eram 
cfaaniSy quod diceret se nescio 
quid magnae spei de me con- 
cipere, magis adngilaret, vellet- 
qae tandem experiri quam es- 
sem virgarmn patieos, objecit 
commissum, de quo nee somni- 
aram unquam, ac csecidit — £a 
res omnero studiorum amorem 
mihi ezcuasit; adeoque dejecit 
puerilem aniroum» ut minimum 
abfiierit quin dolore contabes- 



cerem. Jam hinc mihi con- 
jecta, vir egr^e» quam multa 
felicissima ingenia perdant isti 
carnifices indocti ; sed doctrine 
perauasione tumidi> morosi, vi- 
nolenti, truces, et vel animi 
gratia csdunt; nimirum inge- 
nio tarn truculento, ut ex aiie- 
no crudatu capiant voluptatem. 
Hoc genus homines lanios aut 
carnifices esse decuit, non pue- 
ritise formatores. Nee ulli cru- 
delius excamificant pueros quam 
qui nihil habent quod illos do- 
ceant. Hi quid agant in scholis, 
nisi ut plagis et jurgiis diem ex- 
trahant? pSras. de Pueri in- 
stitut] 
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'' as dreamed ; and accordingly I suffered the dis- 
** dpline of the school Immediately I lost all man- 
*< ner ci relish to my studies ; and this usage did 8o 
<^ damp my spirits^ that it almost broke my heart. 
** From hence we may see, that these illiterate 
** butchers (to give them no better term) ruin many a 
'* hopeful lad. These conceited, morose, drunken, 
** cruel creatures, exercise this their severity as a 
** piece of pleasure ; and from another's pain take 
** great satisfaction. They are indeed fitter for the 
*' business of a butcher, or hangman, than to be in- 
'* structors of youth. And it is an observation not 
'* ill-grounded, that the most ignorant schoolmasters 
*^ are generally the best at this exercise. For what 
<< is done in their schools ? and in what do they 
^* spend their days ? Nothing but noisy stripes and 
** chidings." 

Erasmus therefore approved of the practice of 
Speusippus, who caused the pictures of joy and glad- 
ness to be set round about his school ; ^^ to signify, 
*' (as the excellent archbishop TiUotson observes,) 
*' that the business of education ought to be rendered 
** as pleasant as may be ; and that children stand in 
^^ need of all enticements and encouragements to 
** learning and goodness imaginable : for, (as one 
** says,) Metus hand diuturni magister qfficii^ fear 
** alone will not teach a man his duty, and hold 
^' him to it ; but rather causes a lasting disgust to 
'* both learning and virtue, and (to use Erasmus's 
" words,) Vtrtutem simul odisse et nosse'' 

Thus we find Erasmus was of a contrary opinion ; 
and more for the merciful and gentle way of edu- 
cation : who therefore was almost angiy with the 
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dean and his two masters ; and told the story of them 
mentioned below "^ in the original Latin, not very 
much to their reputation: which, though he con- 
cealed Uieir names, it will be a hard task to apply 
to ai^ other than to them. He judged of human 
nature according to his own share of it ; and there* 
fore was for the milder and softer ways of teaching. 
He seems to wish that boys could play and learn at 
the same time : and it is with approbation and plea- 
sure that he teUs this story ° of an English gentle- 
man. ^^ One seeing his little son very fond of shoot- 



™ — Novi theologum quen- 
dam, et quidein domestice, 
maxiini nonaiab, cqjiis animo 
nulla cnidditas satisfaciebat io 
discipulos, quum magistros ha- 
beret streoiie plagoaos. Id ex* 
istiinabat unice, et ad d^icien- 
dam ingeniorum ferociam, et 
ad edoniandum statis lascivi- 
am pertioere. Nunquam agi- 
tabat convivium apud gregem 
suum, nisi quemadmodum co- 
moBdia exeunt in ketaro cata- 
stropheo, ita post cibiun sump- 
tiim unufl aut alter protrahere- 
tor vii^gia lacerandus; et inte* 
rim aeviebat, et in immeritoa, 
niminim ut aasuescerent plagis. 
Ipae quondam aatiti prozimus, 
quum « prandio ex moie pue- 
rum evocaret, annos natum (ut 
opinor) decern. Recens autem 
a matre venerat in eum gre- 
gem. PrsB&tua est, illi ma- 
tiem esse cum primis piam fee- 
minam, ab ea sibi puerum stu- 
dioae commendatum ; mox, ut 
habeiet occasionem csedendi* 
oospit objioere nescio quid fero^ 
COD, quum nihil minus pre se 
ferret puer, et innuit ilU cui 
cdl^ pnefecturam oommiserat 



ut caederet. Ille protinus dejec- 
tum puerum ita ceecidit, ut qui 
sacril^ium commisisset. Theo- 
logus semel atque iterum inter- 
pellavit, satis est, satis est. At 
carnifix Hie fervore surdus per* 
^it suam camificinam pene 
usque ad pueri syncopem. Mox 
theologus vertus ad nos, Nihil 
commerwiy inquit, sed erat hu- 
miliandus', nam hoc verbo est 
usus. Quia unquam ad eum 
modum erudivit mancipium ? 
imo quis asinum } [Ibid.] 

*■ Britanni jaculandi studio 
prsBcipue ducuntur; nee aliud 
prius suos docent infsiutes. 
Quidam itaque solertis ingenii 
pater, animadvertens in filio 
miram jaculandi voluptatem, 
bellisaimiun arcum ac sagittas 
perpulcras paravit ; in omnibus 
turn arcu turn si^ttis erant de- 
pict« Uteras : deinde scoporum 
vice, GrsBcarum primum^ de- 
inde Latinarum literarum figu- 
ras proposuit; ferienti ac liters 
noinen pronuncianti, praeter 
applausum, pnemiolum erat ce- 
rasum, aut aliud quo gaudent 
parvttlL [Elras. de Pueris insti- 
tueodia. Op^tom.i. p. 441.] 
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'< ing, bought him a fine bow and arrows ; which 
<< was painted with the letters of the Greek and La^ 
<^ tin alphabet : and so for the butt, or mark to shoot 
<< at ; the like capital letters were drawn upon it : 
** and when he hit a letter, and could tell the name 
<< of it, he had, besides the applause of the bj-stan- 
" ders, a cherry, or some such trifle, for his reward." 
Erasmus also was a great enemy to that laborious 
way of trifling and losing time, which had lately ob- 
tained in grammar schools °; the going round as it 
were in a mill with sweat and noise, and getting by 
heart so many lines, without understanding the sense 
of them ; too much the custom of idleness in Eng- 
land and Holland ^. He shewed also a very good 
judgment; that boys should be sent early to a 
grammar school, before their minds are corrupted 
with any iU habit of tenderness, slothfulness, or 
other impediment of learning ; and then that they 
should not be taken away too soon to the university, 



^Pueros nostros ultra puber- 
tatem doini detinemus ; ac otio, 
luxu, deliciisque corruptos, vix 
tandem in scholain publicam 
mittimus. IlHc ut res b^e cedat, 
degustant aliquid grammatices ; 
roox simul atque norunt inflec- 
tere voces, et suppositum appo- 
site recte jungere, perdidicere 
grammaticam, et ad perturba- 
tam dialecticen admoventur ; 
ubi si quid etiam recte loqui 
didicerunt, dediscant oportet. 
[Erasmus de Pueris instituen- 
dis. Op. tom. i. p. 443.] 

P Leo. Arbitror tibi frequenter 
ex majoribus auditum, fuisse 
tempus quo pueri multis annis 
discruciabantur modis signifi- 
candi, et quoestiunculis ex qua 



vi, et aliis indoctissimis neniis, 
magnaque ambitione dictaba- 
tur, ediscebatur, exponebatur 
Ebrardus et Florista ; quod su- 
pererat temporis, ridiculis ver- 
siculis transigebatur : Joannis 
Garlandini Greeco-Latina dis- 
ticha pralegebantur a sudan- 
tibus» Catholicon in omnibus 
templis habebatur. Urs. In- 
felix profecto seculum. Leo. 
An tu credidisses unquam fore, 
ut apud Britannos, aut Bata- 
vos» pueri Grece garrirent, 
GriBcis epigram matiis non infe- 
liciter luderent ? Urs. Citius cre- 
didissem ruiturum caelum. [£- 
rasmi Dialog, de Pronuntiatiooe. 
Op. tom. i. p. 773.] 
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to be confounded with logic, before they rightly un- 
derstand their grammar ; and in a manner to unlearn 
the little they had learned at school. 

Sir Thomas Moore likewise doth often complain 
of the then vulgar method of teaching grammar, aud 
the intricate systems of it ; particularly of the Parva 
Logtcalia of Albertus, full of abstruse and trifling 
rules to puzzle and confound the poor boys ^. 

But Erasmus was above all solicitous for the 
morals and virtuous dispositions of children. He 
would have them read no authors but what were 
dean and chaste, and be in no company but what was 
innocent and uninfected. 

We find by one of the dean's statutes, he was 
much of his mind ; for he orders several Christian 
authors {viz. Lactantius, Sedulus, Juvencus, &c.) to 
be used in his school, for fear the children's morals 
should be corrupted by some of the heathen writers. 

Erasmus also thought boys carried from school, as 
-from their first vessel, that savour or tincture of good 
and evil that prevailed in all their following course 
of life, aud gave' them the right or the wrong bent 
and turn, to be wise and useful in their generation, 
or to be a sort of rakes and reprobates for ever. 

He used to talk over this subject with dean Colet, 
upon the occasion of discoursing about the masters 
and scholars of Paul's : and the dean fiilly declared 



4 Albeitus quidam gramma* parum habeat logices. Opene 

ticam 86 traditurum professus, pretium est videre in supposi- 

logicam quandam aut meta- donibus, quas vocant, in am- 

physicam^ imo neutram, sed pliadonibus, restrictioDibua, ap* 

mem somnia, mere deliria pellationibus, quam ineptaa, 

grammatics loco subsdtuit ille quam etiam flEdsas prsBoeptiun- 

panrorum loricalium ; quem culas habet. [Tho. Mori Apo* 

ideo sic appelTatam puto, quod logia pro Erasmo.] 
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himself of the same opunon, that bojs would im- 
bibe their principles and morals from the books and 
the company they conversed with. It is probable, 
that upon this observation the dean made it a prover- 
bial saying of his, ** We are all such as our conver* 
** sation is, and come habitually to practise what we 
^ frequently hear." This apophth^m, or wise saying 
of dean Golet, is remembered by Erasmus in his ela- 
borate collection of Adages ; and is p r ef erred before 
any of the sentences of the ancient philosophers ^ 

N.S. Here I cannot but remark, that though 
dean Cdet had a plain unaffected style, yet it had 
always something weighty and pungent in it : and 
this (which some may call carelessness) did not pro- 
ceed from a want of what goes under the name of 
rhetoric ; but from a professed contempt of it, as an 
art only of amusing. 

When Erasmus, in one of his books which he called 
Antibarbari^ had elegantly declaimed against the 
abuses of rhetoric ; Dr. Ccdet, upon reading it over, 
told Erasmus in private conversation, that his book 
had perfectly persuaded him to despise eloquence: 
and when Erasmus desired him to suspend his opi- 
nion, till he should hear what could be said on the 
other side ; he said, he was enough satisfied in that 



^ Piromde nullum ftpophd^eg^^ idem opoitet et de stiidik sm- 

roaphilosophorummeminilege- pere. Qui vitam omnem in 

re, quod mihi videatur cum illo ethnicis conterunt Uteris, gen- 

conferendam, quod Joannes tites e^adnnt. Qui pveter ob- 

Coletus meus, yir pariter et scoenos autotes nil eToWnnt, 

eraditus et kicomiptus, subinde moribus obsooenis redcbintur 

dSctitare consuevit: Tccfei nos oportet. Etentm lectio collo- 

eMe, qualia 99mi quotu^ana col- quium qiioddam ene vidotuF. 



loquia; talet evadere^ qualia [Erasmi Adagia. Op. torn. ii. 
Jrequenter audimus. Jam vero p. 341.} 
quod de oolloquio dictum est. 
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msMer\ He was however a great master of style 
and language. Hence it proceeded, that though his 
preaching was popular \ and adapted to the capacity 
of the common part of his congregation ; yet withal 
it was agreeable to the better judgment of the men 
of wit and learning: as I before instanced in sir 
Tho. Moore, who was a great admirer of him. But 
above all, archbishop Warham, who was, in effect, 
the supreme judge in the chancery and in the church. 



* Opens summam in quatuor 
Ubrofi digeaseram. Primus re- 
fellebat ea quae quidam vel su- 
perstitiosi, vel bypocritae reli- 
gbois Terius quam retigimi, so- 
lent nobis in os jacere. Secun- 
dus, subomata persona, qualis 
est apud Platonem Glauco, 
summis eloquentie yiribus vi- 
tuperabat eloquentiam ; totam- 
que rbetoriceft panopliam e% 
iatimis iliius armariis petitam, 
in ipsam rbetoricen expedie- 
bat: adeo nt felicis memoris 
Joannes Coletus» simul atque 
tarn tibmni kgisaet, serio mi hi 
dixerit in familiari coUoqnio; 
Plane Uber itau mUu persuasit 
negiectmm eloqwmtUt : cum- 
qne mooerem, suspenderel sen- 
tentiam, donee andiret elo- 
qventts paftrocinantem ; nega- 
hat a me poaae dilui, qme in- 
tendissem. [Erasmus Jobanni 
Si^ndo in libnrni primum Anti« 
barbarorum.] 

^ It waa the free and plain 
preMhing of Dr. Colet at Paul's 
Cross and Stepney, and other 
places in and near the city, that 
had raised up the disposition 
and spirit of the people, to be* 
gin to bate the yoke that had 
been put upon them, and to de- 



sire a redemption from it. There 
was so great a change in the 
minds of the citizens, that from 
a slavish superstition they were 
becotne a body of heretics, or 
favourers of heretical pravity; 
as the bishop of London com- 
plained in a letter to cardinal 
Wolsey, at the beginning of the 
year 1 5 1 5, in behalf of his poor 
chancellor, who was then m 
warde, and endited^ says he^ 
by an untrue quest for the 
death of Richard Hunne. [Who, 
for refusing to pay a mortuary 
unjustly demanded by the parish 
priest, was first accused of 
heresy, then thrown into pri- 
son, and there barbarously mur- 
dered.] He begs that it may 
please the king's grace to awarde 
a plakaide unto bis attorney, to 
confess the said enditement to be 
untrue, when the time shall re^ 
quire it : '* For assared I am,** 
says he, '* if my chancdlor be 
" tried by any twelve men in 
*' London, they be so roali- 
^ ciously sette tn faoorem km* 
**r€tuxB prcwitaHSf that they 
** will cast and condemn any 
** clerke, though he were as in*- 
** nooent as Abel." 
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testified the highest approbation of his perfi^pnances 
in this kind ; as appeared by this, that at the open- 
ing of a convocation of the province of Canterbury ", 
the archbishop appointed Dr. Colet to preach the 
Latin sermon on that solemn occasion : whose sub- 
ject was of the necessity of reformation, from Ro- 
mans xii. 2.^ Be not conformed to this world; 
but be ye transformed^ in the renewing of your 
mindst &c. ^ 

In this discourse he tells his fathers and brethren 
boldly, that their present meeting was to consult 
the reformation of ecclesiastical afiairs; and that 
there was never more need of it than in the present 
state of the church ; the spouse of Christ (which 
one would wish to be without spot and vninkle) was 
become deformed and ill-favoured; as the faithful 
city was become a harlot, &c. He must therefore 
warn them and importune them *to bestow all their 
thoughts upon the reformation of the church: a 
work incumbent on the bishops and clergy, because 



" See Ho]land*8 Heroologia 
Angl. p. 146. and Cambden*s 
Remains, p. 373. or 357. 

* Mr. Wood seems not to be 
accurate, when be calls tbis 
one sermon Oratianes dua ad 
derum in Convocationef anno 
15 1 1. &C. Lond. 8vo. ^* One 
** of them was also printed in 
** three sheets in 4to. by 
** Richard Pynson." [Wood's 
Athen. Oxon.] 

Dr. Colet preached without 
itotes ; and had the best ability 
for so doing, in a strong and 
happy memory. Mr. Smith has 
put in this citation from Wirt- 
zung, in his general Practice of 
Physic, part i. c. 12. sect. i. 



" One of the excellencies of 
** Dr. Colet was a memory so 
'' stupendious, that be could re- 
^* peat the Decretals memoriter 
** verbatim, and did never for- 
** get any thing he read, Sii 
**fide» penes authorem. Yet 
** there may be some truth in 
" it." [Note on the Life of Dr. 
Colet, written by Erasmus, p. 
76.] 

^An English translation of 
part of Dr. Colet's sermon is 
given by bishop Burnet, who 
Uiinks it was preached 15 13, 
though it is printed as preached 
in 1511. [See Hist. Reform, 
vol. iii. p. 25, &c.] 
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nothing has so much disfigured the face of the 
church» as the secular and worldly lives of the clerks 
and priests in it : if priests and bishops, who should 
be the lights of the world, ran into dark ways, 
how great must the darkness of the common people' 
beM 

The being conformed to this world, is to follow 
the four evils of this world ; 

I. Devilish pride. 

II. Carnal lusts. 

in. Worldly covetousness. 
IV. Secular business. All which now are, and 
reign, in the church and ecclesiastical persons. 

I. Pride of life. How ambitious, how greedy 
are the clergy nowadays of honours and prefer- 
ments ! How do they run as it were out of breath, 
from one benefice and dignity to another^ from the 
less to the greater profit, from the lower to the' 
higher place ! And the more they rise, the more 
lofty and stately they become ; forgetting the hum- 
ble office of bishops, and affecting a worldly lord- 
ship, &c. 

II. Carnal lusts and concupiscence. And has not 
this vice so abounded in the church, that at present 

' The Remains ascribed to " the salt of the earth ; and if 

Cambden have put down this " that salt once appall, the 

among the wise Speeches, p. ** world must needs wax' un- 

219. "Doctor Colet, the dean of ^'savorie: and he saith, that 

" Paules, said, that if the cler- '' the clergie be the light of the 

" gie were naught, the laitie " world; and then, saith he, if 

" were worse ; for it could not ' " the light be darkened^ how 

" otherwise be, but the lay- '* dark will tfien the darkness 

" men must ever be one d^ree ** be? That is to wit, all the 

*' under the clergye : for hereby ** world besides, whereof he 

" it cannot be a lie that our Sa- " calleth the clergye only the 

" vyour said himself; who saith '* light." 



' of the dergye, that they be 



M 



Digitized by 



Google 



168 



THE LIFE OF 



the far greater number of the priests regard nothing 
but the pleasure and delight of their own senses ; 
feasting and reveling, and vain babbling, or hunting 
and hawking, or being immersed in other sports or 
amusements of the world, &c. 

III. Worldly covetousness, or the lust of the eye. 
This plague has so infected the minds, and blinded 
the eyes of the clergy, that they will look at nothing 
but what has some gain and filthy lucre in it*. 
What do we seek for in the church but fat benefices 
and high promotions ? And when we attain them, 
do we mind the duty of them ? No, the greatest 
pluralist does the least office. O avarice, avarice, the 
root of all evil, of thee comes the heaping of one be- 
nefice upon another ; of thee, the bargain of resigna^ 
tions for pensions reserved; of thee, the frivcdous 
suits for tithes, for oblations, for mortuaries, for 
dilapidations, in the name of the church ; but truly 
for our private interest. O avarice, of thee comes 
the burden of episcopal visitations ; of thee, the cor- 
ruption of ecclesiastical courts, and the new inven- 
tions of extorting from the poor and needy ; of thee. 



* Erasmus had often enter- 
tained Dr. Colet with great ex- 
pressions of hb indignation at 
these markets in the church, and 
mercenary dealings of the po- 
pish clergy. — ^Apud sacerdotes 
nihil non venale est, nihil im- 
mune. Quas non tragoedias 
movent pro suis illis decimis? 
quam odiose divexant miseram 
plebeculam! Non datiir bap- 
tismus, hoc est, non licet fieri 
Christianum, nisi numeres : at- 
que his preclaris auspiciis 
fores ingrederis ecclesiae. Non 
eomprobAnt matrimonium, nisi 



numeres. Non audiunt poeni- 
tentium commissa, nisi sperent 
premium. Sacrificant conducti. 
Non psailunt gratis, non orant 
gratis, non imponunt manum 
gratis; vix procul mota manu 
benedicunt, nisi dederis. Non 
consecrant saxum, aut calicem, 
nisi data meroede. Quinetillud 
vere pontificium munus dooendi 
populum, qusestu vitiatum est 
Denique non impertiunt cor- 
pus Christi, nisi numeres. [£- 
rasmi Adag^a, Op. torn. ii. p. 
296.] 
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(he sharpness of officials in grasping all dues, and the 
eagerness of all ordinaries to extend their jurisdic- 
tion ; of thee, the great abuses in the probate of 
wills, and the sequestration of fruits ; of thee, the ri- 
gorous execution of all canons that bring in profit to 
the court, and the shameful neglect of all others that 
tend only to the reformation of manners. 

IV. The fourth evil is secular business ; wherein 
priests and bishops do now wholly employ their time, 
as servants of men rather than of God, and more the 
soldiers of this world than of Jesus Christ. Our 
warfare should be to pray devoutly, to read and study 
the scripture diligently, to preach the word of Grod 
sincerely, and rightly to administer the holy sacra- 
ments. But, alas ! we are entangled in the affairs 
of the world, &c. From these secular occupations 
of the clergy many scandals do ensue. 

1st, The dignity of the priesthood is debased, 
while priests are wrapped up in earthly things, whose 
conversation ought to be in heaven. 

2dly, The sacred order must needs be debased, 
when there appears no difference between the priest 
and the layman, but according to the prophet Hosea, 
(chap. iv. 9.) there shall be like people, like priest 

8dly, The order and harmony in the church is 
confounded, when the highest churchmen meddle 
with the meanest and vilest things, and in their 
stead the matters of reh'gion, the high and heavenly 
things, must be handled by the lowest of the people. 

4thly, Great offence and occasion of falling is 
given to the lay-people, when, by the example of the 
priesthood, instead of being weaned from the world, 
they are taught to be the more addicted to it. Such 
worldly-minded priests are the worst of hypocrites, 

M 2 



Digitized by 



Google 



164 THE LIFE OF 

while they go in holy vestments, and live a profane 
life. 

By these four mischief among the clergy, the face 
of the church is more wounded, than it was at first 
by the persecution of tyrants, or since by the insults 
of heretics. For by persecuting tyrants the church 
in affliction grew more bright and pure, and the 
church being shaken by insulting heretics, was the 
better grounded and settled in the holy scriptures : 
but by the secular lives of the clergy and their 
worldly dealings, all charity is extinct, and the 
church cannot be wise and strong in the Lord. We 
are sensible that the laity are very apt to oppose the 
clergy ; but, alas ! the danger is in our own opposi- 
tion to the laws of Christ. We are now threatened 
and trotlbled with heretics ; but, alas ! the most per- 
nicious heresy is in the ill lives of the clergy. St. 
Bernard, preaching to a convocation of the clergy, 
said ; ** Many men are catholic in their words and 
** doctrines, who are heretics in their works and 
" conversation. They do the same by iU example 
" that others do by false doctrine ; i. e. they lead 
^* people out of the way of truth and righteousness. 
*^ These men are more dangerous than other common 
" heretics ; as people are led into other pernicious 
^ ways more easily by ill examples than by any per- 
" verse teaching." 

So much for the first part, Se not conformed to 
this world. 

The second duty is to be reformed. The refor- 
mation of the state of the church must begin from 
you fathers^ and be followed by us, as sons and 
brethren. The way I presume to reform the 
church is not so much to make new laws» (we have 



Digitized by 



Google 



DR. JOHN COLET. 16S 

enough, too many,) but to put the present laws in 
execution. To this purpose rehearse the ancient 
canons. 

I. The canons that warn you, holy fathers, to lay 
kancU suddenly on no man ; not to be too easy iii 
admitting men to holy orders. This gate, alas ! is 
kept too wide and open. Multitudes thrust in, who 
have little learning, and less religion in them. But 
the best qualification is good morals and serious 
piety, 

II. Rehearse the canons that command the bene* 
fices of the church to be given to the most worthy ; 
not by near relation, or carnal afiection, or any other 
respect of persons ; whereby it happens that boys, 
and blockheads, and sots, do now reign and rule in 
the church, instead of grave, and wise, and good men. 

III. Reheiarse the canons against simony and cor- 
rupt procuring of benefices ; a prevailing infection, 
that eats like a canker in the niinds of the clergy, 
and prostitutes them to the most servile and the 
most mercenary ways of getting preferment. 

IV. Rehearse the canons against non-residence. 
How many evils grow from hence ! All the care of 
souls is left to poor curates ; and these insufficient, if 
not scandalous. 

V. Let all canons be recited that concern the 
lives of the bishops and clergy, that forbid every man 
in holy orders to be either a merchant, a usurer, a 
hunter, a gamester, or a soldier ; especially the ca- 
nons thai restrain clergymen firom the haunting of 
taverns, and keeping company with suspected wo- 
men **. 

^ Nihil magis optanduni» conjugto, liber ac totus ser- 
quam ut saoerdos immunis a viat Domino suo. Nunc vi* 
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yi. Recite the canons for the regulation lof monks 
and religious orders ; that they leave the broad way 
of the world, and go in the strait and narrow way to 
heaven : not negotiating in worldly business, nor at- 
tending and soliciting in the courts of princes. 
. VII. Above all, reverend &thers and bishops, re» 
cite the canons that concern yourselves ; and espe- 
cially those which relate to your fair and canonical 
election in the chapters of the respective cathedral 
churches : the neglect of these canons has been the 
reason Hiat bishoprics have been disposed of more 
put of favour to men, than any respect to the grace 
of God; so that we have bishops who have little of 
the spmtual persons in them, earthly rather than 
heavenly, savouring of the things of this world more 
than of the spirit of Christ. 

Let the canons be recited of the residence of bi- 
shops within their respective dioceses ; that they 
look diligently to the cure of souls, sow the seed of 
the word of God, shew themselves in their own ca- 
thedrals, especially on the greater festivals ; officiate 
sometimes in their own persons; do sacrifice for 
their people; hear the petitions and pleas of the 
poor ; support the fatherless and widow, and exer- 
cise themselves in the works of charity. 

Recite the canons for a due distribution of the re- 
venues of the church ; not to squander them away 
in costly buildings, nor in sumptuous apparel, nor in 
extravi^ant feasting, not in the raising of kinsmen, 
much less in the keeping of hounds ; but in things 

demus mundum esse plenum millia sacerdotum palam con- 

sacerdotibus concubinariis. £ftt cubinariorum. Nam tales sin- 

apud Germanos episcopus qui- gulis annis pendunt aliquid epi- 

daro» qui ipse dixit in convivio ; scope — [Erasmi Resp. in Not. 

uno anno ad «e. delata undecim N. Bedd«. Op. torn. ix. p. 401 ,] 
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profitable and necessary for the church. Kemember 
St Austin the monk (while bishop of England) had 
this nde given to him by pope Gregory, to make a 
partition of the goods of the church into four equal 
shares ; one for the suppcnrt of the Inshop and his fa^ 
mily ; a second, to maintain the inferior clergy ; 
a third, to uphold and repair the buildings of the 
Church ; and a fourth, to relieve the poor. 

Let the canons be recited, (even over and over,) 
that would purge away the corruption of their courts, 
the arts, the frauds, the many ways of getting and 
catching money by that sordid covetous humour that 
is the cause of all our mischiefe, the fountain of all 
iniquity. 

Lastly, let those canons and constitutions be re- 
newed that enjoin the celebration of councils, and 
especially of provincial synods for the reformation of 
the church. Nothing can be more to the detriment 
of the church of Christ, than the want of such ge-^ 
neral and provincial assemblies. When these several 
canons have been recited, with such as relate to the 
correction of manners, there will want nothing but a 
due and impartial execution of them ; that having a 
law of the church, we may live according to that 
law. And the execution and observation of these ~ 
canons must begin with you, our bishops and go- 
vernors. Your example must teach and direct all 
other orders and degrees. It is your light must 
sliin# before us ; that we sons may see how to follow 
in our father's ste^. 

When once the clergy are thus reformed in the 
church, we are then in a right method of proceeding 
to the reformation of the laity ; who will then readily 
comity with us : for the body follows the soul ; and 
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•such ^as are the rulers of the city, such will be the in- 
habitants thereof. So likewise will the people soon 
be good, if the priests are so : our good lives will 
teach them more effectually than all our sennons and 
discourses to them ; our piety and virtue will even 
compel them to come into the right way, moire 
powerfully than all your suspensions, excommunica^ 
tions, and other cursings and terrors of the church. 

If you would bring the lay-people to live accord- 
ing to your wish and will, ye must first walk your- 
selves according to the will of God. You would have 
them obedient to you ; and St. Paul doth so advise 
ihem, Heb, xiii. 17- But thep the foundation of that 
obedience must be to take heed to yourselves, &c^ 
You would be honoured of the people, as St. Paul 
again requires, 1 Tim. Vt !?• But then ye must 
rule well. Ye i^ust likewise labour in the word 
and doctrine ; and so shall ye be counted worthy of 
double honour. 

You would have ypur tithes and offerings, and.aU 
sort of church dues without suit or contention for 
them, as St. Paul has provided, Romt xv. 27. But 
surely then you should sow your spiritual things, be^ 
fore you can expect to reap their carnal things. 
Would you be so hard and unjust upon then^ aa 
to reap where you did not soWj and to gather where 
you have not etrowed ? 

You would have what ye call the liberties and 
j^nchifiies of the church, t. e. the clergy exempted 
from secular judges ^, This also is rei^nable ; for 

^ The exemption of the clergy their sennons and writings. In 

from punishment by the civU a treatise of the Soul of Man» 

magistrate, was the doctrine of printed about the time of this 

the popish clergy in most of sermon, we find wh|it follows 
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it is written in the Psalms, Touch not mine anointed. 
Psalm cv. 15^ • But if ye desire this liberty, be not 
in bondage to the world, assert within yourselves 
the liberty of the gospel, that liberty wherewith 
Christ hath made you free. Set your hearts and af- 
fections upon his service, which is perfect freedom. 
Serve God, and reign in him ; and then, believe me, 
the people will not touch th^r Lard GocPs anointed^ 
In this admirable sermon, it is observable, th^ 
preacher had first made an apology, that he, a ser- 
vant, should presume to ftdvise the lords ; and thai 
the son should undertake to teach the fathers: 
" Truly this,'' says he, " had been more fit for the 
^ fathers themselves. You prelates might have done 
^^ it with a graver authority and greater wisdom. 
^' But the command of the most reverend father and 



in the inh chap. Speaking of the 
dygaite of preestes, and how the 
▼ertu of the sacnmientes is not 
leased or myn^rshed throwe the 
synnea of the receyver, and how 
God will not that seculers of 
the worlde correct the niynys- 

ters of holy chyrche " To 

*^ God it longeth only for to 
'* correct them for theyr de- 
** iautes, and so I wyl it be» for 
f * if the excellence and autorite 
** that I have gyre to them that 
•* yt is from subjectyon of tem- 
*' poral lordesi temporal lawe 
** may notbyng punish them, 
** hut he only that is setaboue 
** for to roynystie in my lawe 
** that am endless God, (as be 
'* such as are anoyuted of me,) 
" they should correct them un- 
" der me, whan they trespaase, 
" and therefore by holy wryte 
" I have sud thus, lioUie tan^ 



" gere, &c. to temporal lords ; 
'* touch not my Crystes that be 
'* my mynestree, which be an- 
** oynted of me," &c. 

^ In the solemn dispute upon 
this subject in the Black^fryers, 
by the king's command, in 
April 1 5 1 5, the abbot of Win- 
chelcumb, advocate for the 
clergy, did gravely produce this 
text, as giving an exemption by 
divine right, and making any 
process asainst a clerk before 
a xemponu judge to be tnalum 
in 5e, as contrary to the ex- 
press commandment of Jesus 
Christ ; NoUte tangere Christos 
meog: to which Dr. Standish^ 
advocate for the king and civil 
government, gave such a deal* 
answer, that no reply was made 
to it. [Kellway*s Reports. 
Trin. 7 Hen. VIII.] 
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<< lord, the archbishop, pfeaident of this synod, must 
'* be obeyed ; I must submit to the burden he has 
^' laid upon me, (in truth too heavy for my shoulders,) 
'* and bear it in remembrance of what the prophet 
<< has said. Obedience is better than eacrfficeJ" And 
he concludes with another decent apology for the 
freedom he had taken. ** I have mentioned, xe- 
*^ verend fathers and brethren, the particulars I 
*< thought proper for the reformation of our ecdesi- 
*' astical affairs. I trust, that of your benignity ye 
** wiU take all in good part. If I have gone beyond 
** my due bounds, or have spoken with too much 
** warmth ; forgive a man that speaks out of pure 
^* zeal, heartily lamenting the breaches and decays of 
** the church. Consider the matters well; and be 
** not offended at my manner of delivery. Consider 
'^ the sad estate of the church ; and use all your 
^* utmost endeavour to repair and reform it. Suffer 
^ not this great assembly to meet and depart in 
<< vain. Suffer not this synod to be held to no end 
•* and purpose. Truly ye have before met in convo- 
** cation^; but if, by your favour, I may speak the 



^ Upon the great hopes and 
eipectationa from the first con- 
vocation of the prelates and 
clergy after the restauration of 
King Charles II. for a sort of 
precedent and rule to them, 
this sermon of Dr. Colet was 
printed in English, under this 
title; A Sermon of Conform- 
ing and Reforming made to 
the Convocation at St. Paul's 
Church in London, by John 
Colet, D. D. Dean of the said 
Church: upon Rom. zii. 2. 
Be ye reformed^ &c. writt an 
hundred and fifty years since : 



to which is now added an Ap- 
pendix of bishop Andrews and 
Dr. Hammond's solemn Peti- 
tion and Advice to the Convo- 
cation, &c. Cambridge, 1661. 
8vo. 

This discourse being lately re- 
printed in the Phoenix, from Mr. 
Smith's edition in full length,' 
the editor speaks of it in th^ 
following words : 

'* Dr. Colet*s sermon, which 
** standsforemost in this volume, 
'* and is perhaps one of the 
** oldest, as well as one of the 
*' honestest, extant in the Eng- 
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truth, I have not seen any good come of it to the 
church. Go on now, in the holy Spirit ye have 
called upon ; and by the aid of that Spirit, i»re-» 
siding over this council, debate, determine, and or- 
dain such things as may be to the interest of the 
church, to your own praise, and to the honour of 
God : unto whom we ascribe all honour and glory, 
now and for ever. Amenr 
I cannot but here observe, that the same zeal, 



'* lish tongiie, is upon all these 
^accounts singularly valuable. 
" This piece we might trust 
** alone into the worlds without 
" passport or recommendation ; 
'* whether we consider it purely 
" as a sermon, with respect to 
" the language and ornaments 
'* of q)eech, though preached in 
" the reign of Henry VIL or 
** with respect to the matter and 
" doctrine, though in the days of 
'* pop»y. But the present age 
" abounding with infinite ?a- 
"riety of excellent new ser^ 
'* moos upon all texts, which 
" may tempt the injudicious to 
''ask. Why an old sermon 
''upon us? it may not be ambs 
" to assign the reason in the 
" words of an illustrious prelate, 
" and shew there is a wonderful 
"historical use in an old ser- 
" mon, as well as in an old 
"medal. 

"When I writ," says his 
lordship, ** my History of the 
" Reformation, I had Dr. Co- 
"let*s sermon in my hands: 
" and once I intended to have 
" published it, as a piece that 



' might serve to open the 
' scene, and to shew the state 
' of things at the first begin- 
' nings of the reformation : but 
' I was diverted from it by 
' those imder whose direction 
' I put the work. They 
' thought it might have been 
'judged, that I had inserted it 
' on design to reflect on the 
' present, as well as on the 
' past, state of things. I sub- 
' mitted to their advice, &c. * 
*' By his lordship*s manner 

* of taking notice he had Dr. 
' Colet's sermon in his hands, 
' he sufficiently intimates, that 

* it was scarce as well as valua- 
' able, and not to be met with- 
' but among the curious : and 

' since the reasons and regards 

* which diverted his lordship 
' from publishing it in the reign 
' of Charles H. are, it is to be 

* hoped, in a great measure 
' changed, or ceased in these 
' days; we persuade ourselves, 
' the reviving and publishing it 
' now in the Phoenix will meet 
' with universal satisfaction.** 



* [Reflections on a book ooncerning the Rights, Powers, &c. of an English 
CoavocatioD.] 
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and pious strain, appears in other writings of his ; 
particularly in his Comment upon the first Epistle to 
the Corinthians : where he makes use of the same 
vehemency of speech, and breathes out his soul in 
most passionate desires of reformation ; and yet at 
the same time doth it with so much tenderness and 
candour, without the least assuming to himself, or 
being dogmatical in his opinion, that I am persuaded 
the conclusion is worth inserting among the notes, 
in order to shew the winning way he had as to 
others, and the modesty and humility, as wdl as the 
weightiness and importance of what he said ^ 

It is very observable^ that in this sermon of dean 
Colet to a pofHsh synod, there is no manner of po- 
pery, but in the phrase of doing sacfjfkey which was 
at that time common language for saying mass; 
and the exemption of the clergy from the civil ma- 
gistrate ; which by a long prescription was become 
then in effect the law of the land : he seems indeed 
to claim it by divine right ; perhaps in compliance 
with the stiff humour of the clergy in those times. 

This, though large, abstract of the foregoing ser- 
mon will probably be thought not sufficient ; because 
we have very little or nothing of this great man ex- 
tant besides. For though we have large catalogues of 

^ *— Nos autem quicquid in sit quod eos offendat qui meli- 

boc argumentum contulimus» ori sunt judicio, id redargui, re- 

quanquam non aliis quam no- pelli, et in me rejici non recu- 

bismet ipsis scripsimus, tamen sabo; agnosco enim infirmita- 

si fortasse b»c nostra^ quaecun- tern meam : agnosco etaam 

que sunt, aliquando in aliorum omnia omnibus ex gratia esse,, 

manus inciderint, quicquid in ut possumus et deberaus illud 

hb l^nt, eos precor ut boui apostolicum dicere ; Non tumus 

consulant. Tribuentque soli suficientes ex nobis, quasi ex 

Deo, si quid repererint quod nobis, sed tota nostra suffiden- 

recte dicitur : sin ?ero aliquid tia a Deo est. 
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the works of Dr. Colet, by Bale e and Pitts ^ ; yet, ex- 
cepting the Rudiments of Grammar, we have nothing '* 



s — Ego nihilominus ipsuro 
multa scripsisse comperii; sed 
ideo publicare noluisse, quod 
fuerit Gtbbci sermonis imperi- 
tiu, sioe quo sspenumero se 
nihil esse fotebatur. Nam ista, 
divaricatis paeeUis in secretis- 
simo suie bibliothecae loco, sunt 
post ^us mortem reperti^ ut 
ab amico quodam accepi, 

De Puerili InstUutionet lib. i. 
Acdpe optime ac literatb- 
sime. 

De Moribus componendiSf 
lib. i. Hosce aiticulos praeoep- 
tor recita. 

EnarroHones in Paulutn, lib. 
xiv. 

In Prcverhia Salomonis^ lib. i. 

In Evangelium Matthat^ lib. i. 

Epistoke ad Erasmum^ lib. i. 
Nod iacile credideris, Erasme. 

De Reformidatione Chriiti^ 
lib.i. 

In,SynUfolum Fidei^ lib. i. 

In Precationem. Dominicam, 

iib.i. 

Condones ardinarue, lib. i. 

Condones extrctordmaria^ 1. i. 

Ad Convocationem Cler% lib. i. 

BreoUoquus Dictorum ChrisH, 
Hb.i. 

Jd Argumenta Erasmi^ lib. i. 

Exc^tiones Doctorum, lib. i. 

Atque alia, sed oronino im- 
perfecu. [Balei Script, firit. 
Cent. V. 4to. 1548.] 

'^ It is well known that Bale 
did multiply the works of his. 
authors; and that PitU gene- 
rally made bold to increase the 
catalogue of them: as here 
Pitts added to the works of 
Colet, Fila Hominu ChrisHanu 
2. Ortolan, 3. l^pistola ad Tho- 



mam Tailerum. And Mr. Wood 
doth mention Commentarii in 
Ecclesiasticam D. Dtonysd Hi- 
erarchiam, MS. This is in the 
public library at Cambridge, ad 
cakem Com, in Epist, ad Rom, 
et Corinthios, The title of it 
stands thus : Jo, Colet de An- 
gelis Ccelestique Hierarchia se^ 
cuius Dionysium. At the end. 
of his Com, in Rom. Oxonia^ 
is added, that which shews they 
were his prelections there. The 
daily Devotions, printed in his 
name, cannot be said to be all 
of his composition. 

There is still another manu- 
script of the dean's, now in the 
possession of Roger Gale, esq.- 
which seems to be an analyti- 
cal comment on all the cano- 
nical epistles. The reverend 
Dr. Tho. Gale conjectures it to« 
be Dr. Colet's from the likeness 
of expression found in his other 
writings; and from what he. 
calls an uncorrectness, which he 
was subject to, by reason of his 
more regarding sense than 
words. 

^ Mr. Wood has a little ex- 
patiated upon the hint given by 
Bale: as for the things he 
wrote, they are many ; which 
being found in his study, after 
his death, few understood them, 
because written only for his 
own understanding, with inten- 
tions, if life had been spared, 
that they should have been all 
fairly transcribed and published. 
(Athene Oxon. vol. i. col. i.) 
But for such intentions there 
can be no authority. The con- 
trary is rather probable, that he • 
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entire but this single sermon: the Latin original 
whereof is no where to be found but in the public 
library at Oxon, among archbishop Laud's MSS. 
though printed ; which, with the English translation, 
(written probably by the dean himself,) since it is 
also a great rarity, deserves a place in the appendix. 

Erasmus excuses him for not leaving more in 
writing, telling us, '^ he could not bear, that the 
*' standard of a good style should be taken from the 
^^ exact rules of grammar : which, he would often 
*' affirm, did rather obstruct the purity of the Ian- 
** guage ; not to be attained but by the reading of 
^ the best and purest authors. He suffered by this 
** opinion : for when by genius and learning he had 
'^ a noble eloquence, and the perfect command of any 
*• subject ; yet in writing he did sometimes fall un- 
** der the censure of the critics. And it was for 
'* this reason, I presume, that he abstained from the 
** writing of books. Though I wish," says that great 
man, '< that he had not abstained : I should value 
^ the thoughts of such a man, in whatever language 
" they were dressed^." 

It were to be wished, that we had some remains 
of the convocation in 1511, or of a former in 1509. 
In one of which I doubt not it would appear, that 

was averse to the publishing any mira siippeteret orationis uber- 

of his writings. tas, tamen scribens subinde la- 

^ Recte loquendi copiam non bebatur in his quie solent no- 

ferebat peti e praeceptionibus tare critici ; alque hac, ni fallor, 

grammatioorum; quas assevere- graUa, a libris scribendis absti- 

bat offioere ad bene dicendum ; nebat : atque utinam non ab- 

nec id contingere, nisi evolven- stinuisset ; nam hnjus viri oo- 

dis optimis autoribus : sed hu- gitationes, quacunque etiam 

jus opinionis ipse poenasdedit; lingua proditas, optarim. [B- 

cum enini esset et natura et ras. Jod. Joq. Bp. edit. Bas.] 
eniditione facundus, ac dicenti 
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the preacher, dean Colet, was (although he had made 
lue of great freedom of speech in his sermon) elected 
prolocutor, and by his prudence and learning ma- 
naged and restrained the spirit of persecution that 
was then fermenting among the inferior popish 
dergj. When one of the seniors of them was ar- 
gumg fiercely for putting heretics to death, and it 
was made a question, whether the scriptures did any 
where command it ; the man, with great eagerness, 
offered to quote Titus iii. 10. H^ereticum hominem, 
post unam et secundum correctionem, devita ; taking 
it for granted, that devitare in the Latin was de 
vita toUere^ to kiU, or take away Ufe. Erasmus upon 
that jdace, in his Annotations, says ; *^ None should 
** suspect this to be my invention ; I had it from Dr. 
*^ Colet, a man of known integrity, who was prolo- 
" cutor when this thing happened in convocation ^^ 



1 Erasini Annotat in Epist 
adTitum cap. iii. com. lo. HiB- 
n^cum devita. Hie locus est, 
qnem senez theolc^s, et in 
prtmis severuSy in conciiio pro- 
duxit. Cum venisset in ques- 
tioneni, num quis esset locus 
in literis canonicis, qui jube- 
ret hiereticum affici supplicio 
ca|Mtis ; DeTita, inquit, devita ; 
putans devitare Latinis esse de 
vita ttdlere. Id ne quis suspi- 
oetur meam esse commentum, 
aocepi ex Joanne Coleto, viro 
spectatse integritatis, quo pne- 
aidente res acta est. 

Erasmus had before told this 
story very divertingly in his Mo- 
rim Endm, And therefore it 
could not ao well happen in the 
convocation of 15 ii, 3 Hen. 
Vin. as it might in 1509, 
1 Hen. Vin. beouise the Mo^ 



rite Encamiutn seems to be writ- 
ten and published between 
these two meetings : for though 
Erasmus^ by way of amusement, 
pretends he wrote it in his pas- 
sage over the Alps from Italy ; 
yet he really drew it up in 
England, even in the dwelling- 
house of master Moore, at 
whose suggestion he wrote it, 
and sent it over to be printed 
in France, as he afterwards con- 
fessed to Martin Dorp. Diver- 
sabar id temporis apud Morum 
meum, ex Italia reversus, ac re- 
num dolor complusculos dies 
domi continebat, et mea bib- 
liotheca nondum fuerat ad- 
vecta; turn si maxime fuisset, 
non sinebat morbus quicquam 
in gravioribus studiis acrius 
agitare. Coepi per otium Morias 
Encomium fudere ; nee in hoc 
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That blundering way of perverting the scriptures, 
by catching at the very sound of the words in the 
vulgar Latin, was a common practice among the mas- 
ters and doctors of that age« Melancthon gives a 
like instance in a professor of divinity, who ex- 
pounded the text. Rex Salem panem cu: vinum cb^ 
tulit ; not thinking Salem was the proper name of a 
place, he ran out into a long dissertation about the 
nature of salt, as well as of bread and wine *". And 
so, paveant illi nan paveam egOt was a good proof, 
that th^profoest was not to pave before his own door. 

The dean's two sermons of war preached before 
Henry VIIL when he was entering upon^ a war with 
France, are lost. Some account indeed is given of 
them by Erasmus, and by archbishop Parker, (who, 
no doubt, was the compiler, or at least the director 
of the lives of his predecessors,) by collating both 
which writers we may collect these matters of fact ; 
that dean Colet, for his plainness and freedom, and 
scriptural way of preaching, lay under the suspicion 
of heresy, and had hardly escaped a pa'secution 
upon it. The same adversaries, in the name of the 
church, were lying in wait for him at every sermon 
he preached, especially in the city, and about the 
court. The convocation sermon was under the com- 
mand and protection of the archbishop, lord chancel- 
lor of England ; and was much the safer for it. 

But it was with the greatest impatience that his 

sane ut ederem, sed ut morbi dita sunt, rex Salem panem ac 

molestiam hoc velut avoca- vinum obtulit, non animadver- 

men to le?arem» &c. [Eras, tens Salem loci nomen esse, 

Epist. ad Dorpium dat. Antw. multa de condiment! vi ac na- 

MDxv.] tura disseruit: imposuit enim 

<" Nuper quidam ex magistris bono viro vocum affinitas. [Elo- 

nostria, cum enarraret ea quae quentisB Encomium Phil. Me- 

de Melchisedeck in Genesi pro- Ian. 8vo. p. 104.] 
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enemies watched some other opportunities against 
him ; and they thought it would as well serve their 
purpose, if, instead of the suspicion of heresy, they 
could fix the misprision of treason upon him. Hence 
the king having resolved upon a war with France, 
they suggested to his highness, that dean Colet had, 
at this juncture, preached up this false doctrine ; 
that the most dishonourable peace was preferable to 
the justest war. Two of the Franciscan friars, Stan- 
dish and Bricot, (the first of which was soon after a 
bishop,) opened against Colet upon this occasion; 
and one of them loudly, in his pulpit, declaimed 
against poets, meaning the dean, as well versed in the 
classics, and a good master of music, though other- 
wise far from a maker of verses. The young king 
hearing of these complaints, gave a signal instance 
of his prudence and moderation : he sent for dean Co- 
let, and in private advised him to go on in reproving 
and reforming a corrupt and dissolute age, and to let 
his light shine in the midst of so much prevailing 
darkness. He was not ignorant, that this had pro- 
voked some of the prelates against him ; but for his 
own part, was sensible what service and honour he had 
done to the whole nation by his sound preaching and 
good living : and he therefore told him, he would 
humble his adversaries, and satisfy the world, that they 
who struck at Dr. Colet should not go unpunished. 
The dean thanked the king for his royal goodness to 
him ; but as to any punishment of his unreasonable 
adversaries, he did not desire that any should suf- 
fer on his account ; he would rather give up his 
deanery, and live altogether in privacy and silence". 

^ — Non oonquievit tamen odium ; tentavit aulam regiam 
[epiecopi LondiDensis] in Coletum coDcitare, atque im- 

N 
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But soon after ^ another occasion offered itself, 
wherein they thought verily they should do his 



primia regem ipsum ; jam aliud 
telum nacti, quod piiblice diz- 
iaset in concione^ pacem ini- 
quam pneferendam bello se- 
quissimo; id temporis enim 
adoraabatur belium in Gailos ; 
et hujus fabuUe non minimam 
partem Minoritse duo agebant : 
quorum alter &z belli» mitram 
meruit; alter bonis lateribus 
▼ociferabatur in concionibus in 
poetas: 8ic enim designabat 
C!oletum, cum is a poeticis nu- 
meris esset alienissimus^ alioqui 
non imperitus musioes. Hie 
rex, ^[regius juvenis, dedit evi- 
dens specimen ingenii sui r^pio 
dignissimi, privatim hortans Co- 
letum, pergeret sua doctrina li- 
bere succurrere moribus ejus se- 
culi corruptissimis, neque sub- 
duceret lucem suam temporibus 
tenebricosissimis: se non igno- 
rare, quid in ilium stirauTaret 
episcopos illosy neque nescire 
quantum ipse fhictus attulisset 
genti Britanhics sua vita, sa- 
craque doctrina. Addebat sese 
sic cohibiturum illorum oonatus, 
ut alib liqueret non impune 
fore, si qui Coletum impeterent 
Hie Coletus egit quidem gra- 
tias pro animo regio ; caeterum 
quod obtulit, deprecatus est; 
negans se velle, ut cuiquam pe- 
jus esset sua causa, se potius 
cessurum munus quod gerebat. 
^ — Sed aliquanto post data 
est illis ansa, ut sperarent jam 
posse confici Coletum. APascha 
parabaturexpeditio in Gallos : in 
die Parasoeves Coletus apud re- 
gem et aulicos mire concionatus 
est de victoria Christi ; adhor- 
tans Christianos omnes, vt sub 



regis sui vexillo militarent^ ac 
vincerent : etenim qui odio, qui 
ambitione, mali pugnarent cum 
raalis, seque vicissim trucida- 
rent, non sub Christi, sed sub 
diaboli signis mititare: simul- 

3ue ostendit, quam res esset ar- 
ua Christianam obire mortem ; 
quam paud belium susdperent, 
non odio aut cupiditate vitiati ; 
quam vix consisteret eundem 
habere fratemam charitatem. 



sine qua nemo visuros 
Deum, et ferrum in (ratris vis- 
cera demeigere. Addidit, ut 
Christum principem suum imi- 
tarentur, potius quam Julios et 
Alexandres. Multaque alia turn 
declamavit in banc sententiam, 
sic, ut rex nonnihil metueret, 
ne hsec condo adimeret animos 
militibus, quos educebat. Hue 
velut ad bubonem omnes coo* 
volant mali ; sperantes fore, ut 
regis animus jam in ilium poessit 
exacerbari. Aocersitus est Co- 
letusjussu regis ; venit; pransus 
est m monasteriolo Francisca- 
norum, quod adhseret regiss 
Greenwicensi. Rex ubi sensit, 
descendit in hortum monasterii ; 
et Coleto prodeunte, dimisit 
suos omnes. Ubi solus esset 
cum solo, jussit, ut tecto ca- 
pite familiariter colloqueretur ; 
atque ita exorsus est juveois 
humanissimus : ** Ne quid te- 
** mere suspiceris, decane; non 
** aoceruvi te, quo tuibem tuos 
'< sancdssimos labores, quibus 
*' unice faveo, sed exonerem 
** conscientiam meam scrupulis 
** aliquot, tuoque oonsiljp rec- 
** tins satisfftdam officio meo." 
Verum ne totum colloquium re* 
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bufliness* The archbishop, according to custom, was 
to make a list of Lent preachers, to h^ appointed to 



petam, quod fere sesquihoram 
productum est Interim in aula 
ferociebat Briootus, existimans 
periclitari Coletum; cum per 
omnia conveniret illi cum rege, 
nisi quod rex optabat, ut quod 
Coletus Tere aixisset, diceret 
aliquanto explanatius ob rudes 
milites, qui secus iuterpreta- 
reutur, quam ipse dixisset, vide- 
licet Christianis nullum esse 
bellunft justum. Coletus pro 
sua prudenda, proque singulari 
animi moderatione, non solum 
animo r^o siltisfecit, verum 
etiam auxit gratiam pristinam. 
Ubi reditum est in regiam ; rex 
dimissurus Coletum, allato po- 
culo, prsebibit illi ; et complexus 
homineai humanissime, omnia- 
que poUicitus quae sint ab aman- 
tissimo rege expectanda, dimisit. 
Jam aulica turba circumstans, 
expectabAt exitum ejus collo- 
quii. Ibi rex omnibus audien- 
tibus, ** Sinis,'* inquit, " cuique 
** doctor estOy et suo quisque fa- 
'* veat ; hie est doctor meus." Ita 
diacesserunt quidam lupi (quod 
aiunt) hiantes, et praecipue Bri- 
cotus; nee ab eo die quisquam 
est auaua impetere Coletum. 
[Erasmi ESpist. Jod. Jome, p. 

579] 

— Cum ex more arcbiepi- 
Scopus designaretquosdam prse- 
dicatores, qui diebus Dominicis, 
Meicurii, atque Veneris in sep- 
timanis quadragesimalibus co* 
ram rege ooncionarentur; proxi- 
matunc sequenti quadragesimali 
Coletus die Veneris ante Pascha, 
qui a PontiBciis sanctus dice- 
bator, jussu arcbiepiscopi con- 
cionem coram rege habens do- 



cuit» quomodo sub Christi vex- 
illis militandum Christianis fue- 
rit. £0 tempore rex in Gallos 
bellum parabat. Ac Coletus, 
cum de sedandis principum dis- 
cordiisy Christianisque a beilo 
revocandis multa, eaque mira 
facundia protulisset, subjunxit ; 
his qui sub Christi vexillis pug- 
uant, Christi humilitatem, non 
Alexandri, aut Julii Caesaris, 
aut similium imperatorum fero- 
ciam esse proponendam. Rex 
aliquanto turbatus ac veritus ne 
suorum ducum atque procerum 
animos tam piee ae disertse ora- 
tionis vi a bello in Gallos sus- 
cepto flecteret, ac averteret, 
finita concione eum accersirit. 
Id Londinensis episcopus sui- 
que asseclee, qui invisum Co- 
letum habebant, in earn par- 
tem interpretabantur, ac si Co- 
letus, qui contra regis senten- 
tiam atque mentem tam acriter 
prssdicaret, veniret regi in pro- 
ditionis suspicionem, et regis 
jussu ad carceres ex aula duce- 
retur; multfu^ue in eum, dum 
adhuc cum rege loqueretur, pe- 
tulanter invecti sunt. At vero 
pneter illorum opinionem, rex 
Coletum valde humaniter comi- 
terque . tractavit ; eique suum 
de bello Galileo gerendo consi- 
lium et institutum indicavit; 
non se id sponte, sed lacessi- 
tum, et coactum, ac ad regni 
tutelam suscepisse. Proinde, 
quamvis in concione de Chris- 
tiana pietate gerenda, et omnis 
vindicts cupiditate deponenda 
eleganter atque pie dixisset ; ita 
ut suum ipsius animum in Gal- 
los hostiliter affectum pene mi- 
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preach before the king on Sundays, Wednesdays, 
and Fridays, during that holy time ; in which course 
the dean of St. Paul's, Dr. Colet, preached on Godd 
Friday ; and treating of Chrisfs victory over death 
and the grave, he exhorted all Christians to fight 
manfully under this captain of their salvation, and to 
come off more than conquerors. He spoke some- 
what of reconciling the differences of Christian 
states and princes ; and did persuade men to con- 
quer those lustSfJram whence come wars andfighU 
ings amongst them. He said, those worldly wicked 
men who fought with one another out of hatred and 
ambition, and were hurried on to slay and to destroy 
one another, did not fight under the banner of Christ, 
but under the ensigns and tokens of the Devil. He 
shewed how hard it was to die a Christian death in 
a day of battle ; how few undertake a war, but in 
malice, or avarice, or ambition, or some other unwar- 
rantable passion ; and how inconsistent that imbru- . 
ing of hands in blood was with that Christian cha- 
rity, without which no man shall see the Lord: 



tigasset ; tamen^ quia hoc hel- 
ium necessitatis, nofi voluntatis, 
nee illatio helli, sed Gallican» 
Yis ac injuriae repulsio queedam 
esset, rogavit eum, ut altera 
concione se ac aulam suam, de 
hello ad incolumitateniy atque' 
defenstonem patriae Christianis 
suscipiendo^ eadem orationis fa- 
cultate, qua de humilitate turn 
docuit, institueret. In quo Co- 
letus non minus regi quam 
Christo oflicium, atque obse- 
quium prsstitit. Nam de hel- 
lo Christianis licito gerendo, 
tanta gravitate et eloquenda 
dixit, ut non modo regem at- 
que proceres ad helium jam 



propensos, sed languentes at- 
que timidos contra Gallos turn 
incenderet. Rex finita condone 
ei in populi corona gratias ^t, et 
proceribus suis astantihus ; '' Se- 
** quatur/* inquit, *' quisque il- 
*' lum quern raaxime probatdoc- 
" torem,mihienim solus Coletus 
** arridet." Post hoc encomium 
regale, Coletus ah inimicorum 
invidia secunis, atque tutus, 
Evangelium indies in condoni- 
hus propagahat; et tarn auli- 
cis quam dvihus Londinensthus 
(quos orationis facundia allexit 
et delinivit) auditorihus flore- 
hat. [Antiq. Briun. suh Will. 
Warham. edit Han. p. 306.] 
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and he finally exhorted, that they who were finishing 
their warfare under Christ's banner, should not imi- 
tate the Alexanders and the Caesars, and the other 
victorious princes, but their own humble lord and 
master Jesus. The king was a little disturbed at 
this doctrine ; and afraid that such a powerful dis- 
suasive from war might cool the minds of his sub- 
jectSy and even intimidate his soldiers, at this junc- 
ture of his declaring a war against France : and 
therefore immediately after sermon he sent for the 
preacher, who waited his majesty's pleasure in the 
Fraadscan monastery, adjoining to the royal palace 
at GreeuMriclu The king went down to walk in 
the cxmvent garden ; and when Dr. Colet came to 
him» he dismissed aU his attendants. The bishop of 
Lomdon, and his party, who hated the dean, and 
especially firiar Bricot, were waiting in the palace ; 
full of hopes and expectation that the preacher 
would fiedl under the suspicion of treason, and the 
king^s highest displeasure upon it, and would im- 
mediately be sent from the court to the tower. But 
on the contrary, as the king and dean Colet were 
alone in the garden, his highness commanded him 
to be covered ; and then spoke to him in this friendly 
manner : ** Master dean, that you may fear no harm, 
^ I sent for you at this time, not to interrupt your 
«* holy labours in preaching, which I would rather 
^ encourage and promote ; but to disburden my own 
***conscience of some scruples upon it, and by your 
^ ghostly advice to direct myself in the present pos- 
*^ ture of itiy afiaifs." The king then told him, that 
he was. now engaged in a war against the French 
king ; not at his own desire, but by force and ur- 
gent necessity, for the defence of his kingdom : and 
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therefore though the doctor, in his truly Christian 
sermon, had spoke admirably well of Christian love 
and charity, and of laying aside all thoughts of re- 
venge, and had almost reconciled him to his greatest 
enemies, the French ; yet, since this was a war, not 
of choice, but of necessity, for the defence of his 
kingdom, and undertaken to repel force with force ; 
he must desire him, in another sermon, to defend the 
lawfulness of such a war as was defensive, and should 
be entered upon for the honour and safety of our 
country. Dean Colet with all dutiful readiness 
obeyed the king's command ; and at the next op- 
portunity, in the same grave and eloquent way, he 
spoke of the grounds of a lawful war among Christian 
states and princes, with such strength of reason and 
scripture, that he not only confirmed the king and 
his nobles in their intended enterprise, but even 
raised the spirits of the common people, before cool 
and indifferent in that matter. At the end of this 
last sermon the king thanked him publicly before all 
the people ; and said to his nobles, who stood about 
him, " Well, let every one choose his own doctor; 
'* but this shall be my doctor, before all other whatso* 
'* ever." And so the king took a glass of wine, and 
drank to him very graciously, and dismissed him 
with all the marks of affection ; promising him any 
favour at court he would ask for. After this great 
honour done him by the king, his enemies (that 
stood gaping like wolves for a prey) slunk away with 
shame and vexation ; and the dean, now secure firom 
their envy and malice, went on in his constant course 
of preaching, and had always a fiill audience, as well 
of courtiers as of citizens ; who were all pleased, and 
even charmed with his excellent way of preachisi;. 
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But for all this, he seems never to have recovered 
the name of orthodox amongst the churchmen of 
his time, especially those who were called the relu 
gious; who had a mighty ostentation in valuing 
themselves as such, and throwing the odious and 
dangerous name of heretics upon aU who would 
not speak directly in their language ^. 

Erasmus, as well as his friend Colet, was a suf-^ 
ferer in this cause of the imputation of heresy ; but 
of the two. Dr. Colet, if possible, was the more here- 
tically inclined : and Erasmus does him the justice, 
in giving him the preference of thinking some su- 
perstitions intolerable, which he himself could more 
easily bear ; at least tiU some opportunity offered it- 
self of reforming the church without disturbing the 
peace of the state. We have an instance of this, 
when they being joint spectators of some supersti- 
tious relics of Tho. a Becket, Colet was out of pa^ 
tience to see those silly fopperies ; whereas Erasmus 
was more easy, waiting till a proper time should 
come of reforming such abuses ^ : for though there 
was great need of reformation, yet he judged there 



P Erasmus freauently com- 
pluned of this bigotry in the 
time of Dr. Colet. Nonnulli, 
dum videri volunt vebementer 
orthodox], dins execrationibus 
devovent quos Yocant kareH" 
cof, ipsi fortassis digniores hoc 
▼ocabulo. Qui vult orthodoxus 
▼ideri, mansuetis rationibus ad- 
nitatur, ut qui errat, resipiscat, 
&C. [Adagia Eras.] 

^ In Anglia ofierunt osculan- 
dum calceum divi ThomflCy 
quondam episoopi Cantuarien- 
ns, qui forte calceus est aUcu- 
jus balatnmis ; et ut sit, quid 



ineptius quam adorare calceum 
hominis ? Vidi ipse, quum os- 
tentarent linteola lacera, qui- 
bus ilie dicitur abstersisse muc- 
cum narium, abbatem, ac csete- 
ros, qui adstabant aperto scri- 
niolo venerabundos, procidere 
ad genua, ac manibus etiam 
sublatis adorationem gestu re- 
prsesentare. Ista Joanni Coleto 
(nam is mecum aderat) vide- 
bantur indisna; roihi ferenda 
videbantur, donee sedaret oppor- 
tunitas ea citra tumultum corri- 
gendi. [Brasmi Modus Orandi. 
Op. torn. V. p. 933.] 
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Mras more need of peace and quiet, lest the remedy 
should be worse than the disease ^ And accordingly 
the tumults and distractions in Germany, especially 
at Munster, upon the opening of the reformation, 
did more chedi and retard the. progress of it, than 
all the powers of earth and hell could otherwise 
have done. 

. But notwithstanding the infelicity of those times, 
dean Colet was justly valued by all good and wise 
men for his learning and iqtegrity ; and, even in 
spite of his enemies, in favour with the king and 
parliament; so that it seems to have been for his 
sake, that by an act made in the third year of Henry 
VIII. 1511, or 1512, (to be seen in the Appendix,) 
the dean of Paul's, for the time being, was made 
one of the examinants and appr&vers of all per.* 
sons within the city of London to be adodtted to 
practise as physicians or surgeons, and to give letters 
testimonial under his seal of such trial and appro* 
bation. 

Nor was he out of confidence in the court of 
Rome, from whence some commissions were di- 
rected to him. There is now in the right reverend 
lord bishop of Peterborough's hands (besides many 
other valuable originals made use of in this work) 
a printed copy of " Letters of Indulgence to the 
" Gild or Fraternity of St. George in Soworke, for 
** one hundred days of pardon to all that gyve ony 
•* thyng or help with ony parte of their goodes to 

^ — Mulu ridicula» turn fi- rat ; quoniam perspicit aioe tu- 

unty turn etiam dicuDtur ; et tar mului corrigi non po6se» levius- 

men quanquam docta pietaa cu- que ducit tolerare malum, 

peret hec esse sublata e mori- quam adbibere remedium. [lb.] 
bus Christianoram, tamen tole- 
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" the reparation or maintenTiig the servyce of Al- 
** mighty God in the same place, granted by the car- 
<< dinalfl of Rome, and duly examyned by the right 
" worshypful mayster doctour Collet, dean of PouUes. 
** Emprynted the yere 1513, the 1st day of Decern- 
^ hre/' 

He was afterwards made chaplain, and (which was 
more) preacher in ordinary to the king'; and (if 
Erasmus is not mistaken) he was, before his deaths 
admitted to be one of the privy council ^ And 
though he was» in his own mind^ above the accept- 
ance of a bishopric, yet he was possibly concerned 
in recommending a very worthy member of his own 
church, master Edward Vaughan, doctor of laws, pre* 
bwdary of Brounsbury, and canon residentiary and 
treasurer in the cathedral church of- Paul's, who was 
consecrated bishop of St David's, by Richard^ bishop 
of London^ apd others, at Lambeth, on the 2Sd ci 
July 1509. 

This Dr. Vaughan had been a great benefactor to 
St Paul's, in rebuilding his residentiary house, and 
in distributLDg com in the late time of scarcity to 
the poor in London ; and he carried down the same 
public spirit into Wales, where he was a very noble 
builder and repairer of the houses and chapels be- 
longing to that see °, 

'Thomas Moras ^t a coDsi- ^Thomus Morus est regi a 

liis; Fkoeus buic pene Germa- consiliis, atque item Coletus; 

nus, ab epistolisi Gulielmus Thomas Linacras a cura vaietu« 

MoDtioiusragiiMD&mulitiopnB- dinis: ipse rex foelicissime phi* 

fectus est ; Joannes Coletus est losophatur: regina litems amatt 

a sacria concionibus, Joannes quas ab infiemtia fioBliciter didi- 

Stokesl^iisasacris — ^Bas. 7.cal« cit. Quis non cupiat in tali 

Aug. 1518. [EiBsmi Epist. lib. aula vitam agere? — Lovanii, 

11. epist. 24. Lond. edit. CoL 1519* [Eras. £p.] 

131.] "MagisterEdwardusVaghant 
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As to the dean, though he wbs never inclined to 
much company, yet he did now more than ever 
value his book, his friend, and his prayers, and af- 
fect privacy and retreat for the quieter enjoyment 
of them. 

The death of some of his friends, whom he highly 
esteemed, happening about this time, did also very 
much tend towards the weaning him fit>m this world: 
for the sweating sickness raging much in London, 
Erasmus (then at Louvain) and Colet (at home) had 
almost every day some afflicting news of their friends 
death. But there was none they lamented more 
than Andreas Ammonius^ a learned Italian, of 
Lucca in Italy, apostolical prothonotary, the pope's 
collector Mrithin the kingdom of England, Latin se- 
cretary to the king, in late attendance upon him in 
his wars in France, prebendary of St. Stephen's 
chapel in Westminster ; who perceiving the danger 
he was in, made his last will and testament on the 
17th of August, 1517> and died very soon after. In 
his last will he recited his titles and offices, and or- 
dered his body to be buried in the chapel of St 
Stephen in Westminster, or where it pleased his fel- 
low canons there. He left one hundred nobles to 



canoDicus et thesaurarius S. 
Pkuli London, electus Mene- 
vensis, consecratus die xxii. 

Jul. 1509. fledificavit ledes 

apud S. Paulum Londini, ubi 
doctor Smythus nuper habita- 
bat; tempore fieunbdistribuebat 
quinffentas marcas pauperibtis 
vicinis 8uis. Hie sedificavit in 
ecclesia Menevensi capellam S. 
Trinitatis. Hie etiam sedificavit 
capeliam S. JustinianL Hie 
SBoificaTit magnum horreum 



apud Lantsey. Hie repararit 
castellum de Llanhavaden; et 
novam capellam ibi ledificavit 
[Historiola Lond. MS.] 

^ — Periit et apud Gallos 
Faustus ; et apud Britannos An- 
dreas AmmoniuB : quorum alter 
diu regnant Lutetiie ; alter ad 
summam dignitatem emenunu 
erat, si vita diutumior oontigis- 
8et.-*Ba8ilea^ tii. cal. August 

MDXVIII. 
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Peter de Vannes, his kinsman, (who afterwards suc- 
ceeded him in the office of Latin secretary to the 
king,) and the residue of his estate to his mother 
Eliz. de Harena, a matron or widow of Lucca in 
Italy''. Sir Thomas Moore, then in London, writes 
an account of his death to Erasmus, expressing the 
great danger they were in, when so many died of 
the sickness every day ; when they had lost so many 
of their friends in Cambridge, Oxford, and London, 
and particularly their dear Andr. Ammonius; in 
whom good letters and all good men had an inesti- 
mable loss. '* He thought himself," says sir Thomas, 
** by his temperate way of living, to be well fortified 
^against the contagion; and the rather, because 
^ none of his family hiad yet bad it, and it seldom 
^ came but it took the whole house together. Thus 
*^ he flattered himself in my hearing but a few hours 
** before he died : for of the present sweating sick- 
^ ness none die but on the first day '." 



^Testamentum magistri Andr. 
Ammonii clericL 

Id Dei nomine AineD. A* D. 
15 1 7. die 1 7. Aug. Ego Andr. 
Anuoonius clericus, Lucensia* 
prothonotariu^ apo^tojiciw, tan- 
cdssimi domini nostri papes in 
r^gnis Anglis collector, et ae- 
renissimi regis Henrici biyivi 
oominia octavi a Latinis Becre* 
tarius, licet »ger corpore, ment^ 
tamen sanusy condo testamen' 
turn — Yolo quod corpus meum 
sepeliatur in eoclesia D. Ste- 
phani prope Westmon. vel ubi 
oonfratribus meis con-canonicis 
melius Tiaum fiierit Lego Pet. 
de Vannea, cognato et conso- 
brino meo, nobilea argenteoa 



centum — ^Residuum matri mea 
Elisab. de Harena, matronsB 
Lucensi — Executores, Pet. de 
Vannes primum et principalem, 
cogn^tum et consobrinum me- 
um ; deinde fienedictum Maro- 
nellum, et Joannem Cappucum, 
mercatores Lucenses — Probat. 
apud Lamebith, ult. die Apr. 
1518. [Ex Offic. Cur. Prerog.] 
^ Tho. Moms Erasmo Rot. 
S. P. D. — Si unquam alias, 
nunc maxime in moerore et 
periculo versamur; multis un« 
dique morientibus, omnibus 
fere qui Oxonie^ qui Cantabri- 
gia, qui Londini sunt, intra 
paucos dies decumbentibus : 
amissis plurimia optimis atque 
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Erasmus also, in several epistles, complains how 
many old friends he had lost in England; especially 
in one to Ga^ere, where he first mentions, as the 
chief and principal of them, this Andr. Ammonius. 
*' Good Grod," says he, ** what a dexterous wit, and 
^ what a faithfiil memory was in that man ! Then as 
"^ to his mind and disposition ; how noble and gene- 
^ reus, how far from envy ! How great was he in his 
** own endowments ! As also he was great in the 
^ opinion of princes ^ and designed for the greatest 
** preferments, but suddenly snatched away at the 
" age of forty years *." 



lumestissimis amicts; atque in 
his (quod tibi quoque dolori esse 
doleo) Andrea nostro Animonio» 
in quo et liters et omnes boni 
maffnum fecere jacturam. Is 
valde sibi videbatur adversus 
Gontagiooem victus nioderatione 
munitua; qua factum putavit» 
ut quum in nullum pene incide- 
raty cujuB non tota familia labo- 
raverat, neminem adhuc e suis id 
malum attigerit ; id quod et mi- 
bi et multis pneterea jactavit, 
Don admodum multis horis, 
antequam extinctus est: nam 
hoc sudore nemo nisi primo 
die perit. — ^Londini, xix. die 
Augusti. 

it is a mistake in Mr. Wood, 
to say he died in September. 
Athens Oxon. vol.i. col. 14. 

y Rex omnibus, &c. Sciatis 
quod nos considerantes fidele 
servitium quod Andreas Ammo- 
nius, alias dictus Andreas de 
Harena, clericus, noster in lin- 
gua Latina secretarius, in par- 
tibus Italiae oriundus, antehac 
nobis impendit, indiesque ma- 
gts ac magis impendere non de- 
stitit, atque idcifoo cupientes 



condignam sibi pro suia mentis 
aliqua in parte referre meioe- 
dem, durante vita sua, sit indi- 
gena et ligeus noster. T. R. 
apud Croydon, xii. Apr. reg. 5to. 
[^ymer Acta publ. torn. xiiL 
pag. 400.] 

* Erasmus Rot. Jodoco Ga- 
vero, vuro prseter juris profies- 
sionem undiquaque docdssimo. 
'-^ Procul abest ab Italia Bri- 
tannia, sed eruditorum homi- 
num sstimatione proxima est 
Quam multos hie ex vetere so- 
dalitio desidero. Primuro An- 
dream Ammonium Lucensem. 
Deum immortalem! Quanta 
ingenii dexteritate, quam fideli 
memoria pneditum ! Turn ani- 
mus, quam erat exoebus, quam 
alienus a lirore, quam alienus a 
sordibus! Hunc et suis doti- 
bus, et omni principum applau- 
su florentem, maximis rebus 
destinatum, subita mors inter- 
cepit, natu minorem annis qua- 
draginta : ci:yus equidem deoes- 
sum non possum non dolere, 
quoties in mentem venit quam 
mihi ftierit jucunda gus iamili- 
aritas. — Basil, i. Mart. 1534. 
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He was prebendary of Fordington and Writhling- 
ton in the church of Salisbury, on the death of Gun- 
disalvus Ferdinandus, 1513, as Mr. Wood observes. 
And in his prebend of St. Stephen's, Westminster, 
he was succeeded by another very learned man. Dr. 
The. Linacer, the king's physician. 

Within the same year, and possiUy of the same dis- 
ease, died another of the dean's friends and brethren, 
Dr. William Lychfield, chancellor of the church of 
Paul's ; who succeeded Gundisalvo Ferdinand in that 
dignity, 20 Dec. 1504, had been admitted rector of 
Allhallows in the Wall, London, March 1, 1474, and 
was collated to the prebend of Chamberlainwood in 
the church of Paul's, Dec. 7, 1485. His will Was 
proved 1517 *. 

In the same year 1517, in April, died also Dr. John 
Yonge, a very particular patron of Erasmus, as well 
as an intimate friend of Colet. He was master o£ 
the roUs, and dean of York. He had been admitted 
rector of St. Stephen's Walbrook, in London, March 
17, 1502^, and before been rector of St. Martin's in 



* Testamentum magistri Will. 
Lychefeld« clerici, die. 2 Nov. 
1507. 9 Hen. VIIL Ego Wil- 
lelmus Lycbefeld, clericus, com- 
pos mentis, sed eger in corpore, 
oondo testamentum ■ Cor- 

pus sepeliend* in cancello ec- 
desm paroch* de Willesden, co« 
nun imi^ne beatissimeVirginis 

MariA Item, volo quod in 

obitu meo celebrentur exequiae 
in eodesia D. Pauli London, 
cum missa de requiem in cras- 
tino» et decanus pnesens babe- 
bit 20$, quilibet canonicus pree- 

sens 6s. 8d. Lego Thom« 

Lycbefelde, fratri meo apud Car- 
diS, 4o{. Item, lego magis- 



tro Ricbardo Foxforde, scbolari 
meo Oxon. 132. 6s. 8d. — Item, 
domino Andres Stoketon, scIuk 
lari meo Oxon. i^L 6s, Sd, 
Frobat. apud Lamehitb, penult. 
Jan. 1 5 1 7. (TEx offic. Cur, Pre- 
rog. MS.] 

^ Anno 1502. die 17 Mart. 
M. Job. Yonge, LL. D. ad ec- 
cles. S. Stepbani super Wal- 
broke civitat. Lond. vac. per 
mortem M.Will. Sutton, S.T. D. 
ult. rectoris, ad pras. bonesti 
viriTbo. Mansfelde pro bac vice. 
[R^. Warbam, Lond. MS.] 

Jobannes Yonge, LL. D. ma- 
gister rotulorum, admissus ad 
decanatum S. Pet. Ebor. per 
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Oxford, (17 March, 1500,) afterwards collated by 
archbishop Warham to the church of St. Mary-le^ 
Bow, March 19» 1504 ; to the prebend of Holboum in 
the church of St. Paul, by bishop Fitz-James, Novem- 
ber 28, 1511; and, upon its resignation, to the better 
prebend of Newington, 11 Feb. 1511. He resigned 
the church of St. Mary-le-Bow, March 19» 1514, and 
was, in March 80 that year, admitted to the church of 
St. Magnus,at the foot of the bridge in London ; which 
he likewise soon after resigned, says Mr. Newcourt, 
mistaking him for John Yonge, bishop of Callipoli ; 
and so other writers frequently confound them. An. 
1513, 13 JuL he was presented by cardinal Wolsey 
to the rectory of Therfeld, in the archdeaconry of 
Huntingdon S void by the death of Gund. Ferdinand ; 
was afterwards succeeded in it by Dr. Henry Raw- 
lins ^. After he had been employed in several foreign 
embassies and negotiations, to Philip archduke of 
Austria, in 1504, to the same Philip, king of Castile, 
in 1506, as also to Maximilian the emperor, in 1512, 
to Francis the French king, in 1515, &c. For these 
good services he was made master of the roUs by let- 
ters patents, 22 Jan. 23 Hen. VII. 1507-8, and being 
prebendary of Applethorp in the church of York, he 
was admitted dean in his absence, by the delivery of 
a book. May 17) 1514. He made his last will and 
testament 25 April, 1516, willing his body to be bu- 
ried in the chapel of the Rolls. He bequeathed to 

traditioDem libri, die 17 Mali, salv. Ferdinandi, 13 Jul. 1513. 

15 14. [Reg. Ebor. MS. penes [Reg. Smyth, Line. MS.] 
dec. et capit.] ^ Mag. Joan. Rawlyns. S.T. P. 

^ M. Job. Yonge, LL. D. pnesentatus per Thomam card. 

praesentatusperabb.etconv.de Ebor. virtute ooncessionis sibi 

Ramsey, ad ecclesiam de Ther- factae per abb. et conv. Ramsey, 

felde, vac. per mortem Gundi- ad ecclesiam de Therfeld, vac. 
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archbishop Warham a golden saltcellar, remitting a 
debt to him, and appointing him overseer of his last 
will. To cardinal Wolsey he bequeathed a cup ; to 
New college, Oxon. six gUt goblets, and the like to 
the college at Winchester, (which makes it probable 
that he was of Winchester school, and of New college 
aforesaid, as well as his namesake the titular bishop 
of Callipoli.) Towards making a new conduit in the 
town of Rye he left one hundred pounds, (which 
seems to intimate he was bom there.) He ordered 
the plate that master William Grocyne had pawned 
to him, to be freely restored without principal or 
use of money. And he made his executors Mr. 
John Taylor, Dr. Mayster, Dr. Will. Throgmorton^ 
Mr. William Shragar, and Mr. William Skinner^. 

On the b^inning of the year 1519) died another 
very intimate friend of both Erasmus and Colet, John 
Sixtine, a person of great sincerity as well as other 



per mortem magistri Johannis 
Yooge, 2 8 April, 1526. [R^. 
Atwater, Xinc. MS.] 

^ In Dei nomiDe Amen. John 
Yonge, master of the rollys, and 
dean of the cathedral church 
of Yorl^ ^8 Apr. 1516. 8 Hen. 
VIII. My body to be bu- 
ried in the chappie of theRollea* 
there as the organs now dothe 
stande. Item, I wille that a 
tombe be made over the place 
of mj sepulture. Item, I gyve 
and bequethe to my lorde of 
Canterbury a salte of golde, and 
my two gay saltes dene anelyd. 
Item, I remytte derly to my said 
lorde of Canterbury two biUes 
of debte, besechynge his lord^ 
shyp to be good lord unto my 
frendes, and namely to my poor 



servaunts to my lorde car 

dynal a standinge cuppe 

Unto the new collie of Ox 
ford, vi guilt gobblettes 



to the new college of Wynches* 
ter vi guilt gobbletts, to the 
makyng of the conduyte in Rye 

c ^6. I wyl that master 

Grocen shall have his plate de- 
lyvered unto hym whiche I have 
now in pledge, without any ma- 

ner of redemption I or- 

deyne and make executors M. 
JohnTaylour, Doctour Mayster* 
mayster Will. Throckmorton 
doctour, M. William Shragar, 
andM.'WilliamSkynner. Item, 
I beseche my lorde of Canter- 
bury to be overseer. Frobat. 17 
Mali, 1 5 16. [Exoffic.Cur.Pre- 
rog. Cant] 



Digitized by 



Google 



192 THE LIFE OF 

good qualities, a Phrysian bj birth, bred in the uni- 
versity of Senes in Tuscany; where he took the de- 
gree of Dr. of both kws, civil and canon ; and he 
was incorporated in Oxford, 29 Nov. 1510, having 
been more than a year in that university ; (as Mr. 
Wood says too sparingly;) for he was in Oxford 
when Colet and Erasmus met there in 14979 as ap- 
pears by an epistle of Erasmus. He was rector «f 
Ecclescliffe in the diocese of Durhaih, (wherrin he 
succeeded Dr. West, bishop of Ely,) and of Hakkamb 
in the diocese of Exeter. Mr. Wood says, he was like- 
wise dignified in the church of England, and was 
reckoned one of the foreigners who were excused from 
paying a subsidy to the king anno 1513, (namely, 
Peter Carmelian, Polydore Virgil, Erasmus Roterod. 
Andrew Ammonius, &c.) He made his last will on 
the 24th of March, at the end of the year 1518, which 
was proved 17 May, 1519» wherein he willed his 
body to be buried in that part of Paul's which was 
called Pardon-church-yard, his grave to be covered 
with a marble stone, and a plate of brass on it with 
this inscription. Orate pro anima Johannis Sixtiniy 
&c. As to his estate in Frisia, he gave one moiety 
to the poor of Bolsward in that country, and the 
other half to the monastery of Owgocloyster, where 
his sister was a professed nun, on condition that his 
brother Albert should enjoy one half part of the profits 
during his life. He gave ten pounds to the repa- 
ration of the church of Eglescliffe in the diocese of 
Durham, though he had not one penny for dilapi- 
dations from his predecessor Dr. West, bishop of Ely; 
and twenty pounds to be distributed among the poor 
inhabitants of the said parish, for buying of tools and 
instruments necessary for their country labours, at 
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the discretion of his executors. And he left to the 
honour of God and St. Blase, toward the reparation 
of the church of Hakkamb in the diocese of Exeter, 
thou^ he had there likewise not a penny for di- 
lapidations, the sum of fifteen pounds. He be- 
queathed forty pounds to be distributed for exhi- 
bitions to poor scholars in the universities of Cam- 
bridge and Oxford; and lastly, twenty marks to 
master Cutbert Tunstal, master of the rolls, whom 
be appoints executor, together with his brother 
Alberts 
Erasmus, who condoled his death next to that of 



^ Testamentum mafi^stri Jo- 
baoDis Sixtini, clerici. Anno 
MDXTiii. die 24 Martii, in qua- 
darn alta camera infra domam 
solits babitationis venerabilis 
et ^gregii viri Johannis Sixtini, 
Qtriusque juris doctoris^ infra 
parochiain sancti Gregoriijuxta 

eodeaiam D. P^li Lond. 

voluDtatem coudidit in bunc 
modum. Ego Jobannes Sixti- 
nitt, licet seger corpore, sane 
tamen memoris, condo testa- 

meotum Corpus sepelien- 

dum in claitstro vulgariter vo- 
cato Pardon-churck-yard, cum 
Upide manncreo, et par?a desu- 
per imagine de sere, cum scrip- 
tuia. Orate pro amma Johannis 
Sixtim^ &c. Item do et lego 
unherBa bona roea immobifia 
ubicunque in Frisia sita« dimi- 
dium Cbrisd pauperibus Bols- 
waniiae, altenim dimidium mo- 
naaterio de Owgocloystre jiixta 
Bcriswardiam, in qua soror roea 
unica est professa : volens ta- 
men ut dimidium usus fructus 
univerM>rum bonorum immo- 
bilium antedictorum babeat fra- 
termeus, Albertus Sixtinus, du- 



rante vita sua — ^ — Item lego 
reparationi ecclesiae de Eeles- 
kliff Dunelm. dioc. licet nullum 
habui denarium pro dilapidati- 
one a domino episcopo Eliensi* 
qui tenetur secundum ratam 
temporis sui pro dilapidadone 
ejusdem, decern librassterlingo- 
rum. Item do et lego viginti ii- 
bras distribuend. pauperibus pa- 
rocbianis ejusdem parochiae pro 
emendis instrumentis rusticis 
sibi necessariis secundum arbi- 
trium executorum roeorum — 
Item lego ad bonorem Dei et 
sancti Blazii, pro reparatione 
ecclesis de Hakkamb, Exon. 
dioc. licet nullum habuerim de- 
narium pro dilapidatione ejus- 
dem» quindecim libras. Item 
lego quadraginta libras, scil. 
distribuend. pro exbibitione 
pauperum scolarium in univers. 
Oxon. et Cantabr. Item lego 
M. Cutb. Tunstallo, magistro 
rotulorum, quem nomino, facio 
et ordino executorem una cum 
fratre Alberto^ 20 marcas, pro 
labore suo. Frobat. 7 Maii, 
1 5 1 9. [Ex Offic. Prerog.] 
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Ammonius, observes, that he was of so strong a con- 
stitution of body, that without a violent shock of 
sickness, he might have lived to the age of Nestor; 
that he had a masterly wit, a quick apprehension, 
and tenacious memory : and that, besides the know- 
ledge of both laws in his profession, he was happily 
conversant in every other part of learning «^. 

Another common friend of learning and good men 
was Hugh Oldham, bishop of Exeter, who died 25 
Jun. 15199 after he had passed through several other 
preferments. To the church of Swynested he was 
presented by Margaret countess of Richmond \ the 
king's mother, to whom he was chaplain; which 
church he resigned before the end of the year 1488. 
He was afterwards presented to Wardeboys ', in the 
county of Huntingdon, by the abbot and convent of 
Ramsey. He had also the rectory of St. Mildred, 
Milk-street, and still more preferments \ before he 



8 — Erat hujus sodalitatis et 
Johannes Sixtinus Pbrysius, qui 
non multo post obiit, sed illo 
[Andr. Ammonio] mtyor; cs- 
terum corpore quod, nisi si qua 
morbi vis incidisset, in Nestoris 
fletatem durare potuisset. Inge- 
nium erat ad omnia yersatile; 
memoria prompta, tenaxque. 
Pneter juris utriusque scienti- 
am, quam habebat loco viatici, 
in nidla disciplina non feliciter 
versatus. [Eras. Jod. Gavero 
Bas. cal. Mart, mdxxiv.] 

^ Margareta comitissa Rich- 
mond, pnesentat mag. Hug. 
Oldham, clericum, ad ecciesiam 
de Swynesheved dioc. Lincoln, 
vac. per mortem ult. rectoris, 
die 3 Febr. 1493. [Autogr.. in 
Reg. Buckden. MS.] 

< Magister Hugo Oldham, 



presbyter, pnesentatus per ab- 
bat. et conventuro de Ramsey 
ad ecclesiaui de Wardeboys, vac. 
per resig. mag. Thome Hutton, 
31 Martii, 1494. quam resignat 
die I Maii, 150 1. [Reg. Smyth. 
Lincoln.] 

^ Anno 1494. 22 Jul. magb' 
ter Hugo Oldham, canonicus li- 
bera capells r^ae S. Stephani 
in Westm. collatus ad ecciesiam 
de Cheshunt, vac. per consec. 
Willelmi in episc. Gov. et Lichf. 
[Reg.HiU.Lond. MS.] 

Anno 1496. II Mart. ma^. 
Hugo Oldham, utriusque juris 
baccalaureus, presbyter, pne- 
sentatus ad hospitale S. Leo- 
nardi in Bedford, vac. per resig. 
mag. Bemardi Andrese, 1 2 Jan. 
T499. [Reg. Smyth. MS.] 

Anno 1500. 17 Aug. mag. 
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arrived to the episcopal dignity. He lies buried 
within his owi^ chapel, in St. Peter, Exeter. It ap- 
pears by his wiU, that he was of a very charitable 
and good disposition. 

I could not omit saying thus much relating to the 
characters of these good men, in justice at least to 
the dean, whose judgmlent can never be enough com- 
mended for making such a choice of friends. 

As to himself; after the mortification he received 
by the death of these his friends, he seemed to be 
satiated and cloyed with the world. He would be- 
fore this ^ have cast himself into some monastery or 
cell for retirement and stricter life, if he could have 
found any wherein studies and devotions had been 
the sole enjoyment of those they called religums; 
and now he b^an to have a return of the same 
thoughts. But his opinion of the English convents 
was, that sloth, and luxury, and pride, had utterly 
corrupted the primitive state and good intention 



Hugo Oldham, utriusque juris 
baccalaureus, praes. per ab. et 
CODV. de Ramsey ad ecclesiam 
de Shitlingdon, vac. per mortem 
domini JohaDnis Raven« 

' Dr. Colet, in his letters to 
Erasmus, was often wishing 
himself out of the noise and 
hurry of the worid, in some 
hiding place, to enjoy his con- 
acieDce, and discharge his duties 
to God: and to such expres- 
aioDfl of his being weary of a tu- 
multuous life, Erasmus gravely 
and wisely answered as tollow- 
cUi: 

•— Injucundus mihi fuit epi- 
stolsB tufls finis; cum scribis, 
molestia neeotiorum te solito 
gravius vexan : equidem cupiam 



te, quantum potest, longissime 
a mundanis n^otiis semoveri. 
Non quod verear, ne mundus 
hie, ut est hamatus, te sibi ven- 
dicet, ac manus injiciat ; sed 
'quod malim istud ingenium, 
istam eloquentiam, istam eru- 
ditionem, in solidum impendt 
Christo. Quod si non potes ex- 
pHcare te, cavendum tamen ne 
indies altius iramergaris. Vinci 
fortasse pnestiterit, quam tanti 
eroere victoriam. Maximum 
enim bonum mentis tranquilli-> 
tas. Atque hee sunt spine, di- 
vitiarum comites. Interim ma- 
levolorum blateramentisoppone 
rectam et synceram conscienti- 
am; in unum ilium et sim- 
plioem Christum te coHige, 

O 2 



Digitized by 



Google 



196 



THE LIFE OF 



of most of them ""; he hoped they had not so much 
degenerated in the desert placen of Germany, or in 
some of the mountainous parts of Italy: and for 
that reason he had formerly desired Erasmus, at his 
leaving England, to inquire in those countries he 
passed through, whether there really was a religious 
house, of any order, wherein a man might enjoy a 
private life, and a truly pious, studious, and strict 
society": but meeting with no such information 
from abroad, and possibly being at that time more 
satisfied in the inexpediency of such a choice, by 
what Erasmus had writ formerly upon this subject 
from Bononia, in two declamations of the praise and 
dispraise of a monastic life ^ he had for a long time 
done thinking of any such engagement. Yet now, 
towards the dose of his life, he seemed in a good 
measure to have resumed the same thoughta again : 
for observing the strictest sect at home were the 
Carthusians, who had more of the austere gravity, 
silence, and solitude, than any other order, he was in- 
clined to be near them, though not among them. 

mibi delegaiat Itaiiam adtturo ; 
narrans sese apiid Italos compe- 
risse quosdam mooachos vere 
pnideotes ac pioa — Laudabat 
et Gennanos aliquot, apud quos 
residerent etiamnum priacae re- 
ligionis vestigia. [Eras. Epist 
Jod. JoD.] 

^ Bononiae flcripaeram decla- 
roatiunculam in genere suasorio, 
dehortans a vita monachoram; 
et ninus adKortans ad hoc nim 
genus ; meo judicio non indig- 
nam quae vulgaretur, sed peri- 
erint utrinque extreme pagine ; 
reliquum adhuc est in cards ne- 
is. [Cat. Lucubr. Op. torn, xi.] 



et minus turbabit multiplex 
mundus. Cantab, v. idus Jul. 

MDXI. 

"> Though religious houses in 
England were generally very 
corrupt, yet there were some 
few» where a strict discipline 
was kept, and the intention of 
the pious founders in a good 
measure answered ; as the learn- 
ed Dr. Tanner, by several in- 
stances, proves, in the preface 
to his Notitia Monastica, 

° — Ipsi in votis erat, se 
prorsus ab hoc mundo extri- 
care, sicubi reperisset sodaliti- 
um vere conjuratum in vitam 
evangelicam; atque id negotti 
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For this purpose (as we are informed by Erasmus) 
he built a convenient, and what they called a mag- 
nificent house within the precinct of the Charter- 
house, near Richmond palace : ** He said, he pre- 
*^ pared this seat for his old age ; that, when broken 
** with infirmities, and unable to discharge the duties 
** of his fimction, he might here retire from the 
** world, and with two or three choice friends (among 
** which he was wont to reckon me) study and prac- 
** tise the true Christian philosophy. Yet death pre- 
^ vented him. He was taken with the sweating 
** sickness, a disease peculiar to England : and re- 
'^ lapsing into it a third time, he very hardly escaped 
** with life ; and frx)m the relics of that distemper he 
** fell into a consumption, that soon carried him off. 
" One of the physicians judged it to be the dropsy 5 
^ but upon the opening of the body, no extraordi- 
** nary symptom appeared, only that the capillary 
^ vessels of his liver had some pustulary eruptions 
** upon them. He was buried on the south side of 
** the choir of his own church of Paul's, with a 
** humble monument that he had several years before 
** appointed and prepared, with only this inscription 
^ on it, Joannes Coletus p." 



p — Ut boc opus [scholam 
Ftoltnain] nemo dod probant, 
in miiltt demirabantiir, cur 
magnifioentiMimaa sedes eztru- 
oet intra pomoeria monasterii 
CartbusieDaiuiD, quod oon pro- 
col abest a r^a quae dicitur 
Ricbemonda. Aiebat, 8e parare 
sedem illam lus aenectuti^ cum 
Jam impar laboribus, aut morbo 
fractus, oogaretur se submova^ 
ab bominum consortio. lUic 
erat aoimus philosophari cum 
duobus aut tribus amiculis ex- 



imiis, (inter quos me solttus est 
numenure,) sed mors antevertit. 
Nam cum ante paucos annos 
correptus esset sudore pestiien* 
ti, (qui morbus peculiariter in- 
festat Britanniamy) et ab eodem 
tertio repetitus, utcunque tamen 
remit; sed ex morbi reliquiis 
contracta viscerum tabes» qua 
periit. Medicus unua bydro- 
pem esse judicavit Anatomia 
nihil iudicavit novi, nisi quod 
epar rei)ertum est extremas fi- 
bras cirrhis prominentibus hir- 

o3 
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This account we have £rom Erasmus ; though, as 
Mr. Wood says, Erasmus is not so particular as to 
the place where he died ; rather insinuating, tliat he 
died before he entered upon his retirement at Sheen, 
by sapng, " he was prevented by death ; and that it 
** was designed by him for a recess for his old age, 
** when broken with infirmities,'' &c. Erasmus agree- 
ing with others, who say, that he did not exceed 
fifty-three years when he died ^. 

Mr. Wood says, ** When he discovered the sweat- 
^ ing sickness to grow upon him, he retired to the 
** lodgings he had built in the monastery of the Car- 
** thusians at Sheen, near to Richmond in Suny: 
** where, having spent the little remainder of bis 
** days in devotion, he surrendered up his last breath 
** to Him that first gave it, on the 16th ' of Septem- 
** ber, 1519. His body was afterwards carried to 
** London, and, by the care of his old decrepit mo- 
'' ther, it was buried in the cathedral church of St 
•* Paul, nigh to the image of St. Wigefbrt'.'' 

Some time before this. Dr. Colet finding himself 
under a sensible decay, and as it were having re- 
ceived the sentence of death, he took care, in the 
first place, to settle the perpetuity of his school, and 
to direct the government of it by a book of statutes, 
drawn up and written with his own hand, and by 
him delivered to master Lilye, June 18, 1518 ^ 

sutuiB. Sepultus est ad austnde mo tertio — [Eras. Epist lib. 

chori latus, in suo templo, hu- 23. ep. 5.] 
mill sepulchro, quod in eum ' Fuller in the margin of his 

usum Jam ante annos aliquot book says^ tbe 4th of Septero- 

delegerat^ inscriptione addita; ber. North. 
Jo, Coletus. [Eras. Jod. Jonae. > Wood's Ath. Okon. 
Id. Jun. 1521.] t It is hard to say, whether he 

*» — Joannes Coletus, qui de- left better laws for the go?era- 

cessit anno ferme quinquagesi- ment of hb school, or lauds for 
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In the same year^ he laboured to leave his church 
of Paul's in a better condition than he found it, as to 
residence, discipline^ and distribution of the reve- 
nues ; and therefore drew up a scheme of the foun- 
dation, statutes, customs, and regulations, that had 
been made in the several visitations of it. And 
hoping for no redress from Dr. Fitz^ames, bishop of 
London, who had prosecuted him for an heretic, he 
laid the case before cardinal Wolsey, who was then 
exercising his l^atine power, superior to all ordinary 
judges : the title prefixed to his matters of complaint 
being thus worded; Exhibita a Johanne CoUett 
DecanOf Reverendissimo Patri et Domino Cardu 
noli Ehor. ac apostolico LegtUo a Latere ^ pro re- 
firmoHone status residentiariorum in Ecdesia S. 
PauUf primo Septembris, an. Dom. 1518. He began 
with these heads ; JJe Decano et efus autoritate ", 
€x antiquo registro cartaceo Ecclesia ; De Resi- 
deniia Decani^; De locum tenente Decani y: and 
he went through the several duties of the residenti^ 
aries, canons, ministers, members, and other officers. 
Accordingly reformations and provisions were made 
under those respective heads, and so passed into le- 



tlie maiDtenance thereof. [Dr. 
Th. Fuller*8 Ch. Hist. p. 167.] 

^ Secundum antiqua ecclesise 
Btatuta, S. PauU decanus omni- 
Inis canonicis, presbyteris, vt- 
ctriis, ministris preeeat autbori- 
tate et poteatate, ordiDaria et 
immediata. la r^meD babet 
aDimarum. Huic eat jurisdictio 
et correctio detinquentiiim quo- 
nuncunque in eocleaia, et ob- 
atuuUorum ac rebellium Juata 
cas^tio, &c. 

* Decanua in primia resideat, 



secundum ordinadonem domini 
Warbam, epiaoopi, qui in plena 
visitadone sua ordinavit, ut de- 
canus sacerdos sit oinnino» et 
resideat; aiioquin pro nullo 
decano babeatur, &c. 

y Decano vero absente, con- 
sdtuat locum ejus tenentem u- 
num ex residentiariis, quem Ju- 
dicaverit ipse magis idoneum; 
qui exeroebit decani poteatatem, 
quatenus ei commiasa fuerit a 
deoanoy et non amplius, &c. 
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gatme constitutions; wherein the cardinal paid a 
particular deference and respect to the dean : for in 
the chapter regulating the residence and double por- 
tion of the dean, it is expressly ordained, that this 
ordination concerning the dean shall not take effect 
till after the present dean, who shall fiillj enjoy all 
that he now possesseth (granted to him for his me- 
rits) peaceably* without any disturbance'. They 
conclude with inhibiting and condemning all man- 
ner of dispensations, as the wounds and stabs of all 
laws and statutes, without consent of the pope, (by 
whose authority the cardinal now acted as legate 
de latere^) and of the king, as royal founder, and of 
the bishop of London. After which follow other sta- 
tutes, relating to residence, that seem to be made 
as a decree in chancery, by consent of the dean and 
chapter*, to contract the number of residentiaries to 
four, besides the dean, because the church had too 
many other ordinary burdens on it, and was in debt, 
and had no present stock or treasure, &c. ^ 

We should be able to give a better account of his 
wise and faithful administration of the affairs, re- 
venues, and discipline of his church, if we could 



' Portio decani dupia — Habc 
ordinatio de decano capiat eflec- 
tum post decanum modemum : 
modernus vero decaniu gaudeat 
his quae modo possidety sibi pro 
8uis meritia concessa, pacifice 
sine omni disturbatione. 

* Statuta qiuedam decani et 
capituli Londoniensb, fiicta per 
dom. cardinalem Ebor. ex con- 
sensu decani et capitidi, per de- 
cretum, sine arbitramento. 

^ Thomas miseratione divina 
Ebor. archiepiscopuSy Angliae 



primas, ipsius re^i Anglie can- 
cellarius, universis, &c. salutem, 
&c. Cum udque eoclesia cathe- 
dralis Di?i Pauli Londoniensb 
oneribus ordinariis, sere quoque 
alieno multo aggravari tnventa 
est, nuUos etiam ex se habens in 
srario publico proTisione the- 
sauros, nee dotes, facultates, 
aut patrimonia, sufficient, ad nu- 
merosam residentiariorum mnl- 
titudinem ultra sustentandam, 
&c. [Mon. Angl. torn. iii. p. 
3S4] 
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come at those collections which hfi left for the use 
and service of the successive deans and chapters ; and 
which were among the books appertaining to the 
cathedral church of St. Paul in London, delivered by 
Henry Cole, sometime dean of the said church, to 
Dr. May, succeeding dean, the 20th day of Septem- 
ber, anno 1559. 

Inprimis^ A book of the Statutes and Ordinances 
of the New Grammar School of Paul's. 

A book entitled, Statutes used in Dean CoUets 
Days, 

A book entitled, Uber Fisitationis Johannis 
Collet^ Decani Ecclesue S. Pauli Lofidinensis, 
sub anno 1506. 

A book written in parchment of certain statutes 
collected by dean Collett ; being bound in boards, and 
covered with black leather ^. 

When the good man had thus fuUy perfected and 
established every thing that might conduce to render 
his good works beneficial and lasting, and had pro- 
vided for the good estate of both his church and 
school, in the afore recited manner ; he had nothing 
more to do, in reference to this world, and in way of 
preparation for a better, but to make his last will 
and testament, and to set his household affairs in 
order, that he might have nothing iurther to disturb 
him the little time he had to live. This he did de- 
liberately oh the 2Sd day of August, 1518, and with- 
out any of those superstitious conceits which were 
then become a part of the common course and form 
of wills and codicils ; expressing himself only like 
a Christian, and as a Protestant might now do. 

^ Mon. Angl. torn. iii. p. 369. ex vet. membr. penes decaD. et 
cap. eocle8.cttlhedr. 8. FaidL 
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For, whereas the usual way and manner of com- 
mending a soul, was not only to Gody but to the 
virgin Mary^ (though it must be owned, that in a 
former Latin will, made several years before, re- 
lating only to his settlement on Paul's school, 
there is mention made of her,) and to other par- 
ticular patrons in heaven, and at last in general 
to the whole company of saints ; he thought it suf- 
ficient to trust his soul with its Creator and Re- 
deemer only, and to bequeath it to God, and our 
Lord Christ Jesus : whereas the custom of others 
was to prescribe a ceremonious funeral, with proces- 
sions, crosses, torches, and a deal of Popish pa- 
geantry ; he only ordered his body to be buried in 
the place he had before appointed, at the discretion 
of his executors: whereas others were taught to 
erect chantries, or praying offices, to fetch their 
souls out of purgatory, or at least to leave sums of 
money for diriges, monthVminds, and anniversary 
obits, besides the soul-sceal, and oblations to a great 
many altars; he passed over all that unchristian 
vanity, and left no manner of legacies but to truly 
Christian and charitable uses, to reward his Mends, 
to relieve poor scholars, and to help to support his 
old servants. He began naturally with his nearest 
relations : first, those on his mother's side, the fiunily 
of the Knevets, from whom he had his first living ; 
then proceeded to his nearest kinsmen of the Colets ; 
and so on to his most intimate acquaintance, Mr. 
Doctor Aleyn, (the same who was afterwards arch- 
bishop of Dublin,) Mr. Doctor Morgan, (probably a 
dignitary in his own church,) Mr. John Banbrughe, 
maister Dancaster, Robert Hopwood, priest; and to 
Thomas Lupset, whom he had bred a3 amanuensis 
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in his fiunily, and had supported with an exhibition 
at Cambridge ; and to Mr. William Garrard, one of 
his executors. He left all his printed books to be di- 
vided amongst poor students ; a distribution of fifty 
pounds amongst his household servants ; and several 
vestments to several parish churches ; without men- 
tion of one prayer for his departed soul: and he 
charged the fulfilling of his will on the conscience of 
his executors; who were the lady Christian Colet, 
(his aged mother,) master William Garrard, and 
master Nicholas Curleus. 

None can wonder that the dean, though he had so 
great a patrimony, and such good preferment, dis- 
posed of little by his will ; if they consider that his 
public works, as well as private charities, had ahnost 
exhausted both his real and personal estate. He told 
Erasmus, in an epistle not long before his death, that 
both did not afford sufficient for his expenses ^. 

It doth not appear that Erasmus had any place in 
his will : but it is certain, he received a yearly pen- 
sion of the dean, while living ; which his successor. 
Dr. Pace, promised to continue, and was put in mind 
of ^. It is certain also, that dean Colet was never 
wanting to do good offices for Erasmus, as well ab- 
sent as present. Particularly he recommended him 
to a rising favourite, sir Henry Guildford, master of 
the horse to king Henry VIII. as Erasmus decently 

^ — Si de fortuna; ut nop desiderem. [Eras. Rot £p. Pa- 

est niilia mea, ita non est am- cseo.] 

pla, et meis sumptibus vix suf*- — Sum Pacaeum expertus ta- 

ficieos ■ lem aniicuni, ut nemo fratri fra* 

e — Memento, mi PacsBe, in ter posset esse amicior. Est 

cuJvB locum suGcesseris ; et quid cum summatibus omnibus, tum 

nobis promiseris, expectarim, ut opUmo regi, longe charissimus : 

effidas, ne Coletum magnopere successit nuper in dignitatem 
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intimated in a letter to that honourable person ^ 
And he was perhaps instrumental in keeping up the 
correspondence between the king and Erasmus^, and 
prevailed with his msgesty to send lum a good pre- 
sent, and an earnest invitation to come once more 
into England ; for which Erasmus thanked the king 
in his elegant way. 

Erasmus at Lovain, in October 15199 hearing of 
the death of Dr. Colet, lamented it in every letter he 
wrote for several days : particularly to Budaeus at 
Paris ^9 but especially to his English friends ; to Dr. 
Cuth. Tonstal '\ to bishop Fisher, and the lord Mont- 
joy. And he declared to Dr. Pace, his successor, 
*< he was but half alive, now he had lost his better 
<< part," &c .^ But he thought the best tribute of 
sorrow and respect would be to preserve the me^ 
mory of his dear friend, by giving some account of 



Joannis Coleti, decani apud Di- 
vuin Paulum ; provehendus 
haiid dubie ad suromas digni- 
tates. [£ra8.£p. lib. xii. Load, 
edit col. 614.] 

f Vir clarissime, iDultorum 
sermone cc^osoo, quam amioo 
sis in nos animo; give scintil- 
las istius benevolentiae ex meis 
lucubradonibus coocepisti, sive 
ex D. Joannis Coleti, csetero- 
rumque amiconim hausisti ser- 
nx)ne. Tu me diligis. Quod 
vere talem esse credas, qualem 
illi praedicarunt, &c. [Eras. £p. 
editBas. 1521. p. 302.] 

8 Erasmus Henrico regi, &c. 
— Nos cogimur edendis volu- 
minibus Novi Testamenti qua- 
tuor menses impendere : eo ne- 
gocio confecto, totos nos tuse 
majestatis dedicabimus obee* 



quiis. Lovanii, viL cal. Mail, 

MDXVIII. 

^ Erasmus Budteo suo — Jo- 
hannes Coletus, nr optimus. mi- 
hique certissimus amicus, Lon- 
dini periit hydrope. — Lovanii, 
idus Octob. MDxix. [Eras. Ep. 
edit. Bas. 1540. p. 429.] 

* Erasmus RoterodamusCuth- 
berto Tonstailo, S. D. — Coleti 
mortem inconsolabiliter deplo- 
rarem, nisi scirem nee illi, nee 
mibi, profuturas lacrymas. — 
Lov. postrid. id. Oct. 15 19. [lb. 
P-430.] 

^ Erasmus Rot. Rich. Pacaeo^ 
dec. apud Divum Paulum Lon- 
dini^ S. D. — Videor mihi dimi- 
diatus vivere, Coleto mortuo; 
quem virum Britannia, quem 
araicum e^ perdidi! Tibi gra- 
tulor, qui m ^us fortunam suc- 
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his life and character. This he immediatelj resolved 
upon ; and to get the best materials for it, he writes 
awaj to two of the most familiar friends of dean 
Colet, who had longest known the manners and 
customs of his life and conversation, Mr. Thomas 
Lupset and Mr. William Dancaster. He tells the 
former, << that no loss had come so near him these 
** thirty years, as this of Dr. Colet ; that all he can 
^ now desire is, to recommend his memory to after 
^ ages ; and for that purpose he should be glad to 
** receive his informations and instructions," &c. ' 

His letter to Mr. Dancaster he begins with excla- 
mations of grief. ** How deplorable is your case and 
" mine, who have lost such a teacher, such a patron, 

such a friend ! It is said to a proverb, that the 
** loss of money is bewailed with the truest sorrow ; 
^ but I am sure, this is a loss of more inestimable 
'^ treasure^ and ought to be infinitely more lament^ 
«' But alas ! what signify all our sighs and tears ? 
" He cannot be recalled to us ; but we shall soon 
^^ follow him. We shoidd rather, in the mean time, 
*^ congratulate our late friend, that he is now in 
'' better company ; he securely enjoys his Saviour 
^' Christ, whom he always had in his lips and at his 
" heart. I would willingly write his life, if you and 
** some other of his nearest acquaintance would fur- 
'' msh me with proper materials for it, which I must 
** earnestly desire of you *".** 

cesaeris — Lov. postrid. idus Oc- in illuni pietate capesses, ut me 

tob. MDxix. [Ibid.] instnias; praesertim st qua sunt, 

* Erasmus Rot. Thome Lup- quae putes mihi non esse cogni- 

Beto, S. D. Triginta jam annis ta. Lov. postrid. idus Octob. 

nullius men mihi fuit acerbior 15 19. [lb. p. 428.] 
quam Coleti. Percupio hominis ^ Erasmus Rot. integerrimo 
nemoriam posteritati consecra- ' D. Gulielmo Dancastro, S. D. 

re : sed hoc negocii tu pro tua O nos miseros ! qui talem pre- 
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Writing again to Mr. Thomas Lupset, Dec. 18, the 
same year, (1519») after a long complaint of the iU 
treatment given him by Mr, Edward Lee, who had 
wrote severe strictures upon his edition of the New 
Testament, he falls again upon the subject of con- 
doling the loss of Dr. Colet. " A common loss,** saith 
he, ** and lamentation to both of us ; my sincere 
*^ friend ; your singular patron, preceptor, or rather 
" your very parent. O true divine ! O pure preacher 
** of the gospel of Christ ! With what labour and 
** pleasure did he imbibe the principles of the right 
" Christian philosophy! How sweetly did he suck 
** in the doctrines and the very spirit of St. Paul ! 
** How did he fuUy answer what he taught by what 
** he lived ! How many years did he preach to the 
'^ people without any profit to himself; in this, imi- 
<< tating that admired apostle St. Paul ! I never had 
^' any familiar or freer conversation with him, but 
** that I went from him better than I came ; or at 
** least not so bad. You ought therefore, my Lupset, 
** to endeavour to resemble, as near as possible, your 
** great master, in whose family you lived so many 
^^ years, in the like talents of learning and piety. 
** From Lovain, St. Lucy's day,** &c. " 



oeptorem, talem patronum, ta- 
lem amiserimus amicum! Plo^ 
ratur lacrymis anussa pecunia 
veris: hanc ego jacturam omni 
lacrymanim genere deploran- 
dam censeo. Sed quid conferuot 
singultus } quid ejulatus ? lUe 
revocari non potest, nos ilium 
brevi sequemur. Interim Coleto 
gratulandum, qui jam securus 
suo fruiturChristo ; quern sem- 
per habebat in ore, semper in 
pectore. Mandabo Uteris vitam 



hominis, si tu tuique similes, 
quoedam me docueritisy mihi 
fortassis incognita. Quod ut 
facias, etiam atque etiam rogo. 
Lov. postrid. idus Oct. mdxix. 
[lb. p. 428.] 

° Erasmus Rot. Tho. Lupaelo 
— Sed nos querelce finem ham- 
mus oportet, cum illi sue ?68a- 
nisB nuUum faciant finem. Ilia 
querela justissima mihi tecum 
communis est, quod mors-ade- 
mit Joannem Ck>letum, mihi 
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Give me leave just to mention, in what an affect- 
ing manner Erasmus expressed his sorrow to bishop 
Fisher. " I write," says he, "now in tears for the 
** decease of Dr. Colet ; a loss and affliction to me, 
** greater than I have suffered these thirty years. I 
•* know his state is happy ; he is now delivered from 
** a troublesome and wicked world, and enjoys the 
" presence of his Redeemer Jesus, whom he loved so 
" affectionately in his life : but in the name of the 
** world, I cannot but deplore the loss of such an ad- 
" mirable example of Christian piety, such an excel- 
" lent preacher of the gospel of Christ ; and even in 
** my own name, I must bewail the loss of a constant 
'* friend and incomparable patron. All that I can do 
** is, to pay my just duty to his name and memory, 
" and not to suffer them to die, if any thing I write 
" can live to posterity **." 



SYDcerissimum amicum, tibi 
8tDgularein patronum, preeoep- 
torem, ac potius parentem. O 
▼erum theologum! O minim 
evaogelics doctrina pneco- 
nem ! Quanto studio vin iUe 
imbiberat philosophiam Chris- 
ti! Quam avide hauserat pectus 
ac spiritum Divi Fkuli ! Ut cce- 
lesti doctrine totius vitae puri- 
tate respoudit ! Quot annos ille 
gratis populum docuit, et in boc 
suum Paulum referens! Nun- 
quam mihi tam familiare, aut 
non scrium cum iUo colloqui- 
um fujt, quin ab eo discederem 
mdior, aut certe minus malus. 
Quo magis tibi, Lupsete, adnt- 
tendum, ut tantum pnecepto- 
rero, qui cum tot annos domes- 
ticam oonsuetudinem egeris, et 
eruditione referas, et pietate. 
Bene vale. Lovanii, natal. Lu- 
ciac, 1519. [lb. p. 531.] 



^ Hsc scrips! mcerens ob Co- 
leti decessum; qui mihi tam 
acerbus est, ut his triginta annis 
nullius hominis mors me dis- 
cruciarit grarius. Scio bene 
actum cum illo, qui exemptus 
ab hoc scelerato pariter atque 
serumnoso seculo, cominus frn- 
itur suo Christo^ quem vivus sic 
deamabat. At ^o publico no- 
mine non possum non deplonune 
tam rarum Christians pieta- 
tis exemplar, tam singularem 
Christians doctrines praeconem ; 
privatim autem meo nomine 
tam constantem amicum, tam- 
que incomparabilem patronum. 
Quod nnum superest, hoc ill! 
parentalium vice persolvam of- 
ficii ; si quid mea scripta vale- 
bunt, non sinam ejus viri me-^ 
moriam apud posteros inter- 
mori — Bene vale, reverendis- 
sime prssul ; et Erasmum hoc 
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It is certain, that Erasmus had lost in Dr. Colet a 
generous patron, as well as a learned friend. No 
wonder then that his concern was so great for his 
death, and that he never after relished England so 
much as to return to it again. 

The friend who was most desirous to see the life 
of Dr. Colet drawn up bj Erasmus, was the fiunous 
Jodocus, or Justus Jonas, of the university of Erd- 
fonL He earnestly importuned him to it ; and to 
satisfy him, Erasmus, when he had got the best in- 
telligence he could out of England, drew up A Nar- 
rative of the Birth f Education^ Studies^ Canversa-^ 
turn f good Works, and Smffi rings of Dr. John Colet, 
(consisting mostly of his own experiences.) To which 
he prefixed the life and character of John Vitrier, a 
Franciscan friar, a man of admirable piety and vir- 
tues ; and one, it seems, who had so great a vene- 
ration for the name of Colet, that he went over into 
England, on purpose to see and be acquainted with 
so great a man ; but the misfortune was, he carried 
over another Franciscan friar with him^ who being a 
sour Scotist, or stoical disputant, broke in upon Colet 
and Vitrier, and interrupted the conversation, which 
was prudent, pious, and very agreeable p. These two 
lives Erasmus put together in an epistle to the said 
Jodocus Jonas, at Erphord, rector of that university ; 



etiaiD magis amplectere, quod bat Coietus, apud se fanse Mi- 

Coletus avulsus dimidiatum re- Doritam quendatn, cii)iu collo- 

liquit. Lovanii, pridie Lucib qiiio pnidenti pioque mirum in 

anni 15 19. [Eras. £p. edit, modum fuisset delectatus ; sled 

Lond. 1642. p. 619.] adhibitum alteram qiiendam 

P — Alterum alteri depinxe- ejusdem ordinia Stoicum, qui 

ram, et uterque alterius videndi visus indigne ferre Chriatianum 

desiderio flagrabat ; atque hae colloquium intemiperit. [Eras- 

gratia Vitriereus in Angliam mus Jod. Jom^ £p. ed. Baa. 

trajeoerat : ac mihi post narra* 1540. p. 483.] 
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which is dated at Anderlach, on the ides of June, 
1521, in the first BasU edition, (1521,) but 1519 in 
the second Basil edition, (1540;) jet both seem to be 
mistaken for the intermediate jear, 1520. It could 
not be in the year 151 9f for Colet was not then 
dead ; nor could it be so late as 1521, he having 
been so early in the undertaking. The date is ad- 
justed by another letter of Erasmus to Lupset, 15 
caL Sept. 1520, wherein he tells him *i ; ** I have now 
** composed in an epistle the life of Colet. If I have 
** not drawn him to the best advantage, it is partly 
" your fault, for not supplying me with better co- 
** lours. As to what you declare, that you have set 
** yourself his example for the rule and pattern of 
** your own life ; I cannot but highly commend the so 
** doing, provided you choose well : for you must con- 
** sider, that in the greatest example, the chief parts 
** are to be imitated, rather than the whole ; nor those 
** parts, but as they are adapted to time and place, and 
^ other circumstances ; for all things are not agreeable 
<< in all cases. In him the shining excellency was, that 



*) ErasmuA Rot. Tho. Lup- 
aeto. S. D. — Coleti nostri vitam 
epistola oomplexus sum ; si pa- 
rum graphice Tidebitur expres- 
su8» dbi partim imputabitur, 
qui me parum ad pleDum in- 
struseris viri coloribu8» quod 
quidem nemo te melius poterat. 
Porro quod ad ejus viri forroam 
veLuttque pnescriptum vitam in- 
stituis^ non possum non vehe- 
menter probare, modo delectum 
adhibeas. Probum quidem ex- 
emplar tibi proponis: sed in 
optimis pnecipua sunt imitanda, 
nee ea tamen nisi accommoda; 
nee enim omnibus omnia con- 
graunt. In illo pnecipuum erat. 



quod sinceram Christi philoso- 
phiam, e purissimis evangeli- 
orum haustam fontibus, gratis 
impartiit populo ; ut non absque 
numine videatur iUi contigisse 
gentile cognomen : Siquidem 
Coleheth Hebneis dicitur con- 
donatoTt quem Grsci vocaut 
eccksiasien. Eam ad rem si te 
toto studio contuleris, aut ego 
plane fallor, aut Coleto non in- 
ferior evades. Csterum quod 
illius exemplo tibi coenis in to- 
tum interdicts, equidem non 
approbo ; nee in iUo probabam. 
BrugiSf X. cal. Septemb. mdxx. 
[Eras. Ep. ed. Bas. 1540. p. 
451-] 
P 
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** he learned the purity of Christian wisdom at the 
*^ fountain of the holj scripturies, and then taught it 
<^ faithfully and freelj to the people ; so that I have 
'^ often thought there was a providential hit in his 
" simame, Colet, from the Hebrew word coleheth^ 
" the same as the Greek eceledastest i. e. preacher '. 
^^ If you apply yourself to the same holy function 
^^ with equal zeal and application, either I am much 
<* mistaken, or you will not be much inferior to Dr. 
<' Colet : but as to your following his course of life 
'^ in eating no suppers, I cannot commend the cus- 
« tom in you ; nor indeed did I ever approve it in 
« him/' 

The beforementioned letter of Erasmus to Justus 
Jonas has been for the most part transcribed already 
into this essay of Colet's life, as the subject-matter 
has fallen in ; only the preface and conclusion, and 
some other paragraphs remaining, which deserve to 
be here inserted. 

He be^s* to this effect : " Since you are so very 



' It must be confessed, that 
the fancy of Erasmus in making 
the name of Colet allude to the 
Hebrew, is one of the weakest 
pieces of wit in all his writings ; 
nor is it only a poor conceit, 
but even a mistake in the He- 
brew word, which is not cole- 
heth but coheleth And yet he 
has so determined for the sake 
of an omen forsooth, that he 
would be a good preacher. To 
this fancy another is added by 
a later author. ** If I might 
** guess again, (quoth he,) I 
*' should say, that he was so 
" called, beosiuse of those rare 
** endowments that were in 



** him : for the colet is that 
*' part of the ring wherein the 
'^ precious stone is set. See 
** Tho. Thomasius in voce Pala, 
" It pleased Almighty God to 
" break his mother s wedding- 
" ring in taking away all her 
" twenty-two children except 
** only one ; but he preserved 
*' the colet of it in preserving 
** our doctor alive as long as she 
"lived." [Smith in Colet's 
Life.] 

* Erasmus Rot Jodoco Joiue 
Erphordiensi, S. D. 

Quod tam impense rogas, 
vir optime, ut tibi Johannis C3o- 
leti vitam paucis, vdut in brevi 
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importunate with ine» good sir, to draw you out 
the life of Dr. John Colet, as it were in a little 
table of remembrance ; I shall do it the more wil- 
lingly, because you mean, I suppose, to get a no- 
ble precedent and example, by which you may 
form your own life and conversation. Truly, my 
dear friend, though I have conversed with very 
many whose integrity and goodness I have heartily 
approved, yet hitherto I never saw the man in 
whose morak I did not discover somewhat of the 
Christian simplicity and purity to be wanting, 
when compared with these two excellent persons 
whom I am now going to describe. I became ac- 
quainted with one of them at St Omers, when the 
plague (so &r happy to me) drove me from Paris 
to that town; and with the other in England, 
when I was first drawn thither out of love and re- 



tabella depingam; hoc fkciam 
lubentius, quod suspicer te tibi 
qiuerere ^regium aiiquod pieta- 
tis exemplar, ad quod tuum in- 
stitutum attemperes. Equidem, 
mi Jona carissime, ut fateor me 
cum roultis habuiase consuetu- 
dinem. quorum int^ritas mihi 
valde probaretur; tamen nul- 
lum adhtic vidi, in cujus mori- 
bus nescio quid adhuc Chris- 
tiauae pietatis non desiderarem, 
quoties ad horum duorum sin- 
ceiitatem conferrem aliquem: 
quorum alteruro mihi nosse con- 
tigit apud oppidum Artesise^ 
quod vulgo dicitur Sancti Au- 
domari, dura hue me pestis, 
hac sane in parte mihi felix, Lu- 
teda propulisset: alterum in 
Britannia, quo me Mon^oii mei 
charitas pertraxerat. Lucrum 
faciesy cujus acio te avidissi- 



mum; pro uno duos dabo. Prior 
dictus est Johannes Vitrarius, 
ordinis Franciscani; nam in 
hoc vitse genus adolescens inci- 
derat; meo judicio, nulla ex 
parte posthabendus Coleto, nisi 
quod ob servitutem instituti 
minus multis prodesse poterat : 
— quanquam autem illud vitee 
institutum, in quod per insci- 
tiam eetatis fiierat vel delapsus, 
vel pertractus, nequaquam pro- 
babat; subinde dictttans apud 
me, fetuorum vitam esse po* 
tins, quam religiosorum, ad 
noise signum dormire, exper- 
gisci, redormiscere, loqui, ta'> 
cere, ire, redire, cibum capere^ 
desinere pastu; denique nihil 
non facere ad prsescriptum hu- 
manum, potius quam ad Christi 
regulam, &c. 

PS 



Digitized by 



Google 



%i» THE LIFE OF 

** spect to my joung pupil, the lord Moimtjoy. You 
** will reckon it your advantage, I know, if, instead 
" of one, I give you two. The first, namely John Vi- 
<< trier, was a monk of the order of St. Francis. He 
« fell into that way of life, while very young, and 
'* was in no other respect behind Dr. Colet, save only 
** that, being a slave to his order, he had not the op- 
** portunity of doing so much good. — ^As to that re- 
<< ligious life into which he was drawn before he had 
** discretion to make any choice, he did by no means 
** approve it ; he wovld often tell me, that it was ra- 
'^ ther the life of fools, than of the professors of reli- 
** gion, at the sound of a bell to sleep and wake, and 
'< to go to bed again, to speak or keep silence, to go 
*^ and come, to eat or to fast, and to do every thing 
'* after the commandment of men, and not after the 
" will and rule of Christ,'* &c. 

Thomas Vitrier and Colet had very much of the 
same admirable qualities ; yet, as Erasmus observes 
afterwards, ^^ perhaps Colet is on this account to be 
** thought the more excellent, that he could never be 
^^ drawn from the ministerial office, either by the af- 
^* fluence of his own fortune, or by the natural ten- 
" dency of flesh and blood V 

He concludes his letter thus : *' I have here given 
*^ you two of the truest and sincerest Christians that 
** I believe any one age ever produced ; not in a 
** perfect print, but in a sort of rough draught, as far 
^' as the narrow compass of an epistle would allow. 
" It will be your part to pick out of both what you 
" think will conduce most to true Christian piety. If 

^ — Ac fortasse Coletus hoc nee impetu naturae, longe alio 
nomine plus laudis meretur, trahentis^potueritabevangelicae 
quod nee indulgentia fortunse, vitse studio depelli — . 
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you ask, to which of the two I would give the pre- 
ference ; I . think them of equal goodness, though 
df different condition of life. And as it was a 
greatness of soul in Colet, with that plentiful for- 
tune, not to follow where nature, but where his 
Saviour called him ; so trulj it was a singular ex- 
cellence in Vitrier, that he could shew so much of a 
pure evangelical spirit in such a wrong turn of reli- 
gious life, and be, as it were, a fish in the fens with- 
out any thing of the muddy taste. After all, there 
were some things in Colet that savoured a little of 
human infirmity : but I never saw any thing in 
Vitrier that betrayed the least tincture of flesh and 
blood. Now, in my opinion, you should make no 
scruple of inserting those two good Christians into 
the catalogue of saints, though they are not ca- 
nonized by the Pope. Happy souls, to whom I am 
so much beholding, assist with your prayers poor 
Erasmus, yet struggling in this lower world, that 
he may be brought into your blest society above, 
never more to be separated from it. Adieu, my 
dear Jonas : if I have satisfied your desire, it is weU ; 
but I am sure I can never do justice to the argu- 
ment. Fr6m the country of Anderlach, the ides 
of June, 1520"." 



* Habes^ Jodoce, duos quos 
aetas nostra tulit, mea senten- 
tia, vere siDcereque Christianos, 
non tam depictos quam deli- 
neatofi, quantum passa est epi- 
Btolaris angustia. Tuum erit 
ex utroque decerpere, quod tibi 
▼idebitur ad veram pietatem 
maxime conduoere. Jam si 
quteres, utrum alteri pneferam ; 
milii videntur pari laude digni. 



cum dissimili fuerintconditione. 
Siquidem ut magnum erat, Co- 
letum in ea fortuna constanter 
sequutura esse, non quo voca- 
bat natura, sed quo Christus: 
ita speciosior est laus Vitrarii^ 
quod in eo genere vitae tantum 
obtinuerit ac pnestiterit spiritus 
evangelici ; perinde quasi piscis 
in palude vivens nihil trahat de 
sapore palustri. Sed in Coleto 
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It appears from several other instances, that dean 
Colet's fame was spread far and wide throughout 
Europe ; and it is evident, not only from this fo- 
reigner's desire to have some account of him, but 
also fr^m what (Ecolampadius and others mention 
of him \ 

That expression in Erasmus's foregoing character 
of Colet, that ** there were several things in him 
** which savoured of human infirmity," puts me in 
mind of a good story told also by the same great man, 
which discovers a strong inclination in him to be of a 
high spirit, and impatient of even the least injury ^ 

The story is this ^: Archbishop Warham's house 



quaedam erant, qiue testarentur 
ilium hominem esae : in Vitra- 
no nihil unquam vidi, quod 
ullo pacto saperet affectum hu- 
manum. Quod si me audies, 
Jona, non dubitabis hos duos 
divorum ascribere cataloso ; 
etiamsi nullus unquam pontifex 
eos referat in canonem. Felices 
animse, quibus ^o multum de- 
beo, vestris precibus adjuvate 
luctantem adhuc in hujus vits 
mails Erasmuro ; ut in vestram 
contubemium remigrem, nus- 
quam postea divellendus. Vale, 
mi Jona. Bene habet, si tuo 
desiderio feci satis ; nam argu- 
mento, scio, nequaquam esse sa- 
tisfactum. Ex rare Andrelaco, 
idus Junii. mdxx. 

* — Virorum optimoram 
laudes« Mori civilis, inquam, et 
Colett religiosi — [(Ecolampa- 
dius Erasmo, p. 332.] 

y — Siquidem animo prsedi- 
tus erat insigniter ezcelso, et 
omnis injurise impatientissimo 
— ^adversus animi celsitudinem 



ratione pugnavit. [Eras. Epist 
Jod. Jonse, ut prius.] 

* — Solebam illi occinere &- 
bulam de Johanne Coleto, per- 
enni hominum memorin dig- 
no. Pessime illi conveniebat 
cum patruo, viro admodum 
sene, ac praefractis moribus. 
Lis erat, non de lana caprina, 
nee de asini (quod aiunt) um- 
bra, sed de magna summa pe- 
cuniaram, ob quantam vel fitius 
bellum indiceret patri. Coletus* 
pransunis apud R. P. Guilbd- 
mum archiepiscopum Cantuari- 
enaem, jimxitmesibi in cymba. 
Interea legebat ex Enchiridio 
meoreme<uum iracundias; nee 
tamen indicabat, cur ea leeeret 
Accubitus ordo forte sic outbat, 
ut Coletus sederet e regione pa- 
trai; vultu subtristi, nee lo- 
quens, nee prandens. Archie- 
piscopi vero rara quedam est 
bac in re dexteritas, ut curet, 
ne quis panim hilaris sit in con- 
vivio, sermones ad omnium af- 
fectus attemperans. Per eum 
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and taUe were ever open to men of learning, sa well 
foreigners as natives of his own country ; and none 
were more encouraged to accept of the civilities 
there bestowed than Erasmus and Colet, who often 
went to Lambeth and returned together. Now it 
seems, dean Colet had an old uncle so froward and 
perverse in his humours, that he could never agree 
with him ; and they had besides a suit, or quarrel, 
depending for a very considerable sum of money, 
enough to create a war between father and son. The 
dean going one day to dine with the archbishop, and 
taking Erasmus in the boat with him, as they sat 
there, read that part of Erasmus's Enchiridion which 
{Nrescribed a remedy against anger and passion ; not 
intimating why he was so intent upon that subject. 
At the archbishop's table it so happened, that the 
dean sat over against his unde, so troubled in his 
own mind, that he could neither talk nor eat. The 
archbishop had an admirable art of making all his 
OMnpany ea^ and cheerfiil, by framing his discourse 
suitable to their humour and inclinations : and so he 
began to talk of ages; who old, and who young. 



itaque injectus est sermo de 
coUatione etatum. Hinc orta 
est inter mutos coD&bulatio. 
Denique patnius, senum more, 
gloriari coepit, quod tantus na- 
tu, tantopere polleret viribus. 
A prandio nescto quid seorsim 
agitatum est inter illos. Ubi 
Coletus mecum repetisset cym- 
bam; video, inquit, Erasme, te 
felicem esse. Ego admirabar, 
car hominem infelicissimum di- 
ceret felicem. Ibi deoarravit, 
quam atroci animo fuerit in 
patruum ; adeo ut propemodum 
omnibus ChristianK modestiae 



repagulis refractis, et cogna- 
tionis affectu contempto, mani- 
festum bellum susciperet cum 
patruo : eaque gratia cepisse 
meum Enchiridion in manus, ut 
iracundise reraedium qu8ereret» 
et profuisse : mox ex ea quali- 
cunque confabulatione, que orta 
est in prandio, utrinque di- 
lutam amarulentiam ; sic ut mox 
archiepiscopo sequestro &cile 
res omnis inter eos composita 
sit. [Erasmi Epist Jod. Ga- 
vero^ dat. Bas. cal. Mart. 1524. 
ed. Lond. 1642. lib. xxiii. Ep. 
5. fol. 1205. b.] 
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Upon this topic, thej who had said nothing before, 
began to be very free and familiar ; and the unde, 
like a true old man, boasted what he could do at 
his jears. After dinner the archbishop talked in pri- 
vate with the uncle and nephew, and brought them 
to terms of agreement. As thej were going back in 
the boat, says Dr. Colet, " Well, Erasmus, you are a 
'^ very happy man, and have done me a great deal of 
*^ service." While Erasmus was admiring what he 
meant, the dean went on, and told the story ; how 
extremely incensed he was against his unde ; and 
how he had well nigh resolved to put off the kins- 
man, and the very Christian, and to have waged 
open war with him ; that under this commotion of 
mind he had taken that manual with him, and read 
over the advice for restraint of anger, which had 
done him so much good, that he commanded him- 
self at table, and came to such a temper with his 
old uncle, that presently after dinner, the arch- 
bishop interposing, was able to make up the whole 
matter. 

This story Erasmus was wont to make good use 
of; telling it to people that were at difference, and 
hard to be reconciled ; and recommending to them 
this example of reading a good book, talking together 
coolly, to understand one another, and leaving the 
matter in dispute to an amicable arbitration. 

Thus have we gone through Erasmus's life and 
character of this great man : and by this last story 
we see how impartially it is written, in that his very 
faults are not concealed. It were indeed to be 
wished, that the dean's friends had furnished Eras- 
mus with more materials for that task, which he 
gave them to understand he was very willing to un- 
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dertake : but, however, what he hath comprised in 
one epistle is very valuable ; because he speaks a 
great deal of his own experience, and a thorough 
knowledge of him. Besides that account, every pas- 
sage relating to him in any other part of his works, 
wherein he occasionally speaks of him, are here put 
t<^ther, in as good order as the matter would ad- 
mit of. 

The second account of the life (if we may so caU 
it) of Dr. Colet, was given by Mr. Henry Holland, 
in his Herolc^a Anglica, p. 155, to which is pre- 
fixed his effigies, very beautiful, with this distich ; 

Cum colts AoniaSy exculte CcietCj sorores ; 
Te dodos inter posthuma Jama re/ert. 

In this life and character there is in effect no- 
thing but what Erasmus had observed ; only in more 
express terms justice done to his memory, vh. " that 
^ in an age wherein popery had its kingdom of 
** darkness, in the reigns of Henry VII. and Henry 
" VIII. he embraced the true religion ; and shewed 
^ his sincere confession of it in his ordinary painful 
" sermons, and especially in that before Henry VIII. 
" when he was going over to the siege of Turin,** 
&c.* 

Dr. Tho. Fuller, in his Abel Redivivus, has given 

* Joannes Coletus, filius Hen- men Septirao Henricoque Octa- 
rici Coleti, equids aurati, et vo regnantibus, veram religio- 
iterom dom. pretoris Londi- nem amplexus est. Qu« ejus 
nennsy sacne theologin doctor sinceritas eluxit quidem ex or- 
es academia Oxoniensi, et Pau- dinariis et operosis suis con- 
linse ecclesue Londini decanus cionibus ; maxime vero eminuit 
eniditiUy vir fiiit magnopere li- concione ilia habita coram 
teratus; et in illo caliginoso Henrico rege Octavo, cum in 
seculo yivens, in quo domina- Gallias Terronovans ad prs- 
batur papismus, Henrico ta- Hum trajectunu erat, &c. 
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the life and death of Dr. John Colet ; but, except- 
ing the face before it, there is nothing to be com- 
mended. It is a verbal translation of the epistle of 
Erasmus to Jodocus Jonas, without any notice firom 
whence it was taken: and some things are over- 
strained beyond the sense of the originaL 

He sajTS, that ** Dr. Colet, perceiving the mani- 
** fold distractions which accompanied the manage- 
'' ment oi so plentiful an estate, called in his fietther's 
*^ debts, and sold his whole patrimony, which in the 
*^ total amounted to a very great mass of money, 
^' and therewith he erected and endowed his schoof 
&c. p. 100. Whereas Erasmus says nothing about 
selling his patrimony ; but rather, on the contrary, 
that his father left him a great sum of money. 

Again, in p. 103, Fuller says ; '' that in his judg- 
^* ment concerning public schools and universities, 
** he was not only heterodox, but, like the bird 
** spoken of in the proverb, bewrayed divers symp- 
** toms of an exulcerated mind : but let that pass 
** amongst moles in the most beautiM faces." And 
yet there is no such thing in Erasmus : nor was Colet 
any otherwise offended at the universities, than he was 
at the monasteries, and the whole church ; so far as 
they were then corrupted, and wanted reformation. 

Another short account of Dr.Colet's life is prefixed 
to his Daily Devotions, or the Christian Morning 
and Evening Sacrifice : which life, Mr. Wood says 
well, is triflingly and imperfectly written by Thomas 
Fuller, of Waltham in Essex ; being mostly the same 
with that in his Abel Bedimvus. This is very lately 
printed ; but without additions. 

Another history of his life was compiled by Tho- 
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inas Smith, of Christ's college in Cambridge, library- 
keeper of the public libraiy,) to be added to his edi- 
tion of the Convocation Sermon, in English, 8vo. 
1661. And it was honestly called, The Life of Dr. 
Colet, written by Erasmus: the several passages 
being collected from the Epistles of Erasmus ; but 
without inquiry into his other works. He added some 
useful notes upon the Sermon and the Life; but 
not always with equal judgment. One note is this: 
'^ I found Erasmus often calling Dr. Colet, prtecep^ 
** torem unicum et optimum ; but why, I know not, 
*' unless for giving so good precepts in his sermon 
'^ before the convocation f whereas it was, no doubt, 
from his being directed and assisted by him in his 
theological studies. 

Besides all these, there was no writer of any note 
in or near this great man's time, who doth not make 
some mention of him. 

Leland, in his Encomium of the illustrious and 
learned Men in England, reckons Colet amongst 
those lights of learning which fetched their treasures 
of knowledge out of Italy. 

Lumina doctrine, Grocinus ddnde secutus 

SellingusS Linacer, Latimunisque plus. 
Tunstallus phoeDU, Stocleius> atque Coletus* 

Lilius, et Paceus, festa corona virum. 
Omnes Italiaro petierunt sidere fausto : 

Et nituit Latiis musa Britanna scholia. 
Omnes inque suam patriam rediere diserti ; 

Secum thesauros et retulere suos ^. 

* William Selling, lord prior ^ Lelandus in Encomiis illu- 

of Merton in Surrey, took his strium et eniditorum in Anglia 

d^ree of doctor of divinity in Virorum. Edit. Lond. 1549. p» 

Oxford, 1503. [Wood's Fasti 74. 
Oxonienses, sub anno 1503.] 
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Geoi^ hjly, in his Elogies of the learned Men in 
Britain, sent to Paulus Jovius, b^ns his catalc^e 
with John C!olet, in a gratefiil remembrance of the 
good offices done hj him to his father, Mr. William 
Lily. And the account he gives may serve not 
only for a confirmation of what hath been before re^ 
lated of this great man, (since it is handed down to 
txs by the son of one who was the most intimate 
friend of the dean's, and was acquainted with every 
circumstance of his life,) but also as a summary or 
epitome of the foregoing essay. He tells us^ 



^ Honestissimis suae ciTitatia 
parentibus Joannes Coletus I^n- 
dini natus est; patre ad sum- 
mam pnefectiirain bb in ea 
urbe vocato; matre nobili ac 
pnedivite foemina, ex uno tan- 
turn conjugio vigesimo secundo 
partu levata: Joanne Coleto 
natu maximo, eodemque ex tarn 
foBCunda prole, cui omnis veni- 
ret hsereditaSy defunctis ceteris, 
auperstite. Is statim a pueritia 
liberalibus disciplinis domi in- 
stitutus ; mox, tanquam avidus 
optimarum artium mercator, 
Galliam primo, deinde Italiam 
adiiu Prsecipue autem ad sa- 
crarum literarum scientiam om- 
nium studiorum suorum cursum 
direxit. Ex Italia in Britanniam 
reversus, trigesimum circiter 
setatis annum agens, in Oxoni- 
ensi gymnasio, cum summa 
Christians vitae disciplinam pro- 
fitendum admiratione, publice 
Paulinas Epistolas omnes gra- 
tuita opera enarravit. Oxonio 
deinde ab Henrico rege ^us 
nominis septimo Londinum est 
revocatus, et amplissimo sacer- 
dotio donatusj templi in ea urbe 



maximi ad Divi Fauli Britannico 
ritu decanus dictus; ubi per 
annos aliquot e suggestu, Chris- 
tiano more concionandi formam 
auspicatusy pia diffinieudi at- 
que disserendi facultate, inter 
sui temporis oratores praestan- 
tissimus habebatur. Hue ac- 
cedebat egtemi corporis prooe- 
ritas, et suspiciendi oris sereni- 
tas, ut subinde in omni acdone 
minis veneranduaque existereL 
Tandem vero, cum abdicads re- 
bus omnibus, et relicto eo quo 
fungebatur sacerdodo, procul 
hominum turba, cum paucb re- 
liquum vitae in Christianae phi- 
losophiae odo transigere de- 
crevisset, ad Scxnum, nobili 
Cartusiensium monachorum oat- 
nobio, sepdmo ab urbe Londino 
lapide, peramoeno loco, et altaa 
solitudini, piae meditation!, stu- 
diisque apdssimo, extructo sibi 
eleganti apparatu domicilio ; 
pesUlenii tudore paucis ante an- 
nis, peculiari Britanniae morbo, 
semel atque iterum correptus, 
quum et tertio ab eodem repe- 
titus, utcunque tamen revixisset, 
ex ejus morbi reliquiia contracta 
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John Colet was bom of very worshipful parents ; 
his father being twice lord major of London, his 
mother of a very rich and worthy family : they 
had two and twenty children ; of which John Co- 
let, the eldest, survived all the rest, and had 
thereby an ample patrimony descending to him : 
who, having had a careful and liberal education at 
home, went abroad for his further improvement ; 
first visiting France, then Italy. He made all his 
improvements in his studies subservient to his 
main design of fitting himself for holy orders ; and 
therefore, at his return from Italy to his native 
country, being then about thirty years old, he read 



▼ucerum tabe, baud ita mulio 
post Loodini periit. Sepultus 
est ad Divi Ftoli, humili quidem 
sepultune loco» quein sibi ante 
aliquot annoa delegerat; in- 
Bcriptioiie addita. S^etfiineris 
honorem omnem abdicanti ha- 
bitus est eiy amicoruni cura, 
maximus; exquisitaque indus- 
tria tabula, erudito pneconio 
exoraata^ depictaque ad vivum 
efiigie, sepulchro af&xa. Nihil 
antem quod extet in scriptis re- 
liquit; nee multa eum scrip- 
sisse constat. Sed purissimam 
Latinas lingua elocutionem, 
eandemque laconica brevitate 
oompositam, ex aliquot eg us ad 
Erasmum familiaiibus ^istolis 
colligere licet. Cui etiam in 
sacra Biblia ad antiquae lectio- 
nis dignitatem restituenda, civi- 
lis acdiligens bibliotheoB cultor, 
baud mediocrem operam pnesti- 
tit; exhibito ipsi Erasmo ve- 
tustissimo codicis exemplari: 
unde et Bibliam ipsam multo 
nunc quam antea castigatiorem 
legimus. At illud sane Coleti, 



pneter csetera, ad setemam lau- 
dem, posteritati relictum, quod 
illustn in rem literariam patro- 
cinio, Britannicsejuventuti eru- 
diendse, Londini scholam publi- 
cam magnt6co opere extruen- 
dam curaverit ; pia atque muniv 
fica libenditate erosatis in ean- 
dem, priusquam obiret, amplis- 
simi patrimonii sui opibus; 
quibus et preceptores duos ho- 
nestissimis stipendiis alerentur, 
et adolesoentes ipsi gratuito 
sub iisdem prsceptoribus edo- 
cerentur. Atque hoc beneficio 
Britannia sulMnde delectissima 
semper juvenum indole politiori 
literatura proficientium ex hac 
schola prae caeteris nobilitata, 
fertilissima posteris ingenia os- 
tendit. Fuit is annus quo Co- 
letus, nondum senex, Christina 
matre adhuc superstite, obiit, 
Henrici et Francisci regum in 
Morinis ad Arderas coUoquio 
Celebris. [Virorum aliquot in 
Britannia Elogia per Geoig. Li- 
lium. ed. 1559. ^^^3- 
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^ publicly and freely upon St. Paul's Epistles^ to the 
<< great admiration of his auditors. Henry VII. 
^^ called him from thence to the deanery of St. Paul's, 
'' a preferment of great account in that kingdom ; 
^ where he, by his exact and useful sermons, arrived 
^ to the character of a most excellent preacher. His 
** person was very graceful ; and there was some- 
^* thing in his mien and carriage which did much 
*^ become him, and every thing he said and did. At 
*^ length, being weary of the world, he had designed 
** to have quitted his ecclesiastical preferments, and 
** to have retired to a good house of his own erecting 
** at Shene, where there was a monastery of the Car- 
'* thusian monks ; distant from London not more than 
*^ seven miles, and on other accounts a very fit place 
^^ for this his pious design of sequestering himself fi^om 
" the world : but having been seized by the sweating 
^^ sickness (a distemper peculiar to that kingdom) 
*' at two several times before, he at last had it a 
'^ third time ; which carried him off, though not im- 
*' mediately; for he soon after fell into a consumption, 
*^ proceeding from the relics of that distemper, of 
^' which he in a short time died at London. He was 
" buried in his own church of St. Paul's, in a veiy 
" humble sepulchre, which he had contrived for him- 
** self in an obscure angle of the church some years 
^^ before, with the inscription of his name. But 
** though the good man despised all funeral pomp 
" and ostentation, yet his friends were willing to 
" shew how much they valued him, by erecting to 
" his memory a very elegant monument, with his 
^^ effigies. He left not behind him any thing that is 
** published ; nor probably many manuscripts. But 
^* by what appears in those epistles which he writ to 
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^ Erasmus, he was master of' a pure Latin style ; 
^* though chiefly in the laconic way. He did great 
^* service to the world, in assisting Erasmus, when 
" engaged in restoring the pure text to the holy 
^ Bible, helping him to a very ancient manuscript ^, 
*^ by which means we have the same text much more 
^* correct than it was before his time. But what re- 
^ dounds most to his honour is, that in his lifetime 
^ he laid out the whole income of his patrimony, in 
'^ founding a school at London, for the British youth, 
^^ to be instructed in good literature : and he having 
** settled liberal stipends upon two masters, the 
'^ children are instructed gratis under them: by 
" which means this school has flourished ; and is like 
** to produce very excellent persons to all succeeding 
** generations. Colet died before he arrived to old 
'* age, and left his mother, Cluistiana, surviving ; in 
^ that remarkable year of king Henry VIII.'s inter- 
** view with Francis, king of France, at Audry near 
« Guisnes." Thus far Geo. Lily^ 

As to his person ; he is described by Erasftius to 
be tall and comely^; upon which a late writer has 
given this note : *^ It appears from the picture of 
^ his, which is in our public library at Cambridge, 
" in a very choice manuscript ^ most elaborately 
^ done in his own house at Paul's. In the first page 
" where(^ are these words, D. Joannis Coleti^ de- 

^ See Id the appendix a fieu-- the expense of dean Colet» from 

ther account of his work from the manuscript of the New 

the MS. itself. Testament he lent to Erasmus : 

^ — Accesserat his fortuns which, Erasmus says, was writ 

commodis corpus elegans et peregrinis noHs; and archbi- 

procerum. shop P&rker, who gave it to tliat 

s Containing the two gospels library, adds with bb own hand, 

of St. Matthew and St. Mark forte Saxonicis, 
before mentioned, copied out at 
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'< cam S. Pauliy are writ over a young person in 
^^ priestly attire, having the beautifuUest face, in 
** my opinion, that I ever beheld : and so far differ- 
'^ ing firom that which is of him at St. Paul's school, 
<< and his tomb, that I was fain to shew them both 
'* to a judicious limner, to know whether they were 
'* drawn for the same person : who answered. Yes, 
" certainly. Whence I gathered, that he was very 
^^ fair, tiU his sweating sickness and consumption, and 
^' perhaps chiefly his afflictions, changed his com- 
** plexion**.*' The reader is here presented with an 
exact copy of it from the original. There is another 
curious picture of him, when a young man, not un- 
like to this, in the possession of Benedict Ithel, of 
Temple Dinsley in Hertfordshire, esquire. 

The best account of the remains of his body is 
thus given by Ant. a Wood : " Soon after his in- 
^* terment, there was a comely monument set over 
** his grave, near to the little one which he had set 
'^ up in his lifetime, between the choir and south 
'^ side^, which monument remaining whole and en- 
<' tire till 1666, was then consumed in the dreadful 
'^ conflagration that happened in the city of London. 
^^ His body, which was closed up in a leaden coffin of 
'< six feet and two inches long, and of three feet and 
*^ two inches broad, was laid up and inclosed in the 
^* wall, near to the place his monument was afterwards 
*^ put. In 1680, or thereabouts, when the wall was 
<* taken down, the said coffin was discovered, (for 
'< it lay in the said wall about two feet and a half 
** above the surface of the floor,) whereon was a 
'^ plate of lead fastened, with an inscription engraven 
" thereon, shewing the name of the person there de- 
^ Life of Colet, by Mr. Thomas Smith, i66a. 
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'^ posited^ his father^s name, obit, benefaction, &c. 
" Some of the royal society, who out of curiosity 
** went to see it, did thrust a probe, or little stick, 
'* into a chink of the coffin ; which bringing out some 
" moisture with it, they found it of an ironish taste, 
^' and fancied that the body felt soft and pappy like 
« brawn*." 

It appears his enemies had a design to have 
burned his bones; but Providence prevented that 
piece of inhumanity, as Bale takes notice, who lived 
near his time, and doubtless had good authority for 
so saying^ 

His estate, or worldly circumstances, will best ap- 
pear by his father Henry Colet's will: which I 
thought not unworthy of a place in the Appendix i, 
as also an original of his yearly income^, that the 
reader might see how plentifully Providence had fur- 
nished him with the means of doing good. What 
estate he had in London, he settled wholly upon the 
endowment of his school of Paul's in his lifetime, by 
a deed or settlement" ; though he drew it up first in 
the form of a wiU, in Latin, which being very nice, 
in minutely setting down his donation, I have given 
it a place in the Appendix. As to his other estates, 
in Buckinghamshire, Northamptonshire, Cambridge- 
shire, Huntingdonshire, &c. though the demands of 

> Athen. Oxon. voL i. col. 1 2. pretended, was according to an 

^ H11JU8 ex tumulo ejecissent ancient canon, which is and has 

atque incendissent prelati ca- been often put in practice : '* If, 

daver, nisi aliud eis supervenis- after death, they shall be found 

set inexpectatum malum ; as to have been heretics, their bo« 

be bath it in his book De il- dies must be digged up, and 

lustr. Script, edit. 4to. 1548. their bones burnt.*' [ConcAl- 

or, as he expresses it in his biense. canon. 52. p. 727.] 

folio ediL nisi aliunde a rege * Number XIX. 

acilioet impediUim. ™ Number II. 

Tins way of proceeding, it is " Number III. 
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his charity and beneficence were very great, yet hay- 
ing also such considerable preferments in the church, 
it appears by his last will that he died possessed of 
them. But whatever his possessions were, none 
could envy their having been in such good hands as 
his, by which they were wholly expended in public 
service, and for the good of the world. There seemed 
indeed to be something wanting that might com- 
plete his school, viz. exhibitions for the maintenance 
of some of the poorest of his scholars at the univer- 
sity : but we have reason to wonder at his doing so 
much, rather than his not doing more. However, 
what was at first wanting as to this matter, has since 
been very generously provided for by some worthy 
benefactors; particularly by the lord and lady 
Campden% Mr. Andrew, and the reverend Mr. 
Perry % late lecturer at St. Peter^s, Comhill ; whose 
charitable bequests were rendered sorviceatde to our 
school by the reverend and learned Dr. Gale, late 
dean of York : but above all, we are not to pass 
by the good management of the revenue of the school 
by the worshipful company of mercers ; who have 

^ Lord YisoouDt Campden Ralph Hicks, lord Campden, 
bought an impropriation * in sometime mercer in Cheapside^ 
Northumberland^ which cost gave certain exhibitions of loL 
760/. whereof one moiety is to a year, to such of the scholan 
be given towards the mainte- as went to Trinity coU^ in 
nance of an able preacher at Cambridge. [Ibid.] 
Hampstead, the other moiety p An estate was bought with 
to St. PauFs school in London, his legacy at Tenderell in Es- 
towards the maintenance of sex, which is expended in exhi- 
certain scholars in Trinity col- bitions for five poor scholari, 
lege in Cambridge. [Stow's formerly 5^ each, but now only 
Survey of London.] four. 

Lady Campden, wife to sir 

• FZjt. of Woodhom od the seashore, north of Newcastle ; it wu siooe the 
estate of Lord Widdringtoa ; now in the possession of A. Askew, M. D. who 
annually paya ISO/: to the minister of Hampstead. This I had Iron his son 
Anthony Askew, M. D. in March 1 757. Nobtb. 
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alvqrs been sbie, bf their improvement of it, to 
have a ftindready to 8if{qpLy the wants of their mcve 
indigent scholars. 

What became of that small and modest monu- 
ment the good dean put up in his lifetime, we are at 
a loss to know. Possibly it was corered, or pulled 
down, when the mercers put up another, which they 
thought more worthy so great a man. His design 
in erecting that humble one in his lifetime was, no 
doubt, to prerent any extravagance of this nature, 
and moreover to remind him of mortality, as sir 
Thomas Moore, Dr. Donne, (one of his successors,) 
and others have done since. 

The goodly monument of dean Colet is preserved 
in sh- William Dugdafe's History of St. PaulV Ca- 
thedral ; and by the arms of the mercers set upon 
the top of it, it is plainly evident, that it wasr 
erected by that w(»rshii^il company ; bilt it was de-< 
stroyed in the dreadful fire, anno 1666. 

Underneath is the fdlowing inscription : << Hie 
'' est situs D. Joannes Coletus, hujus ecdesiae de- 
** canus, theologus insignis : qui ad exemplum S. 
^ Pauli^ semper egit gratuitum evangelicse doctrinae 
''praeconem^ ac syncerae doctrinal perpetua vitae 
** synceritate respondit. Schcdam Paulinam suo 
** sumptu sohis et inrtituit, et annuo reditu dotavit. 
** Genus honestissimum Christi dotibus cohonestavit ; 
" praedpue sobrietate mira, ac pudicitia. Nunc 
" fruitur evangelica margarita, cujus amore neglexit 
'* (Hnnki. Vixit annos 53. administravit 16. obiit 
** anno 1519. 

" Marere mundo, ut vivas Deo.'' 

Over the monument was the bust of Dr. Colet. 

q2 
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And m the middle of the monument, under the 
dean's bust, and over a prostrate skeleton, were the 
following three lines : 

J. C. Isthuc recidit gloria camis. 
J. C. Morere mundo, ut vivas Deo. 
J. C. Love and Uve. 

At the bottom of the monument was the follow- 
ing inscription : 

<< John Colet, D. D. dean of Paul's, and the only 
^* founder of Paul's school ; who departed this life 
" 1519, the son of Henry Colet, knt, lord mayor of 
'^ the city of London, and free of the company and 
** fraternity of the mercers." 

The following verses on dean Colet's tomb were, 
in grateful respect, composed by the eminent master 
of his school, William Lily. 

^* In memoriam venerabilis viri Joannis Coleti, sacrae 
^^ theologiae doctoris, ad divum Paulum decani, et 
'^ schoke ibidem fundatoris, gratitudinis ergo^ mo- 
'^ nimentum, ogdastichon. 

<^ Inclyta Joannes Londini gloria gentis ; 

<< Is tibi qiu quondam, Paule, decanus erat; 
^' Qui toties magno resonabat pectore Christum, 

« Doctor, et interpres fidus Eyangelii. 
<< Qui mores hominum multum sermone diserto 

« Formabat, vitae sed probitate magis; 
<^ Quique scholam struxit celebrem ; cognomine Jesu; 

*^ Hac dormit tectus membra Coletus humo. 

" Floruit sub Henrico Septimo, et Henrico Octavo, 
'* regibus. Obiit anno Dom. 1519* 

'^ Disce mori mundo ; vivere disce Deo'' 
Under his lively pourtraicture are (alluding to his 
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comdj personage reduced to dust and ashes) these 

words: 

Isthuc recidit gloria camis. 

Love and live. 

The ruins of this monument are still to be seen 
under St. Paul's ; and the entire bust ; concerning 
which Mr. Strype says, that though it seems to be 
stone, yet he had been told by an ingenious person, 
(Mr. Bagford,) it is nothing else but clay burnt and 
painted; a fine art known and practised in former 
times^. 

Mr. Weever, who first printed the epitaph, adds 
this remark upon it. ** His monument is lately re- 
•* vived by the company of the mystery of mercers ; 
** to whose charge he committed the oversight of St. 
^ Paul's school, with lands worth an hundred and 
*• twenty pounds, or better, of yearly value, for the 
** maintenance of a master, an usher, and a chaplain, 
^ to teach and instruct one hundred fifty and three 
** poor men's children fi'eely, without any reward : 
** and, as I am told, viis et modi^, more comes to the 
** schoolmaster at this day than the whole endow- 
^ ment'." 

As to the remainders of his family, Mr. Smith in 
1661 observed, that Mr. John Colet, then a student 
in the Temple, and his father, as also Mr. Nich. 
Ferrar, of Little Gidding in Huntingdonshire, (of 
whom there is honourable mention in Mr. George 
Herbert's Life,) were all nearly related to our doctor ; 
and were all three fellow-commoners in Clare-hall 
at Cambridge, diligent frequenters of the chapel. 

<i life of Stow, p. 14. See ' Weever*8 Fun.Mon. p. 369. 
also Appendix, No. VIII. 

Q3 
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Thomas Colet, a worthy patriot of the dtf of 
London, who dymg 22d Sept. 1708, was buried in 
the church of St. Magnus, seems, by his arms, to 
have been of the same family. His epitaph you have 
in Le Neve's Collection of Monumental Inscriptions. 

At Hale, near Wendover, where sir Henry Cblet 
was bom, there are still descendants in a direct line 
from Robert Colet, sir Henry's father ; to whom I 
am obliged for some original pap^v in the Appen- 
dix'. 

We shall now conclude this history of one of the 



• Others I find of the same 
name; but whether of the same 
fiimily^ 1 cannot say. 

Mr. Stow's Survey of London 
hath this epitaph in the church 
of Sl Mary Magdalen, Aftilk- 
street. *' Here lyeth the body 
*' of Mistress Mary Collet, wife 
'* of Mr. John Collet, citizen 
'*and Salter of London, who 
« deceased the asd of Decern- 
" ber, 1613, being aged thirty- 
" five years," &c. 

One of the name may not be 
here omitted, and with our 
magnificent dean (whom he 
seems to have set for his pat- 
tern) deserves to be had in 
everlasting remembrance, vix. 
Mr. John Collet; who to the 
charity-school in the parish of 
S. Mary Overree, alias S. Sa- 
viour in Southwark, has left in 
houses and lands 1 15Z. per an- 
num for ever ; as appears by an 
accdunt of the present state of 
charity-schools in and about 
liondon, 1721. 

Another of the name too con- 
siderable to be passed by, is Wil- 
liam Collet, bom at Over in 
Cambridgeshire : who was some- 



time derk to the keq)er of the 
records in the Tower of L<hi- 
don ; but never master of thai 
office, as Dr. Fuller mistakes in 
his book of Worthies ; giving a 
more true account of him in the 
following particulars—— " Be- 
" cause mediod is the mother of 
" memory, he so orderly di- 
** gested idl records, that they 
'* were to be found in an in- 
'* stant. He abominated their 
** course, who by water would 
** refresh a record to make it 
'* useful for the present, and 
** useless for ever after. He de- 
** tested, under the pretence of 
" mend^g it, to practise with a 
'* pen on anv old writing; pre- 
** serring it m the pure nature 
** thereof. Indeed master Sel- 
'* den, and others, in their 
** works, have presented pos- 
" terily with a plentiful feast of 
" English rarities ; but let me 
** say, that Collet may be called 
'* their catereri who furnished 
*' them with provbion on lea- 
<* sonable rates. He died, to the 
'* great grief of all antiquaries, 
"A.D. 1644." 
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greatest men of the age he lived in : whose intellect 
tual accomplishments we need no other proof of, than 
the grief conceived at his death amongst all learned 
men^ not only in his own country, but also abroad ; 
they looking upon him as the glory of our nation. 
But though both his learning and piety were ob- 
served to be above the pitch of those times ; yet that 
which made him renowned more than any thing, 
was his public spirit. This is excellently set forth 
in a dedication to him, by the elegant pen of Richard 
Pace, (when abroad aboiit public service,) worthy to 
be read in the Appendix, upon this as well as other 
accounts. And if we look upon him as a church- 
man, we shall find him most indefatigably engaged 
for the good of souls ; preaching almost every day. 
To give more constant attendance at St. Paul's ca- 
thedral church, he was willing to quit one of the 
richest parochial churches in the kingdom, that of 
Stepney ^ Yet he kept his living at Denyngton to 
the last ^4 But there could be no other worldly mo- 
tive for it, than to breathe a little in that free air, and 
refresh himself sometimes, after his immense labours 
in the city. And happy was that and every place 
where he came: his active soul would not suffer 
him to pass away any time without doing good, and 
employing the utmost of his strength and wealth 
in his master's service ; and this without the least 
ostentation or vanity ; for there was in his demeanour 



» Walter Stone, LL. D. was 
admitted to this vicarage, void 
by the resignation of Dr. Colet, 
«7 Sept. 1505. 

^ SepL 26, 15 19, Robertua 
Cronker, S.T.B. institutus in 



ecclesia de Denyngton^ vac. 
per mortem Joannis Colet, ulti- 
mi incurobentis. [ECoUectaneis 
Tho. Tanner, S. T. D. cancel- 
larii Norwicensb.] 
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the moM unaffected siinplicitj imaginable. And fiir- 
thermore, there was something so very taking in 
him» that though he had some most implacable ene- 
mies, (made such only by his telling them the truth,) 
yet he always met with many powerful Mends as 
were an overmatch for them. And, what is most to 
be admired, no person met with greater favour 
than he did from two successive princes^ who were 
none of the mildest in their tempers, as the sufferings 
of other good men in their reigns sadly testify. 

From the whole it amply appears, that he was a 
very eminent forerunner of the reformation : and we 
glory in him as such ; as well as for his being foun- 
der of that famous seminary of learning, which has 
produced many excellent persons both in church and 
state, besides some that carried on those good and 
great designs, which the iniquity of the times he 
lived in prevented his seeing accomplished. May 
God, who has long watered with his blessing what 
he so seasonably' planted, make it still answer the 



' The foundation of this 
school was in some respects no 
less seasonable than the schools 
erected at London in the reign 
of Hen. VI. whereof we have 
the following account in an 
History of the Church of Great 
Briuin, published by G. G. 
1675. (4to.) p. 129. 

** 143 1, — Great at this time 
'* was the want of grammar- 
*' schools, and the abuse of 
** them that were even in Lon- 
" don itself; it being penal for 
'* any (to prevent uk^ growth 
" of ^cklivism) to put their 
*' children to private teachers. 



' Hence it was, that some 
' hundreds were compelled to 
' go to the same school ; where 
' (to use the words of the re- 
' cordis) the masters waxen 
' rich in money ^ and teamen 
' poor in cunning. Whereupon 
' this grievance was complained 
' of by four eminent mmisters 
' in London, viz, Mr. William 
' Lichfield, parson of Albal- 
' lows the Great j Mr. Gilbert 
' [Worthington], parson of St 
' Andrew's, Holbom; Mr. John 
' Cote, parson of St. Peter's, 
' Comhill ; Mr. John Neele, 
' master of the house of St. 
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noble ends of its founder ; and till time shall be 
no more, continue the happy advantages it affords, 
not only to the great dty where it is placed, but to 
the whole nation; and in a word, to the whole 
world. 

^ Thomas Acres, and parson of ** Canterbury, to erect five 

*• Colchirch. To these it was ** schools, (Neele having adou- 

'* granted by the advice of the *' ble licence for two places,) in 

'* ordinary, or archbishop of ** their respective parishes.** 
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APPENDIX; 



CONTAINING 
I. 

A COPY OF DIt COLET'S CONVOCATION SERMON, 

Taken from the Latin original^ printed anno 1511. 

II. 

AN OLD ENGLISH TRANSLATION OF THE AFORE* 

SAID SERMON. 

III. 

SEVERAL EPISTLES, WRITTEN BY THE SAME 

AUTHOR. 

IV. 

A COLLECTION OF MISCELLANIES RELATING TO 

THE FOREGOING HISTORY. 
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HABITA 

A DOCTORE JOANNE COLET, 

DECANO SANCTI PAULI, 

AD 

CLE RUM 

IN CONVOCAnONB, ANNO 1511. 
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ORATIO AD CLERUM 

CONVOCATIONE. 



CoNVENISTIS, hodky patres et Tki sapientissiim, in* 
kuri ooaciliuin. In quo qiudnam aeturi eitis, quasque res 
tractaturi, ncxidum intelliginius; optamus autem, ut ali- 
quando memores et nominis et profesnonis vestrse, oo^tetis 
de refonnadone rei eodeaiastice : nam nunqnam fuit magis 
neoesae; nee status ecdesis yestra studia magk nnqtwin de- 
ad^ravit Est enim "spoiisa Christi ecdesia, quam voluit 
yie sme macula et abie n^ esae^ hictBL turpis et defbnnis; 
ut Esaias kMjuitur, Civiku fiddM Jkda est mereiriw; et ut 
Hieiemias ait» Forfdcata eH cum amaioribus vuUHs: unde 
oonoejHt multa senuna iniqukads, et park fiructus quotidie 
tuipisfliiaos. Quamobrem kuc aceeasi hodie,. patres^ adimv 
neiidi yestri gratia^ ut de reformatkxne ecelesiae in isto vestra 
oondlio toio anima eogitetis. Aecessi autem non meo qui- 
dem qponte profecta; nam agnoscebam indignitatem meam^ 
et videbam etiam quam esset arduum tantorum viroriMn ex- 
actissimo jtKfido satisfiu^ere* Judicabam enim omnino in-- 
dignum, et ineptum, ac firape arrogans, ut ego servus admo- 
neamvoa dominos meos, ^go filius dooeam tos patres meos; 
ma^ yero hoc oxivenisset alicui uni ex patribus, id est, ex. 
vobis prsdatis, qui id et authoritate graviore, et sapientia m»- 
jorefedsset. Yeruntamenobediendumfuitmandatoreveren- 
disami patris et domini nostri airchiepisoopi, praesidis hujus 
amciliiy qui hoc onus mihi certe grave imposuit ; quando- 
quidem l^pmus Samuelem projdietam dixisse, meliorem esse 
obedienHam quam vidimam, Quapropter, patres et viri 
praestantiasimi, tos oro, obtestorque, ut hoe die imbecilli- 
tatem meam bonitate et patientia vestra sustineatis; deinde. 
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ut me in prindijHo juvetis piis oralioiiibus yestria ; atque 
ante omnia, fimdamus preoes nostras ad Deum Patrem 
omnipotentem. Inprimis in oratione nostra memores S. 
D. nostri papie, et omnium pastorum spiritualium, cum 
toto populo Christiano: memores ddnde reverendissimi pa- 
tris et domini nostri aichiepiscojn, praeadis hujus oondlii, 
et omnium dominorum episcoponun, ac totius cleri et totius 
populi Anglicani : memores postremo hujus oongregationis 
vestne et conyentus ; rogantes Deum, ut insjnret animos 
yestros sic unanimiter oonyenire, ad talem yidetioet eodefflie 
utilitatem et fructum, ut peracto oondlio, non frustni et me 
causa congregati fuisse yideamur. Uniyersi dicamus, Paier 

Exhortaturus yos, reyerendi patres, ad studium refw- 
mandi ecdesiastici status, pn^terea quod nihil tarn deforma- 
yit fadem eccleaie quam in derids et sacerdotibus ratio 
yiyendi secularis et mundana; nesdo unde ocmyenientius 
sumam exordium sermonis mei, quam ab apostolo Paulo, 
in cujus jam templo congregamini. Is enim scribens ad 
Rmnanos, et in persona illorum ad yos didt, Noliie con^ 
Jbrmaari hmc secuh; sed refbrmamini in naoitaie senmu 
vegirij at prcibeAs qua sU voluntas Dei bona^ beneplacenij 
eiperfictaK Usee scripdt apostolus ad omnes Christianos ; 
maxime autem ad sacerdotes et episoopos : sunt enim saoer- 
dotes et ejnsoop lumina mundi. Nam illis dint Salyator, 
Vas esHs htx mundi; et idem ait, Si lumen quod inieest 
tenebr€erinijips€Btenebr{BquanUBeruntf Hoe est, si sacer- 
dotes et episcopi, ipsa lumina, currant in yia seculi tene- 
brosa, quam erit tunc tenebrosus ipse populus seculaiis? 
Quare maxime sacerdotibus et episcojns didt Paulus, NoUie 
confbrmari huic secuIOf sed refbrmamini, Quibus yerbis 
duo fadt apostolus; primum, prohibet ne seculo conforme- 
mur, et efBdamur camales ; ddnde jubet, ut reformemur in 
Dei spiritum, quo simus spirituales. Ego yero hunc ordi- 
nem sequens, primum dicam de cof^brmaiionei deinde de 
refbrm£iiione: NoHUj inquit, confbrmari huic seculo. Secu- 
lum yero appellat apostolus rationem et modum yiyendi se^ 
• Rom. xii. 2. 
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cularem ; quae maxime in quatuor malis hujus mundi con- 
sistit, viz. in diabolica auperbia^ in camaii concupiscentiay 
in niundana avaritia^ in negotiatione seculari. H<bc in 
mundo sunt, teste Johanne apostolo, in Epistola sua ca- 
nonica: inquit enim ; Omne quod est in mundoy aut est con- 
cupiscentia camis, aut concupiscentia octdorum, aut su- 
perbia vitie. Haec eadem modo sunt: et regnant in ec- 
desia, et in ecclesiasticis hominibus, ut videamur vere 
poBse dicere ; omne quod est in ecdesia, aut est concu- 
piscentia camiSf aut ocuhrum, aut superbia vitce, Inpri- 
mis, (ut de superbia vitCB loquar,) Quanta sit his diebus 
in hominibus ecclesiasticis aviditas et appetitus honoris et 
dignitatis ; quam anhelans cursus a beneficio ad beneficium, 
a minore ad majus, ab humiliori ad altius, quis est qui non 
videt? Quis autem videns non doleat? Praeterea in ipsis 
dignitatibus qui sunt, plerique eorum incedunt vultu adeo 
erecto, et oculis tarn sublimibus, ut non in humili praesulatu 
Christi, sed in alto dominatu mundi positi esse videantur, 
non agnoscentes, nee animadvertentes, quidnam magister 
humiUtatis, Christus, dixerat discipulis suis, quos vocavit ad 
praesulatum : Principes gentitiniy inquit, dominantur eorum; 
et qui mofores suntypotestaiem habent : vobis autem non sic ; 
sed qui est major inter vos, sit itte minister; qui primus^ sit 
omnium servus: venii enim Filius hominis, non ministrari^ 
sed miniatrare, Quibus verbis docet plane Salvator, ma^ste- 
rium in eoclesia nihil aliud esse quam ministerium; et pri- 
matum in ecxdesiastioo homine nihil esse aliud quam humilem 
aervitutem. Secundum autem malum seculare, quae concu- 
piscentia camalis est; nonne hoc vitium ita inundavit ec- 
clesiam quasi flumine voluptatis suae, ut nihil studiosius 
quasratur in hoc confusissimo tempore a maxima parte sacer- 
dotum, quam quod sensum oblectet, sensuique placeat. 
Conviviis et epulationibus se dedunt, in vanas confabu- 
lationes se eifundunt, se ludis et jocis tradunt, se aucupiis et 
venationibus accommodant, in deliciis hujus seculi se im- 
mergunt, conquisitores et inventores voluptatum in pretio 
habent. In quod genus hominum exclamat Judas apostolus 
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in Epistola sua canonica, dicens ; Vcb iHis, qui in viam Cain 
abterunt Hi sunt in epulis suis, macuUe conxAoofnteSy 
sine timore sibimetipsis placentes; fluctus feri maris de- 
spumantes stuis con/usiones; quibus proceUa tenebrarufn 
reserviUa est in istemum. Avaritia autem, quod tertium 
seculare malum est ; quod Joannes apostolus appellat con- 
cupiscentiam oculorumy Paulus vocat idohiatriam : haec te- 
terrima pestis ita invasit animos fere omnium sacerdotum, 
et ita mentis oculos excsecavit, ut ad omnia jam cseci simus, 
nisi ad ea solum qusB videntur nobis lucra afferre posse. Nam 
in his diebus quid aliud quasrimus in eccleaa quam pinguia 
beneficia, et promotiones; in ipsis deinde promotionibus 
quid aliud numeramus quam fructus et proven tus? Ad 
quos inflammamur tanta aviditate ; ut quot ac quie onera, 
ac quam magna sacerdotia suscipimus, dummodo magnos 
habeant reditus, non curemus. O avaritia, oerte te Paulus 
appellavit omnium malorum radicem. Ex te enim est bene- 
ficiorum aliorum supra alia aocumulatio : ex te, ex multis 
resignatis beneficiis tam magnse assignatse penaones : ex te 
certamina de decirois, de oblatis, de mortuariis, de dilapida- 
tionibus, jure et titulo ecclesise; proquibus non minus quam 
pro ipsa vita nostra digladiamur. O avaritia, ex te onerosee vi- 
sitadones episcoporum; ex te oorruptiones curiarum, et inven- 
tiones istae quotidie novae, quibus miser populus devexatur ; 
ex te procacitas et petulantia oflicialium. O avaritia, mater 
omnis iniquitatis ; ex te in ordinariis istud ardens studium 
amplificandae suae jurisdictionis : ex te in ordinariis ista in- 
sana et rabiosa contentio de insinuatione testamentonim : ex 
te intempestivae sequestraUones fructuum : ex te ista super- 
stitiosa observatio legum earum omnium, quae lucrosae sunt; 
posthabitis et neglectis eis quae ad emendationem morum 
spectant Quid numerem reliqua? Ut summatim dicam, ut 
uno verbo concludam ; omnis corruptela, omnis ecdesiae ru- 
ina, omnia mundi scandala sunt ex avaritia sacerdotum, se- 
cundum illud Pauli, quod repeto iterum, et inculco in aures 
vestras ; Radix omnium malorum cupiditas. Quartum au- 
tem seculare malum quod deformat faciem ecclesiae, et mt^ 
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culat, est amdua occupatio secularise in qua se implicant 
multi sacerdotes et episcopi his diebus ; servi magis homi- 
num quam Dei, milites hujus mundi magis quam Christi : 
nam apostolus Paulus scribit ad Timotheum ; Nemo milU 
tans Deo implicat se negotiis secularibus. Milites autem 
D^ sacerdotes sunt : militia vero eorum non est carnalis, 
sed spritualis : nam militia nostra est orare, legere, et me- 
ditari scripturas, ministrare verbum Dei, ministrare sacnu 
menta salutis, saciificare pro populo, et pro peocatis eorum 
hostias offerre. Sumus enim sequestri et medii ad Deum 
pro honunibus ; quod testatur Paulus, ad Hebraeos scribens : 
OmniSj inquit, pontifex ex hominibus assumptus pro ho- 
minibus constituitur in his qucB suni ad Deumj ut offerat 
dona et sacr^cia pro peccatis. Unde apostoU, illi primi sa- 
cerdotes et episcopi, tarn abhorruerunt ab omni attrectatione 
perum secularium, ut ne necessarium quidem victum egenti- 
bus ministrare voluerint, tametn id magnum sit opus pie- 
tatis ; sed dixerunt : Non est aquvm nobis reUnguere ver- 
bum Dei et ministrare mensis; nos autem orationi et mini- 
sterio verbi Dei instantes erimus. Et ad Corinthios clamat 
Paulus; Si seadaria negotia habueritis^ contemptibiU- 
ores qui sunt in ecclesia vos constituite ad judicandum. 
Profecto ex ista secularitate, et quod clerici et sacerdotes, 
omissis s{nritualibus, se involvunt occupationibus terrenis, 
multa mala sequuntur. Primum, dehonestatur dignitas sa- 
cerdotalis, quss est major quam aut regia aut imperatoria ; 
est enim sequalis angelicse. At hujus eminentise splendor ob- 
scuratur caligine, quando sacerdotes versantur in terrenis, 
quorum conversatio debet esse in aelis. Secundo, sacer- 
dotium contemnitur, quando nihil interest inter tales sacer* 
dotes et lucos, sed (secundum Ozee prophetiam) sicutpopu- 
bis, ita est sacerdos. Tertio, pulcher ordo hierarchicus in ec- 
clesia confunditur, quando summi in ecclesia tractant vilia et 
terrena, et loco eorum viles et abjectae personse exercent sum- 
ma et ccelestia. Quarto, populus ipse laicus scandalizatur, 
et in ruinam impellitur, quando quorum ofBcium est trahere 
homines ab hoc mundo, hi assiduitate sua in seculo docent 
homines amare hunc mundum ; et ex amore mundi in ge- 
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hennam praecipitantur. Pneterea in ipns sacerdotibus sic 
intricatis sequitur necessario hypocrisis ; nam oommixti oon- 
fusique cum laicis, sub veste et habitu sacerdotali ducunt 
▼itam plane laicalem. Item infirmitas spiritualis, et quidam 
servilis timor, quin enervati aquis hujus mundi nihil aude- 
ant nee facere, nee dicere, nisi ea quae noverint suis prin- 
cipibus grata et placentia. Postremo, ignorantia et caecitas, 
quando obeaBcati tenebris hujus seculi, nihil vident nisi ter- 
rena. Quare non sine causa Salvator noster Christus admo- 
nuit prselatos ecclesiae suae ; AttendUe, inquit, ne graveniwr 
corda vestra crapula et ebrietaie^ et curis hujus secuR: 
curisj inquit, httpis seculi ; quibus aggravata corda sacer- 
dotum ad alta se attollere, et ad coelestia se elevare non pos- 
sunt. Multa sunt praeterea alia quae sequuntur mala ex se- 
cularitate sacerdotum, quae longum esset enumerare; sed 
facio finem. Haec sunt ilia quatuor mala quae dixi, O patres, 
O sacerdotes, quibus conformamur huic seculo, quibus de- 
formatur facies ecclesiae, quibus ejus status destruitur; sane 
plusquam, aut olim in principio, ilia persecutione tyrannica, 
aut deinde post invasione quae secuta est heretica. Nam in 
persecutione tyrannorum devexata ecclesia, facta fuit forUor 
et iUustrior ; in invasione haereticorum agitata ecclessia, facta 
fuit sapientior, et sacrarum literarum peritior : at ista ini- 
quissima secularitate introducta, posteaquam irrepserit in ec- 
clesiasticos homines ratio vivendi secularis, radix omnia sp.- 
ritualis vitae, ipsa charitas extincta est : qua sublata, nee sa- 
piens nee fortis in Deo ecclesia esse potest In hoc qiioque 
tempore etiam magnam sentimus contradictionem a laids: 
sed illi non tam adversantur nobis quam nos ipsi : nee con- 
.tradictio eorum tam nos laedit quam contradictio malas vitae 
nostrae, quae contradicit Deo et Christo: nam ille inquit; 
(iui non est mecum^ contra me est. Infestamur etiam hoc 
tempore ab haereticis hominibus, mira stultitia insanientibus; 
sed ilia haeresis eorum non tam est pestifera et pemiciofia 
nobis et populo, quam mala et depravata vita sacerdotum ; 
quae, si credamus divino Bernardo, est quaedam species 
haeresis, et omnium mmcima et pemiciosissima. Nam pra^- 
dicans sanctus ille pater in quadam convocatione ad sacer* 
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dotes 8ui tempoiis, in quodam sermone ita inquit, his verbis : 
*< Multi sunt Catholici loquendo et prsedicando, qui iidem 
*^ sunt haeretici operando ; nam quod hseretici faciunt pravis 
** dogmatibus, hoc faciunt illi malis exemplis; seducuntpopu- 
^* lum, et inducunt in errorem vitse ; et tanto graviores sunt 
" haereUcis,quantopr8evalent opera verbis."" HaecBemardus, 
ille sanctus pater, magno et ardenti spiritu, in sectam ma^ 
lorum sacerdotum sui temporis: quibus verbis signiiicat 
plane duplicem esse haereticam pravitatem ; unam perverse 
doctrinae, et alteram perversa^ vitae ; quarum posterior haec est 
pejor, et pemiciosior, quae regnat in ecclesia, ad miserum 
ecclesiae interitum, sacerdotibus non sacerdotaliter sed secu- 
lariter viventibus. Quare vos patres, vos sacerdotes, vos 
omnes clerici, exper^scimini aliquando, et exur^te ex isto 
vestro somno in hoc mundo lethargico ; et evigilantes, tan- 
dem audite Paulum clamantem vobis; Nciite canfbrmari 
hnAc seculo. Et haec de prima parte. Nunc veniamus ad 
secundam. 

Secunda pars, de reformations 

Sed refbrmamini %n nonMaU sensus vestri. Secundum 

autem quod jubet Paulus est, ut refbrmemur in tuyvum 

sensfi/m; ut sapiamus ea quae sunt Dei, reformemur ad ea 

quae sunt hiis quae modo dixi contraria ; videlicet, ad humili- 

tatem, ad sobrietatem, ad charitatem, ad occupationes spi- 

lituales; ut quemadmodum scribit idem Paulus ad Titum, 

AbneganUs impieiatem et secularia desideriay sobrie, etjustey 

etpU vivamus in hoc sectUo. Haec autem reformatio et re- 

stauratio eodesiastici status, oportet, indpiat a vobis patnbus 

nostris ; et sic deinceps in nos sacerdotes vestros, et in totum 

clerum derivetur. Vos enim estis capita nostra. Vos estis 

exemplar vivendi nobis. Ad vos spectamus tanquam ad 

agna direcdonis nostrae. In vobis et in vita vestra, cupimus 

legere tanquam in vivis libris, quonam pacto ipsi vivamus. 

Quare si volueritis videre festucas nostras, prius tollite 

trabes de oculis vestris. Est autem antiquum proverbium, 

Medicey cura teipsum. Vos medici spirituales, primum de- 

gustate vos istud pharmacum expurgationis morum, et de- 

inde idem nobis degustandum propinetis. Via autem qua 
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reformetur ecdesia, et in meliorem formam restituatur, mm 
est quidem condere novas leges, (sunt enim leges satis mul- 
tse et numerosse,) ut ait Salomon, NihU est novum 9ub scle. 
Nam morbi qui nunc sunt in ecdesia, antea in prsetmtis se- 
culis fuerunt. Et nullum est erratum cui patres optima re- 
media non providerunt. Nullse sunt transfgressiones quarum 
in corpore juris canonici non extant l^es cohibitrices. Non 
est opus ergo ut condantur novae leges et constitutiones ; 
sed ut serventur conditse. Quare in ista vestra oongre- 
gatione vocentur in medium, et redtentur leges quae sunt 
editae ; quae prohibent mala, quaeque bona praedpiunU Im- 
primis recitentur leges illae quae admonent vos, patres, ne 
manus vestras dto alicui imponatis, admittatisve ad sacros 
ordines. Nam illic fons malorum est ; quod aperta janua sa- 
crorum ordinum, omnes qui se offerunt, passim sine repulsa 
admittuntur. Hinc scaturit et emanat ista turba quae est in 
ecclesia, et indoctorum et malorum sacerdotum. Non enim, 
meo judido, satis est sacerdoti constructio collectae, propo- 
sitio quaestiunculae, responsio ad sophisma; sed multo magis 
bona et pura et sancta vita, probati mores, mediocris doc- 
trina scripturarum, aliqua oognitio sacramentorum ; ante 
omnia timor Dei, et amor vitae coelestis. Redtentur leges 
quae jubent ut benefida ecclesiastica dignis oonferantur, et 
promodones fiant in ecclesia recto examine virtutis; non af- 
fectione camali, non acceptatione personarum ; quo fit his 
diebus, ut pueri pro senibus, stulti pro sapientibus, mali pro 
bonis regant et dominentur. Recitentur leges quae militant 
contra symoniacam labem ; quae lues, quae contagio, quae 
dira pestis, late serpit modo, ut cancer, per animos sacer- 
dotum ; ut non vereantur plerique his diebus predbus et 
obsequiis, praemiis, poUidtationibus, comparare sibi magnas 
dignitates. Recitentur leges quae jubent personalem residen- 
tiam curatorum in eoclesiis suis: nam ex hoc multa mala 
nascuntur, quod omnia hiis diebus in ecclesia fiunt per ope- 
ram vicariam, et homines substitutos ; et eos quoque inep- 
tos, et inidoneos, ac saepe iniquos, qui nihil aliud in plebe 
nisi sordidum lucrum quaerunt ; unde scandala, unde hae- 
reses, unde in populo mala Christianitas. Redtentur leges 
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et sanctie regulae traditse a patribus de vita et honestate cle- 
rioorum ; quae prohibent ne clericus sit mercatcH*, ne sit foe- 
nerator, ne sit venator, ne sit publicus lusor, ne sit arma 
gereoB ; l^es qu» prohibent clericis frequentare tabernas, 
suspectas habere familiaritates cum mulierculis^ leges quae 
jubent sobrietatem et modestiam in vestibus, et in corporis 
cultu temperantiam. Recitentur etiam istis dominis monachis 
et reli^osis leges, quae jubent, ut via larga seculi relicta, in- 
cedant arcta via, quae dudt ad vitam ; quae jubent, ut non 
insistant nq;otiis, nee secularibus, nee ecclesiasticis; quae 
jubent, ut non Utigent in curiis principum pro rebus ter- 
renis. Nam in Calciden. condlio est ; monachos se debere 
tradere duntaxat orationi et jejunio, et castigationi suae 
camis, et observatiom disciplinae suae monasticae. Ante om- 
nia vero redtentur leges quae pertinent et spectant ad vos, 
reverendos patres et dominos episcopos. Leges de justa et 
canonica electione vestra, in capitulis eoclesiarum, cum in- 
vocatione divini Spiritus : nam propterea quod hoc non fit 
his diebus, et quia saepe eliguntur praelati niagis favoribus 
hominum, quam gratia Dd : idcirco habemus certe nonnun- 
quam episcopos parum spirituales, homines magis mundanos 
quam ccelestes, sapientes magis sjnritum hujus muhdi quam 
spiritum Christi. Recitentur leges de residentia episcoporum 
in dicBcesibus suis ; quae jubent ut intendant animarum sa- 
luti, ut verbum Dei seminent, ut in suis ecclesiis, saltem 
magnis diebus festis, appareant, ut sacrificent pro populo 
suo, ut causas pauperum audiant, ut orphanos pupillos, et 
viduas sustineant, ut semper in operibus pietatis se exerce- 
ant Recitentur leges de patrimonio Christi bene distribu- 
endo ; leges quae jubent ut bona ecclesiae exponantur, non 
in sumptuosb aedifidis, non in apparatibus et pompis, non 
in conviviis et oommessationibus, non in luxu et lascivia, 
ncm in ditandis consanguineis, non in alendis canibus, sed in 
rebus eodesiae utilibus et necessariis : nam interroganti Au- 
gusdno, Anglorum episoopo, quomodo episoopi et praelati 
Angliae exponent bona sua quae sunt fidelium oblationes, re- 
spondit papa Oregorius, (et ejus responsio ponitur in Decret. 
c^. xii. q. secunda,) Bon^ videlicet episcoporum in quatuor 
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partes dividi oportere; quanim una pars episcopo et &- 
miliar, altera clericis suis, tertia reparandis sedificiis, quarta 
pauperibus debeatur. Redtentur leges, et iterum atque 
iterum recitentur leges illae, quae toUunt sordes et spurcitiaa 
curiarum, quse amputant istas artes quotidie novas inveni- 
endi lucri ; quae conantur extirpare et eradicare istam tetram 
avaridam, quae est origo et causa omnis mail, quae est fons 
totius iniquitatis. Renoventur postremo illse leges et con- 
stitutiones patrum de celebratione oonciliorum ; quae jubent, 
ut provincialia concilia frequentius pro reformatione ecdesiae 
celebrentur : nam nunquam accidit ecclesiae Christi res ma- 
gis detrimentosa quam omissio conciliorum, turn generalium, 
turn provincialium. Hiis legibus et hujusmodi aliis recitatb 
quae ad rem pertinent, quaeque ad correctionem morum 
spectant ; superest ut eaedem cum omni authoritate et im- 
perio mandentur executioni, ut habentes legem aliquando 
secuixdum legem vivamus. Qua quidem in re tos potissi- 
mum, debita cum reverentia, patres appello. Nam ista le- 
gum executio, et observatio constitutionum a vobis incipiat 
oportet, ut vivis exemplis doceatis nos sacerdotes vos imitarL 
Alioquin certe dicetur de vobis : Imponunt onera gravia hu- 
meris aliorum ; ipsi atUem ne digito quidem suo vcluni ea 
mcyoere, Vos autem, si servaveritis leges, sique ad normam 
et regulam canonum vitam vestram imprimis reformaveritis; 
tunc dabitis nobis lumen, in quo quid nobis faciendum 
sit videamus ; lumen videlicet optimi exempli vestri ; nos- 
que videntes patres nostros servare leges, Ubenter patrissa- 
bimus, id est, vestigia patrum nostrorum sequemur. Refor- 
mata autem parte clericali et sacerdotali in ecclesia, possumus 
tunc justo online procedere ad reformationem partis laicalis. 
Quod quidem facillimum erit factu, si prius nos reformat! 
fuerimus : nam corpus sequitur animam, et quales in dvitate 
rectores, tales inhabitantes in ea. Quapropter si sacerdotes 
ipsi, animarum rectores, fuerint boni, statim populus se- 
quetur bonus, fionitas enim nostra dooebit eos ut boni 
sint, clarius quam omnes aliae doctrinae et praedicationes : 
bonitas nostra coget eos in viam rectam, efficacius certe 
quam omnes vestrae suspensiones et excommunicationes. 
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Quamohrem si voletis laioos vivere pro voto et voluntate 
▼estra, tos ipsi prius vivite pro voluntate Dei : atque ita 
(mihi credite) quod volueritis, in eis facile assequemini. Vos 
▼ultis obedientiam ab eis. Et justum est; nam in Epistola 
ad Hebr. sunt verba Pauli ad laicos: Obedite, inquit, pra^ 
posiHs vestrisy et mbjacete eis. Sed si volueritis istam obe- 
dientiam, perfidte prius in vobis rationem et causam obedi- 
entise, quam tradit idem Faulus ; et sequitur in textu : hoc 
est ; PervigilaUy rcOionem reddituri de animabus eorum, et 
obedient vobis. Vos vultis honorem a populo : justum est. 
Nam scribit Paulus ad Timoth^um ; Qui bene pnesunt 
presbyterij duplid hofwre dkgni sunt; maxime qid laborant 
verbo et doctrina. Cupientes ergo honorem, bene prseside- 
atis prius, et laboretis in verbo et doctrina ; et tum vos po- 
pulus omni honore prosequetur. Vos vultis metere camalia 
eorum, et colligere decimas et oblationes sine reluctatione. 
Justum est : nam didt Paulus ad Romanos scribens : Debi- 
tores sunty et debent in camalibus ministrare vobis. Sed 
volentes metere camalia eorum, prius seminate vos spiritu- 
alia vestra; et tunc abunde camalia eorum metetis. Nam 
durus est ille homo et injustus, qui vult metere ubi non se- 
minaveritj et coUigere vbi non disperserit. Vos vultis liber- 
tatem ecdesiasticam, et non trahi ad judicia secularia. Et 
hoc quoque justum est: nam in Psal. est; Nolite tangere 
Christos meos. Sed cupientes istam hbertatem, solvite vos 
prius a servitute mundana et ab obsequiis hominum ; et ven- 
dicate vos in veram libertatem Christi, spiritualem liberta- 
tern in gratia a peocatis; et servite Deo, et regnate in ipso : et 
tunc (credatis mihi) populus non tanget Christos Domini 
Dd sui. Vos vultis securitatem, quietem, et pacem. Et hoc 
decet Sed volentes pacem, redeatis ad Deum pads et di- 
lecdonis ; redeatis ad Christum, in quo est vera pax Spiri- 
tus, quie exuperat omnem sensum ; redeatis ad vos, et ad 
veram vitam sacerdotalem. Atque postremo, quod jubet 
Paulus, Re/brmemini in novitatem sensus vestri, ut sapiaiis 
ea qua sunt Dei; etpax Dei erit vobiscum. 

Haec sunt, reverendi patres, vosque viri praedari, quae de 
reformatione ecdesiastid ordinis dicenda putavi. Ea, spero. 
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pro vestra humanitate, in bonam partem aocipietis. Quod 
fidcubi forte in sermone hoc modum excessisse iridear; si- 
quid intemperantius dixisse ; ignoscite mihi : et date veniam 
bomini ex zeio loquenti ; homini dolenti ruinam eodesiie : 
et prstennissis meis ineptiis, considerate rem ipsam. Con- 
siderate miseram ecclesise formam et statum : et in ejus 
reformatione totis animis incumbite. Nolite, paties, nolite 
sinere istum vestrum tarn oelebrem conventum abite in va- 
num. Nolite pati istam vestram congregationem elabi in 
nihilum. Congregamini quidem saspe. Sed (ut vestra pace, 
quod verum est, dicam) non iddeo, quis adhuc fructus, pne. 
sertim eodesiae, ex istiusmodi conventibus cat consecutus. 
Ite modo in Spiritu quem invocastis, ut ejus auxilio adjuti, 
in isto vestro concilio possitis ea exoogitare, statuere, de- 
cemere ; quae sint ecdesiae utilia ; quae vobis laudi, que 
Deo honori : cui &it omnis honor et gioria in secula secu- 
lorum. Amen. 
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THE SERMON 



OP 



DR. COLETE, 
MADE TO THE CONVOCATION AT PAULIS. 



X E are come to gether^ to daye, fathers and ryghte wyse 
men to entre oouncell : in the whiche, what ye wyll do, and 
what matters ye wyll handell, yet we understande nat. But 
we wysshe, that ones remembring your name and profesdon, 
ye wold mynde the reformation of the churches matter. 
For hit was neuer more nede. And the state of the churche 
dyd neuer desyre more youre endeuours. For the spouse 
of Christe, the churche, whom ye wolde shulde be without 
spotte or wrynde, is made foule and euyl fauored, as saith 
Esaias: The JbUkfuU cite is made an harloUe: and as 
saythe Hieremias : She hath done lechery with many huers : 
wherby she hath oonceiued manye sedes of wyckednes, and 
dayly bryngethe forthe very foule frute. Wherfore I came 
hyther to day fathers, to wame you, that of this your coun- 
cell, with all your mynde, ye thynke upon the reformation 
of the churche. But for sothe I came nat wyllyngly : for I 
knewe myne unworthynes. I sawe besyde, how harde it 
was to please the predse iugement of so many men. For I 
iuged it vtterly vnworthy and vnmete, ye and almost to mal- 
apert, that I a seruant, shulde counsayle my lordes ; that I 
a Sonne, shulde teache you my fathers. Truely it had bene 
meter for some one of the fiftthers, that is to say, you pre- 

* A more modern tntulation of 12mo. with others of Dr. Howard, 
this Sermon by T. Smith, B. D. of &c and notes on it and Erasmus's 
Cambridfe, was printed there 1661, life of Colet. GouoH. 
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lates myght haue done it with more graue auctorite, and 
greatter wysedome. But the oommaundement was to be 
obeyed of the most reuerent father and lorde, the archebys- 
shoppe, presydent of this councell, whiche layde ypon me 
this bourden, truly to heuy for me. We rede, that the pro- 
phette Samuell sayd: Obedience is better than sacr^ce. 
Wherfore fathers and ryghte worthy men, I pray you, and 
beseche you, that this day ye wold susteyne my weakenes 
with your goodnes and pacience. Farthermore to help me 
at the begynnynge with your good prayers. And before all 
thynge let us pray unto Grod the Father allmyghty. Fyrste 
remembrynge our most holye father the pape, and all spi- 
ritual pastours, with all Christen people, farthermore the 
moost reverent father and lorde, the archebishoppe presi- 
dent of this councell, and al bisshops, and all the clergie, 
and all the people of Englande: remembrynge fynally 
this youre congregation, desyrynge Grod to inspire your 
myndes so aocordyngly to agre, to suche profyt and frute 
of the churche that ye seme nat after the councell fynysshed 
to have been gethered to gether in vayne and without 
cause. Lette us all saye PtUer noster. 

To exhorte you reuerent fathers to the endevour of re- 
formation of the churches estate : because that nothynge 
hath so disfigured the face of the churche, as hath the fa- 
cion of secular and worldly lyuynge in derkes and pristes: 
I knowe nat where more conueniently to take begynnyng of 
my tale, than of the apostle Paule, in whose temple ye are 
gathered to gether. For he writynge unto the Romanes, and 
vnder their name vnto you saith : Be you not conformed to 
this Toorlde : but be you reformed in the neumes tf youre 
understandynge, that ye may prove what is the good wyU of 
God wettpleasinff and perfecte. This dyd the apostle wiyte 
to all Christen men, but most chiefly unto pristes and bys- 
shops. Pristes and bishops are the light of the worlde. 
For vnto them sayde our Sauiour : You are the lyghte of the 
worIde\ And he sayde also : If the lyghte that is in the be 

^ Sir Thomas More, in Ids book of Serrooo. '< Ab I herde odjb maTtter 
Dialogues, fol. 83, speaks thus of this ** Colett the good deane of Pbwlys 
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darkened f howe darlce shaU the darkenes he f That is to 
say, if pristes and bysshops, that shulde be as lyghtes, ronne 
in the darke way of the world, howe darke than shall the 
secular people be? Wherfore saynt Paul sayde chiefly 
unto pristes and bysshops : Be you not amfbrviahle to this 
worlds but be ye reformed. In the whiche wordes the apostle 
dothe two thinges. Fyrst he doth forbyd that we be nat con- 
formable to the worlde and be made carnall. Farthermore he 
doth command that we be reformed in the spyryte of God, 
where by we are spirituall. I entendynge to foUowe this or- 
der, I wyl speke first of conformation, than after of reform- 
ation. A^^ouno^, saythhe,con/&rmai2^to^At«u^Qr2{2f. The 
apostle calleth the worlde, the wayes and maner of secular 
lyuyng : the whiche chiefly doth reste in foure euylles of this 
worlde : that is to say in diuilysh pride, in carnall concupi- 
scence, in worldly couetousnes, in secular busynes : these are 
in the worlde, as saynt John the apostle witnesseth in his pistell 
canonicaU. For he saythe ; AU thynge that is in the worlde, 
is either the concupiscence ofthe^flesshCy or the concupiscence 
of the eiesy orpryde qflyfe. The same are nowe and reygne 
in the churche, and in men of the churche, that we may 
seme truely to say, all thyng that is in the churche, is ei- 
ther concupiscence of fleshe, or eies, or pryde of life. And 
fyrste for to speake of pryde of lyfe, howe moche gredynes 
and appetite of honour and dignitie is nowe a dayes in men 
of the churche ? Howe ronne they, ye almost out of brethe 
from one benefice to an other : from the lesse to the more, 
from the lower to the hygher? who seethe nat this? who 
seynge this sorowethe nat ? More over these that are in the 
same dignities the moost parte of them doth go with so 
stately a countenance and with so hyghe lokes, that they 
seme nat to be put in the humble bysshoprike of Christ, 

" preche. He sayde that yt can be ** must nedys waxe nnsavery. And 

** none other, bat that we tnuate ever ** he saythe that they be the lyght of 

'* be one degree nnder the dergye. ** the world. Add tiien yf the lyght 

" For surely as he sayd yt can be no " sayth he be darkned, bow dark 

** lye that oar Savyoure saythe hym- ** then wyl the darknes be, that ys to 

«' selfe^ whyche saythe of them» that ** wytte all the world besyde, whereof 

" they be die salt of the erthe. And *' he called the clergye onely the 

*<yf the salt onysapalle, the workle « lyghte." North. 
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but rather in the high lordship, and power of the worlde, 
nat knowynge, nor aduertisinge, what Christe, the mayster 
of all mekenes, sayd unto his disciples, whome he called to 
be bysshoppes and pristes: Theprtncis ofpecpUj sayth he, 
haue lordshipp of them : and those that be in auctorite haue 
power: but do ye nat so: but he that is greatter amonge 
you, let him be minister. He that is highest in dignitie, be 
he the seruant qfal men. The Sonne of man came nat to 
be mynystred vnto, but to minystre. By whiche words 
our Sauiour dothe playnly teache, that the maistry in the 
churche, is none other thynge than a ministration : and the 
hygh dignilie in a man of the churche to be none other 
thing than a meke seruice. 

The seconde secular euyll is carnal concupscence. Hath 
nat this vice so growen and waxen in the churche as a fludde 
of thejrr luste? so that there is nothynge loked for more 
diligently, in this moost besy tyme, of the most parte of 
pristes, than that that dothe delite and please the senses ? 
They gyue them selfe to feastes and bankettynge : they 
spend them selfe in vaine bablyng : they gyue them selfe 
to sportes and plays : they applye them selfe to huntynge 
and haukynge : they drowne them selfe in the delytes of 
the worlde. Procurers and fynders of lustes they set by. 
Against the whiche kynd of men, Judas the apostle ciieth 
out in his pistle, sayeng : Wo unto them whiche haue gone 
the way of Cain. They arejbule and besily,festing in their 
meates wiihoutjearcy^adyng them self^:fluddes of the wylde 
see:Jbmynge out their confusions: unto whom the storme of 
darkenes is reseruedjbr euerlastyng. 

Couetousnes is the thyrde secular euyll: the whiche 
saynt John the apostle callethe concupiscence of the ties: 
saynt Paule calleth hit idolatry. This abominable pesti- 
lence hath so entred in the mynde, almoost of all pristes, 
and so hath blynded the eies of the minde, that we are 
blynde to all thynges, but onely unto those, whiche seme 
to brynge vnto vs some gaines. For what other thinge 
seke we nowe a dayes in the churche, than fatte benefices 
and hygh promotions? ye and in the same promotions, of 
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whut other thyng do we passe upon, than of our tithes and 
rentes ? That we caie nat howe many, howe chargeful, howe 
great benefices we take, so that they be of greatte valure. O 
couetousnes: saint Paule iustly called the the roote qfal 
euyU. Of the cometh this heaping of benefices upon bene^ 
fices: of the so great pensions assigned of many benefyces 
resygned : of the, all the suynge for tithes, for cdflfrynge, for 
mortuaries, for delapidations, by the ryght and tide of the 
churche : for the whiche thing we stryue no lesse than for 
our owne life : O couetousnes : of the cometh these charge- 
ful visitations of byshops : of the cometh the corruptnes of 
courtes and these daily newe inuentions : where with the sely 
people are so sore vexed. Of the comedi the besyte and 
wantonnes of officials. O couetousnes mother of all iniquitie. 
Of the comedi this feruent study of ordinaries to dilate theyr 
iurisdictions : of the cometh this woode and ragenge con- 
tention in ordinaries, of the insinuation of testamentes : of 
the comedi the vndewe sequestradon of frutes: of the com- 
eth the supersdtious obseruyng of all those lawes, that sounde 
to any lucre, settynge a syde and dispisynge those that con- 
ceme the amendment of maners. What shuld I reberse the 
reste P To be shorte, and to conclude at one worde : all 
corruptnes, all the decaye of the churche, all the ofiences of 
the worlde, come of the couetousnes of pristes. Accordyng 
to that of saynt Paule, that here I repete agayne, and beate 
in to your eares : Couetousnes is the roote of all euyU. 

The fourthe secular euyll, that spotteth and maketh euyll 
fauored the face of the churche, is the continuall secular 
occupation : wherin pristes and byshops nowe a dayes doth 
besy them selfe, the seruantes rather of men than of God : 
the warriours radier of this worlde than of Christe. For 
the aposde Paule wryteth vnto Timothe : No man beinge 
Goddes souldioury turmoj/le hym selfe with secular e busynes. 
The warrynge of them is nat camall but spirituall. For 
oxae warrynge is to pray, to rede and study scriptures, to 
fMreache the worde of God, to mynistre the sacraments of 
helth, to do sacrifice for the people, and to ofite hostis for 
thor sinnes. For we are mediatours and means unto God for 
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men : the whiche saynt Paule wytnessethe, writiiige to the 
Hebrewes : Euery by^hoppe, sayth he, taken qfrnen^ m or- 
deynedjbr men in those thynges thai be unto Gody that he 
may offer gyfles and aacrijicesjxyr synnes. Wherefore those 
apostelsy that were the fyrst pristes and bishops, dydde so 
moehe abhorre from all maner of medlyng of secular thinges, 
that they wolde nat mynister the meate, that was necessaiye 
to poore people, all though that was a great worke of ver- 
tue : but tliey sayd : It is nat mete, that we shulde leaue the 
worde of God, and seme tables : we wyU be conttnuaUy in 
prayer J and preachynge the worde of God. And saynt Paul 
cryeth vnto die Corinthes : If you haue any secular besynes^ 
ordeyne them to be iugesy that be mooste in contempt in the 
churche. Without dout, of this secularitie, and that derkes 
and pristes, (leauynge all spiritualities,) do tourmoyle them 
selfe with erthly occupations, many euylls do folowe. Fyrst 
the dignitie of pristhode is dyshonoured, the whiche is 
greatter than other the kynges or emperours: it is egall 
with the dignite of angels, fiut the brightnes of this great 
dignitie is sore shadowed, whan pristes are occupied in 
erthly thinges : whose conuersation ought to be in heuen. 

Secondarily pristhode is despised, whan there is no differ- 
ence betwixt such pristis and lay people: but accordynge to 
the prophecy of Ozee, As the people be^ so are the pristes. 

Thirdly the beautiful ordre, and holy dignite in the 
churche, is confused, whan the highest in the churche do 
meddle with vile and erthly thynges : and in theyr stede, 
vyle and abiecte persons do exercise hygh and heuenly 
thynges. 

Fourthly the laye people haue great occasion of euyls and 
cause to fall, whan those men whose dutie is to drawe 
men from the affection of this worlde by their oontinuall 
conuersation in this worlde, teche men to loue this worlde, 
and of the loue of the worlde cast them downe heedlyng in 
to hell. 

More ouer in suche pristes, that are so besied, there must 
nedes folowe hypocrisy. For whan they bi so mixte and 
confused with the lay people, vnder the garment and habite 
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of a priste, they lyue playnely after the laye facion. Also 
by spiritual! wekenes and bondage feare, whan they are 
made weake with the waters of this worlde : they dare ney. 
ther do nor say, but suche thynges as they knowe to be plea- 
sant and thankefull to their princes. At laste ignorancy and 
blyndnes, whan they are blynded with the darkenes of 
this worlde, they se nothing but erthly thynges. Wherfore 
our sauiour Christe nat without cause, dyd wame the pre- 
lates of his churche : Take hede, (sayde he,) lest your hartes 
be greued with glokmy and drcnkenneSj and witii the cares 
qf Ms worlde J wiOi ike cares (saythe he) of this worlde^ 
wherwith the hartes of pristes beynge sore charged, they 
canne nat holde and lyfte vp their myndes to high and he- 
uenly thjmges. 

Many other euils ther be, besyde those that folowe of the 
secularitie of pristes, whiche were longe here to reheroe but 
I make an ende. 

These be the foure euyls that I haue spoken of, O fathers, 
O pristes, by the whiche we are conformable to this worlde, 
by the whiche the face of the churche is made euyll fauour- 
ed, by the whiche the state of it is destroyed, truly moche 
more than it was in the begynnyng by the persecution of 
tyrantes : or afterwarde by the inuasion that folowed of he- 
retykes. For in the persecution of tyrantes, the churche 
beynge vexed was made stronger and brygfater : in the inua- 
sion of heretykes, the churche beynge shaken, was made 
wyser and more cunnyng in holy wrytte. But sens this 
secularitie was broughte in, after that the secular maner of 
lyuynge crepte in, in the men of the churche : the roote of 
all spritual lyfe, that is to say, charite was extincte : the 
whiche taken awaye, there can nother wyse nor stronge 
churche be in Grod. 

In this tyme also we perceyue contradiction of the laye 
people. But they are nat so moche contrarye vnto us, as we 
are oure selfe: nor theyr oontrarines hurtetb nat vs so 
moche as the contrarynes of oure euyll lyfe, the whiche is 
contrary both to Grod and Christe. For he sayd : Who that 
is nat wUk me, is agaynst me. 
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We are also nowe a dayes greued of heretykeS) men mad 
with marueylous folysshenes : but the hereaes of them are 
nat so pestilent and pernicious vnto vs and the people, as 
the euyll and wicked lyfe of pristes : the whicbe (if we be- 
leue saynt Barnard) is a certeyn kynde of heresy, and chiefe 
of all, and most peiillous. For that same holy father, in a 
certayne conuocation, preachynge vnto the pristes of his 
tyme, in a certayne sermon, so he sayde by these wordes. 
** There be many catholyke and faythful men in speakynge 
^* and preachynge, the whiche same men are heretyckes in 
" workyng : for that that heretykes do by euyll teachynge : 
^' that same do they throughe euyll example, they leade the 
*< people oute of the right way, and brynge them in to er- 
** rour of lyfe. And so moche they are worse than here^ 
*^ tyckes, howe moche theyr workes preuaile theyr wordes.^ 
This that holye father saynt fiamarde, ¥[ith a great and a 
feruent spirite, sayde agaynste the sect of euyll pristes in his 
Qrme: by whiche wordes he shewethe playnly, to be two 
maner of heresies, the one to be of peruerse teachynge, and 
the tother of naughty life. Of whiche this later is worse 
and more peryllous: the whiche raygneth nowe in the 
churche in pristes, nat lyuynge pristly but secularly, to the 
vtter and miserable destruction of the churche. Wherefore 
you fathers, you pristes, and all you of the der^e, at the 
laste loke up and awake frome this y oure slepe in this forget- 
ful worlde : and at the laste (beynge well awaked) here Paule 
crienge vnto you : Be you nat confbrmable vnto this worldt. 
And this for the first part Nowe let us come to the seoonde. 
The seconde part of reformation. 

But be you reformed in the neumee ofyoure vnderstand- 
ynge- The seconde thynge that sajnt Paule oommandeth, 
is that we be reformed in to a newe vnderstandyngtj that 
we smelle those thynges that be of God. Be we reformed 
unto those thynges, that are contrary to those I spake af 
euen nowe : that is to say, to mekenes, to sobemes, to cha- 
ritie, to spiritual occupaticm : that as the sayd Paule writeth 
vnto Titus, Renyeng all mckednes and worldly de^yresy we 
hfue in thie worlde eoberbfj truly 9 and vertwmsly. 
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This reformation and restoring of the churches estate 
muste nedes begynne of you our fathers, and so folowe in 
vs your pristes, and in all the clergye : you are our heedes : 
you are an example of lyuing vnto vs. Unto you we loke 
as vnto markes of our direction. In you and in your lyfe 
we desyre to rede as in lyuely bokes, howe and after what 
facion we maye ly ue. Wherfore if you wyll ponder and loke 
vpon oure mottis, fyrste take awaye the blockes out of your 
eies. Hit is an olde prouerbe: Phisition heale iJiy selfe. 
You spiritual phisicions, fjrrst taste you this medicine of 
purgation of maners : and than after ofire vs the same to 
taste. 

The waye, whereby the churche maye be reformed in to 
better facion, is nat for to make newe lawes. For there be 
lawes many, inowe, and out of nombre, as Salomon saith : 
Ncihffng is newe vnder the 8<mne» For the euils that are 
nowe in the churche, were before in tyme paste, and there 
is no faute, but that fathers haue prouyded verye good re* 
medyes for hit. There are no trespaces, but that there be 
lawes agaynst them in the body of the canon lawe. Ther- 
fore hit is no nede, that newe lawes and constitutions be 
made : but that those, that are made all redye, be kepte, 
wherfore in this your assemble, let those lawes, that are 
made, be called before you and rehersed. Those lawes (I 
saye) that restrayne vice, and those that furder vertue. 

Fyrst let those lawes be rehersed, that do wame you fa- 
thers, that ye put nat ouer soone youre handes on euery 
man, or admitte vnto holy orders. For ther is the well of 
euila, that the brode gate of holy orders opened, euerye man 
that offerethe hym selfe, is ail where admytted without pull- 
ynge backe. Therof spryngeth and cometh out the peo- 
ple, that are in the churche both of vnlemed and euyll 
pristes. Hit is nat inoughe for a priste (after my iugement) 
to <xmstrue a collette, to put forth a question, or to answere 
to a sopheme, but moche more a good, a pure, and a holy 
life, approued maners, metely lemynge of holye scripture, 
some knowlege of the sacramentes. Chiefly and aboue all 
thynge, the feare of God, and loue of the heuenly lyfe. 

s2 
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Lette the lawes be rehened, that oommaiiiide that bene- 
fices of the churche be gyuen to those that are worthy: and 
that promotions be made in the churche by the ryghte ba- 
lance of vertue, nat by camall affection : nat by the acoep- 
tion of persones : wherby hit happenethe nowe a dayes that 
boyes for olde men, fooles for wise men, euyll for good do 
reigne and rule. 

Lette the lawes be rehersed, that warreth agaynst the 
spotte of symonie. The whiche ocnruption, the whiche in- 
fection, the whiche cruell and odible pestilence so creepedi 
nowe abrode, as the canker euyU, in the myndes of pristes, 
that manye of them are nat aferde now a dayes, both by 
prayer and seruice, rewardes and promesses, to gette them 
great dignities. 

Lette the lawes be rehersed, that commande personall 
resydence of curates in theyr churches. For of this 
many euyls growe: by cause all thynges now a dayes are 
done by vicaries and parysshe pristes : ye and those fooU 
ysshe idso, and vnmete : and often tymes wicked : that seke 
none other thynge in the people than foule lucre, wberof 
Cometh occanon of euyl heresies, and yl Christendome in 
the people. 

Lette be rehersed the lawes and holy rules gyuen of & 
thers, of the lyfe and honestye of derkes : that fcM-bydde 
that a clerke be no marchant, that he be no yserer, that he 
be no hunter, that he be no common player, that he here no 
weapon. 

The lawes that forbydde derkes to haunte tauemes: 
that forbydde them to haue suspecte familiaritie with women. 
The lawes that commaunde sobemes, and a measurablenes 
in aparyle, and temperance in adoumynge of the body. 

Let be rehersed also to my lordes these monkes, cha- 
nons, and religious men, the lawes that commande them to 
go the strayte way, that leadeth vnto heuen : leauynge the 
brode way of the worlde : that commande them nat to tour- 
moyle them selfe in busynes, nother secular nor other: that 
commaunde, that they sewe nat in princis oourtes for erthly 
thynges : fur it is in the councel of Calcidinens, that monkes 
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ought onely to gyue them selfe to prayer and fastynge, and 
to the chastysynge of their flesshe, and obseruynge of theyr 
rules. 

Aboue all thynges let the lawes be rehersed that pertayne 
and oonoeme you my reuerent fathers and lordes, bysshops, 
lawes of your iuste and canonicall election : in the chaptres 
€i youre churches, with the callynge of the Holy Gk>8te. 
For by cause that is nat done nove a dayes, and by cause 
prelates are chosen often times more be fauour of men than 
by the grace of God : therfbre truly haue we nat a fewe 
tymes byshops full litell spiritually men rather worldly than 
heuenly, sauourfmg more the qnrite of this worlde than the 
spirite of Christe. 

Let the lawes be rehersed of the residence of byshops in 
theyr diocesis : that commaunde, that they loke diligently, 
and take hede to the helthe of soules : that they sowe the 
worde of God : that they diewe them selfe in their churches, 
at the leest on greatte holye dayes. That they do sacrifice 
for their people. That they here the causes and matters of 
poure men : that they susteine fatherles children and we- 
dowes : that they exercise them selfe in workes of yertue. 

Let the lawes be rehersed of the good bestowyng of the 
patrimony of Christe. The lawes that commande that the 
goodes of the churche be spent, nat in costly byldyng, nat 
in sumptuous appardl, and pompis : nat in feastyng and 
bankettjmge: nat in excesse and wantonnes: nat in enrich- 
inge of kynsfolke : nat in kepynge of dogges, but in thynges 
profitable and necessarye to the churche. For whan saynt 
Augustyne, some tyme bysshoppe of Englande, dyd aske 
the pope Gregorie, howe that the bysshops and prelates of 
Englande shulde spende theyr goodes, that were the offringes 
of faithful people ; the said pope answered (and his an- 
swere is put in the Decrees, in the xii. chap, and seconde 
question) that the goodes of byshops ought to be deuyded 
in to iiij partes: whereof one parte oughte to be to the by- 
shoppe and his householde: an other to his clerkes: the 
third to repayre and vpholde his tenementes : the fourthe to 
the poure people. 

s8 
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Let the lawes be rehersed, ye and that often tymes, that 
take awaye the filthes and vndenlines of courtes : that take 
awaye those d^ylye newe founde craftes for lucre : that besy 
them to pulle away this foule couetousnes, the whiche is the 
spring and cause of all euils : the whiche is the well of all 
iniquitie. 

At the last lette be renewed those lawes and constitutions 
of fathers of the celebration of councels, that commaunde 
prouinciaU councels to be oftener vsed for the reformation 
of the churche. For there neuer hapneth nothyng more 
hurtefull to the churche of Christe, than the lacke both of 
oouncell generall and prouinciall. 

Whan these lawes and such other ar rehersed that be 
for us, and that conceme the coiTection of maners, there 
lacketh nothynge, but that the same be put in execution, 
with all auctoritie and power. That ones (seing we haue 
a lawe) we hue after the lawe. For the whiche thinges, with 
al due reuerence, I calle chiefly vpon you fathers. For this 
execution of the lawes, and obseruing of the constitutions, 
muste nedes begjmne of you, that ye may teache vs prisies to 
folowe you by lyuely examples : or elles trewely Wt wyll be 
sayde of you : They lay greuous burdens vpon other mem 
backeSf and they them selfe teyl not as moche as touche it 
with their hfteUJynger. 

Forsothe if you kepe the lawes: and if you refwrne 
fyrste your lyfe to the rules of the canon lawes, than shall 
ye gyue ys lyght (in the whiche we maye se what is to be 
done of our parte) that is to say, the lyghte ci your good 
example : and we seynge oure fathers so keping the lawes 
wyll gladly folowe the steppes of our fathers. 

The der^es and spirituals part ones reformed in the 
churche, than may we with a iuste order procede to the re- 
formation of the lays parte : the whiche truely wyll be yerye 
easy to do : if we fyrst be reformed. For the bodye folow- 
eth the soule. And suche rulers as are in the cite, lyke 
dwellers be in it. Wherfore if pristes, that haue the charge 
of soules, be good : streyghte the people wyll be good. Our 
goodnes shall teche them more clerely to be good than al 
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other teachynges and prechynges. Our goodnes shall com- 
pel them in to the right way, truly more effectuously, than 
than all your suspendynges and cur^nges. 

Wherfore 'if ye wyll haue the lay peojde to lyue after 
youre wyashe and wyll: fyret lyue you your selfe after the 
wyl of God. And so (trust me) ye shall gette in them what 
so euer ye wyll. 

Ye wyll be obeyed of them, and ri^t it is. For in the 
epstdl to the Hebrewes, these are the wordes of saynt Paule 
to the laye people. Obey (saith he) to your rulers^ and be 
you vnder them. But if ye wyll haue this obedience : first 
performe in you the reason and cause of obedience: the 
whiche the sayd Paule dothe teache : and hit foloweth in the 
texte: that is: Take you hede oho dUigen^j as though ye 
ehuld gyue a recknyngejbr theyr eoulee: and they wyll 
obey you. 

You wyll be honored of the people: hit is reason. For 
saint Paule wryteth ynto Timothe : PHstes that ride weU^ 
are worthye double honours^ chiefly those that labour in worde 
and teachyng. Therfore if ye desjnre to be honoured : fyrste 
loke that ye rule well, and that ye laboure in -worde and 
teachynge: and than shall the people haue you in all 
honour. 

You wyll repe theyr camall thinges, and gether tithes 
and o£Frynges without any stryuynge : right it is. For smnt 
Paule wryting vnto the Romanes, sayth : They are dettours, 
and ought to mimiistre vnto you in camaU ihinges : fyrst 
sowe you your spirituall thynges : and than ye shall repe 
plentifully theyr camall thynges. For truely that man is 
very harde and yniust, that wyl repe where he neuer dyd 
sowe: and that wyU gether where he neuer skatered. 

Ye wyl haue Uie churches liberte, and nat to be drawen 
afore secular iuges, and that also is ryght. For hit is in the 
Psalmis, Touche ye nat myne anoynted. But if ye deeaie 
this liberte: fyrst vnlouse your selfe frome the worldlye 
bondage, and from the soruioes of men : and lyfte vp your 
selfe in to the trewe lybertye, the spirituall lybertye of Christe, 
in to grace frome synnes, and seme you God, and raygne in 

s4 
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hym. And than (beleue me) the pe<^le wyU not ioudu the 
anoynted ofihej/r Lorde God. 

Ye wolde be of busines in rest and peace : and that is 
oonuenient But if ye wyl haue peace, come agayne to the 
God of peace and loue. Come agayne to Christe : in whom 
is the very true peace of the goste, the whiche passeth al 
wytte. Come agayne to your selfe, and to youre priatly ly« 
uynge. And to make an ende, as saynt Paule saythe: Be 
you reformed in the newnes qfyoar vndersiandyngej thai 
you 8auoure those thyngee that are of God: and the peace of 
God shall be with you. 

These are they reuer»it fathers and ryghte famous men, 
that I thought to be said for the reformation of the churches 
estate : I trust ye wyll take them of your gentyhies to the 
best. And if parauenture it be thou^t, that I haue past 
my boundes in this sermon, or haue sayd any thyng out of 
tempre, forgyue hit me : and ye shall fcMgyue a man speak- 
ynge of very zele, to a man sorowynge the decaye of the 
churche : and consyder the thynge hit selfe, nat regardynge 
any foolysshenes. Consyder the miserable fourme and state 
of the churche : and endeuour your selfes with all your 
myndes to reforme it. 

Sufire nat fathers, this your so greatte a getherynge to 
departe in vayne. Suffire nat this your congregation to 
sljrppe for naughte. Truly ye are gethered often tymes to 
gether (but by youre fauoure to speke the trouth) yet I se 
nat what fhite oometh of your assemblyng, namely to the 
churche. 

Gro ye nowe in the Spirite that ye haue called on, that by 
the helpe of hit, ye maye in this your councell fynd out, 
deceme^ and ordeyne those thynges that may be profitable 
to the churche, prayse vnto you, and honour vnto Grod. 
Unto whom be att honoure and ghrye, Jbr euermore. 
Amen. 

Thomas Berthelet regius impressor excudebat Cum pri- 
vilegio. 
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EPISTOL^ SEX. 

«VIB0S ACCESSIT 

ERASMI EPISTOLA. 

EPISTOLA I. 

Jocmne^ Ccletus AbbaH WinchincombefisiK 

tjRAT mecum hen Tesperi (reverende pater) oonaacerdos 
quidam, homo bonus et doctiu; et Pauli diligens auditor, et 
ipmus etiam mtime oognofloeodi cujnentissimus. Ad focum 
et ignem quiim aliquantulum confabulati eramus, is ex sinu 
8U0 codidllum, in quo Pauli Efnstolse erant sua ipsius manu 
diligenter descriptse, protulit: ad quod ^o subridras, et si- 
mul hominem laudans, ei dixi illud ; Ubi ihesaunu tuusy ibi 
coriuum. Turn ille; <* Nihil,^ inquit, ^^ in scriptis aut magis 
<< amo, aut admiror, quam quae ab hoc Paulo conscribuntur.'" 
Et addidit mihi blandiens, homo non infSKetus ; me meis in- 
terpretamentis, superiori termino, eum in se erga apostolum 
affectum nuudme concitasse. Tum ^o, aspiciens hominem ; 
^* Amo te,^ inquam, ** mi frater, amantem Paulum, quem 
'^ ^ quoque, una tecum, unice amo et admiror.^ Deinde, 
quum multa adjungebam de laude, sajnentia, et divinitate 
Pauli ; quumque dicebam, '^ In ejus Epistolis, et in hac, in 
^^ omni earum parte admirandiswmam esse fecunditatem, et 
^* rerum, et oognitionis ; ut advertens homo, et diligenter 
'^ cnuiderans, si velit, fere ex omni verbo apostoli poesit ad- 
^^ miralnleB et notandissimas sententias depromere :^ turn 

■ I take this abbot to be John Kid- learned man. See Wood's A tfa. Oxon. 
dmriniter, abbot of Windicomb ; a p. 20. 



Digitized by 



Google 



266 COLETI 

ille, hoc dicto quari incensus ; *' At,^ inquit, ** te quaeflo, 
^* nunc nobis deprome aliquid, dum sedemus odora, et ex 
^^ hoc thesauro absoondito, quem dicis tantum esse, erue ali- 
*' quot propositiones, et effer in lucem ; partim, ut ex hoc 
^' nostro oonsessu et oonsermocinaticme habeam aliquod quod 
^^ memoriae mese oommendem ; partim etiam, ut ipse quo- 
'^ que per me legens Paulum solus, posdm atiquam adver- 
<< tendi et notandi rationem, te imitatus, quae potissimum 
^^ sunt notanda, tenere/' Turn ego inquam ; *^ Vir optime, 
** morem tibi geram : aperi libellum tuum, et in primo ca- 
<^ pite Epistolae quae est ad Romanos solo, quot et quantae 
^^ et quam aureae sententiae colligi possunt, experiamur.^ 
'< At,^ inquit ille, ^^ ne memoria exddant, volis me scribere 
^^ etiam quae dids P^ ^^ Scribe,^ inquam, ^* ad hunc modum.^ 
Itaque, reverende pater, quae ille me dictante scripdt, Y(Am 
ad te describere, ut tu quoque, omnis sanctions sapientiae 
ardentisamus amator, videas quid leviter in Paulo nostro, 
ad hibemum ignem sedentes modo annotabamus tantum in 
primo capite quae est ad Romanos ; quae sunt ea quae 8&- 
quuntur. '^Credere Christo est ex gratiosa vocatione: 
'< evangelizare Christum est ex segregatione. Paulus a 
<* Christo ipso legatus et missus fuit. Omnes vero Christi- 
<* ani dilecti sunt a Deo, et sancti. Gratia et pax cum Deo 
<< est, quae maxime exoptetur a Deo. Gaudendum maxime 
*^ est et gratulandum de fide hominum risendi sunt alii. 
^* Ad fructum et emolumentum fidd praedicatoris verln Dd 
^ est docere universos. De evangelio nusquam, et nunquam, 
^ et nullo modo pudendum est. Potens jusbficatio homi- 
^^ num a Deo ostenditur in evangdio. Credens et oonfidens 
^' Deo Justus est : oonfidens creaturis quibuscunque imjHus 
*^ et injustus est: unde justitia Deo oonfidentia est; inju- 
^ stitia aliis oonfidentia, quae est oonjuneta cum difiidentia 
<< Deo. Cujusmodi est fides, talis est cultus DeL Cuique 
*^ alii a Deo confidere idololatria est. Ex confidentia soli 
^^ Deo verus Dei cultus nasdtur. Cc^oscere Deum quoquo 
^ modo, et non eundem ooiere, maxima et odiodssima impie- 
'< tas est Deus in creaturis suis loquitur, et per eas sdpsum 
<^ hominibus ostendit. Deum discere in suis creaturis, ut 
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*^ philoflophantes conantur, et euiidem non oolere, non modo 
^' non prodest, sed maxime nooet; unde sequitur, quod me- 
<^ lius sit ignorare Deum, quam eundem quoquo modo oo- 
^< gnitum non amare et colere. Impietatis id est. Quod 
^' Deus non oolitur, nulli hominum excusatio esse potest : 
*' omnes nationes et gentes ab initio inundi Deum non oo- 
^* lentes impietatis oondemnabuntur. Cognitum A babes 
<> Deum quoquo modo, a eundem non ooluois e vestigio^ 
^* excsecatur mens, et cognitio evanescit. In summa stuU 
^* tida Bolet esse maxima opinio sapientiie, et hominis pluri- 
'^ mi-factio sui. Maximum argumentum stultitiae est te 
<« ipsum putare sapentem. Ex impietate negligentiaque 
*^ Dei ignorantia exorta est Ex imjnetate, ignorantia, ut a 
^^ fonte, omne malum profluxit Impii deserunt Deum : de- 
'^ serentes Deum a Deo deseruntur: deserti a Deo prsecipi. 
^^ tantur, in omne sodus oomiunt. Mala sunt ex perversa 
^* voluntate, perversa voluntas ex ignorantia, ignorantia ex 
^* im|netate. Impietas est ipsa Dei negligentia: negligentes 
^* autem Deum [a Deo] negliguntur; ne^ecti a Deo mille 
^* modis depereunt. Ex perverntate voluntatis sequitur 
^^ etiam naturae perveraio. Cum peccato simul pcena pec- 
^^ cati, ut gus meroes, crescitur. Ultimus peccati finis seter- 
** na mors, qua peccatores sunt digni. Pari morte sunt 
**' digni et qw aberrant a Deo, et qui meliora oognosoentes, 
'^ sinunt tamen homines aberrare. Est cognoscentis rectam 
^' viam, aliis monstrare viam, et ad viam incessanter revo- 
*< care, ne ipd cum aliis periditentur.^ Haec excerpsimus, 
et notavimus subito, venerande pater, ut modo dixi, ex pri- 
me capite Epistolae ad Romanos. Quae non sunt omnia quae 
notari possunt. Nam in salutatione etiam colli^ potest, 
Christum vaticiniis prophetarum fuisse promissum; Christum 
esse Deum et hominem ; Christum homines sanctificare, per 
Christum resurrectionem tum animarum turn corporum e&- 
se ; et adhuc innuroerafailia alia sunt, quae in eo capite primo 
oontinentur, quae homo linceis oculis facillime introsfHciat, 
et si velit, posrit effodere. Ut peUgus quoddam infinitum 
aapientiae et pietatis mihi unus videtur Paulus esse. Sed ea 
paucula, isto modo posita, breviter ddibasse suffecit consa' 
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oerdod illi nostro, qui aliquas sententias excudi vcimt ro- 
tunde, et quasi annulos, ex surea Pauli materia eflBngi. Qus, 
ut vides, ad te deacripd mea propria manu, ut tua mens, 
optime pater, bonitate aurea, tanquam ex quodam specuniiie, 
quantum est aurum in Paulo reoonditum, agnoscas. Vdo 
etiam dcxninus Grardianus haec una tecum legBl : cujus ani« 
mu8 est tanta humanitate^ et amore omnis boni pneditus, ut 
qincquid rit in bonis, in eo arbitrar quam jdurimum delec- 
tari. Vale, optime et mihi charissime pater. 

Tuus Joannes ColeL 

Hanc nostram chaitulam, quum Iqneris quae in ea ccmti- 
nentiur, patieris tunc earn nos rursus habere : quMiiam ejus 
exemplum apud me non habeo; et quanquam non soleo 
apud me epistolas meas servare, nee possum, quia ut 
primo scribuntur, a me dantiur, nullo earum exemplo leten- 
to ; tamen, si quae sunt quae aliquid in se doctiuue habent, 
eas omnino perdi nolim : non quod sunt dignae aliqua cu- 
stodia, sed quod a me relictae aliquam meam manoriam 
possunt adjuvare. Etiam si qua alia sit causa, cur conaer- 
vari yelim quas scilicet ad te scribo epbtolas; ea est una, 
yd maxima certe, quod ipsae testes perpetue velim perauir 
neant meae erga te observantiae. 

Iterum vale. 

This epiiUe is transcribed out of the originalMS. in the 
public library of the universitgf qfCambridge^ and was 
never printed befbre. 



EPISTOLA II. 

Joannes CoUtus Erasmo suo S. D. 

NON facile credideris, Erasme, quanta me laetitia affecit 
ejnstola tua, quam modo ad me attulit unoculus noster: 
nam ex ea intellexi ulnnam looorum es, quod ante ignora* 
bam ; ex eadem etiam yideris mihi reyersurus ad nos, quod 
erit mihi, et amids quos babes hie quam plurimos, gradssi* 
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mum. Quod scribis de Novo Testamento, intelligo. Et 
libri nove editionis tvue hie avide emuntur, et paasim le- 
guntur ; multis probandbus et admirantibus tua studia : 
nonnullis etiam improbantibus, et carpentibus, et ea dicenti- 
bua quae in epstola Martini Dorpii ad te scripta continen- 
tur. Sed hi sunt theologi illi, quos tu in Moria tua, et aliis 
lods, non minus vere quam facete describis ; a quibus laudari 
yituperium est, et Tituperari laus est. Ego vero ita amo 
tua studia, et istam tuam novam editionem ita amplector, ut 
in eadem vaiie affidar. Nam nunc dolor me tenet, quod 
non didicerim Grsecum sermonem, sine cujus peritia nihil 
sumus : nunc gaudeam in ista luce, quam tu ex sole tui in- 
genii emiasti. Profecto, Erasme, miror foecunditatem pectoris 
tui ; qui tot condpis, et tanta parturis, et tarn perfecta paris 
quotidie ; maxime nullo loco stabilis, nullis certis et magnis 
Btipendiis adjutus. Hieranymvm tuum expectamus, qui 
multum tibi debet ; et nos quoque, qui per te legemus eum, 
nunc et emendatum et illustratum. Recte fecisti, scribens de 
IfutUuHone PrincipiB ChrisHani, Utinam principes Chri- 
stiani sequerentur bonas institutiones. Illorum insaniis in- 
terturbantur omnia. libellum ilium valde cupio, propterea 
quod plane scio, uti alia tua (xnnia, prodibit libellus ille abs 
te perfectus. Quod scribis de Grermania, credo. Quod au- 
tem mea verba de eadem, et testimonium tam multis ante 
anms dictum citas, miror te memoria tenere. De tranquilla 
sede quam scribis te optare, ego quoque eandem tibi opto, 
et tranquillam et felicem : nam ^ ista tua setas et doctrina 
expoedt Opto etiam, ut ista tua sedes ultima esset apud 
nos, si te, tanto viro, digni essemus : sed quales sumus, ex- 
pertus es ssepius : tamen habes hie, qui te summopere colunt. 
Cantuarienais noster, eum eram apud ilium, his diebus, de te 
multa locutus, valde cupivit praesentiam tuam. Is, homo 
absolutus omni negotio, nunc degit in otio felicissimo. De 
Phila9ophatione Christiana quod scribis, verum est. Nemo 
est (credo) in orbe jam Christiano ad illam professionem et 
negotium te aptior, et magis idoneus, propter multifariam 
tuam doctrinam : quod ipse non scribis ; sed ego hoc dico, 
quod sentio. Leg^ quod in primum Psalmum scripsisti; 
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et miror tuam oopiam. Desidero quae molitus es in EpU 
stolam ad Romanos. Non cessa, Erasme; sed quum dede^ 
ris nobis Novum Testamentum Latinis, illustra idem tuis 
Expositionibus, et ede C(»nmentaria longisaima in Evaor 
gelia. Tua longitudo est brevitas. Cresoet appetitus, modo 
stomachus sit sanus: in lectione tuorum amantibus scri- 
pturas, si aperueris sensus, (quod nemo te melius faciet,) 
magnum beneficium conferes ; et nomen tuum immortalitati 
oommendabis. Quid dico, immortalitati ? Nomen Erasmi 
nunquam peribit : sed glonx dabis nomen tuum sempitemie; 
et audans in Jesu, vitam tibi comparabis aeteniam. Quod 
deploras fortunam tuam, non fortiter. In tanto negotio, vide- 
licet in dedarandis scripturis, non poterit tibi fortuna de- 
esse ; modo speres in Deo, qui te in primis adjuvabit, stimu- 
labitque alios, ut te in sanctissimis studiis adjuvent Quod 
me exdamas felicem, demiror, si de fortuna loqueris, ut 
non est nulla mea, ita non est ampla, et m^ siunptibus vix 
sufficiens. Ego me beatum putarem, a vel in summa eges- 
tate millesunam partem tuse doctrins et sapiende posside- 
rem, quam tu sine opibus comparasti; dooens doctrinam 
singularem alia via, nescio qua, sed tua ista Erasmica, &a 
Applicabo me, si patieris, et adjungam lateri tuo ; exhibebo- 

. que me dbi discipulum etiam in discendo Graeoe, quanquam 
jam provectus aetate, et prope senex, memor Catonem senem 
GrsBcas literas dididsse ; agnosoens etiam te, qui es mecum 
par setate et annis, nunc Hebraicas Uteris te dare. Me, ut 
facis, ama; et si ad nos reversus fiieris, habebis me tibi 
deditissimum. Vale, ex rure Stepneptiano apud genetricem; 
quae adhuc vivit, et belle senescit, et de te saepius hilaron et 

jucundam fadt mentionem. In die sancti Edwardi, in festo 
suae translationis^ sive 13. Octobris, anno 1516. 



EPISTOLA III. 

Joannes Coktus dom. Ercumo S. 

ERASME charisame, aocepi literas tuas Basileae scriptas 
9 cal. Septembris. Gaudeo, quod intelligimus ubinam lo- 
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oonim 68, et sub quo coelo vivk ; gaudeo etiam, quod va- 
les : fac Totum persdvas Paulo, ut inquis, factum. Ma- 
guntise tanti te factum fuisse, quantum scribis, fadle credo : 
gaudeo te reversurum aliquando ad nos. Tamen non possum 
id sperare. De uberiore fortuna tibi nescio quid dicam; 
nescio, quod qui possunt, nolunt,'qui volunt non possunt. 
Tui hie omnes valent : Cantuariensis semper est solita sua- 
yitate, Lincolniensis, regnat nunc Eboracensis, Londinen- 
sis non cessat vexare me. Quotidie meditor meum secessum 
et latibulum apud Cartusienses nidus noster prope per- 
fectus est: reversus ad nos, quantiun conjicere possum, 
iUic mortuum mundo me reperies. Tu cura ut valeas ; et 
quo te oonferes, fac sciam. Vale. Ex Londino, SO Octobris, 
anno 1516. [Edit Lugd. Bas. 1703. torn, iv.] 

This and iheJoBomng epistle were in no edition ^Eras- 
mus's Episdesy tiU printed in the magnificent edition of his 
tPor1csatLeifdenynO».tol 



EPISTOLA IV. 

Joannes Coletus Erasmo Rot. S. 

PROFECTO, Erasme cfaarissime, de te nihil accepi novi 
post tuum hinc decessum. Quod si postea quippiam intellex- 
eto, faciam (quod jubes) te oertiorem. Eram his diebus 
ruri apud meam genetricem; ut consolarer dolentem de 
morte servi mei, qui interiit in domo^illius; quern dilexit 
loco filii, et flevit mortem illius, plusquam mortem filii sui. 
£a nocte, qua revertebar ad urbem, accepi epistolam tuam. 
Unum tiln significo ridiculum ; quendam episcopum, (uti ao- 
ceperam,) et eum qui habetur ex sapientioribus, in magno 
hcmunum conventu, nostram scholam blasphemasse ; dixisse- 
que, me erexisse rem inutilem, imo malam, imo etiam (ut 
Ulius verbis utar) '^ domum idololatriae.'" Quod quidem ar- 
bitror eum dixisse, propterea quod illic docentur poetae. Ad 
ista, Erasme, non irascor; sed rideo valde. Frandscus re- 
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Tersus exegit libnim ; ad diem S. Joaimis vcdint me custo- 
dire. Mitto ad te libellum, in quo est Oratio. Impresaores 
dixerunt se missuros Cantabrigiam aliquot. Vale, memor 
illorum carminum pro pueris noBtris; quie velim oonfidas 
omni facilitate et suavitate. Cu» et alteram partem tuie 
Copiit habeamus. 



EPISTOLA V. 

Joannes CcietuB domino Erasfno S. 

SUfilRASCOR tibi, Erasme, quod me Uteris ad alios, 
non ad me datis, salutas: nam quanquam non diffido ami- 
citi» Dostne, tamen ista aliena et in alienis Uteris salutatio 
fadt, ut alii minus me abs te amari judicent Item alio 
nomine sulnrasoor tibi; quod ad Rofiensem misisti CabaL 
Usiica ReucUini, et non ad me. Non quod noluorim mi- 
sisse ad eum ; sed quod voluerim, mmul ad me unum librum 
misisses: tam enim delector amore tuo, ut doleam quando 
video te minus memorem esse md, quam aliorum. Liber iUe 
prius venit ad manus meas ; priusque a me percursus est, 
quam datus est Roffensi. De quo libro non audeo judicare. 
Agnosco insdtiam meam ; et qui csscus sum in rebus tam 
remotis, et in opibus tanti viri. Quanquam, inter l^endum, 
nonnunquam visa fiierint mihi majora miracula verborum 
quam rerum ; nam (ut dooet) nescio quid my sterii habeant 
Hebraica verba in characteribus et oombinationibus. Eras- 
me, tibrorum et scientist non est finis : nihil melius pro hac 
brevi vita, quam ut sancte et pure vivamus ; ac quotidie 
dare operam ut purificemur, et illuminemur, et perfidamus 
quae promittunt ista ReuMini Pjfihagorica et CabaJUeiica. 
Sed, meo judido, nulla via assequemur, quam ardenti amore 
et imitatione Jesu. Quare relictis ambagibus, ad brevitatem 
brevi compendio eamus ; ^o pro viribus vola Vale. Ex 
Londino, anno 1517. 
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EPISTOLA VI. 

Joannes CoUtus Erasmo Rot. S. P. 

QUID Don probabo ? ita scribis. Quid est Erasmi, quod 
non probem? Legi epistolam istam tunc de Studiis cur- 
nm ; quoniam pedetentim, per occupationes, adhuc non li- 
cet Inter legendum non solum probo omnia, sed admiror 
sane et ingenium tuum, et artem, et doctrinam, et oopiam, 
et eloquentiam. Ssepe optavi ad istum modum institueren- 
tar pueri scholse nostras, quemadmodum diffiniisti faciendum 
esse. Saepe etiam optavi, tales esse pneceptores, quales sa- 
pientisame descripsisti. Quando veni ad eum locum in ex- 
trema ejnstola tua, ubi profiteris te paucioribus annis posse 
adolescentes perducere ad mediocrem utriusque linguae elo- 
quenUam, quam isti literatores ad balbutiem ; O Erasme, 
qiuun tunc optavi te praeceptorem in nostra schola! Sed 
habeo spem te allaturum nobis aliquid adjumenti, vel insti- 
tuendis praeceptoribus nostris, quando discesseris ab istis 
Cantabrigiensibus. Servabo exeropla tua, ut jubes, integra. 
De linacro nostro faciam quod consulis, et amanter, et pru- 
denter. Non desinas nobis perquirere hypodidasculum ; si 
istic fflt aliquis talis, qui non superbiat, quique non dedi- 
gnetur sub primo magistro esse. Quod scribis dimicare te 
nonnunquam mei causa cum istis Scoti militibus; gaudeo 
me habere talem pugilem, et propugnatorem mei. Sed est 
iniquum certamen, et inglorium : quid enim laudis est tibi,* 
si ab^ris et confoderis muscas ? Quid gratiae promereberis 
a me, si prostraveris arundines.'^ Est dimicatio magis ne- 
cessaria quam magnifica aut strenua ; at utcunque probat 
sollicitudinem, et amabUem curam, quam habes mei. Perge, 
Erasme, in dando nobis Basilio, qui dabis nobis Esaiam. 
Bene lacies, meo judicio, et tibi optime consulis, si imiteris 
Diogenem ; et paupertate delectatus, te regem regum esse ; 
forsan contemtu nummorum nummos^ et fortunam asse- 
quere. In viris Christianis mundus sequitur fugientes. 
Unde tot facultates et opes in ecclesia, nisi ex fuga ? Sed 
flcio, non placent Ubi ista paradoxa. Quod scribis de Ri-^. 
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diardo Crooo, miror. Quid ^o cum pecuniis aliorum? 
Unde judioes, aut suspicere, apud me esse pecuniae, quoquo 
modo mihi creditas ? Non adsto moiituris, nou blandior pe- 
cuiiiosb viduis, non immisceo me in testamentis divitum, ikxi 
quaero familiaritates locupletum, non laudo peocata eorum, 
non jubeo redimant acelera sua pecuniis arbitrio meo posi- 
tis. Crede, apud nos qui non est id genus hominum, non 
hale habebit pecunias eleemosynarias. Ego meas solum pe- 
cunias tracto; quas in quam partem effiindo, tu nosd. Sed 
subrisi, Eiasme, et simul amavi istam tuam innatam sim- 
plidtatem, quod in ista odiosa tua mendicitate epsd podus 
causam aliorum quam propriam. Summa est, ut nihil ha- 
beam alienss pecuniae pro aliis, ita si humiliter mendicaverisy 
habeo aliquid proprise et meae pecuniae pro te ; quod a petas 
invereeunde, paupertas paupertatem saltem pauperrime ad- 
juvabit Vale; et saepe, te quaeso, ad me scribito. Tuus. 
Jo. Coletus. Londino, anno 1518. 



ERASMI EPISTOLA. 

Erasmus Rot. Joanni Cdleto S. P. 

X RECEPTOR optime, et miror et doleo, Coclitem hue 
sine tuis venisse Uteris. Is tuo nomine mecum expostulat, 
quod nihil scribam. Imo jam, opinor, excusavi me tiU, 
quod et rarius et brevius scribam, et tuo otio gratulatus 
sum, qui crebras ac longas literas nostras flagites. Crede 
mihi, Colete, tot epstolis hie interpellor episcoporum, ma- 
gnatum, eruditorum, amicorum, ex Italia, Hispania, Ger- 
mania, Gallia, ut si nihil alioqui mihi sit negotii, non sim 
tamen huic uni negotio suffecturus. Redamare possum 
omnes, respondere nngulis non possum. De Grocini morbo» 
ex animo doleo, qualis qualis in me fiiit. O rem indignam ! 
ejusmodi ingenia, neque senium, neque mortem sentire : sed 
haec incomraoda magis sentiunt immortalitate digni. Cogor 
ob Novum Testamentum excudendum, aliaque nonnulla, 
aut Bamleam adire, aut, quod magis opinor futurum, Ve- 



Digitized by 



Google 



EBASMI EPISTOLA. «76 

netias: nam a Baailea partun deterret pestis, partim Lack- 
Qeri mors, cujus impendiis res potissimum ngebatur. Tan« 
twn iter, inquies, suscipis, senex, valetudinarius, tum hoc 
sieculo^ quo non aliud f uit soeleratius intra sexcentos annos ? 
tanta prsedonum ubique licentia? Sed quid facias P His 
fiuis sum natus. Si immoriar, immoriar operi non omnino 
malo^ ni fallor. Sin hoc extremo fabulae actu ex sententia 
oonfecto redire contigerit, quod reliquum erit vitae apud vos 
agere statui ; is erit meus ab orbe undique inquinato seces- 
8U8. Regnant in omnibus principum aulis personati theo- 
IpgL Curia Romana plane perfricuit frontem : quid enim 
impudentius his assiduis condonationibus ? Et nunc bellum 
pretexitur in Turcas, cum re id agatur ut Hispani depellantur 
a Neapoli: nam Laurentius nepos Campaniam sibi vindi- 
care oonatus, filia Navarrae reg^ in uxorem ducta. Qui tu- 
multus si procedant, tolerabilius fuerit Turcarum imperium, 
quam horum Christianorum ferre. Sed facessant inudles 
querimoniie. Habeo gratiam, quod apud regem negotium 
meum amanter agere ooeperis ; atque perfidas, rogo : nam 
Tiatico amplo nunc opus est, ne desit, si quid forte accident, 
eorum quae solent homini ; et est animus nostram bibliothe- 
cam augere. Quid hoc est ? toties a me captatus est rex, et 
reverendissimus, toties retia fallunt? Montjoius tantum 
amat : idque sane est aliquid ; sed nihil ad banc profectio- 
nem. Queritur, ut audio, quod non acceperim conditionem 
nuper a rege oblatam. Oblatae sunt librae quadra^nta; et 
centum libras me sperare voluit : rem vero novam, voluit 
ut sperarem, quod illi non ausi sunt promittere ; toties jam 
expertus, non praestita fuisse, non dicam promissa, sed deje- 
rata. Demiror neque Frandscum, neque Unoculum quic- 
quam literarum tuarum hue retuUsse : sed ille suum est so- 
Utus agere n^otium : et Petro non fuit otium a compota- 
tionibus ; adeo ut cum Antuerpiam appulisset, non hcuerit 
hominem piimo die convenire, ita vino erat sepultus. Nunc 
meum ipnus famulum istuc misi, qui mihi certiora de sin- 
gulis referat : Togo ne inanis ad nos redeat, et redeat quam fi- 
eri potest oelerrime ; siquidem una haec res moratur meam 
profectionem. Adhibe ad negotium Tunstallum, hominem 
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rere amico amicum. Pecuniam ex conailio Sixtini jube de- 
poni apud Marufluiii, qui ministro det syngrapham, qua li* 
ceat ubivis recipere, et quam minimo damno. D. Ursewicus 
ante annum promisit equum, et hac spe Novum Testamen- 
turn illi donavi ; quod ei scirem illi rem cordi non esse, non 
soUicitarem hominem : si videtur, scribe illi duo verba per 
famulum meum. Gratulor tibi, qui Mariam habeas domi, 
turbulentum, inquam, ilium hominem : quem ut meis verbis 
diligenter salutes majorem in modum, te rogo ; nam et amo 
ilium ex intimis animi affectibus, et debeo plurimum ; ille 
me suis precibus fulcit, ille epistolis et oonsolatur, et admo- 
net Si quid forte fuerit famulo meo, rogo ne tua benigni- 
tas illi velit deesse. Vale. 
Lovanio, anno 1518. 
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A COLLECTION 

OF 

MISCELLANIES 

BELATING TO 

THE FOREGOING HISTORY. 

Number I. 

Sir Henry Cciefs single bond^ on the Behaff^qf^ citj/ of 
London^ in the treaty of peace and intercourse between 
England and FlanderSy a$mo Dom. 1496. never before 
printed. 

JL O all Chrysten people these present letters bdiolding or 
heryng Henry Colet knyght nowe mayor of the dte of Lon- 
don m the relme of England helth m oure Lorde everlast- 
ynge. Where as bi twene the high and myghty prynce my 
soveragne lorde Henry by the grace of God kyng of Eng- 
land and of France and lorde of Irelande on that one partye 
and the noble prynce Philyp tharchduke of Austry and 
duke of Burgoyne on that other party certayne treatyes of 
amyte and entreoourse of merchandysing and other commu- 
nicacyon of merchaunts concemynge the profyte of both 
prynces theyr relmes and subjettes the xxiiii daye of the 
mcHieth of Februarye last past at. London wer finally con- 
duded and determyned. Enowe ye me the sayM Henry at 
the requeste and coounaundment of my said sovereigne 
lorde, and at the contemptacyon of his lettres to me in that 
behalfe directed and delyvered of good fayth to have pro- 
mysed and me and myn heyrs to the sayd prynce Phelyp 
tharcheduke to his heyres and successours under pl^ge and 
bonde of all my goods present and to come, to have bounde 
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and by thes presentes promyse and bynde, that I shaU pro- 
cure instaunoe and as moche as in me is shall doo that the 
same my lord the kyng his heyres and suocessoors all the 
sayd entrecourse and amy te and all and singuler in the same 
conteyned and specyfyed well fiiUy and truly shall holde 
observe and fullfylle and by his sul^ettes and senraunts in 
that theym ooneeme and hereafter shall oonceme well and 
truly shall doo to be holdyn observed and fullfylled and to 
the oontrarient doers and brekers of the same shall ministre 
or doo to be ministred justyce. In witnesse whereof the seale 
of armes of me the same Henry to these presents I have put 
wryten at London the fyrst daye of the moneth of Maye in 
the year of our Lord God MCCCCXCVI. and the xi yere 
of the reygne of my sayd soveragn lord Henry the VII. 
[MS. CoUon. ntetthis. A. 16.] 



Number II. 
AN6LIA 
Status omn^ fhictuum proventuum et reven^onum tarn omn^ 
et singulorum beneficiorum ecclesiastic^ quam omn^ et sin- 
gulorum dominiorum maner' terr^ et ten^torum de jure 
hereditario d^no Job. Colett sacre theologie professori de- 
cano eccl'ie cath^ sancti Pauli London pertinen^ et spec- 
tan** et que senelo hospicii sui pro expensis ejusdem hos- 
pidi idem decanus assignauit et unde rec^ balliui firmaiii 
et alii ministri eorundem computabiles pro anno finito ad 
Tm sancti Mich^is archH anno regni dnH r^is nunc Henr^ 
Vlli xxiiiio responsur^ sunt videl^t 

Arr"* speraf de anno precedent in 

London et Middx vi ii iii ob 

Sutton Court xv vi 

Domeford vii xii 

Denyngton v vii x 

Colchestre iiii in iiii 

J. Derby nup. recMebet vi xiii ii ob 

Sumnuu xlvi iiii viii q 
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Decan* S. Pauli London vidd^t 
Manerium de Lambourne ad fir- 
mam Ixvi xiii iiii 

Manerium de Sutton ad firmam xlii xiii iiii 

Reddit^ et finne in London et 

Midd XXXV 



cxuu VI vm 
Bectoria -.—......-.....I— .^ 



De Denyngton ad firmam xxxi 

Benefida ecdedasticavalent hoc an- 
no videlicet 
Ptebende de 

More in ecd^ S. Pauli x 

Botivantineccriacath^Ebor xx 

Domeford in eocTia cath^ Sarum xx 

Libera CiqieUa 
De Hilberworth in com. Norff. ... xxx 



Ixxii X 



ccxvi XVI vm 



Patrimonii de jure hereditario 

Weston Turvyll xxi ii ix 

Wendover. x iiii ii 

Weston et Hame vii vi viii 

Wyngrave viii 

Yaches in Aston Clynton et Wen- 
dover. vii xiii vi 

Shyiyngton vii xvii iiii 

Barton in com. Cant vi xiii iiii 

Clypeby in com. Suff.» Ixx 

Colchestre iiii 

London xxi ix viii 



im^^^xvm xvu v 



Sum cccxl xiiii 

• A mistake for Norf. 
T 4 
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Summa totalis omn^ fructuum et ali* 

orum premissorum • codxi xviii ix 

Repris' 

In reddit** assis^ predict! decanatus 

in Midd^ nondum leuaV. iv vii 

Repriffls prebende de Botivant ... lix iiii 

Repriffls terr' in oocu^one WyPmi 

Bradshawe ; viii ix ix 

Reprins terr^ in occu^one WyPmi 

Bomman ix xix 

Reprisis et aliis reprisb que per 

copiam pot'^nt apparere per esti- 

mac\ X 



XXXUU XYU Yin 



Et reman^ de fract^ reTenaol>us at 

aliis premissis occxxvii xiii 

Unde predictus sen'^lus reoognovit se 

recipisse super expends hospidi 

predicti c iiii ix 

Et reman^ in man^ rec^ ballivorum 

firmar'^ tenen^ et aliorum mini- 

strorum de premissis computa- 

bilium existen^ ccxxvi xvi iiii 

Edmundo Enevet armigero 

Manerium de Weldon cum mem- 

bris in Denethorpe Eyrkby 

Dene Dulwyk Thymjrng com. 

North^ et Hunt^ perquisit^ de 

WylPmo Saievet milite et Joh^ 

Knevet armig^ valent^ per an- 
num in toto xliiii 

Inde resolut^ annuatim diveros 

dVs feodorum illorum liui x 

Clar' xli V ii 
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Cristofero Knevet 
Terr' et ten'ta perquiflif de Catys- 

by in Wddon iii 

Terr' et ten' perquisit* de Edwar^ 

do Cumberfoid ib'm iii xv 

Terr' et ten' perquint' de Thoma 

Stoke in Eyrkby xx xl 

Manerium de Thiumyng perqui- 

sit' de MuOisworth iii iiii 

Duo mesuag' cum terr' et per' in 
Thrynnyng perquidt' de Hen* 

ford XX xi 

Cet' terr' et ten' ib'm perquisit' de 

Newman xt 

Inde resolut' diyersis d'nis feodo- 

rum illorum annuatim x v ob 

Clar' xii xvi ii ob 

Taliat' 
Terr' et ten' talat' apud Wendo- 

verincom'Buk iy iii iy 

Inde resolut' diy's d'nis feod' an- 
nuatim in redd' asms' xxvii xi 

Clar' iii y vi 

Joh'i Colet fil. Wi'i Colet 

Tarr' et ten' in feod' simplici in 

Wendoyer vi iiii 

Inde resolut' div's d'inis feod' il* 

lorum xxxiiii v 

Clare iiii y xi 

Non legate 

Terr' et ten' in Clyppesby in com' 

Norf per ann' cUffe. iii x est solus 

seisitus. 
Septan acre pasture et iiii acr' 
terre apud Bednalgrene perqui- 
nt' de Ed'o Ratdyf xviii 
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Inde reeolut^ ep<^ London annu- 

atimderedd^ iiit^ i 

Clare xiii i est 

solus seiat^ 
Non legaf 

Terr^ et ten** in Stebbunhith man* 
cion^ ib^m cum gardes locatis 
pro iv2. per ann. ac sex ten** in 

White-chapell per ann xxvii xiiii 

Inde resoluf ep*^ London annu- 

atim de redd^ custumar^ M 

Clare per ann** xxiiii xviii 

N. B. The castififf ftp of sums is nai always exact in 
originals. 

The preceding account is taken out tfa manuscript writ 
in the decuCs days, now in the hands qfthejhmihf. 



Number III. 

The testament of Doctor John Colety A. D. 1611,^ the 
endowment qfS. PavTs school. 

IN Dei no^ne Amen quarto die mensis Novanbr^ anno 
Dom^ mill^mo quingentesimo undecimo et anno regni regis 
Henrici octavi post oonq*m tercio ego Johannes Colet saere 
tbeologie doctor decanus eodesie cathedral'* sancti Pauli Lon- 
don^ civis et mercerus London^ ac liber homo ejusdem civi- 
tatis filiusque et heres Henrici Colet militis dvis dum vixit 
et aidermanni London** condo fado et ordino presens testa- 
mentum meum quo ad disposidonem omn^ et singulorum 
mesuag^ terr^ et ten^ meorum subscript' cum eorum pertinen^ 
infira dvitatem London'' in hunc qui sequitur modum In 
primis lego et recommendo a^imam meam Deo om'^ipoteuti 
Creatori et Salvatori meo beateque Marie matrique ejus 
Item ^o prefatus Johannes Colet do et lego custodibus et 
co^'tati mister^ mercerie dvitaf London^ omnia mesuagia 
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terr* et ten^ mea subscript videPt unum mesuagium cum do* 
ibus shopis celar^ solar^ et om^bus aliis suis pertin^ situat^ 
jaoen^ et existen^ in Soperslane in parochiis sancti Antonini et 
sancd Pancradi in warda de Cordewanerstrete London^ in- 
ter yenellam vocat^ Soperslane ex parte orien^ et tenem^ pri- 
ons et oonventus hosjntalis beate Marie de Elsjnog London^ 
et ten'* pertinen^ eocTie pariochal'* de Colchirche London^ ex 
parte occiden'* et ten^ eocPie beate Marie de Arcubus London'* 
ex parte austraT et aleiam Ave introttum iVm ducentem a 
Soperslane predict* usque ad posterior* portam mesuagii 
dictorum prioris et ccmventus ex parte borial* Continetque 
idem mesua^um meum per terr* in lon^tudine in parte ori- 
ental* inde juxta Soperslane predict* inter boriam et austrum 
centum et septendecem pedes et unum pollicem assise et in 
latitudine in parte borial* juxta dictam aleiam sive introitum 
inter orientem et ocdden* octoginta sex pedes et quinque 
pollices assise et continet in longitudine in parte austral* inde 
par tria separaT £rontispicia nve separales angulos nonaginta 
et tres pedes et quatuor pollices assise Interius sive posterius 
quorum quidem trium frontispiciorum sive angulorum con- 
tinet in longitudine per austrum viginti novem pedes et di- 
mid* et tres pollices assise Mediumque frontispicium sive 
an^ulus inde continet in lon^tudine per austrum vi^ti et 
quinque pedes assise Et anterius frontispicium sive angulus 
inde continet in longitudine per austrum triginta novem pe- 
des et dimidium assise Que fadunt dictam longitudinem 
nonaginta quatuor pedum et trium poQic* Et continet inte* 
rius sive posterius frontispicium dictorum trium frontispiri- 
orum in latitudine in fine occidental* inde quadraginta qua- 
tuor pedes et tres polUces assise Et medium frontispicium 
inde continet in latitudine ad finem ocddental* versus au- 
strum plusquam diet* interius frontispidum per viginti et 
sex pedes septem poUic* et dimidium assise Ac interius 
frontispidum inde continet in latitudine ad finem ocddental* 
inde versus austrum plusquam medium frontispidum per 
quatuordedm pedes et duos pollices asrise Ac etiam omnia 
iOa sex tenementa mea cum eorum pertinen* situat* ad invi- 
oem in p*ochia sancti Georgii in Podynglane juxta Estcfaepd 
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in wardft de Bdyngedgate London^ inter ten* deca^ et capi- 
tuli dici* eod^ie sancti Pauli London' ex parte oriental^ et ve- 
Dellam vocaf Podynglane ex parte ocddent^ et venellam vo- 
caf saint Gorges lane ex parte austral^ et ten' mistere de les 
Salteres London^ vocat^ le Scaldynghous aliaa dicf Fannov- 
halle ex parte borial^ Acquidem sex tenementa cum parti* 
nen** oontinet per terram in long^tudine in austral^ parte [inde] 
juxtad^cam venellam yocat^ saint Gk>rge8 lane inter orientem 
et ocdden^ qiunquaginta octo pedes et sex pollioes assise et in 
longitudine in borial parte inde juxta dict^ ten** vocaf le 
Scaldynge hous inter orientem et ocddentem septuaginta 
pedes as^se et in latitudine ad finem occidental'* inde juxta 
Podynglane predict"* triginta sex pedes et tres pollioes assise 
et in latitudine ad finem oriental^ inde inter boriam et au- 
strum viginti sex pedes et octo pollioes assise Necnon om'la 
ilia duo mesua^ mea cum eor^ pertinen^ situaf et ja- 
cen^ in parochia sancti Magni Martins in warda pcMitis Lon- 
don^ unde unum mesuagium inde situat^ et jaoet inter r^- 
am stratam ib^m vocat^ Briggestrete ex parte oriental^ parte 
inde juxta dc^am stratam vocat^ Briggestrete inter austrum * 
et boriam decern pedes et quinque poUices assise et regiam 
viam ib^m vocat^ Thamisestrete ex parte bmal^ Et oontinet 
in longitudine in oriental^ parte inde juxta dictum stratam 
Tocat'* Briggestrete inter austrum et boriam decem pedes et 
quinque poUices assise et in longitudine in occidental^ parte 
inde inter austral** et boriam decem pedes et tres poUices ac 
dimid* assise et in laUtudine ad finem borial^ juxta Thamise- 
strete predict* novem pedes et octo pollices assise £t in lati^ 
tudine ad finem austral' inde inter orien** et ocdden^ novem 
pedes septem pollic^ et dimid^ assise Et aliud messuagium 
inde situat** et jacet in Briggestrete predict^ inter stratam de 
Briggestrete ex parte orien^ et tenement^ nuper Johannis 
Brunshop et Augnetis uxoris ejus et ten^ nuper de d'ne 
Alicie Taillard ex partibus occiden^ et austraT et ten"* nuper 
Ricardi Cokkys et Leticie uxoris ejus ex parte borial** Et 
oontinet in longitudine in borial** parte inde inter orientem et 
oodden** sexdecim pedes et septem pollioes assise et in IcHigi- 
tudine in parte austral^ inde inter orientem et oociden** quin- 
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decim pedes et cx^o poUices assise et in latitudine ad finem 
oriental^ inde juxta Briggestrete predict^ decern pedes sex 
pollices et dimid^ assise et in latitudine ad finem occidental^ 
inde inter boriam et austrum novem pedes et septem pol- 
lices asase Que quidem messuagia terr^ ac ten^ ac cetera 
premissa cum eorum pertinen^ nuper fuerunt predicti Hen* 
rid Colet patris mei et que per et post mortem ipsius Hen- 
rid Colet jure hereditar^ mihi descendebant Ac in que om- 
nia et sngula mesuag^ terr^ et ten^ta ego prefatus Joh^es 
Colet jure hereditar^ nuper intravi ac inde plenam et pacifi- 
cam possessionem et sd^nam cepi Ac in hujusmodi posses- 
none mea inde hucusque continuaui et de dsdem mesuagio 
tenr* et ten^ ac ceteris premissis cum eorum pertinen** ad pre- 
sens solus seisitus existo in domin^ meo ut de feodo Habend^ 
et tenend^ om^ia predict^ mesuag^ ac cetera premissa cum 
eorum pertinen^ pnefatis custodibus et ooHtati mistere pre- 
dicte et suooessoribus suis imperp^m de capitalibus d^nis fe- 
od' ilP per servit^ inde debif et de jure consuet^ pro continu- 
atione cujusdam scole in dmiter' d'^ce eccPie sancti Pauli pro 
pueris in eadem scola in bonis moribus et Pratur' erudiend^ 
et pro sustentat^ unius magistri et unius hostiarii vd duorum 
hosdariorum ejusdem scole Ac ad alia opus usus, et inten- 
tiones content'* et spedficat** sine continend^ et q)ecificand'* in 
quibusdam indentur^ inter prefatos custodes et coi'^tem ex 
[una] parte et me prefatum Joh^em Colet ex altera parte de 
et super ]N*emissis inter alia confect^ sive confidend** In cu- 
ju8 rd testimonium huic present! testamento meo sigillum 
meum apposui hiis testibus* 



Number IV. 

De$. Eras. Rot. concio de puero Jesti pronunciata apuero 
in nova schola Joannis Coleti^per eum instihtta Londini, 
in quaprtBsidet imago pueri Jesuy docentis specie. 

PUER apud pueros verba faeturus de ineffabili puero 
Jesu, non optarim mihi Tullianam illam doquentiam, quae 
brevi atque inani voluptate aures deliniat Quantum enim 
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abest Christi sapientia a siqpientia mundi, (abest autem im- 
menflo intervallo,) tantum oportet Christianam eloquentiam 
a mundana differre eloquentia. Sed illud una mecum arden- 
tibus votis impetretis velim ab opdmi Jesu patre Deo, a quo 
ceu fonte bonorum omnium summa proficiscitur, quique so- 
lus foBcundo illo suo Sjnritu Hnguas infantium reddidit diser- 
tas, vel c lactantium ore laudem absolutam depromere «di- 
tus; ut quemadmodum omnis nostra vita non alium ex- 
primere debet, quam ipsum, de quo dicturi sumus, Jesum, 
ita et oratio nostra ilium sapiat, ilium referat, ilium spiiet, 
qui et verbum est PairiSy et verba vUa solus habeiy cujus 
sermo vivus et efficax penetranAor est quaoisgladio ancqriHy 
ad inthnas etiam cordis recessus penetrans: utque ipse, de 
cujus ventre flumina promanant agues viv€Bj non gravetur 
per organum yods nostr» veluti per canalem, in omnium 
Testrum animos influere, multoque gratiie coelesds ucrigare 
succo. Id ita futurum confido, commilitones md chariasimi, 
a piis vods purgatas, ac vere sitientes aures adjungetis, eas 
videlicet aures, quas aetemus ille Sermo requirens in Evan- 
gelio, Qjui habet, inquit, aures ad audiendum, audiat. Nos 
porro cur non audeamus rem banc, arduam quidem illam 
sed tamen piam, aggredi? prsesertim ipso adjutore Deo, in 
quo hoc plus potest mortalis infirmitas, quo minus suis nid- 
tur viribus, et in quo Paulus omnia se posse gloriatur. Jam 
▼ero cum tanto studio flagrent isti qui mundanae, hoc est, 
diabolicse militise dedere nomina, ut suum quique ducon 
laudibus vehant ; nobis quid prius, aut antiquius esse debet, 
quam ut prseceptorem, vindicem, imperatorem nostrum Je- 
sum, ac eundem quidem omnium, sed tamen peculiariter no- 
strum, id est, puerorum prindpem, certatim piis celebremus 
praeooniis? Hunc in primis oognoscere studeamus, cogni- 
tum laudem us, laudatum amemus, amatum exprimamus at- 
que imitemur, imitantes eo fruamur, fruentes immortali fa^ 
licitate potiamur. Sed in tam ubere, tamque immensa rerum 
copia, unde quseso initium, aut ubi finem nostra reperiet 
oratio, cum is de quo loqui paramus, fons nt, vel (ut verius 
dicam) oceanus bonorum omnium. Yerum ut ipse nature 
incomprehensus, et infinitus, tamen sese velut in arctum co- 
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hibuit contraxitque, itidem et nostra orado in explican^s 
ejus laudibus, que modum nesciunt, modum tamen ipsa si- 
bi fadat oportet Equidem tria potissimum esse video^ quse 
vel discipulorum, vel militum animos solent ad gnaviter 
agendum inflammare, ea sunt duds admiratio, amor, et pr»- 
mium. Itaque quo prseceptori nostro ac duld Jesu studiis 
alacrioribus pareamus, agedum singulatim haec in eo pia cu- 
riodtate condderemus. Primo loco quam dt suspidendus 
undique ae stupendus: ddnde quantopere diligendus, atque 
ob id imitandus : postremo quam ingens dilectionis fructus. 
Ac mos quidem est rhetorum in hoc dicendi genere illustrium 
pnndpum adhibere exempla, videlicet quo collatione crescat 
is quern conantur laudibus attollere. Verum Imperator no- 
ster usque adeo superat onme cddtudinis humanse fastigium, 
ut quicquid quantumvis egre^um adhibueris, tenebras ad- 
moveris, non lucem. Cujus enim imagines ac natalium 
splendor non videatur esse fumus, d cum Jesu componas, 
qui qiridem ineffiibili, imo etiam incog^tabili ratione Deus a 
Beo semper absque tempore nasdtur sstemo summoque Pa- 
rend per omnia sequalis ? Quanquam hujus vel humana na- 
dvitas nonne facile r^[um omnium claritatem obscurave* 
rit? quippe qui stupente rerum natura, auctore Patre, af- 
flante Spiritu, pronubo angelo, dtra virilem operam, virgo 
de vir^e ccelitus gravida, natus est homo in tempore, et 
rursum ita natus est homo, ut neque Deus esse dedneret, 
neque sordium nostrarum quicquid omnino contraheret. Jam 
vero quid eo fingi potest amplius, qui infusus per omnia, nullo 
tamen loco cohibitus, in sdpso manet immensus? Quid 
illo didus qui summum illud est bonum, a quo bona proma- 
nant omnia, nee tamen ipse diminui potest ? Quid illustrius 
eo, qui s[dendor est patemse glorise, quique solus iUummat 
omnem hominem venientem in hunc mundum f Quid illo 
potendus, cui Pater Omnipotens universam tradidit potesta- 
tem in ccelo et in terra ? quid efficadus eo, qui simplid nutu 
condidit universa; ad cujus jussum silesdt mare, vertuntur 
rerum spedes, fugiunt morbi, conddunt armati, pelluntur 
diemones, serviunt elementa, sdnduntur petrae, revivifeuht 
mortui, redpscunt peccatores, denique novantur 6mnia? 
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Quid augustius eo, quern admirantur superi^ tremunt inferi, 
me<Uu8 hie orbis supplex adorat, ad cujus oomparadonem 
summi r^es nihil aliud quam venniculos esse sese coufiteii- 
tur ? Quid eo fortius et invictius, qui solus mortem aliis iu- 
victam, sua morte devicit, ac Satanae tyrannidem oodiesti vir<- 
tute demolitus est? Quid triumphantius eo, qui perfracds 
ac spoliatis inferis, tot piis oomitatus animabus, yictor coelos 
adiit, ilnque sedet ad dextram Dei Patris ? Quid illo sapi- 
entius, qui tarn admirabili ratione cuncta oondidit) ut Tel in 
apiculis tot tantaque suae sapientie reliquerit miracula, qui- 
que tarn stupendo rerum ordine atque harmonia nectit, ocm- 
tinet, administrat universa, obiens omnia, nee tamen a seipso 
discedens, omnia movens, ipse immotus ; omnia ooneutiens, 
ipse tranquillus : postremo in quo id quod stultissimum est 
umversam mortalium sophorum sajnentiam longo superat 
intervallo? eujus debet nobis esse gravior auetoritas, quam 
ejus de quo Pater ipse palam est testificatus, Hie est FUku 
meus dilechiSj in quo mihi complacuij ipsum auditef Quid 
seque reyerendum, atque is cujus oeulis pers[neua sunt om- 
nia?. Quid perinde formidandum atque ille, qui solo nutu 
potest et aniTnam et corpus in iartara mitteref Quid au- 
tem formodus eo, cujus vultum intueri summa est felicitas? 
Denique, a multis pretium addit antiquitas, quid illo and- 
quius, qui nee inidum habet, nee finem est habiturus ? Sed 
fortasse magb conyenerit, ut pueri puerum admiremur, 
quandoquidem hie quoque stupendus occurrit, usque adeo 
quod illius est infimum, sublimius est iis quae sunt apud ho- 
mines excelsissima. Quantus erat ille, quem infantulum ya- 
g^entem, pannosum, abjectum in prassepe tamen coelitus ca- 
nunt angeli, adorant pastores, adorat et quae genuit, agno- 
scunt bruta animantia, indicat Stella, yenerantur magi, dmet 
rex Herodes, trepidat omnis Hierosolyma, sanctus amplecdtur 
Sjmeon, yadcinatur Anna, et in spem saluds eriguntur pii. 
O humilem sublimitatem et sublimem humilitatem ! Si noya 
miramur, quid simile unquam aut factum, aut auditum, aut 
cogitatum ? Si magna suspicimus, quid nostro Jesu modis 
omnibus amplius, quem nulla creatura posmt vel exprimere 
yoce, yel cogitatione concipere ? Hujus magnitudinem qui 
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velit oratione oomplecti, is multo stultius agat, quam si co- 
netur vastissinitim oceanum angusto exhaurire cyatho. Ado- 
randa est ejus immensitas magis quam explicanda, quam vel 
hoc ipso magis mirari convenit, quo minus assequimur. 
Quidni nos faciamus, cum magnus ille pt'secursor indignum 
sese pronunciet, qui corrigiam calceamentorum ejus solvat ? 
Agite igitur, pueri suavissimi, hoc tam inclyto puero Jesu 
prseceptore, hoc tam insigni duce, sancta superbia gloriemur, 
hujus sublimitas nobis ad pie audendum animos addat, in 
hoc uno nobis ipsi placeamus ut existimantes illius omnia 
nobis esse communia, nos ipsos meliores arbitremur, quam 
qui, semel tali addicti imperatori, mundo vitiisve sordidissi- 
mis utique dominis serviamus. 

Secundapars, 

Sed admirantur, et contremiscunt etiam daemones, amant 
soli pii. Quamobrem altera hujus orationis pars, ut proprius 
ad nos pertmet, ita est attentioribus auribus accipienda, vi- 
delicet quot nominibus Jesus sit nobis amandus, vel red- 
amandus magis, ut qui nos et nondum conditos, ante omne 
tempus amavit in se, in quo jam tum erant omnia. Itaque 
nativa sua bonitate cum nihil essemus, nos finxit, finxit au- 
tem non quodvis animal, sed homines, et finxit ad sui ipsius 
imaginem, hoc est summi boni capaces, ac sacro suo oris af- 
flatu spiritum vitalem indidit. Ad haec ceteris animantibus 
imperio nostro parere jusflis, quin etiam angelis in nostri tu- 
telam designatis, latissimam banc, ac pulcherrimam mundi 
fabricam nostris addixit usibus. In qua nos velut in admi- 
ralnli quodam theatro constituit, ut in rebus creatis opificis 
sapentiam admiraremur, bonitatem amaremus, potentiam 
veneraremur, quoque id magis fieret, tot animi dotibus or- 
navit, tam perspicad ingenii lumine condeooravit. Quid hoc 
animante fingi poterat vel admirabilius, vel felidus? Sed O 
semper felicitatis comitem invidiam. Rursum serpentis astu 
in peccatum, hoc est plus quam in nihilum relapsus est miser. 
Sed hie tu rursum optime Jesu, quam inefFabili consilio, 
quam inaudito exemplo, quam incomparabili charitate tuum 
figmentum restituisti? Nam ita restituisti, ut labi prope- 
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modum expedient, eamque culpam quidam Don absurde fe- 
licem YocaveriU Omnia debebamus Conditori, at Rqpanitori 
plusquam omnia debemus. Ultro temetipsum e r^no pa- 
tris in hoc nostrum exilium demisisti ; ut nos paradiao ex* 
actos, coeli dves redderes: nostram humanam camem as- 
sumpsisti, ut nos in tuie divinitatis consortium aacisceres: 
nostrum hunc limum induisti, ut nos immortalitatis gloria 
vestires : nostra tectus forma, nobiscum in hoc calamitoso 
mundo complures annos agere voluisti, ut vel sic in tui ra- 
peres amorem ; nudus in hanc lucem, imo noctem emeraisti, 
nobiscum atque adeo pro nobis vagisti, atisti, esuristi, al- 
sisti, sestuasti, laborasti, delassatus es, ^^uisti, v%;ilasti, jgut- 
nasti : tot malis nostris obnoxius esse voluisti, ut nos ab om- 
nibus exemptos malis, in tui, hoc est summi boni communi- 
onem assereres. Deinde per omnem sanctismmse vitie tuae 
seriem, quam efllcacibus exemplis animos nostros inflammas ? 
quam salutaribus praecq[>tia arudis^ ac formas? quam sfu- 
pendis miracuJiis experge&cis ? quam blandis monitis tnhis ? 
quam certis promissis inyitas, ut non at alia oommodkir via 
ad te, nisi p^ teipsum, qui unus es viOf Veritas^ et viku 
Sed viam non incticasti modo, verumetiam aperuisti, dtim 
pro nobis vinciri, trahi, damnari, rideri, csedi, conspui, ▼»- 
pulari, probris affici, demum in ara crucis agnus sine ma- 
cula immolari voluisti, ut nos tuis vinculis solvo'es, tuis aa- 
nares vuhieribus, tuo lavares sanguine, tua morte ad immor- 
talitat^n eveheres. In summa totum te nobis impencUsd, 
ut tui (si fieri possit) jactura nos perditos servares. Vitie 
redditus, toties tuis apparuisti, atque illis intuentibus Patrem 
repetisti, ut membra confiderent eo se perventura, quo caput 
jam praecessisse conspicerent. Deinde quo magis oonfirma- 
res amicos Patre placato^ egre^um illud perpetui amoris 
tui pignus misisti sacrum ilium Sjnritum, quo mortui mun- 
do, longe verius ac felicius jam viveremus in te, quam noatro 
hoc spiritu vivimus. Quaeso quid his summae charitatis ar- 
gumentis poterat acoedere? Ne haec quidem tarn multa, 
tam magna flagrantiaaimo tuo in nos amori sat erant Quia 
enim oommemorare possit, quot martyrum martibus noa ad 
hujusvitae contemptum ammaa? quot viiginum exemfdia 
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ad oontbentiam aocendis? quot sanctorum monumends ad 
pietatem solicitas P quam admirandis ecdesiae tuse saciumen-. 
tb oommunis paritear et ditas? Ut consolaris, erigis, ar- 
mas, doces, mones, trahis, rapb, mutas, transformas nos ar- 
canifl tuis Uteria, in quibus vivas quasdam tui scintillulas 
eondi voluisti, magnum amoris incendium excitaturas, si 
quia modo pia diligentia conetur excutere. Denique quam 
undique nobis obvius es, ne quando liceat oblivisci tuL 
Ad hflBC quam paterne toleras peccantes; quam clementer 
redpis ad te redeuntes? Nee imputas beneficia tua gratis, 
nee reapiscenubus nostra imputas malefisu^ta. Ut subinde 
tadtis velMois, ae trabis instinctibus ? ut emendas adversis? 
ut allkns prosperis ? ut omnem moves lapidem, ut nusquam 
oessat ardentisflima tua charitas in fovendis, asserendis, tu- 
endis, beandis nobis ? Sed quam pauca de tam innumeris 
perstrinximus, commilitones? et tamen videtis quam sit im* 
mensus benejBdorum acervus. Eat nunc qui volet et PyUu 
das, Orestes, Perithoos, Theseos, Damonas, ac Pythias ver- 
bis jdialeratis efferat, mera prse iis nugamenta. Atque haec 
quidem eontulit ultro nihil promeritis, imo transfugis, atque 
boBtibus, et a quibus nihil omnino mutui beneficii redire po- 
terat Si medioeribus oflSciis homines ad amandum homi* 
nem aooendimur, hunc conditorem, vindicem, sic amantem, 
sic promeritum, non saltern redamabimus P quandoquidem 
banc solam gratiam ille a nobis reposcit, quam tamen ipsam 
in nostrum refundit lucrum. Adamas sanguine moUescit 
hiidno. Aquila^, leones, pardi, delphines, draoones, agnos- 
cunt ac referunt benefidum : et O duritiam cordis humani 
plusquam adamantinam, sd tam inaudita charitate non mi« 
tescit : O ingratitudinem pkisquam belluinam, si tantorum 
meritorum potest oblivisci : O singularem impudentiam dicam 
an potius dementiam, si sic eonditus, sic restitutus, tac locu* 
pletatua, tanta obrutus beneficentia, ad tantas vocatus spes, 
quicquam amare potest, prseter ilium unum, in quo et a quo 
sunt omnia, quique nolns omnia secum impertit Porro au* 
tern quanquam hsec charitas mortales omnes complectitur, 
tamen nos illi peculiariter debemus, propt^ea quod in nos- 
trum hoc est puerorum ordinem singularem quadam pro- 
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pensione atque indulgentia fuisse sese, pluribus dedaravit 
argumentis. Primum quod ita ut erat vatum oraculis pro- 
missus, puer parvulus nasci voluit, cum esset immensus. 
Propterea quod adhuc uteri virginei latebris indusus, infan- 
tis item nondum nati gesticulatione, atque exultatione gavi- 
sus est salutari. Deinde quod statim innocentium puerorum 
sanguine, suam nativitatem voluit oonsecrari, ut his quam 
veiitibus, dux invictus bellum auspicaretur. Adde bis, 
quod instante morte triumphali Hierosolymam veniens pu- 
erorum occursu, atque officio deoorari, puerorum voce suas 
laudes decantari maluit. Jam vero quam amantem, quamque 
solicitum puerorum patronum a^t, cum matribus infantes 
suos offerentibus ut Jesu contactu consecrarentur, discipu- 
los ne possent admitti vetantibus indignans : SinUe, inquit, 
parvtdos venire ad me. Neque vero puerifi benedixit tan- 
tum, verum etiam negat ulli mortalium aditum patere in 
regnum ocelorum, nisi qui ad parvulorum formam descende- 
rit. Rursum, quam amanter et illud ? cum tarn graviter 
deterret ab ofTendendis pumllis, affirmans magis expedire, 
ut molari siuco coUo attigato pr<Bceps m mare detur aiiqfiiSy 
qtiam ut unum quefidibet ex his parvuUs qffhndat. Atque 
bis quam insigne addidit elogium ad puerorum commenda- 
tionem ? Amen dico vobis, Angeli eorum semper videntjiui- 
em Pcntris. Gratias agit tibi tuus tibique dicatus grex, 
Jesu prseceptor, cui quseso ut sacras tuas manus semper 
admovere velis, et ab omni scandalo procul arceas. Quid 
illud ? nonne magnum amoris indicium, cum puero in me- 
diiun collato, discipulis eum exemplo proponit? iVtn, in^ 
quiens, conversiJiierUis^ et effidamini sicui parvtdus iste^ 
non intrabUis in regnum ccelorum. Ann<Hi eodem pertinet? 
cimi Nicodemo sciscitanti, qua via posat ad vitam immor- 
talem pertingere, jubet ut denuo remucatuTy hoc est in pu» 
erum redeat. Usque adeo Christo dud nostro placuit in* 
fantia, ut senes etiam cogat repuerascere, si modo velint ad 
illius admitti consortium, extra quem nulla salutis spes 
est. Neque vero a Christo dissonat Petrus cum admonet, ut 
tornqtiam nuper editi infantes lac concupiscamus. Neque 
discrepat Paulus, Filioli mri^ inquiens, quas iterumparturiOy 
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dcnecjbrmeiur Chrutue in vobis. Idem pajrvulos in Christo 
lacte potat. Multa sunt id genus in mysticis Uteris; omnino 
Christianismus nihil aliud est quam renaseentia, quam re- 
puerascentia qusedam. Magnum igitur pueri, magnum pu- 
eriti« sacramentum, qua Jesus tantopere delectatus est. 
Non contemnatis a&tatem nostram, quam verus ille rerum 
^estimator tanti fecit; tantum demus operam, ut ejusmodi 
fflmus pueri, cujusmodi diligit Jesus, Diligit autem inno- 
cuos pueros, dociles, ^mplices, atque illud interim memine- 
rimus, banc Deo gratam pueritiam non in annis esse sitam, 
sed in animis, non in tempoiibus, sed in moribus. Est enim 
prseposterum quoddam, nobisque magnopere fugiendum 
puerorum genus, qui mento levi, mente sunt hirsuta, et 
eetate impuberes, vitiosa astutia senes sunt. Est igitur no- 
vum quoddam pueritise genus quod* a Christo probatur, pu- 
eritia citra puerilitatem, et omnino senilis qundam pueritia, 
quae non annorum numero constat, sed innocentia, sed in- 
genii simplidtate. An non id palam indicat Petrus cum ait, 
Deponentes igitur omnem maliciamf et omnem doluniy et si- 
mtdaiionesj et invidiasy et detrectatianes, si^ modo geniti 
infimteSf rationale^ et sine dcio lac oMcupiscitey ut in eo 
crescatis in salutem. Cur addidit rationale ? nempe ut ex- 
cluderet stultitiam, quae hujus fere aetatis consuevit esse co- 
mes. Cur detrahit invidias, simulationes, ac reliqua id ge- 
nus vitia, quae senum sunt quasi peculiaria ? nimirum ut in- 
teUigeremus, Christi pueros simplicitate ac puritate aestimari 
non natalibus. Ad eundem modum etPaulus: JlfaZi^,inquit, 
parvuli estate^ sensibus autem perfecti. Quanquam est omni- 
no in ipsa puerorum aetate nativa quaedam bonitas, et velut 
umbra qu£edam ac simulachrum innocentiae, vel spes potius 
atque indoles futurae probitatis : mollis, et in quemvis habi- 
tum sequax animus, pudor optimus innocentiae custos, inge* 
nium vitiis vacuum, corporis nitor, ac veluti flos quidam ver- 
nantis aevi, et nescio quomodo quiddam spiritibus cognatum 
ac familiare. Neque enim temere fit, ut quoUes apparent 
angeli, puerili specie sese offerant oculis. Quin etiam magi, 
si quando suis incantamentis spiritum eliciunt, in puerile 
corpus feruntur accarsere. At quanto libentius Spiritus ille 
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DivinuB, piis ac Sanctis evocatus votift, in hujusnodi domi- 
dlia demigrabit ? Ergo ad has naturse dotes si aooessmt 
sumini illius et absoluti pueri imitation turn demum et grati 
in ilium, et illo digni pueri videbimur. Etenim sic piome- 
ritum quis possit non amare? Verum enimvero ea voi 
amoris vis est, ut ejus quod ames quam simillimus esse cu- 
pias. Quod si in nobis effidt amor humanus, quantum semu- 
landi studium exdtabit amor divinus, cui ille odlatus, vix 
amoris umbeDa est? Proinde si vere atque ex animo non 
verbo tenus Jesum amamus, Jesum pro nostra lorili cone- 
mur exprimere, vel potius in Ulum transformari Quod s 
virum assequi non possumus: saltem pueri puerum imi- 
temur. Quanquam hoc ipsum facinus est haudquaquam 
puerile, imo senilibus etiam viribus majus, sed quod fere 
nusquam sucoedat felicius quam in pueris. Etenim quoties 
negotium ab humano pendet prsesidio, tum robur, setaa, 
sexus expenditur, verum ubi gratias res a^tur, non naturae, 
tum hoc eflScadus exerit sese miraculum spiritus, quo minus 
erat opis ac fiduciae in came. Denique quid dulnt^nus, 
aut diffidamutf Ipso formante, fingente, ac transformante nos, 
quern conamur exprimere ? Quis Danieli puero tantum ad- 
didit prudentise ? quis puero Solomoni tantum tribuit ai^- 
entiae? quis tribus illis pueris tantum adjunxit tolerantiae? 
quis puerum Hely dignum divino fecit alloquio ? quis Nioo- 
lao puero? quis ^gidio? quis Benedicto? quis Agneti? 
quis Cedlise ? quis tot tarn teneris virgunculis tam maacu- 
1am atque invictam virtutem dedit? profecto non natura, 
sed gratia, et ubi minus succurrit natura, ibi mirabilius ope^ 
ratur gratia. Hac igitur freli, magno animo studium aemu* 
landi puerum Jesum capessamus, nee unquam ocnlos ab 
eo velut a scopo deflectamus. Absolutum exemplar babe- 
mus, nihil est quod aliunde petere cporteat. Omnia iUius 
vita, quid nos sequi debeamus, clamitat Quid autem docuit 
ille puer purissimus de purissima virgine natus, nisi ut cm* 
nem hujus mundi spurdtiam et inquinamenta vitemua, at> 
que angelicam quandam vitam jam nunc in tenia medi- 
temur, hoc est, id esse studeamus, quod illic semper sumua 
fiituri. Porro spiritus Jesu cum omnes sordes averaatur, et 
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odit, turn pnedpue belluiiiam illam^ et prdnus homine in- 
dignam libidinem. Quid autan docuit nos, natus peregre, 
editus in tuguriolo, abjectus in pnesepe, pannis involutus, 
nisi ut semper meminerimus nos hie paucorum dienun hos- 
pites esse, utque calcatis opibus, spretis mundi falsis honori- 
bus, per pios labores ad coelestem illam patriam expediti 
festinemus, in qua jam nunc animo vivamus oportet, etiamsi 
oorporeis interim pedibus terram contingimus. Rursum 
quid admonuit in ^gyptum aufugiens, nisi ut inquinatorum 
oommercium modis omnibus devitemus, qui Jesum in nobis, 
hoc est, innocentiam, ac mundi neglectum conantur extin- 
guere? Quid vero docuit circumcisus, nisi ut omnes camis 
affectus, ad Christum properantibus obstrepentes, ampute* 
mus, ac tanquam in nobis ipsis mortui, solo Jesu spiritu 
ducamur ac vegetemur? Quid docuit oblatus in templo, 
niffl ut totos nos ab ipsa jam infantia Deo, rebusque sacris 
dicemus, consecremusque ac protinus recenti adhuc mentis 
testula Jesum imbibamus? Neque enim ilia setas ad discen- 
dam jnetatem immatura est, imo non est alia magis tem- 
pestiva ad discendum Christum, quam ea quae mundum ad- 
hue nesdt. Jam ipn apud vos sestimate pueri, puer ille sic 
natus, sac Deo dicatus, quam Sanctis studiis totam pueritiam 
transq^erit, non otio, non dbo, non somno, non ineptis lu*> 
nbus, non stultis fabulis, non evagationibus, quemadmo* 
dum puerorum vulgus faat^ sed aut paientum obsequiis, 
aut sacris precationibus, aut auscultandis doetoribus, aut 
piis meditationibus, aut Sanctis ac seriis cum sequalibus pu- 
eris odloquiis. An non haec cum multis similibus suirtmatim 
complexus est sanctus Lucas, cum scribit ad hunc modum ? 
Puer crescehaty et confbrtabatur plenus sapientiaj et gratia 
Dei erai in iUo. An non palam videtis novum pueritue ge- 
nus ? De pristinis pueris dictum est : StultiHa coUigaia est 
in corde pueri: de novo hoc audids, plenue eapieniia. Quid 
adhuc flstads inscitiam prseteximus, cum audiamus non sapi- 
entem, sed plenum sapientia puerum ? Videte ut omnem 
rerum ordinem hie puer invertit, qui loquitur in Apocalypsi : 
Ecce ego novajbcio omnia. Perditur sajnentia senum, ac 
prudentia pnidenUum reprobatur, et pueri implentur sapi- 

u4 
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entia. Nimirum hoc nomine gratias agena Patri : quonianij 
inquit, abscondisti hac a sapientUms^ et revdasH parvuUs. 
Porro ne stultam hujus mundi, ac fucatam sapientiam affec- 
taremus, protinus adjecit, et grettia Dei erat in iUo. Is vero 
demum sapit, qui mundo desipit et nil nisi Christum sapit. 
Is non e philosophorum libris, non e Scoticis argutiis, sed 
sincera fide cognoscitur, spe tenetur, charitate devincitur. 
Jam vero quam multa docuit nos ubi duodecim natus an- 
nos, a parentibus furtim subducit sese, ne inter notes qui- 
dem ac propinquos repertus, post triduum denique inventus 
est. Sed ubi tandem inventus est ? num in circulis ? num in 
choreis ? num in viis ? aut foro ? Audite pueri, ubi reper- 
tus est' Jesus, relictis parentibus, quodammodo fu^tivus, et 
ubi vos versari conveniat intelligetis : in templo, inquam, in- 
venhts est, in medio doctorwm sedens, audiens iUaSj ac vp- 
cissim interrogans. Quid docuit nos Jesus his tam admi- 
randis factis ? non dubium quin rem magnam, rem seriam, 
rem imitandam docuerit. Quid autem ? quid ? nisi ut gran- 
descente in nobis Chnsto, quandoquidem et in nobis naaci- 
tur, et habet suos setatum gradus, donee occurramus in 
virum perfectum et in mensuram plenitudinis ejusf Ergo 
cum grandescit in nobis, docet ut naturales parentum et 
amicorum affectus in Deum transferamus, nihil hie amemus, 
nihil miremur, nisi in Christo, et Christum in omnibus. 
Meminerimus nos venun patrem, patriam, cognatos, amicos 
habere in coelis. Verum ne quis imaginetur hunc parentum 
neglectum, fastum, aut inobedientiam sapere, consequitur, 
et erat sttbdiius iUis. Imo nemo suos parentes verius amat, 
nemo magis pie coht, nemo observantius morem gent, quam 
qui sic contemnit. Quid autem est sedere in templo, nisi in 
rebus sacris conquiescere, et ad discendum animum ab om- 
nibus tranquillum curis adferre ? nihil autem vitiis est tur- 
bulentius, et otium ac] quietem amat sapientia : jam a quo 
tandem nos gravemur discere, quam attentas aures prsecep- 
toribus prsebere convenit, cum puer ille ccdestis, sapientia 
Dei Patris, in medio doctorum sedeat, audiens vicis^m ac 
respondens, sed ita respondens, ut omnes gus sapiendam 
admirarentur ? neque id minim, ciun is esset, ad quern om- 
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nis mundi 8iq>ieDtia stulta est Prseclara res legum pruden- 
tia, ^;re^a res philosophise cognitio, suspicienda res theo- 
logias professio, verum a quis Jesum audiat, illico stultes- 
cunt omnia. At nostra responsio, si sapientise miraculum 
exdtare non potest, certe sapiat modestiam, sonet innocen- 
tiam. Ilursum obsecro, quam morigeros, quam obsequentes 
DOS esse decet parentibus ac prseceptoribus, quos potiores 
ydut ingenii parentes habemus, posteaquam ille Dominus 
omnium, cum a parentibus non intelligeretur, tamen subdi- 
tus illis redierit in Nazareth. Debetur hoc pietati, debetur 
parentum reverentise, ut aliquoties illorum voluntati oonce- 
damus, etiam si nos meliora viderimus. Sed jam operae pre- 
tium est audire, quam apto fini Lucas Jesu pueritiam con- 
duserit. Et Jesus, inquit, prqfidebat sapienHoy estate^ et 
graHa apud Deum, et apud homines. Quam multa quam 
pauds nos docuit? Primum cum aetatis accessione pietatis 
item accesdonem oportere copulari, ne illud in nos jure 
did posdt, quod in hominum vulgus divus dixit Augusti- 
nus, ** Qui major est setate, major est iniquitate.*" Neve in 
hoc pulcherrimo certamine unquam restemus, aut nos asse- 
cutos arbitremur, sed in morem currentium in stadio, a tergo 
relicta neghgentes, in anteriora nitamur, ac semper a bonis 
ad mdiora, a melioribus ad optima proficere conemur, donee 
ad metam, hoc est, hujus vitse finem perventum erit. Socra- 
tes jam admodum senex perinde quasi nihil sciret, ita sem- 
per et a quovis diacere dtiebat. Itidem et nos, quo ma^ in 
Christo fuerimus, hoc minus nobis placebimus, si modo vere 
m iUo fuerimus progress. Adeo ftXavria pestis est et studi- 
orum, et pietatis, ac, juxta Fabium, prsecox illud ingeniorum 
genus, non temere pervenit ad frugem vel eruditionis, vel 
innooentiae. EqUidem nee ordinem otiosum esse puto apud 
Deum, et apud homines, ut intelligamus in primis dandam 
operam, ut vita nostra Deo placeat. Id agentes humanus 
&vor uhro consequetur. Nihil enim virtute pulchrius, nihil 
amabilius, quam laus haec magis sequi solet, quo minus ap- 
petitur. Pauds ut potuimus vobis expressimus exemplar 
pueri, quern et amare plurimum, et imitan studiosissime de- 
bemus. Atque omnino tantum videbimur amare, quantum 
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Aierimus imitati. Runum tanto pleiiius imitabuniir, quanto 
amabimus ardentius. Froitide hoc ipeum ab illo quotklianifl 
ac puris jHrecibus flagitemus, ut nobis donet anKNre sui fla- 
grare, sui rimiles evadere, hoc est, castos, puros, incoota- 
minatos, mites, simplices, tractabiles, expertes fuci, ignanis 
doli, nescios invidiae, parentibus morigaxis, praeceptoribus 
dicto audientes, mundi oontemplores, rebus divinis addictos, 
piis Uteris intentos, nobisipsis quotidiemeUores, probatos su- 
peris, gratos hominibus, odore bonse famse quam jdurimos 
ad Christum allicientes. Hec, inquam, assidue flagitemus, 
haec manibus pedibusque conemur, dum habilis aetas, iH^vi 
alioqui fugitura. Etenim si recte monuit Fabius, cqitima 
statim ac primo discenda: quid prius disci debet quam 
Christus, quo nihil est melius, imo quid aliud discere car- 
tel Christianum, quam eum unum, quern noMe^ vUa eH 
tetemaf quemadmodum ipse testatur, Patrem arans in 
Evtogelio. Id si curabimus, utcunque pro virili gratiam 
referemus, tarn singulariter de nobis merito, et illi referendo 
gratiam, ipsum nobis lucri£eu^emus. Referemus autem hoc 
plenius, quo vehementius tedamabimus. Porro hoc magis 
redamabimus, quo magis yita ac moribus exprimemus P Jam 
quo magis exprimemus, hoc magis ipso locupletabimur. 

TerHapars. 

At interim nonnullis forsitan succurret animo^ dunun 
banc esse militiam, repudiatis omnibus, cum Christo crucem 
tollere. Sed memiueritis, fratres dilectisfflmi, longe diversam 
mundi et Christi esse naturam. Mundus ceu fiicata mere* 
trix, prima fronte blandus nobis et aureus occurrit, postea 
quo ingrediare altius, quo propius inspidaS) hoc magis ac 
magis tetra, putida, fellita sunt otnnia. E diverso Christus 
procul intuentibus durior apparet, dum cruces vid^nus, 
dum Yoluptatum ac vitae contemptum. Verum si quis fidenii 
animo totum sese in iUum rejiciat, reperiet nihil esse mol- 
lius, nihil expeditius, nihil dulcius. Nisi forte verum Hon 
dixit Veritas in evangelio, cum ait: ToUiie Jugum meum 
super vosj et invenietie requiem animabus veHris ;jugum 
enim meum suave estj et onus meum leve. Hsc nimirum 
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▼are est ardua ilia virtutis via, quam et dim tanto ante 
Christum utcunque sommavit Hesiodus, ^'primo aditu aspe- 
'< rior, progremu semper et fadlior, et amcenior.'" Sed quid 
tandem asperum yideri potest, quo ad tarn ingens, tarn cer- 
tum itur pnemium P Si juxta sapentis dictum ^< spes prsB- 
<' mii minuit vim flagelli,'" quis in hac momentanea vita, non 
kve, non dulce judicet, quo coelestem illam, et nunquam desi- 
turam siln paret vitam, setemum regnare cum Christo,a8ridue 
summum illud intueri bonum, versari in angelonim contu- 
beniioy ib omni malmrum metu procul abesse ? Quis oro 
tantum hoc premium, non vel sexoentis mortibus emptum 
velit? Atqui hoc tantum donativum pollicetur militibus 
sob imperator noster Jesus, qui neque fallere potest, neque 
mentiri novit Jam apud vosmetipsos expendite fructus 
fetemitatem, ac magnitudinem, contra quam breve hujus 
militise tempus, nimirum baud longius ipsa vita, quse quid 
aKud est, quam vapor ad exiguum tempus apparens, aut 
unius horse somnium ? sed agedum, de hoc interim insesti. 
mfdUli prsemio sileamus, atque inspiciamus quam abunde 
magna mercede dux noster militum suorum labores etiam in 
hac vita compenset, quamque disparem metant messem, qui 
mundo militant, et qui meruit sub Christo Jesu. Audi- 
amus quid ipsi dicant imjni in libro Sapientise: LcusaH 
rnnrnua in via iniquitoHs^ perditionia ambukmmus viaa dkf^ 
jUSkSy viam autem Domini ignoravimtts. Illectat mundus 
fucads bonorum amulacris, quse nihil aliud sunt, quam mel'- 
lita venena. Mox attractos, et velut inautoratos, Deum im- 
nuMTtalem ! in quas curas, quas soUicitudines, quas turbas, 
quse dispendia, quae dedeoofa, in quam oonscise mentis car*- 
nifidnam, in quam infeUcem exitum miseros adducit? ut 
hie quoque jam abunde magnas impietatis pcenas dedisse 
videantur, etiama nulli oonsequantur inferi. At qui rejectis 
mundi fuds, in Jesum, hoc est, summum bonum, omnem 
amorem, curam, studiumque transferunt, totique ab Ulo pen* 
dent, ii juxta promissum evangelicum, non modo vitam 
selemam posndebunt, verum etiam in hoc seculo centuplum 
acripient. Quid est autem aodpere centuplum? Nempe pro 
fucads bonis vera, pro incertis certa, pro fluxis aetema, pro 
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veneno tinctis flinoera, pro curis ocium, pro solicitudiiie fidu- 
dam, pro turbulentia tranquillitatem, pro dispendiis udli- 
tatem, pro flagitiis integritatem, pro consdentiie cruciatu se- 
cretum et ineffabile gaudium, pro turpi atque infelici ex- 
itu gloriosam ac triumphalem mortem. Sprevisti divitias 
amore Christi, in ipso veros invenies thesauros: rejedsti 
falsos honores, in hoc longe eris honoratior : n^lexisti pa^ 
rentum affectus, hoc indulgentius fovebit te Pater verus, 
qui est in coelis: pro nihilo habuisti mundanam sapientiam, 
in Christo ]onge verius sapies, ac felicius: aspematus es 
pestiferas voluptates, in ipso multo alias invenies delidas. 
fireviter ubi arcanas illas, sed veras opes Chrisd, dispulsa 
mundi caligine videris, omnia quas prius arridebant, qu« 
solidtabant, ea non solum non admiraberis, sed perinde ut 
pestes quasdam fugies, rejicies, aversaberis. Fit enim mi- 
rum in modum, ut simul atque coelestis ilia lux animos 
Bostros penitus attigerit, protinus nova quaedam omnium 
rerum facies oboriatur. Itaque quod paulo ante dulce vide- 
batur, nunc amarescit : quod amarum, dulcescit : quod hor- 
rendum, blanditur : quod blanditur, horrescit : quod splen- 
didum ante, nunc sordidum : quod potens, infirmum : quod 
formosum, deforme : quod nobile, ignobile : quod opulen- 
tum, egenum: quod sublime, humiie; quod lucrum, dam- 
num: quod sapiens, stultum: quod vita, mors: quod ex- 
petendum, fugiendum, et contra : ut repente mutata rerum 
spede, nihil minus esse judices, quam id quod esse videban- 
tur. Ergo in uno Christo compendio, ac vera reperiuntur 
omnia bona, quorum inanes ac mendaces imagines et umbras 
ceu prasstigias mundus hie ostentat, quas miserum mortalium 
vulgus tanto animi tumultu, tands dispendiis, tantis pmcu- 
lis, per fas nefasque persequitur. Quam obsecro beatitudi- 
nem cum hoc animo conferre queas ? qui jam Uber dt ab 
errore, liber ab aSectibus, securus, semper gaudens ob testi- 
monium consdentise, nulla de re solicitus, altus, sublimis, ac 
ccelo proximus, jamque supra sortem humanam, qui Christo 
excelsisdma petra nixus, omnes hujus seculi fucos, tumul- 
tus, procellas ex alto rideat, negligat, vel potius commisere- 
tur? Quid autem timeat is, qui propugnatorem habeat 
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Deuvi? Ignominiam P At summa est gloria pro Chiisto 
ignominiam pati. Paupertatem ? At opum sarcinam ]ubens 
abjicit, quisquis ad Christum properat. Mortem? At ea 
maxime in votis est, per quam scit sese ad immortalem vitam 
esse transmittendum. Qua de re sit solicitus, cujus Pater 
ccBlestis etiam pilos babet amiumeratos ? Quid autem cupiat 
is, qui in Christo possidet omnia ? quid enim non commune 
membris et capiti ? Jam vero quanta est hominis non modo 
felicitas, verum etiam dignitas, vivum esse membrum sane- 
tisfiimi corporis ecclesiss, idem esse cum Christo, eandem 
camem, eundem spiritum, oommunem cum iUo habere Pa- 
trem in coelis, Christum habere fratrem, ad communem cum 
illo bsereditatem destinatum esse : breviter jam non hominem 
esse, sed Deum? Adde his gustum quendam foelicitatis 
futurse, quem pise mentes subinde percipunt. Hsec nimi- 
rum viderat, hsec senserat propheta, cum ait: Ncc auris 
audivit^ nee ocubts vidit^ nee in cor hominis ascenditj 
qu(B priBparasH Deus dUigentihus te. Proinde charissimi 
sodales, si dabimus operam, ut vere Christi membra simus, 
juxta illud propheticum dictum : Juaiua ut p<dma Jlorebit^ 
etiam in hac vita perpetua quadam adolescentia vemabimus, 
non animo tantum, verum etiam corpore. Etenim quemad- 
modum floridus ille Jesu spiritus in nostrum spiritum redun- 
dabit, ita noster vicissim in suum corpus, influet, et quoad 
fieri potest, in sese transformabit Nee poterit tantus animi 
ac corporis nitor vestium sordes ferre. Nam animus noster 
habitaculum est Dei, animi domicilium est corpus, porro 
vestis et ipsa corporis quodammodo corpus est. Ita fiet ut 
capitis puritati totus homo respondeat, donee peracta hac 
vita ad immortalitatem traducatur.. 

EpUoffus. 

Agite igitur, optimi commilitones, ad banc tantam felici- 
tatem summis viribus enitamur, ducem nostrum Jesum 
unum admiremur, quo majus nihil esse potest, immo sine 
quo nihil est omnino magnum. Hunc unum amemus, quo 
nihil esse melius potest, immo extra quem nihil est omnino 
bonum. Hunc imitemur, qui solus est verum et absolutum^ 
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pietatis eaumjiarj extra quern quiaque sapit, denpit. Hoic 
imi inhttreaoitis, hunc unom amplectamur, hoc uno fru- 
amur, in quo est vera pax, gaudium, tranquillitaa, Toluptas, 
vita, immortalitas. Quid multis? summa booorum est onu 
Ilium. Extra hunc nihil suspdamus, nihil amemus, raUl 
appetamus, fauic uni plaoere ttudeaiBua. Memineiimtta bob 
sub illius oculisy et ilhus aoge^ testibus, quicquid agiiBu% 
agere. Zelotjrpus est, nee uUas mitndi sofdea patjtur. 
Quare puram et aageHcam in iUo vivamus Titaa, ille sit 
noUs in oord^ in ore, in oinni vita. Hune penitua s^ii- 
amus, hunc kxjuamur, hunc moribus exprimamus. In illo 
n^odum, otium, gaudium, solatium, spem, praeddium omne 
collocemus. Hie a vigilandum animis nunquam diiyfdat, 
hie dormientibus oocuraet Hunc et literse nostne, et lusus 
edam sapiant, per hunc et in hoc crescamus donee occur- 
ramus in virum perfedum, et gnaviter obtta militia pope- 
tuum cum illo triumphum agamus in coelis. Hbd* 



Number V. 
The Statutes qfS. Pauts School. 

P&OLOGUS. 

JOHN COLETT the sonne of Henrye Colett dean of 
Paules desiring nothyng more thanne education and bringing 
uppe children in good maners, and hterature, in the yere cf 
our Lorde A M fyve hundreth and twelfe bylded a adiole ia 
the estende of Paulis churche of CLIII to be tai;^t fie in 
the same. And ordej^ed there a maister, and a sumaialer, 
and a chappelyn, with sufficiente and perpetuale stipendes 
ever to endure, and sett patrones and defenders govemours 
and rulers of that same schoole the most honest and faithful 
feUowshipe of the mencers of London. And for because 
nothing can continue longe and enduze in good ordre with- 
out lawes and statutes, I die said Jdm harr e expressed and 
riiewed my minde what I wolde shoulde be truly and dih- 
gendye observed and kepte of the aayde maist^ and sur- 
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maister, and diopeiyii, and of the meroerB go^emoun of 
the schole that in this boke may appere to what iatent I 
founde this schole^ 

Capitulum primum de magistro primario,^ 

In the grammar socle founded in the churche yard of 
Paules at the estende in the yeare of our Lorde 1518 by 
John Colet deane of the same churche in the honour of 
Christe Jesu in puerUia and of his Uessid modir Marie. 
In that scole shall be firste an hyghe maister. This hygbe 
maiater in doctrine leamyng and teachinge shall directe all 
the scole, this maister shall be chosen by the wardens and 
assistance of the merceiy ; a man hoole in body honest and 
vertuous and lemed in good and cleane Latin literature, and 
also in Greke, yf such may be gotten a wedded man, a sin* 
gle ma% or a preste that hath no benefice with cure, nor 
s^-vice that may lett the due beanesse in the scole. 

The mercers shall ass^nbk togither in the scole house 
with such advise and oounseU oi well literatur and learned 
men as they can gett, they shall chose tins maister and give 
unto him his duurge saying unto Inm <m this wyse. 

Sir, we have chosen you to be maister and teacher of thi^ 
scole to teache the children of the same not aUcmly good li« 
terature, but'allso good maners certifieing you that this is no 
rcMoe of continuance and perpetuitie, but upon your dewtie 
in the scole» And every yere at Candlemasse when the 
mercers be assembled in the scole-house ye shall submit you 
to our examination, mkd found doinge yoin* duede accwd- 
ing ye shall continue, otherwise reasonable warned, ye shall 
oontente you to departe, and you of your partie not warned 
of us, but of your mynde in any season willing to departe 
ye shall give us warning XII monthes before, without we 
can be shortlyer well provided of another. 

Also being maister ye shall not absente you, but upon li- 
cense of the surveyors for the tyme being. 

• In the original book wu this *' didi manibns W. Lilii xviii die Ja- 
memorandnm prefixed: '^ Hunc li- ** nii, ftnnoDom.Mcccccxviii." 
*' bellam ego Johannes CoDett tra- 
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Also yf any controversy and stryfe shall be betwixt you 
and surmaister, or the chapelyne of the scole, ye shall stande 
at the direction of the surveyors being for that yere. 

And yf the chosen maister will promise this, then admytt 
him and name him to it, and stall him in his seat in the 
scole and shew him his lodginge, that is to saye all the sel- 
lers bynethe the halle, the kytchin, and butterye, and over 
that the hool storye, and chambers, and in the house roofe 
the litell middel chamber, and the galarye on the south nde. 
As touching all the storye of chambers nexte undemeth the 
galary, he shall nothing meddell withall, and they shall geve 
hym the ymplements of his house by indenture. 

All these lod^ngs he shall have fire without any payment 
and in this lodging he shall dwell and kepe householde to 
his power. 

His wagis shall be a mark a weke, and a ly very gowne of 
iiii nobles delivered in cloth. 

His absence shall be but onys in the yere, and not above 
XXX dayes which he shall take conjuncAm or divirim^ yf 
the maister be syke of sykenesse incurable or fall into such 
age that he may not conveniently teache, and hath bene a man 
that longe and laudably hath taught in the scole, tbanne let 
another be chosyn, and by the discrete charitie of the mer- 
cery let there be assigned to the olde maister a reasonable 
levinge of xl. or otherwise as, it shall seme convenyent, so 
that the olde maister after his longe labor in no wise be lefte 
destitute. Yf the maister be syke of sekenesse curable yet 
neverthelesse I will he shaQ have his wages, and in suche 
sekenes yf he may not teache, let hym reward the under- 
maister for his more labor somewhat according. Yf the 
undermaister be in literature and in honest lyfe accordynge, 
then the hygh maisters rome vacante, let him be chosen be- 
fore another. 

The hyghe muster shall have the tenement in Steben- 
hith now in the handes of Crystofer Myddelton to rescn-te 
unto, whiche tenement the mercers shall mayntein and re^ 
payre. 
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Tlie Surmaister, 



There shall be also a surmaister, some manne vertuouse m 
leTinge, and well lettered that shall teache under the mais- 
ter as the hygh maister shall appoynt hym, some single man, 
or wedded, or a preste that hath no benefice with cure, nor 
service that may let his due diligence in the scole. 

This surmaister the hyghe maister shall chose as often as 
the rome shall be voide, A man hoole in body and when the 
high maister hath appointed him upon one he shall call to 
the scole the surveyors of the scole, and before them he shall 
say to the surmaister on this wise; Sir, before these my 
maisters here the surveyors of this scole ; I shew unto you 
that I have chosen you to be under maister of this scole, 
and to teache alway from tyme to tyme as I shall appoynte 
you, and supply my rome in my absence when it shall be 
graunted me by my maisters the mercers, wardens, and sur- 
veyors. And for such more labor in my absence I shall some- 
what se to you as my maisters here shall thinke best, thanne 
the surveyors shall exorte the surmaister diligently to do his 
dewtie. And shall saye unto hym on this wyse. Your 
rome is no perpetuite but according to your labor and dili- 
gence ye shall continue, otherwise found not according and 
reasonable warned of us ye shall departe. Yf it shall be so 
that at any tyme ye will departe of your owne mynde ye 
shall geve us a half years waminge. 

Yf any controversy be betwixt you and the highe maister 
ye shall stande at our discretion in every thinge. 

Yf he will promise this, thenne let the mercers approve 
the election of the siumaister, and assigne him his lodeging 
in the old Chaunge. 

His wagis shall be vi«. viiic^. a weke and a ly very gowne 
of iiii nobles delivered in clothe, he shall go to comyns with 
the hyghe maister if he may conveniently. 

He diall be absent in all the yere not above XXX dayes, 
and yet than for cause reasonable, and with Ucence had of 
the highe maister and also of the surveyors. 

X 
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In sekenes curable as aches, or suche sekenes for a tyme 
he shal be tolerated and have his full wagis. 

Yf after his commynge he fall rack into nckenes incurable 
as lepry, or Frenche poxe, or after his longe labor in the scole 
fall into age ympotent, thenne I commit him to the charite of 
the meroers, they of the coler of the soole to provide him a 
lyvinge as it may be possible praying them to be charitable 
in that behalf. 

Of both Maisters (U onys. 

Yf both musters be sicke at onys, thenne let the scole 
cease for that while. 

Yf there be suche sicknesse in the citie contagious, that 
the scole cannot continue, yet neverthelesse bothe maisters 
shall have theire wagis being always readie for to teache. 

Neyther of these maisters shall take office of lectorshype 
or proctorshype or any such other besiness, which shall lei 
their diligence and their necessary labor in the scole; yf 
they do and warned lawfully, yf they will not cease from 
suche besines, then lett them be warned to departe. 

Lett the highe maister se the scole to be kept cleane by 
the poor childe, and be swepte every Satorday, and also the 
leades, and from tyme to tyme to call upon the mercers for 
necessary reparations. 

The Chofdyn. 

There shall be also in the scole a preste, that dayly as he 
can be disposed shall singe masse in the chapell of the soole, 
and pray for the children to prosper in good life and in good 
literature, to the honor of Grod and our Lord Christ Jesu. 
At his masse when the bell in the scole shall knyll to sa- 
cringe, then all the children in the scole knelynge in thdr 
seats shall with lift upp handes pray in the time of sacringe. 
After the sacringe when the bell knylleth agayne, they shaU 
sitt downe agayne to theire bokes leaminge. This preste 
some good honest and vertuouse man shall be chosen firom 
tyme to tyme by the wardens and asastance of the mercery, 
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he shall also learne, or yf he be lerned helpe to teache in 
the soole, if it shall seme convenient to the higfae maister 
or else not. He shall have no benefice with cure nor service 
nor no other office, nor occupation, but attende allonly up- 
pon the scole, he shall teache the children the Catechjzon 
and instruction of the Articles of the Faythe and the X 
Commandments in Inglishe. 

His wagis shall be viiiZ. by the yere, and a ly very gowne 
of xxvi«. viiid. delivered in dothe. 

His chamber and lod^ge shall be in the newe house in 
the olde Chayn, or in the maisters lod^ng as shall be 
thought beste. 

He shall not have his rome by writinge, or scale, but at 
libertie according to his deserving. 

His absence may be once in the yere, yf it nede be, as yt 
shall seme best to the surveyors of the scole for that yere. 
And than with license askyd and obteyned of the said sur- 
veyors. 

In sekenesse he shall be nothing abridged of his wages. 
But let it be sene that he be hoole in body when he is 
chosen. 

Yf he fall to unthriftiness and misbehaviour after lefull 
warning, let him be repeUid and another chosen within viii 
dayes or assone after as can be. 

The Children, 

There shall be taught in the scole children of all nations 
and contres indifferently to the number of cliii^ according 
to the number of the seates in the scole. The maister shall 
admit these children as they be offiiid from tyme to tyme, 
but first se that they canne saye the Catechyzon and also 
that he can rede, and write competently else let him not be 
admitted in no wise. 

A childe at the first admission once for ever shall paye 
iiiiil. for wry tinge of his name, this money of the admissions 
shall the poor scoler have that swepeth the scole and kepeth 
the seats cleane. 

• Allndiog to the number of fish taken by St. Peter, John xzi. 11. 
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In every forme one principall cbilde shal be pladd in the 
chayre, president of that forme. 

The children shall come unto the soole in the momynge 
at vii of the clocke bothe winter and somer, and tarye there 
untyll a xi, and retume againe at one of the clocke and de- 
parte at v and thrise in the daye prostrate they shall say 
the prayers with due tract and pawsing as they be con- 
teyned in a table in the scole, that is to say in the mom- 
jnge^ and at none, and at eveninge. 

In the scole in no tyme in the yere, they shall use talough 
candell in no wise, but alonly waxe candeU, at the ooates of 
theyr frendes. 

Also I will they bring no meate nor drinke, nor bottel 
nor use in the school no breakefasts, nor drinkings, in the 
tyme of leamynge in no wise, yf they nede drincke let them 
be provided in some other place. 

I will they use no cockfightinge, nor rydinge about of 
victorye, nor disputing at saint Bartilimewe, which is but 
foohsh babling, and losse of time. I will also that they shdl 
have no remedyes [play-dayes]. Yf the maister grantith 
any remedyes he shall forfeit xis, toHens quotiens excepte 
the kyng, or an archbisshopp, or a bishop present in his 
own person in the scole de^reit. 

All these children shall every Childa-mas daye come to 
Paulis churche and hear the childe bishop sermon; and 
after be at the hygh masse, and each of them offer a iii to 
the childe bysshop^ and with them the maisters and sur- 
veyors of the scole. 



^ Mr. Strype» in his Memorials 
Ecclesiastical under Queen Mary, p. 
206, gives the following account of 
the ceremony of the boy bishop men- 
tioned in these statutes, viz. *' Be- 
** cause the way of celebrating St. 
** Nicolas' day u so odd and strange, 
* ' let me add here a word or two expla- 
*• natory of it. ITie memory of this 
" saint and bishop Nicolas was thus 
** solemnized by a child, the better 
** to remember the holy man, even 
** when he was a child, and his 
" childlike virtues when he became 



*' a roan. The Popish Festival tdls 
<' us, that while he lay in his cradle, 
"he fasted Wednesdays and FH- 
'< days, sucking but once a day on 
** those days. And his meekness and 
" simplidCy, the proper virtues of 
'* children, he maintained from his 
*' childhood as long as he lived : ' and 
'' therefore, saith the Festiva], cbil- 
" dren done him worship before all 
« other saints.' This boy-bishop, or 
" St. Nicolas, was commonly one of 
•< the choristers, and therefore in 
** the old offices was called tp u etpmt 
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In general procesaons when they be warnid they shall go 
twayne and twajrne together soberlye, and not nnge out, 
but say devoutlye tweyne and tweyne vii psalmes with the 
letanye. 

To theyr vrine they shall go thereby to a place ap- 
pointed, and a poore childe of the scole shall se it con- 
veyed awaye fro tyme to tyme, and have the avayle of the 
vrine, for other causes yf nede be they shall go to the wa- 
tersyde. 

Yf any childe after he is receyved, and admitted into the 
scole go to any other scole, to leame there after the maner 
of that scole, than I will that suche childe for no mans 
suite shall be hereafter received into our scole, but go 
where him lyste, where his frendes shall thincke shall be 
better leaminge. And this I will be shewed unto his 
frendes or other that offer him at his first presenting in to 
the scole. 

What shaa be taught. 

As touching in this scole what shall be tauj^t of the 
noaisters and learned of the scolers, it passeth my witte to 
devyse, and determyne in particular, but in general to 
speake and sume what to saye my mynde, I would they 



**.ehorittarum^ Mkep of the cko^ 
** risterty and chosen by the rest to 
« this hoDonr. Bnt afterward there 
** were many St. NicolaseSy and every 
*' parish almost had his St. Nicolas. 
<' And from this St. Nicolas' day to 
** Innocents' day at night, this boy 
** bore the name of a bishop, and 
** the state and habit too, wearing 
** the mitre and the pastoral staff, 
« and the rest of the pontifical at- 
** tire; nay, and reading the holy 
** offices. While he went his proces- 
** sion, he was much feasted and 
*' treated by the people, as, it seems, 
** much yaluing his blessing, which 
*' made the citizens so fond of keep- 
<< ing this holyday." 

He mentions also, p. 208, a pro- 
oe^aion on St Paul's day by every 
puish in the dW, before which went 
two Khoob; that is, first all the 



children of the Gray Fryars, and 
then those of St. Paul's school. 

As also another general procession 
on March 8, 1554, wherein the pro- 
cessioners were all the children of 
Paul's school, &c. 

These last are only mentioned to 
shew how considerable St Paul's 
school was in that reign, but seem 
not to be what is hinted at here of 
the boy-bishop, of whom the learned 
Mr. Gregory of Christ-church ob- 
serves, in his posthumous pieces, 
that Aere is one of them at Salis- 
bury buried in his pontUicaUbut^ as 
dying in that office. I shall only re- 
mark, that there might this at least 
be said in favour of this old custom, 
that it gave a spirit to the children; 
and the hopes that they might one 
time or other attiun to the res! mi- 
tre> made them mind their books. 

x3 



Digitized by 



Google 



810 MISCELLANIES. 

were taught always in good literature bothe Laten and 
Oreke, and good autors such as have the verrye Romayne 
eloquence joyned with wisdom, specially Cristen autors, 
that wrote theire wisdome with clean and chaste Laten, 
other in verse or in prose, for my intent is by this scole 
specially to encrease knowlege and worshippinge of Crod 
and our Lord Christ Jesu, and good Cristen life and 
maners in the children. And for that entent I will the 
children leame first above all the catechizon in Englishe 
and after the accidens, that I made, or some other, jrf any 
be better to the purpose, to induce children more spedely 
to Laten speeche. And then InsHtuttim ChrisHani Ho- 
minisy which that learned Erasmus made at my requeste, 
and the boke called Ccpia of the same Erasmus. And then 
other authors Christian, as Lactantius, Prudentius, and 
Proba and Sedulius, and Juvencus and Baptista Mantua* 
nus, and suche other as shall be thought convenient and 
most to purpose unto the true Laten speeche, all barbary, 
all corruption, all Laten adulterate which ignorant blinde 
foles brought into this worlde and with the same bath 
dystained and poysonyd the olde Laten speche and the 
veraye Romayne tongue whiche in the tyme of TuUy and 
Salust, and Virgill, and Terence, was usid, whiche also 
sainte Jerome and sainte Ambrose and saint Austen and 
many holy doctors lemid in theyre tymes. I saye that 
fylthines and all suche abusion whiche the later biynde 
worlde brought in whiche more rather may be called blot- 
terature then litterature, I utterly abannyshe and exclude 
out of this scole, and charge the maisters that they teache 
alwaye that is beste, and instruct the children in Greke and 
redynge Laten in redynge unto them suche autors that 
hathe with wisdome jojmed the pure chaste eloquence. 

TTie Mercers. 

The honourable company of mercers of Lon3on, that is 
to saye, the maister and all the wardeins, and all the as- 
mstence of the felowshyppe, shall have all the care and 
charge rule and govemaunce of the scole, and they shall 
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every yere chose of their companye 11 honeste and sub- 
stantial! men called the surveyors of the schole, whiche m 
the name of the ho61e felowdiip shall take all the charge 
and besinesse about the schole, for that one yere. They 
shall oversee and receave all the landes of the soole, and 
see them repayred from tyme to tyme by their officers, and 
such officer as they appoint to be renter, or to other besy- 
nesse of the scole for his more labor in the scole besyness; I 
wyll he have hts. a yere, and a gowne price xiiif. 4cL 

The surveyors of the scole ^all come into the scole vi 
dayes before Xtmasse vi dayes before Ester, vi dayes be- 
fore sainte John Baptiste daye, and vi dayes before Mi- 
chaelmass, and paye the highe maister and the surmaister, 
and the preste their quarter wages, and at the latir end of 
the yere, they shall gyve accompte to the maisters, wardens 
and asostence of the felowshype. 

Their Bocompts shall be about Candlemasse, three dayes 
before or three dayes after Candlemasse. In that daye ap- 
poynted shaU be an assembly, and a litell dinner ordeyned 
by the surveyors not exceedinge the pryce of fower nobles. 

In that daye they shall call to a rekeninge all the estate 
of the scole, and see the accompte and discharge the olde 
surveyors, and to the younger chose another and in that 
daye after the accompte they shall geve to the mabter war* 
den a noble ]rf he be present or else not To eche of the 
other wardens V«. yf they be present or else not 

To the surveyors eche of them XI«. for theyre labors for 
that yere. For theyr ryding and vyratyng of theyre landes 
to edie of them XLr. yt they ryde. 

The derke of the mercery shall inacte all thinges that 
daye and have for his labor m8. inid. 

See that the stuarde bring in his court rolles ear he have 
his fee. 

See that the bayliffes renewe theyr rentalls every yere. 
Let not the landes of the schole, but by the space of five 
yeres. 

That is spared that daye in rewardes and charges lett it 
be put in the treasure of the scole. 

x4 
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They shall dyvers tymes in the quarter came to the soole 
and see how they do. 

Every yere at the foot of the afioompte all ordynary 
charges done, the overplus of the monye which at this daye 
is extemed, this I hooly gyve to the felowshippe of the 
mercery to the mainteyning and supporting and repayring 
of that longeth to the scole from tyme to tyme. 

And albeit my mynde is that they shall have this sur- 
plusage for thentent aboveseyd, yet nevertheless I will the 
sayd surplusage as much as diall be spared of it, above re- 
parations and casuelties at every accompte be brought and 
put in a cofir of iron gyven of me to the mercers standynge 
in ther hall, and there from yere to yere remayne aparte by 
it self that it may appere how the scole by the owne selfe 
maynteneth it self. And at length over and above the own 
lyvelode; if the saide scole shall grow to any further charge 
to the mercery that than also that may appere to the laude 
and prayse and mery te of the sayde felowshippe. 

lAbertye to declare the Statutes. 

And notwithstanding these statutes and ordinances be- 
fore written in which I have declared my mjrnde and. will. 
Yet because in tyme to come many thjrngs may and shaU 
survy ve and growe by many occaaons and causes whiche 
at the making of this booke was not possible to come to 
mynde. In consideration of the assured truthe and circum- 
spect wisedome and faithfull goodnes of the most honest 
and substantial felowshype of the mercery of London to 
whome I have commytted all the care of the schole, and 
trustyng in theyre fidehte and love that they have to God 
and man and to the scole, and also belevyng verely, that 
they shall allwaye drede the great wrath of Grod. Both all 
this that is sayde, and all that is not sayde whiche here- 
after shall come unto my mynde whyle I live to be sayde, I 
leve it hoolely to theyre discretion and charite : I mean of 
the wardens and asastances of the felowshype with suche 
other counsell as they shall call unto them good lettered 
and learned men, they to adde and diminishe of this bdce. 
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and to supply in it every defaulte. And also to declare in 
it every obscurite and darknes as tyme and place and just 
oocafflon shall require; calling the dredefull Grod to loke 
uppon them in all suche besynes and exorting them to feare 
the ternble judgment of Grod whiche seeth in derkness, and 
shall render to everye man accordynge to his workes. And 
finally prayinge the great Lorde of mercye for theyre fay th- 
full dealing in this matters now and alweye to send unto 
them in this worlde muche wealthe and prosperyte, and 
after this lyfe muche joye and glorye. 

The Lcmdes of the Scdle. 

Fjnrste of the olde scole 

Item the iiii shoppes in the holde of 

Berel 

Item the tenements in Bridge-strete 
Item the tenements in Soperlane ... 
Item the tenements in Poding-lane... 
Item the holdes without Aldgate ... 



JLt, 


9, 

XX 


a. 


iiii 






viii 


vi 


viii 


• 

VI 


xiii 


iiii 


vi 


xiii 


iiii 


vi 


xviii 





Summa « xxxiii xi iiii 



Item the maners and landes.and te- 
nements in the oounte of Buck. ... lii xi ix 

Item the maner of Vach in Barton 

with the members viii iiii vi ob 

/j^fin the maner of Berwicke viii 

/it€m of landes in Colchester iii xiii iiii 



Summa Ixxii ix vii T>b 



Item a tenement and certen closes 

late in the holde of William Bole 

by theyere 1 

Item a tenement and a dose late in 

the holde of Clyfton xxvi viii 

Item a dose late in the holde oi mais- 

ter Wellis xxiii iiii 



Digitized by 



Google 



814 MISCELLANIES. 

Item another litell close in the holde 

of the same maister Wellis v 

Item a bame late in the holde of the 

same man vi viii 

Item of Edmonde Role for iiii acres 

of lande of the backeside of White- 

hart-strete v 

Item of Chrystopher Hall for certen 

lande late John Atfeux by the yere vii 
Item of the same Hall for viii acres 

of lande in London felde xvi 

Item of Mr. Crystofer Middleton for 

a certen tenement there xx 

/i^9n iiii Uttle tenements there xiii iiii 

Item ix acres pasture next the place 

there xxx 

Item a place with gardens there xl 

Summa xviii xvi 

Payde to the bisshopp of London 
yerely at iiii termes of londes and 
tenements before lii iiii 

Summa clar xvi iii viii 

Summa totalis cxxii iiii vii ob 



Whereof deducted for the shoppes 
in the holdyng of fierell for a 
certain tyme 



) .... 

>- im 



Remayneth clere cxviii iiii vii ob 

Charges ordinare out payde yerely. 

To the hye maister Ki marc 

The under maister xxvi marc 
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Thepreste viii 

Theyr Ijrverye iiii 

The gupervisours iiii 

For the visitation of landes iiii 

The clerke 

^^ • 

The maister warden 

To stuardes 

Tobaylyffs 

The oostes of the dyner 

The officer of the mercery renter of 

the scole 

For hiflgowne 

Summa 

So resteth to the reparations suytes ^ 
casuelties and aU other charges [-xxxviii . xvi iii ob 
extraordinarye J 

Joannes Colett fundator nove scole manu mea propria. 
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Number VI. 
Jn account of the high masters cf St.PauTs school. 

WILLIAM LILLY, the first master of this school, 
was bom at Odiham, in Hampshire. After he had travelled 
abroad in Italy, where he acquired the knowledge of the 
Greek and Latin tongues, and had made some stay in the 
isle of Rhodes for the same purpose, having also visited Je- 
rusalem, at his return to England he set up a private 
school, till Dr. Colet pitched upon him for the head master 
of his new erected school at Faul^s^ where he taught ten 
years; preferring him the rather for his being a married 
man, and the father of many children. He was the godson 
of the famous William Grocyn, who dying in 15S2 left a 
legacy to him. The Latin Grammar commonly used goes 
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under his name, though, as is before shewn, his patron Dr. 
Colet and others had a hand in it: however, he is said to be 
the first English traveller that brought Greek out of Italy 
to Oxford about the year 1490 ^ He was author and 
translator of several miscellaneous pieces <^, though Mr. 
Wood, in his account of him, forgets to mention any of 
them. He was greatly valued by the learned men of his 
time: we have a great elqgy of him in Ric. Pacers ded. 
epist. to Colet, prefixed before his book of The Use rf 
Learnings set down in this Appendix. 

He composed ^n gratitude to his patron dean Colet) the 
epitaph in Latin verse which was inscribed upon his monu- 
ment in St. PauPs church. 

He himself died of the plague in the year 1522; was 
buried in St. PauFs church ; having, on a brass plate fixed 
in the wall by the north door, an epitaph composed by his 
son George Lilly, and was as follows : 

GttUdmo IaUo 

Patdina schoUe dim pracepiori 

primariOf et Agneta conjugi 

sacratiseimo in hyua templi 

Cosmiterio hinc a tergo 

nunc destructOf consqndHs 

Greorgitis lAUus 

htyus ecdesia amonicus 

Parentum memoria 

pie consuiene 

TabeUam hanc ab amicis conservatam 

hie reponendum curavit 

« Polydore Vergil gives him tliis gymnasmatam titulo rant inacripta, 

character: that he was " Vir (quem- Britannus est, vir omnifariam do- 

** admodum didt Horatiiis) integer ctos, non modo Grecos anthom, 

** TitSB soelerisque pnras, postqnam sed et ejus nationia mores ▼emacidos 

« in Italia aliqaot per annos per- domestice notos habens, ut qui in 

** fiectis Uteris operam dederat, do- insula Rhodo fuerit aliqnos annos 

** mum reversns Anglomm primus oommoratus; is nunc ludnm litera- 

** eas docuit" JngL Hist. lib. xzri. rium quern Londini Coletas institoit 

folio 1534. magna cum laade ezeicet. Beaii 

* Gulidmns Lilius Mori sodalis, Rkenani EpUtola ad BiHbdUtum m 

com quo yertendis Gneds epigram- principio Epigram. Thomui Mm, 

matibns Jam olim colludty qu» pxo- Ato. Bat. 1518. 
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Erasmus gives Lilly, before the epistle to the Syntax, 
this character : that he was utriusque Uteratura haud vuL- 
gariter periius^ et rede instihienda pubis arti^x; i. e. that 
he was a man singularly skilful in both kinds of literature, 
[Latin and Greek,] and an artist in the bringing up .of 
youth. He had many great scholars, who proved after- 
wards famous in their generations; as Lupset, &r Anth. 
Denny, nr Edw. North, sir Will. Paget, &c. 

His son-in-law and successor Ritwyse has left these verses 
on him: 

Vivere perpetuis si possunt nomina chartiSy 
Ac cineri guemquam est Jos super esse suo; 

Crede tuo hoc, LUi, doctrina munere claro^ 
Dignus es €dema posteritatejrui. 

His own son George, being bom in London, was edu- 
cated in Magdalen college in Oxford ; travelled afterwards 
to Rome, where he was received into the protection of cardi- 
nal Pole, and became noted there for his singular parts and 
learning; and after his return, (in queen Mary^s reign,) 
was made canon of St PauPs cathedral and prebendary of 
Canterbury. He was author of Elogia Doctorum Virorum 
in Angiia, et Chronicon Angl. Regum. 4sto. Franeqf. 1565. 

John Ritwyse, or Rightwyse, in Latin ^Justus, was 
the second head master, having before been Mr. Will. 
Lilly^s usher. He was born at Sawl, in Norfolk, educated 
in Eton school, elected into King^s college in Cambridge 
anno 1507. He made the tragedy of Dido out of Virgil, 
and acted the same with the scholars of his school before 
cardinal Wolsey with great applause. He married Dionysia, 
the daughter of Mr. Will. Lilly, whom he succeeded in the 
head master's place, S4th Hen. VIII. anno 152S. After his 
death she was married again to James Jacob, one of the 

* Leiaod dedicates a copy of verses Quadam derteritate, nee rumam 

to him under the following title: y4d Musarum paieris niienthtm ui- 

Juehtm PattUnm ScKoUb Moderator lam, 

rem, J\t mme Juste, meum manu he* 

Qui lingvas teneraa nova refin- nigna 

git Carmen nudpe ■ 
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masters of this school, by whom she had a son, called Poly- 
dore Jacob, probably the godson of Polyd. Vergil. This 
Ritwyse was a most eminent grammarian and critic : he re- 
vised and corrected his father Lilly'^s Latin Grammar, and 
made useful additions to it : for whereas the Grammar, as 
completed by Lilly, was mostly in prose Latin, under the 
four parts of Orthographia, EUfmologia^ SynkuAsy and 
Prosodia, master Rytwyse put the finishing hand to Pro- 
pria qua maribus^ and Uke rules of finding the prseterper- 
feet tenses and supines of verbs, called As in presenH^; as 
Mr. Robinson afterwards added the rules of HeterodiUs^ 
beginning Qi^ genuSf &c. He was head master ten years, 
as his father-in-law had been before him, and dying in the 
year 1582, was succeeded by 

Richard Jones, who entered upon the government of 
the school the same year, of whom a learned foreigner ^es 
a very good characters. 

Thomas Freeman succeeded in 1549} having remained 
here ten years, gave way to 

John Cook, M. A. admitted into Eing^s college, Cam- 
bridge, anno 1533. He seems to be a native of Lincoln- 
shire, and schoolfellow with the lord treasurer Burleigh; 
as may be conjectured from a letter of the said Cook to the 
said lord, thankfully acknowledging the obH^g reception 
that great minister of state once gave him after a long ab- 
sence and intermisnon of acquaintance. He was rector of 
North Cadbury in Somersetshire, ^ven him by the earl of 
Huntingdon, by the interest of lord Burleigh. 

We have nothing more to remark o£ him, but that he 
succeeded in this place the very year that queen Elizabeth 
came to the crown : and by his direction and care, one of 

'' Gnlielmi Lilii grammatici et po- in« pr»ceptorem. Antverpitt afmd 

etiD eximii, Paulinn scholsB olim JlftcA..0t^^ncii». i/».M.D.XXXIII. 

moderatoris, de generibas nomiDam t Ltlio mortao Ryghtfauraa 

ac verbonim pneteritia et supioia re- et Rygfatbuao Ricardua Jonya lioiiio 

gnls paeria apprime utiles. Opas re- doctaa atque modeatoa auooeaaerit. 

cognitom et adanctiim cum nomi- Pofyd, Verg, Urb, Angl. Hist. p. 

nam ac verbornm tnterpretamentia, 1534. 
per Joannem Rituiasam schols Paul- 
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the scholars of his school spoke a congratulatory oration to 
her in her passage through the city, as she came over- 
agaanst the school, with some verses to the same purpose ; 
which were graciously received by her majesty, and are as 
follows, out of Holinshed'^s Chronicle, vol. iii. p. 1177. 

PhUpscphtis iUe divinus PhUo inter muUa pr<Bdare ac 
sapienter dicta^ hoc posterU prodiium reliquit; rempubli- 
cam iUam jaUdssimam JbrCy cui princeps sophite studiosa^ 
virtutibusque omaia contigerU. Quern si vere diaoisse cen- 
seamtie (ut quidem verissime) cur mm terra Britannica 
plauderetf Cur nan poptdus gatidium ac Icstitiam agitar- 
ret f Immoy cur non hunc diem, aJbo {quod aiunt) lapiBo 
notaretf Quo princeps talis fwbis eldest, qualem priores non 
viderunty quakmque posterity hand Jodie cemere poterit, 
doObus quam animiy tarn corporis undique Jielicissima. 
CasA quidem corporis dotes ita apertcs sunt, ut oratione 
non egeant. Animi vera tot tantcsque ut ne verbis quidem 
ewprimi passint. Hoc nempe regibus summis orta morum 
atque animi nobilitate genus ewuperat. 

Hufus pectus Christi religionis amore fagrat Hoc 
gentem Britcmnicam virtutibus Uhtstrabit, clypeoque Justi- 
tuB teget S(BC Uteris Gracis et Latinis eximia, ingenio- 
que priBpoUens est. Hoc imperante pietas vigebit, AngUa 
florebit, aunrea secuia redibunt. Vos igitur Angii tot com^ 
moda accepturij Elizabetham reginam nostrum ceUberri- 
mam, ab ipso Christo hufus regni imperio destmatam, Ao- 
nore debito proseqmmmi. Htyus imperiis animo liberUis- 
simo subditi estote, vosque tali principe dignos prcebete, et 
quoniam pueri non viribus sed precibus qfflcium preBstare 
possunt, nos alumni hufus scholcs ab ipso Coleto dim tempU 
PauUni decano extrudes, teneras paJmas ad cwlum ten^ 
denies, Christum Opt. Max. precaturi sumus, ut tuam ceU 
situdmem annos Nestoreos summo cum honore AngUs im- 
peritare Jadat, matremque pignoribus charis beatam red^ 
dot. Amen. 

Anglia nunc tandem pUmdas, l<Btare, restdta, 
PriBstojam vita est, prcesidiumque tibi. 
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En tua tpea venUy tua gloria^ luxy decus omncy 

Venitjam soUdam qu<B tibipr<Bstai cpem, 
Succurritque tuis rebus qudspessum abiere, 

Perdita gu<ejuerant hcsc reparare volei. 
Omnia Jlorebuntf redeunt nunc aurea scscla^ 

In melius surgenty qua cecidere bona. 
Debes ergo Uli totam te redderefidamj 

Ctgus in accessu commoda tot copies. 
Salve igiiur dicaSf imo depectore summoy 

JElizdbeih regni non dubitainda salus, 
Virgo venUf veniatque optes comitata deincepSj 

Pignoribus charisy Iteta parens veniai. 
Hoc Deus omnipotens ex aUo donet oiympoy 

Qui cceibim et terram condidit aique regit, 

WxLLiAH Malid, or Malih^, of Eing^s oolite in Cam- 
bridge, afterwards lived at the court; son (perhaps) to John 
Malim, physician, buried in St. Peter^ Comhill, London, 
and that gave 402. to the poor of the parish; a neat scholar, 
writ a fine hand, and master of a very good Latin style, 
and had been a great traveller, having seen Constantinople, 
Antioch, Jerusalem, and many other famous cities in Asia. 
Upon his return, he was presented to secretary Cecyl by 
sir Ambrose Cave : the secretary retained him at his table, 
and he, with the then earl of Leicester, recommended him 
to the queen. Sir Will. Cecyl afterwards employed him to 
retrieve what he could of the writmgs of sir Tho. Chaloner, 
and he prepared and published his ingenious work De 
RepubL Anglorumy wrote in Latin verse. He had two great 
patrons, viz. the aforesaid Cecyl, after lord treasurer, and 
the great earl of Leicester. After he had been near seven 
years master of this schooU, he grew weary of his work, in 
rolling of Sisiphus's stone, (as he called it,) and applied 
himself to his great patron the lord treasurer, aoquabting 
him with his resolution of resigning, and praying his favour 

^ Grant of arms and crest to Wm. 1 1 16. p. 69. North. 

Malyn, oomit Kent, gentlemaD, * An oration in Latin by Mr. Wm. 

master of arts, and linigbt of the se- Malim, master of St.Paurs scbool, to 

polcre, by Robert Cooke, clareo- duke John Cassimer. 1578. North. 
cieux. MS. in Bibl. Harleian. No. 
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to provide him somewhat more agreeable, more easy, and. 
more profitable emplojrmeiit, (for in those times the salary 
was not so weighty and encouraging as since it hath been;) 
he ocMnplained to his foresaid patron. Me nimium pauper^ 
fate gravariy Ubertate privarij conculcari doctrinam^ spes 
meas eainaniri; he desired not, he said, a freedom from 
all labours, but 

Mitius exUiuniy pauloque qtiietins opto; 

he wished for a milder and more quiet banishment; con- 
cluding his letter with these verses : 

Adsis tu Cynosura mihiy ter nobUis heros, 
Ne tenui in mensa desit mediocre scdinum^ 
Ne nimivmjractum^ me rodai tristis egestaSy 
Neve egoperpeiuo curis involvar acerbis. 
H<Bc mea votaprecor svppUxj ne eegniuB kauri 
Candide McBcenaSy wms qui singula poesis. 
Sic tibi muUiplices cti/rrentjidiciter anmi 
Prospera magnmiimi, numeres et lustra MeteUi, 

He stayed about two years after this application to the 
lord treasurer, and then departed, and seems to have got a 
prebendship of Lincoln, and became afterwards master of 
Eton school. 

John Habbison, M. A. he was was also of King's col- 
lie in Cambridge : a great antiquary for coins and £ng- 
liili history. He had some contest with the mercers about 
his salary ; and by an order agreed and established, it was 
considerably increased to him and his successors^. He was 
master fifteen years. 

RicHABD MuLCASTBB Came in upper master in the year 
1596: he was bom in the city, at least the county of Car- 
lisle, Mr. Strype says more largely Cumberland or Westmor- 
land; educated in Eton school; elected scholar of Eing'^s col- 
lege in Cambridge in 1548, and student of Christ'^s church 
in Oxford in the year 1555, (as Mr. Wood says.) He was 

k Mr. Strype, in his AdditioDs to Stow's Surrey. 
Y 
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chosen the first master of Merchant Tailors* school in Lon* 
don, anno 1561; where, after he had spent twenty-five 
years, and had brought up many excellent scholars, among 
whom the most eminent was Lancelot Andrews, afterwards 
bishop of Winchester, who had alway such a regard for 
him, that he placed his picture over his study door, and in 
his last will left his son Peter Mulcaster a legacy of twenty 
pounds^. The Merchant Tailors were desirous to have had 
him ended his days in their service; but, as Mr. Strype says, 
he did not care to do so, saying, Fidelia serous perpeiuua 
asinus. 

Such was his discipline in his school, that the indulgence 
of parents rather increased than mitigated his severity on 
their ofiending children ; but though he was, as one calls 
him "^, Plagostuf OrbUiuSy yet this somewhat qualified the 
matter, he was impartial. 

He was also of great account for his learning of all sorts<> 
at that time, especially for his knowledge of the oriental 
languages, for which he was highly valued by that great 
English rabbi, Hugh Broughton. For the use of his school, 
he wrote a Catechism in Latin in hexameter and pentameter 
verses : and two books ; the former he dedicated to queen 
Elizabeth, it being of public service, viz. concerning the 
training up of children in both health and learning: the 
latter, or Elementarie, teaches the writing of English, dedi- 
cated to the earl of Leicester. This is mentioned in the 
Catalogue of Authors before Mr, Strype^s edition of Stamps 
Survey of London. Having resigned PauPs school three 
years before his death, we find him prebendary of Yates- 
bury, in the chiurch of Sarum ; and at the same time, if not 
soon afterwards, in the rectory of Stanford Rivers in Essex, 
^ven him by queen Elizabeth ; where he died 15th April, 
1611, and lies there buried in the chancel of that church. 

Alexander Gill, senior, born in Lincolnshire, 27th 

1 Biahop Backridge's Funeral Ser- > He published Fortescue de Ltn- 

moD for the said bishop, at the end dibus Legum Angli» in Latiny and 

of bishop Andrews's Century of Ser- his own translation in Engliah. 8vo. 

mons. 1599. North. 

■ Dr. Fuller. 
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Febr. 1564; admitted scholar of Corpus Christi, Oxon, in 
Sept.- 1588; M.A. 1590; left the college, and became an 
instructor of youth (possibly in Norwich) where he lived, in 
1597, and then wrote his Treatise of the Trinity. In 1608 
he became the chief master of St. Paul's school, esteemed 
by most persons to be a learned man, a noted Latinist, 
critic, and divine ; and also to have such an excellent way 
in training up of youth, that none in his time went beyond 
him. He died in his own house, in St. Paul'^s churchyard, 
17th Nov. 1685, and was buried in Mercers' chapel, or ra^ 
ther the antechapel, near the monument of Mr. Brown and 
Mr. Fishboume*'. He wrote a book, (as Mr. Strype says,) 
entitled Logonamia, for amending and rectifying the writ- 
ing of the English language?; and being a divine as well as 
a critic, he wrote that tract (before mentioned) of the Tri- 
nity in Unity against a certun anabaptist; and another 
book, entitled. Sacred Philosophy afhcHy Scripture^. 

Alex. Gill, jun. 1685, (was made master here,) bom in 
London, commoner of Trinity college, Oxon, in the beg^- 
ning of 161S, having an exhibition from the Mercers^ com- 
pany. When M.A. he became usher under his father in 
St Paulas school, and under Thomas Famabie, the famous 
sdioolmaster in Goldsmith Vrents. He succeeded his father 
in the office of chief master 1685, and in the next year took 
the d^ree of doctor of divinity, being then accounted one 
ci the best Latin poets in the nation. In 1640 he was re- 
moved from the school, with an allowance of S5Z. per ann. 
whereupon he taught certain youths privately in Alders- 
gate-street, London, where he died in 1642, and was buried 
in the church of St.Botolph without Aldersgate. To what 
Mr. Wood says of Dr. Gill, Mr. Strype only adds, that he 
was not only one of the b^t Latin poets of his time, but 
that many jneces of his poetry are extant, but doth not 
mention where. He has a copy of Latin verses before lord 
Verulam^'s InstauraHo magnaj and probably some others 

• Wood's Allien. before Speed's History. North. 

r And • copy of veraes printed ^ Both bound together. Nobth. 

y2 
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of the like nature. He reoiained master of the school the 
shortest time of any master before or dnoe; omiing in 
16S6, and bdng removed five years after, very probably for 
his too great severity, though with the above-menti<Hied al- 
lowance. 

John Lanoley, bom near Banbury in Oxfordshire; 
ccmimoner of Magdalen hall, Oxon, 1612; todc the d^rees 
in arts, and some years after was made master oi the college 
school, and prebendary of the cathedral church of Glou- 
cester; elected chief master of St Paul'^s schocd in Jan. 
1640; an excellent lingiust, grammarian, historian, cosmo- 
grapher, and artist ; as also a most judicious divine, and 
great antiquary ; yet a puritan, and a witness against arch- 
bishop Laud. He died in his house, joining to St. PauTs 
school, 18th Sept. 1657, and was buried in Mercers^ chapel, 
with a funeral sermon by Dr. Edward Reynolds, touching 
the use of human learning, wherein he said much to the 
honour of the defunct. He was so much in favour with 
the worshipful ocmipany of Mercers, his patrons, that they 
accepted of his reconunendation of his successor. Mr. Strype 
says he was a general scholar, and espedally a great anti- 
quary in matters of our own country, of the stories and cu- 
riorities whereof he made a conmderable collection in his 
travels. He was known and beloved by the learned Selden. 
He composed a short Rhetoric, and a ccxnpendious Prth 
sodioj for the use of his school, besides divers amendments, 
additions, and explanations of the Latin and Greek Gram- 
mars used by his scholars. He had a very awful presence 
and speech, that struck a mighty respect and fear in his 
scholars, which however wore off after they were a litde 
used to him ; and his management of himself towards them 
was such, that they both loved and feared him. He was a 
angle man. When buried, all the scholars attended his fu- 
neral, walking before the corpse (hung with verses instead 
of escutcheons) from the school through Cheapside, with 
white gloves on, to Mercers^ chapel. His funeral text was 
in Acts vii. And Moses was learned in all the medom qfike 
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EgypOans: in which', Dr. Reynolds says, <* he was learned 
<< in the whole body of learning; not only an excellent lin- 
*< guist and grammarian, historian, cosmographer, artist, 
*^ but a most judicious divine, and a great antiquary in the 
^^ most memorable things of this nation. Into whatsoever 
^' parts of the land he travelled, he was able to refresh and 
*^ to instruct his fellow-travellers in the most remarkable 
^' particulars of every country. Pausanias was not more 
« accurate in the description of Greece than he of £ng- 
^ land. And I have heard, that he had it sometimes in his 
'^ thoughts to have published something in this kind. He 
^ was a man of a solid judgment ; he always spake e stdco 
^^ pectoris; and I have not without very great satisfaction 
'^ heard him give his notions upon difficult places of scrip- 
*' ture, and arguments of divinity in ordinary discourse, as 
^^ if he had elaborately studied them : says he, I never 
'* knew any learned subject spoken of in his company, 
^ wherein he was not able most dexterously to deliver his 
'^ ofnnion. He was a man of a copious discourse, but withal 
'* so solid a judgment, as did ever delight his auditors, 
« never weary them. 

<* He was most exactly answerable to the trust of his 
'* l^ace : cpprimi poHus onere officii mahiit, quam Wud 
*^ deponere^ as once Tully spoke. It was hardly possible 
'* for any fiiend, by any importunity, to draw him from a 
^ most punctual observation of timely attendance upon the 
'< duties of his place. And so tenderly fearful was he of 
*^ miscarriage herein, and so sensible of any the least defect, 
*< that in a former sickness he desired, if he should then 
<^ have died, to have been buried at the school door, in re- 
^ gard he had in his ministration there, come short of the 
** duties which he owed unto the school.^ See more in the 
same sermon in bishop Reynolds^s works, fol. Lond. 1679* 
p. 881. 

Samuel Cbomleholme, or Crumlum, of Corpus Christi, 

' Si. Ftail'8 adiool flonrialiet tfiis religiooa tdioolmaBter Uiereof. Dr. 
dM!f as mudi as ever under the care Tko. FuUer^i Church History, hook 
of Mr. John Liangley, the able and ▼. p. 168. 

t8 
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Oxon, who (as Mr. Strype says) was removed from the go- 
vemment of Gloucester school hither. I am apt to believe 
it should have been Dorchester, where I am assured he 
taught school with great reputation for several years. He 
was voXuyXorro^, one that understood a great many lan- 
guages, and exceeded his predecesscnr in that part of learn- 
ing. In his time the school was burnt in the great fire, and 
he lost an incomparable library, for he was very curious in 
books; but he lived to teach school there again after the 
beautiful rebuilding of it He died a married man, but 
without children. He was very happy in sending out many 
excellent scholars from under his care. And this (as Dr. 
Fuller says) should, amongst other motives, make school- 
masters careful in their place; because the eminencies of 
their scholars have commended the memories of their school- 
masters to posterity, who otherwise in obscurity had alto^ 
gether been forgotten. Who had ever heard of R. Bond, in 
Lancashire, but for the breeding of learned Ascham, his 
scholar ? Or of Hartgrave, in Brundly school, in the same 
county, but because he was the first that did teach the 
worthy Dr. Whitaker ? Nor do I honour the memory of 
Mulcaster for any thing so much as for his scholar, that 
gulf of learning, bishop Andrews. This made the Athe^ 
nians, (says' the same author,) the day before that great 
feast of Theseus, their founder, to sacrifice a ram to the 
memory of Conidas his schoolmaster that first instructed 
him. I could enumerate many of this man^s scholars who 
arrived to great eminency of one kind or other, besides the 
great duke of Marlborough, bishop Cumberland, Mr. Do- 
dington. Dr. (rower, Mr. Strype, &c. were it needful K 

Thomas Gale, D. D. was bom at Scruton, in York- 
shire, and educated at Westminster school; from wboice 
he went to Cambridge, was admitted into Trinity college, 
and afterwards became fellow of the same, and Greek pro- 

« Fal1er*8 Holy State, p. 102. Can- Gaildhall. Dr. Wells, of Aldengate, 

tab. 1648. . preached bis funeral sermon, l&ga 

' He died Snnday, July 21, 1672, were given, wbose poerie was ^- 

and was buried the Fryday follow- dime Temput. Smith's Obituary, 

ing at the lord mayor's chappel by North. 
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fesflor of the university. In 1678 he was chosen head mas- 
ter of St. Paulas school in London, and had the honour to 
be employed by the city in writing their elegant inscriptions 
on the Monument, erected in memory of the dreadful con- 
flagration 1666. In the year 1676 he was made prebendary 
of St. Paulas, being one of them called Consumpi. per Mare. 
He was also a member of the Royal Society u; and gave to 
the repository of Gresham college a Roman urn with its 
ashes. About the year 1697 he gave to the new library of 
Trinity college a great number of curious Arabic manu- 
scripts. After he had continued head master of St PauPs 
school for twenty-five years, he was in the year 1697 made 
dean of the metropolitan church of York ; where he kept a 
good table, and was particularly remarkable for his care 
and good government, and repairing and beautifying the 
fabric of the cathedral. As to his character, he was a learned 
divine, a great historian, antiquary, and one of the best 
Grecians of the age; and to whom I must ever own myself 
indebted upon many accounts. 

The several works he has published are undeniable evi- 
dences of his indefatigable industry and labour, of which this 
foUowing is a catalogue : 1. HerodoH HalicamassiBi Histo- 
riarumj Ub. ix. 8. JambUcus de Mysteriis .S^gyptiorum. 
8. Rhetores Selecti. 4. HistorieB Poeticee Scriptores Antu 
qui. 5. Opuscula Mythological Physica^ et Ethica. 6. 
Greecum PsaUerium juxta Exemplar Alexandrinum. 7. 
Histories BritanniceB et JngUcante Scriptores XXV. vol. 
li. Besides which, there were amongst his papers manu- 
scripts very near ready for the press : 1. JambUcus de Vita 
PythagorcB. 8. Origenis PhUocalia variis MSS. coUecta 
emendatay et nova Versione donata. 8. Antonini Impera* 
toris Itinerarium Inscriptionibus et Scholiis iUustratum. 
And, 4. Sermons on several Festivals. The two last were 
published since his death. 

He was master of a noble library of choice and valuable 

books, as well as of a curious collection of many esteemed 

manuscripts, which, with his estate, he has left to his worthy 

• Admitted 6 Dec. 1677. North. 

y4 
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son, Roger Gale, esq. As he was conversant with the learned 
of our nation, so also he was well known to foreigners, and 
had a particular correspondence with Huetius, Mabillion, 
Baluzius, Jacobus Cappellus, Sebastian Feschius, Jo.Rudol- 
fus, Wetsteinius of Basil, Henry Wetst^nius of Amsterdam, 
Grasvius, Ludovicus Picques, and many others. He de- 
parted this life in the 67th year of his age, at the deanery 
of York, April the 8th, 1702. 

Dr. Gale was interred at the east end of the cathedral 
church of York, and over him is a Uack marble with the 
following ejntajA : 

M. M. S. 

ThonuB Gaky S. T.P. decani Ebor. 

Firi, si quis aUuSy 

Ob muU^triam eruditionem 

Apud suos exteroaque cdebernmi. 

Quale nomen nbi conquidvii. 

Apud Cantabrigienses 

CoU^um S. S. TriniiaHe, ei 

GrcBccd Ungu<B prqfeseoris regit cathedra; 

Apud Londmatesy 

Viri UieraHssimi ad rempublicam 

Et pairi<B commodum 

Eas gtffrmasio PatUino emisri; 

Apud Eboracenses^ 

Hfffua res ecdesuBy 

Heu! vix qumquenmoy 

At dum per mortem Ucmt 

Sedulo etJidelUer administrator 

Et ubicunque agebat donata luce 

Veneranda UngWB Gr<Bc<B 

Et historiiB AngiicaniB 

MonumentOy 

Marmore loquacioroy 

Perenniora^ 

Testantur. 

Ob. Apr. viii A. S. H. mdccu, est. sued Lxrii. 
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John Po8Tlsthwayt£9 M.A. bom 9t MiUom in Cum- 
beriand, master of St. Martin'^s school in the fields, jbunded 
by archbishop Tenison; where, by his singular industry 
and happy way of teaching youth, he acquired such a cha- 
xader tram persons of the highest rank, that he was chosen 
to St. Paulas school anno 1697, upon Dr. Calebs promotion 
to the deanery of York ; where he remitted nothing of his 
wonted diligence, and from whence also he sent forth very 
excellent scholars, who have since made a figure in several 
stations of life. We have a just character of him in the re- 
verend Dr. Hancock^s sermon at Ins funeral, preached at St 
Austin^s church at his interment, which may supersede any 
thing farther that I can say of him : only the reader will 
forgive me in paying a debt of gratitude to his memory by 
inserting the epitaph designed for him in the aforesaid 
church, which will give a true idea of him, especially as it 
concerns that character upon which he stands, in this place, 
a good schoolmaster, and his incessant and almost un- 
paralleled labours to the very last; as also his public bene- 
factions, and gratitude, both to his great patron archbishop 
Tenison, who raised him; and to Merton college in Oxford, 
where he was educated, and took the d^ree of master of 
arts'. Upon the experience and thorough knowledge of 
hino, the said archbishop Tenison recommended him with a 
moat ample commendation to the Mercers^ company, which 
Mr. Strype, in his Survey, has set down at large, to say no- 
thing of other very considerable persons who did the same. 
I shall only add the clause of his will, dated Sept 5th, 
1713, wherein he bequeathes the rectory of HenUm, in Nor- 
folk, (about 9001. value,) to Merton college in Oxford^ 
where he had his education, at the discretion of the re- 
verend archbishop Tenison, who had been a great patron 
to him, and encourager of his studies, wherein are these 
words: 

'< I ^ve to the most reverend father in Grod Thomas 
<' lord archbishop of Canterbury, and to his successors 
» 19 June, 14»7e. North. 
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<< lords archUshopB of Canteibury for ever, tbe perpetual 
<^ advowson and patronage of the rectory of Denton, in the 
'< county of Norfolk, as I purchased the same of his grace 
<^ the duke of Norfolk ; and my will and desire is, that 
^* they, the said lords archbishops of Canterbury succes- 
<< sively, collate, whensoever it shall become void, such per- 
^* sons as shall be at those times respectively fellows of Merton 
<< college in Oxford, or such as have been formerly fellows 
^< of the said college, as thor graces shall judge fittest and 
<' most worthy.^ He gave also 9001. for the adorning and 
beautifying of the chancel of the said church, as appears 
from an inscription in the east window thereunto belcmging, 
and is as follows : 

In the middle of the east window of Denton chancel. 

Joannes PobtlethwaytEj A.M. 

Htgus ecderitB nuper patronus^ 

TeHamento legavU 9001. 

Quibus 

Tota h^ecJeneHra 

Mfdiicolor conficereturf 

CanceUi hi omarefUur^ 

Mensa Dominica inHruereniury 

PJumboque cooperireniur. 

QuiB 

Omnia perfedt 

MaTTHMVS P08TLETBWAyTE, 

Paironi nepos 

Ei 

EcdeauB rector J 

A.D. MDCCXVIL 

He had designed to have shewn a specimen of his grati- 
tude, in giving the world some account of the life of dean 
Colet; but death prevented him. 

He died Sept. 96, 1718. The epitaph deagned to be put 
up for him in St Austin^s church is as follows: 
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Hie sUiB 9uni exuxAiB 

Joannis PosdeAwayt, E.A.P. et A,M, 

De quo J lector , hdrc (iccipe. 

Jaeobo 11^' regncmtey 
A reverefuUssimo Tenieono, 
Ludo liter ariOf quern iOe JesuUico oppoeueraiy 
. Frasfecbusjvit, 
Inde evocatuSj schoUe PauliniB, 
per sedecim tmnos pra^it; 
Lafmee lingucR ad cptimarum scriptorum normam 
Praceptor accuratissimue; 
, GrcBCiB et OrientaUum plerarumque 
tarn perituSj quamjuutor evngtdaria; 
Neque in bonis uOiue generis Uteris hospes; 
Puerorum ingenia nemo sagadus eaphravit^ 
Felidus direait, 
out siudiosiiis pronuyoii; 
Id quod testantur ipsitis oUm discipuli. 
Nunc academiarumj ecclesuB^ et reipublica 
Omamenta summa. 
Vir erai integer^Jrugiy pius, de omnibtts bene meritusj 
Omni virtutis genere exomatus; 
Principibus in ecdesia viris perquam chorus; 
Ita non ambUiosus, ut honores^ 
Aut oblatos vitro recusaret, 
Auifjhciie impetrabHeSj petere noluerit^ 
sua sorte contentus; 
Et tota mente in curam discipulorum incumbenSy 
Quos cum in schola diutius instituere non potmty 

In sue erudiebat cubicuio; 

Et cum vi morbif quoplures menses laboraratj 

Lecto affixus esset, 

lOic quoque^Jerme etiam moriens, docebat. 

Obiit S&>. die Septembr. anno Dni. mdccxih. istatis sues 68. 

Paitruo bene merenti posuit Moestissimus M,P, 

Philip Ascough, M. A. of Trin. coll. in Cambridge, 
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was presented by king George to the rectory of St Olave's, 
Southwark, and was succeeded by 

Benjamin MorlandX, F.R.S. under whom, I must m 
justice to him say, that this school is in a very flourishing 
state: so that we need not doubt of hereafter having several 
more worthies added, to complete the following list of those 
who have been educated in this school. 

J list of the high or upper masters of St. PauTs school, who 
.were chosen asJbUoweth. 

1512. William Lillie CoDtimied lOynn. 

1622. John Ritwyse 10 

1582. Richard Jones 17 

1549. Thomas Freeman 10 

1669. John Cooke 14 

1678. William Malym 8 

1681. John Harrison....^ 16 

1696. Richaid Mulcaster 12 

1608. AlexanderGill 27 

1686. Dr. Alexander Gill 6 

1640. John Langley 17 

1667. Samuel Cromlehohne 16 

1672. Dr. Thomas Gale 26 

1697. John Postletbwayte 16 

1718. Philip Ascough 8 

1721. Benjamin Morhmd 12 

1788. Timothy Crumpe, died Jan. 81, 1787 4 

1787. George Charles', D.D 11 

1748. Geoige Thicknesse, resigned 21Nokth. 

1769. Richard Roberts, D.D 46Nortb. 

1814. John Sleath, D.D 



7 He died Oct. 9, 1733, aged 80. RochfiMd, ambuMdot to the coort 
• Dr. Charles resigned in 1748» of l\iriii. North. 
^tpomted secretury to the earl of 
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Number VII. 

A short account of the scholars educated ai St PauTs 
school. 

THOMAS NIGHTINGALE, bom in London, and, 
SB Mr. Wood thinks, educated under Mr. WilL Lilly in 
1515, was in Oxford admired for his wit, especially for the 
things he published : viz. De obUu Joannis Colet carmen: 
In mortem Gtd. lAlii EleguB, Which are both very scarce. 

Thomas Lupset was one of the first eminent scholars of 
this school under the same master; having laid a founda- 
tion there of knowledge in the learned tongues, and other 
studies of humanity, he waa enabled thereby to become 
very useful in the univernty of Oxford, where (as Mr. 
Moore, in an efnatle to Erasmus, informs us) he taught the 
learned languages, especially the Greek tongue. Erasmus 
alao, in a letter to Colet, mentions him as having been very 
useful to him in his studies, as well as agreeable to him for 
his conversation, while he was at Cambridge \ He died in 
the year 1581^, as Erasmus hints to cardinal Poole. 

All that Mr. Wood says of him is, that he was the son of 
William Lupset, goldsmith, in London, bom in St. Mil- 
dred'^s. Bread-street, and amanuensis, or study servant, to 
dean Colet, and by him sent from PauPs school to the uni- 
versity of Oxford; and therefore remembered by dean Colet 
in his last will, who there calls him his scholar <^. He was 
buried in St. Alphage church in London. 

Amongst the manuscripts of the foresaid Mr. Wood in 
Oxford, we have a somewhat larger account of him, which 
for the more curious is here inserted : 

^ Viiv uOiJeUdus unquam inter Britannos quam TTwrncR 

• —Taos ac vere toos alDmmu ^ St. Marttn's, Lndgste. Wm.Re- 

Tho. Lapaetus, magno mihi eat usai vett, LL.D. institut. 1 Jan. 1530. per 

qiiotidiana consoetudine, et opera, mortem Thoma Lupaet North. 

qoam mihi commodat in hla caatiga* ' Wood's Ath. Ozon. vol. i. cor. 28. 

ooDibaa; et operam opera penso, ' VitaD.ThomsLapseti ex Elo- 

liutiima idem copiomns, si per illiua giis GeorgH Lilii Britanni aliisqne 

atndla Facaret» a qoiboa noUm ab- Scriptoribna coUecta per Henricom 

dncere adolescentem ; crede mihi di- Jackaonum. Inter MS8, Ant. a 

hll esieo, tai araa&tina. Brat.BpUi. Wood m Mmmo AOmoi. 
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Lupseto vngeniwn corUingU. Is enim Londim honesio hcd 
nahiSf et a Johcmnt Ccieto 6b egregiam indclem in tutdam 
aUquamdiUf^miUcmtixiemque rec^iuSf sub Gtdiehno lABo 
Gr(Bc<B et LaHniB Ungues ruditnewta didicU^ moxque admi- 
rabUi studio et industrial in opHmarum artium cogniiione 
tantus evasitj ut adolescens in Owoniensi gymnasia Cice- 
ronis PhiUppicas expressis oratoriiB JactJtaiis coloribus 
cum magna eruditi ingenH admiratione publice perlegerit. 
Sed Ludavico Vive homine Hispanoj difficUiori prcpe temu- 
latione ejus schciam, eocdpientey in Italiam cptimorum inge- 
niorum parentem transcenditf ac Reginaldo Polo regio son-- 
guvne iUustriy quern per id tempus rex Henricus VIII, siu- 
diorum causa Paiavium miserat^ se adfunxU; ubi annis 
aliquot per omnia disciplinarum genera evagatuSy mox in 
patriam reversuSy auream iilam Chrysostomi doquentiam 
predpue admiratuSy in sacrarum Uterarum arce constitit. 
Cum tamen Thomcd Wblsea cardinalis Eboracensis import 
tunis efflagitationibuSf initam studiarum suorum ratianem 
perinvitus relinquere coactus est^ Thomes Winterio efusdem 
cardinalis alumno, magnis sumptibus Luteties Parisiorum 
pr<Bceptor aUquandiu adhUntus. At incRnaia paulo post 
Eboracensis Jbrtunay cum Jam iterum sui Juris esse coepe- 
ratf ad anHquam iUam Poli Jamiliaritatemy qui etiam ad 
id tempus peropportune cum summa regis stn gratia in 
GaBiam trqjeceraiy atque ad pristina sacrarum Uterarum 
studia se recepit: cttmquejam omnes in summam sui admi- 
rationem conjedsset^ et honestissimo sacerdotio auctus^ ab 
Henrico rege^ hand obscuris benevolentuB indiciisy repetita 
seepe memoriae ad mqjora destinaretur, pituitte distiOa^ 
tione a capite^ exulceratis pulmonibus tussi, ojcJUbre diu 
laboranSy Juvenis adhuc quarto drcitery ac trigesimo eetaiis 
SU4B annOy Londini contabuit. Ex ejus scriptis nihil us- 
quam adhuc pubUce prodOty cum omnia potius ad privatum 
u^um penes se domi sure vivens deponeret, quam alibi post 
mortem ptibUcanda relinquerety eademque ut plerunque pa-^ 
trio sermone conscripta, cum tamen et Latino promptissime 
atque elegantery non in scriptis tantum sed inJamHiaribus 
coOoquiis scBpe uteretur. Ex eis autem, qum nobis adhuc 
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puerii ab eo ipw aUquando ad describendum tradUa memi- 
nimusj vel hcsc in primisjuere ; 

1. HomUuB aliquot ad Chrysostomi imUationem ad ami' 
cos conscriptiB. 

2. DiaioguSf in quo acerrima quadam reprehensione in 
corrupto9 sui secuU mores invehituvy maactme vero in 
depravaiam quorundam in aula regia consueiudinem^ 
qui de rebus sacris dispuioHones in mediis epulis et 
compoiationibusy prqfimis verborum jurgiis muiuo in- 
ter se agitanUSy de sacerdoiaU ordine et digniiate pa- 
rum reverenterjam turn sentire casperant. 

S. ^Adjuvenem quendam in civiii hominum commerciOy 
dejbrmando optima vitce statu. 

4. AdalterumJbmiliaremsuumdeJuturcBvitcegenerosa 
praemeditationej deque morte nequaquam Christiana 
homini perHmescenda. 

Extant JbmSiiares aliquot epistoks ad Lupsetum ab 
Erasmo Roterodamo peramanter conscripUBy maaime x)ero 
Ukty in qua de Edovardo Lf^eo graviorib%ts censur<B notis in 
Navi Testamenti traductiane^ ejus nomvni detrectante, et 
obeliscis quibusdam ejus scripta confbdientef apud Lup- 
seHtmy qui Erasmum ipsum a Lcei cakimnia drfendere vi^ 
debaiuTf proline conqueritur, Obiit quinto et trigesimo cir^ 
citer iBtatis suce anno; quo tempore Henricus VIIL rex 
CaikeriruB regince repudium mcHiri coeperat. 

Hactenus de Lupseto totidem verbis IMius. 

Magnus iUe Thomas Moras in epistcia quadam ad 
Erasmum (edita inter alia opusada Bastlece^ 1563.) pag. 
464. Lupsetus, inquit, nosier magno auditorio summa cum 
laude sua, nee minore scholasticorum fnige, bonas litems in 
utraque lingua profitetur Oxonis. Intimam cum Mora 
amicitiam coluit Lupsetus. Alios, inquit Stapletonus in 



• Hub book is printed at London ii written from More» a place of my 

in Engliah ; the title runs thos : An lorde cardinals, (Wolsejr*) in the feast 

Exhortaikn to jfcnge Men, per- of saynt Bartholomew 1529. Loh' 

twmdifnge tkem U walk in thepaike dim tn tedibm TTkomte Bartheleii re- 

wojf thai Uadetk to htmestie and gisimpreiooritanno MDXXXVIIL 

goodne$9 written to a /rende of kisp Cum privUegio. 
hp Thmnoi lAg^e, Londoner. It 
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VU€B T%m(B Mori^ cap.Y.pag. 196, in politioii literatura 
axnioos et sodos habuit Monn, Thonaam Lupaetum, ad 
quern variae extant Erasm* Epistoke, in quibus, quanta fii- 
erit ejus et ^regia eruditio et intima cum Moro amicitia, 
evidenter apparet. 

Sir Anthony Dennt was second son to Edward Denny, 
one of the barons of the Exchequer, in credit and fiftvour 
with Edw. IV. and Hen. VII.: he was one of WilUam 
Lilly^s scholars, afterwards was knighted by Hen. YIII. 
made gentleman of his bedchamber, and privy counsellor. 
At the dissolution, his master gave him the rate of Waltham 
abbey, with rich lands, for the term of thirty years. He was 
a great Mcecemu to learned men ; and to his honour it is 
recorded, that he did restore the great school of Sedberg in 
the north to its pristine state, when the buildings were dila- 
pidated, and the lands embezzled. Mr. Ascham gives him 
the following character; ReligiOy docMnOj respublica, omnes 
euraa twu ric occupcmi, idy extra has tres resy nuBum tern- 
pus consunuu: that he divided his time between rdigion, 
learning, and his care for the public. Henry Howard, earl 
of Surrey, made the following ^epitaph upon him : 

Death and the king' did, as it werey contend 

Which of them two bare Denny greatest love: 
The kingy to show his love gan Jarre extend. 

Did him advance his betters Jarre above; 
Nere place, much wealthy great honour eke him gave. 
To make it knowne what power great prim^ have. 
But when death came with his triumphant gifij 

From worldly carke he quit his wearied ^lost. 

Free from the corpes, and straight to heaven it lift. 

Now deme, that can, who did Jot Denny most: 

The king gave welth, but Jading and unsure; 

Death brought him blisse that ever shall endure. 

Sir Anthony died in the Sd of Edward Vlth. 
William Paget, knight, was bom in London of honest 
parents, who gave him his education in St Paul'*s school 
' WeeTer's Fan. Monnm. p. 832. 
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Afterwards, his leaniii^ and capacity raised him to be a fa- 
Tourite of long Henry VIII. who made him, in the 2Sd ot 
Us reign, first, one of the clerks of the signet ; and in the 
88d year, derk cf the ooundl, and privy seal ; and a Uttle 
after, derk of the parliament for life : afterwards he made 
him his secretary, and employed him as ambassador to 
Chaiies the Vch emperor, and Francis king of France. 
King Edward the Vlth made him chancellor of the duchy, 
ocHnptroller of the housdiold, and created him baron of 
Beaudesert Queen Mary made him keeper of the privy 
seal; and queen Elizabeth, though she dispensed witJi his 
attendance at court, yet highly respected him. He died 
very old, in the year 1563, and his corpse (as Mr. Fuller 
says) was buried at Litchfield : of whom I shall add no 
more (referring the reader to the histories of that time) but 
this one remark; that his being privy counsellor to four 
successive princes is perhaps a single instance, and not to be 
paraUeled in history, especially if we consider from how low 
a descent he rose, being only a son to a sergeant at mace in 
London. 

Sir Edwabd North, afterward Edward lord North, 
baron of SjitUng in Cambridgeshire, was another of those 
eminent persons who were very early educated in this 
sdiool under its first master Lilie : he was the son of Roger 
North, citizen and mercer of London. When he was by 
age and study fitted for public service, he had various 
marks of honour conferred upon him by his king and coun- 
try; and making the law his profession, he was made a 
sergeant in the year 1586 ; and at the dissdution of mo- 
nasteries he was made treasurer of the court of augmenta- 
tions : in 154S he was knighted, and served as high sheriff 
of the counties of Cambridge and Huntingdon : soon after 
he became privy counsellor, and at last one of the executors 
to king Henry VIII. He seemed not in the next short 
reign of king Edward to have gained ground, being no fa- 
vourite of the protector Seymour; but soon after queen 
Maiy'*s accession to the throne, he was not only continued 
privy counsellor, but also made a boron of the realm. In 
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her suter'^s ragn, my lord North, being in years, did not 
desire any public business ; and though he seemed not to 
be a favourite, yet was he not under any visible displeasure 
of queen Elizabeth, since he had the lieutenancy for com- 
mand of the militia for Cambridgeshire and the isle of Ely* 
He was also employed in a conunission by her about those 
who made claims to perform service by tenure upon the 
day of her coronation* This was all that he had or would 
have of the public trust to the day of his death; whidi hap- 
pened Dec. 81, 1568, and in the 68th year of his age, at his 
house, called the Charter-house, near London. His epitaph, 
as is now to be seen in the chapel adjoining to the south 
side of the chancd of the church of Kirtling in Cambridge- 
shire, is as follows : 

Servafidem: 

EdvardumJinaAt Northtim natura beatuniy 

Addiderat magnas gracia regis opes* 
ProvidtiSf et sapiens, claros suscepit honor es; 

Et tamen in tanto comis honoreJuU. 
Qute natura dedii, qtue gracia principis auasiiy 
Omnia mors una sustulit atra die. 
Qui obiit uUimo Decenibris 
Anno Domini 1564. 
HabuitJUios Rogerum, nunc dominum North, et Tho- 
mam ; jUias vero Christianam et Mariam quorum altera 
Wmpmi comitis Wigomice uaor, altera Henrico dom, 
Scroope nupta. 

See more of this noble lord in the MS. life of him in the 
public Ubrary at Cambridge, by Dudley lord North, a de- 
scendant, widi an account of his gifts to the univeraty, and 
to Peter-house college in Cambridge; (in the parlour of 
which college is the picture of this noble lord, amongst 
other benefactors, with a Latin distich ;) to the former of 
the parsonage of Burwel, and to the latter of that of Elling- 
ton in Huntingdonshire. This life was printed at the end of 
several other pieces of the sud Dudley, the seocmd lord 
North, in the year 1684. 
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' John Lbland was bom in LondoD, and educated in St. 
Paulas school under the famous William Lilie, as that verse 
of his testifies, 

Instructor lAUtcs Ulejuit. 

He went afterwards to Christ^s college in Cambridge : from 
thence he transplanted himself into All Souls college in Ox- 
ford: where having spent his time very usefully, he made a 
journey to Paris: there he was received into the friendship 
of divers very learned men, viz. Budaeus, Faber, Paulus 
JSmilius, and Ruellus. At his return he entered into holy 
orders, and became rector of Poppeling, in the marches of 
Calais. Afterwards he became library-keeper to king Henry 
VIII. and had a commission from him to search into all li- 
braries of cathedrals, abbeys, or colleges, for every thing he 
oould find of antiquities relating to England. 87 of Hen. 
VIII. he presented the king with a scheme of the whole, 
under the title of A new year's gift; wherein he promised 
a description of the state of Britain under the Romans, 
a survey and history of each county in sixty books, a sur- 
vey of the British isles in six books, and an account of the 
nobility of Britain in three books. He was afterwards made 
canon of Eing^s college, (now Christ-church in Oxon,) and 
had also a prebendship in the church of Sarum. The latter 
part of his life he spent in the parish of St. Michael in le 
Queme in London, in writing and compoang of those few 
books he left behind him, and which are of great account 
amongst antiquaries. Soon after falling distracted, and 
continuing so, he left his papers in confusion, the greatest 
pert of which are in the public library at Oxford. His /H- 
nerarium and Collectanea were lately published by Mr. 
Tho. Heame at Oxford. Hb book De Viris iUustribus 
AngUa is almost wholly transcribed by Bale, and fit)m him 
by Pitts. We have reason to hope for a noble edition of 
this work, with very valuable additions from a very emi- 
nent hands, which will carry it down to the beginning of 
queen Elizabeth^s r^gn. We may see by the subjoined 
f T. TiDoer. Lewis. 
z2 
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note^ what a value Leland put upon this ivork. Ris 
treatises already printed are, 7^ Aiserium qfKingArOmr; 
The Birth of Prince Edward; The Song qf" the Swan; The 
Decease of Sir The. Wiat; The^ Winning (f Buttein; and 
Commendation of Peace; all in Latin. 

William Whittakeb, D.D. and king^s professor of di- 
vinity, deserves a place in this account: his effigies is in Hot* 
land^^s Herolog^ 

In the first year of king Edward VI. he was bom at die 
manor of Holme, in the parish of Bumdley, in the county 
of Lancaster. 

Under his parents he was brought up at grammar-sdiool, 
until he was ten years of age. About the time of the second 
restoration of the sincere profession of religion, shortly after 
the beginning of the reign of queen Elizabeth, he was by his 
uncle, Alexander Nowel, dean of St. Paul's, sent for up to 
London from his parents, with whom he had been nursed up 
in popish superstitions, taken into his family, and trained up 
in further learning, fit for his years, in the public sdiod, 
founded by Dr. Colet, his pious predecessor. 

There he so profited in good literature, and gave such 
presages of what would afterwards ensue, that being now 
eighteen years old, he was by the foresaid venerable dean, 
his uncle, sent to the university of Cambridge, and there 
admitted into Trinity college ; where, making further pro- 
gress answerable to his former beginnings, he was chosen 
first scholar, and after fellow of that house ; and having re> 
ceived the degree of master of arts, he began now to grow 
into no small esteem and fame by reason of diq>utes and 
other exercises performed by him, with the good approba- 



^ Hoc opns magna diligentia, cu- qui recte noyit qaos literaram floras 

n, et labore ooDgcssimas, atque adeo Britaimia hortus protakrit. Certe 

jam in tomos qnataor * digessimus, ut ingratitadiDis notam mnlti in hae 

ne BritannuB nostne, fama tot era- parte eluant, nunqnam profecto de- 

ditoram, et aleganthim icriptoram sidin macahun abstefgent. Leimuk 

deperiret. Quotas enim quisque est Commeni, m C^gneam Canikneau 
hac nostra »tate» Tel inter eraditos 

* Of these, it seems, he finished only two tomes, which were printed st 
Oxford 1709, ftx>m the author's aatograph by Dr. Anthony Hall. Lbwis. 
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tion and to the great admiration even of the best and chief- 
eat peraons. He left this world, to the great loss of God's 
diurch, on the fourth day of December, in the year of our 
Lord 159S, and in the 47th of his age ; having held the 
professor's chair about sixteen years, and the mastership of 
St. Jdin's college almost nine. His corpse was, with very 
great solemnity and general lamentation, brought to the 
ground, and heth interred in the chapel of the foresaid col* 
lege; hb epitaph being engraven with letters of gold on a 
fiiir stone in the wall near to the place of its interment. 
Which is as follows : 

HlC SITVS EST DOCTOR WHITAKERVS, BEGIVS 

OLIM 
SCRlPTVRffi INTERPRES, QVEM ORNABANT GRA- 

TIA LINGVO. 
IVDICIIQVE ACIES, ET LVCIDV8 ORDO, MEMOR- 

QVE 
PECTVS, ET INVICTVS LABOR, BT SANCTI8- 

SIMA VITA; 
VNA SED ENITVIT VIRTVS RAIUSSIMA, TAN- 

TAS 
INGENU INTER OPES. SVBMISSIO CANDIDA 

MENTIS: 
HVIVS GYMNASII SVPER ANNOS OCTO MAGI- 

STER 
PROVIDVS, ET RECTI DEFENSOR, ET VLTOR 

INIQVI. 

He was at that time the greatest champion of the pro- 
testant cause, even by the confesdon of cardinal Bellarmine 
himself, who, though he had been so often baffled by him, 
yet had so great a veneration for his learning, that he had 
his picture over his study door, and would be often wishing 
that he was one of his own communion. 

He has left behind him the following works: 1. His 
translation of Dr. NowePs Catechism into Greek. 9. His 
translation of bishop Jewell's Dispute against Harding into 
Latin. 8. His Answer to Edmund Campian his ten Rea^ 
sons. 4. His Defence of that his Answer against John Du« 
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rey. 5. His Refutation of Nicolas Sander^s DemonstratioD, 
whereby he would prove that the Pope is not Antichrist 6. 
A Collection thereto added of andent Hereaes, raked up 
again to make up the popish apostasy. 7. His Theas pro- 
pounded and defended at the Commencement 1582, that 
the Pope is the Antichrist spoken of in Scripture. 8. An- 
swer to William Rejmolds against the Preface to that against 
Sanders, in English. 9. His Disputation conoermng the Scrip- 
ture against the Papists of these times, Bellarmine and Sta- 
pleton especially. 10. Defence of the Authority of the Scrip- 
tures, against Thomas Stapleton his Defence of the Authority 
of the Churches. 11. His Lectures on the Controversies 
concerning the Bi^op of Rome, set fortli by John Allen- 
son after his decease. 12. His Lectures on the Controversy 
concerning the Church, set forth by the same party. 18. 
His Lectures on the Controversy concerning Councils, set 
forth by the same. 14. A Treatise of Original Sin, against 
Stapleton^s three former books of Justification, set forth by 
the same. 15. A Lecture on the first of Timothy ii. 4, read 
on February 27, 1594, before the earl of Essex, and some 
other honourable persons. 16. His Lectures concerning the 
Sacraments in general ; the Eucharist and Baptism in spe- 
dal : taken by John Allenson, and set forth by Dr. Samuel 
Ward. 

N. B. His learned unde. Dr. Alex. Nowel, besides his 
honouring St Paul'*s school with the education of this ex- 
traordinary person, is said to have been a great favourer of 
it; which was intimated upon his monument, where it is 
said, among other things, 

-— Prcesidi schclce PaulifUB plurima bonaJecU. 

This monument did very much resemble that of dean 
Colet, and seemed to have it for its pattern ; which bong 
consumed together in 1666, are only preserved in Dugdale^s 
History of St Paulas Church : but that set up in the dean^s 
time we have no memorial of it, but that it was a very de> 
cent one. 

Bishop Aylmer of London, in his will bearing date April 
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28, 1506, desires to be buried in some convenient place in 
the cathedral of St Paul, on the north side, with some de- 
cent monument to be erected for him, and his figure set up 
in imitation of that of John Colet, sometime dean of the 
said church, standing on the south side. Strype'a L%fe of 
At/bner^ p. 178. 

John Howsok, D. D. bishop of Durham, was of St. 
Paul'*s school. Vide Woo^s Jthente, North. 

William Camden was bom in 1650, in the Old Bailey, 
London. From PauPs school, at fifteen years of age, where 
(as Dr. Smith says) he had laid a good foundation of learn- 
ing and accuracy in both the Greek and Latin tongues, he 
was removed to Magdalen college in Oxford K Afterwards 
he became student of Christ Church; from thence, his merit 
making him famous, he was preferred to be master of 
Westminster school, where he composed that Greek Gram, 
mar which bears his name. After some time spent here 
very profitably, he was, by queen Elizabeth, first made 
Richmond herald, and then Clarencieux king of arms. His 
knowledge in the antiquities of his own country is sufii- 
ciently witnessed in his immortal work of his Britannia, 
He was much esteemed by the learned men of his time, 
abroad as well as at home, such as Thuanus, Is. Casaubon, 
archlnshop Usher, 8ec. His Annals of Queen Elizabeth is 
a work justly esteemed by all; and though he had some 
enemies who carped at him, yet he was far superior to 
them. He shewed his great zeal for the improvement of 
learning by his founding a history professorship in Oxford, 
to which he gave the manor of Bexley in Kent, containing 
lands to a considerable value; so that he merited that 
distichy 

Est Hbipro tumulo, Camdene, Britannia tota; 
Oxonium vivena est epigramma tibi. 

* — ~ Poet ad Bcbolam Coletinam solet, sedulo ezcoluiaiet (neqne enim 

qpm ad S. Panli est, ubi sub vigilan- ab ineante ntate booam indolem de- 

tuaiana pneoeptcrfibas disdplina et stitnit industria) ad academiam Oz- 

coltmra ingeniomm mazime riguit, onieusem oppoitnno tempore trans- 

■e recepit, inde postquam mentem plantandos. yUa Ctmdeni per 

vtlbiis» qidbot ntat juvenilis imbni SmUk^ frtefixa E/ristolu, 1691. 4tiK 
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His Annals ab anno 1608 ad 1688, under his own hand, 
are in Trinity college library at Cambridge, which are hitely 
printed by Dr. Smith after his Epistles. Ixmd. 1691. 4to. 
He died Novemb. 9th, anno 16S3, in the 74th year of his 
age, and is buried at Westminster. His epitaph is as f(^ 
lows: 

QUI • FIDE • ANTIQOA • ET • OPERA • ASSIDUA • 

BRITANNICAM • ANTIQUITATEM • 

INDAGAVIT • 

SIMPLICITATEM • INNATAM • HONESHS • 

STUDnS • EXCOLUIT • 

ANIMl • SOLERTIAM • CANDORE • ILLUSTRAVIT • 

GUIUELMUS • CAMDENUS • 

AB • EUZABETHA • R • AD • REGIS • ARMORUM • 

(CLARENTU • TITULO •) DIGNITATEM • 

EVOCATUS • 

HIC • SPE • CERTA • RESURGENDI • IN • 

CHRISTO • 8 • E • 

Q- 

OBIIT • AN • DNI • 1623 • 9 • NOVEMBRIS • 

ATATIS • SU^ • 74 • 

William Bubtok, son of William Burton, sometime of 
Atcham in Shropshire, second son of Thomas Burton of 
Longnore, near to Shrewsbury, son and bar of Edward 
Burton of the same place, (who died in 1658,) was bcHn 
within the precincts of the Austin Friars in London, was 
educated in PaulV school under Alex. Gill, sen. became a 
student in Queen^s college, Oion, in Easter term 16S6, 
aged 16 years, being accounted a good Grecian; but having 
not withal to maintain himself, the learned Mr. Allen, who 
found him to be an ingenious youth, took him to himself to 
Glocester hall, and conferred on him the Greek lecture 
there, which he kept during his continuance in the univer- 
sity. In 16S0 he took the degree of bachelor of civil law ; 
but mdigence (which commonly attends good wits) forring 
him to leave the university, he became the asmstant or 
usher c^ Mr. Tho. Famabie, the famous schoolmaster of 
Kent; with whom remaining some years, he was at length 
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made master of the firee-echool at EingstoD-upon-Thames in 
Surrey, where he continued till two years before his death : 
at which time, being taken with the dead palsy, he re- 
tired to London, where he Kved to see the most part of his 
last book, called A Comm. on Antoninus his Itinerary^ 
printed. He was an excellent Latinist, noted philologist, 
was well skilled in the tongues, an excellent critic and an- 
tiquary, and therefore beloved of all learned men, especially 
the famous archbishop Usher. He hath written and pub- 
lished these following pieces : 

Laudatio Jimebris in obitum viri exceUenHssimi D. 
Thmue AJOeniy Lond. 1683. Oxon. 4to. The said speech 
was spoken by the author in the refectory of Glocester 
hall, before the body was carried thence. Afterwards an- 
other was spoken at the grave, in Trinity college chapel, by 
George Bathurst, as I have elsewhere told you; which, 
with Burton^ were both printed together. 

Annotations on the first episHe of Clement the aposQe to 
the Corinthians. Lond. 1647 and 1662, in 4to.: wherein, as 
much reading is shewed by the author, so some things 
therein do rankly smell of presbytery. The said first epistle 
being set forth in Latin by Patrick Young in 1688, was 
translated into English by our author; who thereunto did 
add the said annotations, as a very proper and suitable re- 
medy, if rightly attended to, to cure the many distracting 
schisms of those loose and dissolute times when published. 

GreeccB lAngiuB Historia, Lond. 1657. octavo. It is the 
sum of one or more speeches delivered in the refectory of 
Glocester hall, 1681. 

Veteris Ungtue PersiccR Historia. Lond. 1657. oct This 
is printed with the former book; and before them is an 
epistle, written by way of commoidation, by the learned 
Langbaine, friend to our author. 

A Commentary on Antoninus his Itinerary, or Journeys 
of the Rom. Empire, so Jar as it concemeth Britain, 4^c. 
Lond. 1658. fol. with the author^s picture before it. He 
also translated from Latin into English a book entitled, 
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The beloved City; or. The Saints Reign on Earth a Aou- 
sand years f asserted and iHustraied Jrom Aety^ve places 
of holy Scripture, Lond. 1648. quarto: written originally 
by Jo. Hen. Alstedius, professor of the university of Her* 
borne. Our author, Will. Burton, gave way to fate on the 
S8th of December, in axteen hundred fifty and seven, and 
was buried the same day in a vault belonging to the stu- 
dents of St. Clements Inn, under part of the church of St 
Clement^s Danes, without Temple-bar, near London : leav- 
ing then behind him several papers and collections of anti- 
quity, manuscripts, and coins, which came into the hands 
of Tho. Thynne, esq. sometime his scholar at Bangston, af- 
terwards gent-commoner of Christ Church; then of the 
bedchamber to the duke of York; a baronet after the death 
of his father, (sir Hen. Fred. Thynne, of Eemsford in Glo- 
cestershire ;) possessor of the large estate belonging to Tha 
Thynne, of Longleet in Wilts, (murdered by certwn fo- 
reigners IS Feb. 1681 ;) and at length viscount Weymouth i'. 
Edwabd Lane, M. A. of Cambridge. This person, who 
was educated in Paula's school, and afterwards of St John^s 
college in the said university, became vicar of North Stro- 
bury in Essex, by the favour of the lord keeper Coventry 
16S0, and was thence removed, by the same hand, to the 
vicarage of Spersholt, near to Rumsey in Hampshire. He 
hath written. Look unto Jesus; or, an Ascent to the hoiy 
Mount to see Jesus Christ in his Glory, ^c. Lond. 166S. 
quarto. And Mercy Triumphant: the Kingdom of Christ 
enlarged beyond the fwrrow bounds which have been put to 
it by Dr. Lewis du Moulin, in his most anOchristian book 
catted Moral Reflections on the Number of the Elect, <$-c. 
Lond. 1680. quarto: in which year the author lived at 
Spersholt The said book was reprinted in the year follow- 
ing, with this title : Du Moulin'^s Reflections reverberated, 
beingaJvU Answer to a pamphlet, entitled. Moral Reflec- 
tions on the Number of the Elect; together with several ar- 

^ Wood's Atfaeue Ozon. ToLii. p.215. edit 1723. 
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guments about Transubstcmtiationf not in any a/uihor yet. 
To which is added, an Answer to Mr. Edw, Hickermgiti 
scurrilous piece, styled. The second Part of naked TruthK 
John Milton was born in Bread-street, the 9th of De- 
cember in 1608: his father was a scrivener in the said street, 
but a native of Halton in Oxfordshire ; his mother was of 
the ancient family of the Bradshaws. He was educated 
mostly at St. Paulas school, under Alexander GiU, senior, 
(to whom we have three elegant epistles amongst his juvenile 
works, which shew how great a master he was of the Latin 
tongue :) and thence, at fifteen years of age, he was sent to 
Christ'^s college in Cambridge, where he was put under the 
care of Will. Chappell,*afterwaids bishop of Rosse in Ire- 
lamd ; and there, as he had done at school for three years 
before, it was usual with him to sit up tiU midnight at his 
book, which was the first thing that brought his eyes into 
danger of blindness. By his indefatigable study he profited 
exceedingly, and wrote several poems, paraphrased some of 
David^s Psalms, performed the collegiate and academical ex- 
ercises to the admiration of all ; being esteemed also a sober 
and virtuous man. After he left the college he travelled 
abroad : first into Italy, where he gained that tongue ; in 
his way thither he passed through Paris, where he became 
acquainted with the famous Hugo Grotius, there ambas- 
sador from the queen of Sweden : he visited also Geneva, 
Leghorn, and Pisa : from thence he proceeded to Sena and 
Rome; where, among other learned men, he became ac- 
quainted with Lucas Holstenius. At his return from his 
travels he settled at home, and writ many books : but his 
inimitable poem of Paradise Lost gained him the greatest 
reputation ; of which a late writer says not too much when 
he tells us, ** That after his concealment, he lived many 
^* years much visited by all strangers, and much admired by 
*^ all at home for the poems he writ, though he was then 
'^ blind; chiefly that of Paradise Lost, in which there is a 
^* nobleness of contrivance and execution, that though he 
^* affected to write in blank verse without rhyme, and made 
1 Wood's Ath. Ozon. toI. i. p. 898. inter Fastoe, edit 1723. 
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<^ many new and rou^ wordsy yet it was esteemed the 
** beautifiillest and perfectest poem that ever was writ, at 
^< least in our language ^J* 

He lived till 1674; when dying in Bunhill-fields, he was 
buried in the chancel of St Gileses Cripplegate, London, 
not far from the monuments of Fox the martyrologist and 
the industrious Mr. Speed, where he lies without so much 
as the least remembrance by any stone or inscription. It 
were to be wished, that as the hiunour has lately very much 
prevailed of doing honour to the memory of some of our 
chief English poets, that Milton, who shines as bright as 
any of them, may not always he neglected ; but that some 
w^thy PauPs scholar, or any one that hath a mind to pov 
petuate their own as well as his memory, would erect an 
honorary monument to him among the Chancers, Spencers, 
Cowleys, Drydens, Priors, &c. None of our poets were so 
well known abroad as he ; so that before the fire in 1666, 
the very house in Bread-street where he was bom was fre* 
quently, out of curiouty, visited by fordgners, of whom he 
was had in the greatest admiration, as appears by many 
ejHstles from them, espedally one from a nobleman of Flo* 
rence here subjoined ; which, though it may seem to savour 
of an Italian flourish, yet is notwithstanding nnoere, and 
penned by an honest man ^. 



" Bishop Burnet's History of his 
own Time, p. 163. 

a JoannI MUtono, Londinensijo- 
veni patria et yirtutibas eximio. 

Viro qui multa peregrinatione, stu- 
dio cancta orbis terranim perspezit, 
nt no7us Ulysses omnia ubique ab 
omnibus apprehenderet. Pblyglotto, 
in ciqus ore lingusB jam defirditv 
sic renriscunt, ut idiomata omnia 
tint in qua laudibus infiicnnda; 
et jure ea percallet, ut admira- 
tiones et plausus populomm ab 
propria sapientia excitatos, intelli* 
gat. UU, cujus animi dotes cofpo- 
risque sensus ad admirationem com- 
morent, et per ipsam motom cuique 
auferunt: cvjtn opera ad plausus 
bortantur, aed vennstate rocem an- 
ditorilras adimunt Cui in memoria 
lotua orbia: in inleUecta sapientia: 



in Toluntate ardor gloris: in or^ 
eloqnentia. Harmonioos cceleatium 
spliBrarum sonitus, astronomia dnce^ 
audienti; cbaracteres mirabilinm na- 
turo, per quos Del magnitndo de- 
scribitor, roagistra philoeophia le- 
genti, antiauitatum lalebras, retn- 
statis ezddia, emditlonls ambages, 
oomile assidua autorum lectione, ex- 
qulrenti, restaurant!, percuirenti. 
At enr nitor in arduum ? lUi In cq* 
jus Tirtatibus erulgandis ora fame 
non sufficiant, nee hominnm stupor 
in laudandis s^tis est. Rererentia 
et araoris ergo hoc ejus meritas de- 
bltum admlrationb tribntum offert. 

Carolns Datas patridus Florenti- 
nus, 

Temto hmmmi termu, itmim «cr- 
tutisamaior. 
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But the otniflrion of doing honour to our great men is 
too much to our scandal and reproach in ahnost every 
place, where many eminent persons have no regard paid to 
them after their decease. One instance, instead of many, is 
in that college in which Milton was bred. It has been ob- 
served, that the famous Jos. Mede, who was as great a man 
as any college could boast of, yet lies in the diapel of his 
own college, to which he left his whole substance, (which 
was not indeed very oon^derable,) without so much as the 
two initial letters of his name to remembar him by <>. 

All that I shall add relating to this great man is, that we 
would make allowance for his peculiar notions and opinions, 
some of which are not easily to be defended. But yet Mr. 
Wood, very difierent from him as to prindples, says, that 
he was a very extraordinary person as to his learning and 
abilities. 

Petbr Pett, son, grandson, and great-grandson of Petar 
Pett, (which last, who was grandson of Peter Pett ci Com^ 
berland, had been master-builder in the navy-royal to queen 
Mary, and afterwards to queen Elizabeth,) was bom at 
Deptford in Kent, educated in St PauPs sdiool in London, 
afterwards in Sidney collcgeP in Cambridge, till he was ba- 
chelor of arts ; whence going to Oxon anno 1647, he was 
entered a student in Pembroke college, and in the year fol- 
lowing became fellow of that of All Souls, by the fiivonr of 
the visitors, and incorporated in the same degree. After- 
wards he entered on the law line, took the d^^ree dT bache- 
1<« of the civil law, and some years after was admitted a 
student of the common law in Gray^s Inn ; contmuing still 
fellow, of All Souls college till about a year before his ma- 
jesty'^s restoration, and then he settled for good and all in 
the said Inn. Afterwards, being esteemed a man of parts, 

• See Mede'8 Life» prefixed to lus divi Panti magistnim Langley, al- 

works. terom triennium anno statis 15, tcI 

F Anno 1645, Petnis Bstt fifioa ]8. pUora oMocitur] admisraa esl 

Pet. Pett regi Carolo archinanpegi peDrionariua minor Janii 28. Tatore 

(nve primarii (hhti naralis) natus Th. Diningham theologi» baccal. 

Deptfordift in Cantio, praeceptorem iol?it ▼«. Regitt. Coll. Sidney. CanU 

habnit Greoovici magistnim Young E CoUectaneit Reverendi Tlw, Ba- 

per trienninm» Londini in ichola ker^S.T.B. 
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he was elected fellow of the royal sodety at its first founda^ 
tion ; was soon after made advocate-general to lung Charles 
II. his hdrs and successors, for the kingdom of Ireland ; 
chosen a member of the house of commons for that king- 
dom; and at length received the honour of knighthood 
from James duke of Ormond, lord lieutenant thereof. He 
hath written the following treatises : 

In obUum Joannta Reyncidij qui in AngRam nuper re- 
migrans ntmfragio vnUriU^ 0PHNX2AIA. 

A Discourse concerning Liberty of Conscience. Printed 
I66O9 in octavo. 

The happy future Estate of England ; or a discourse by 
way of letter to the late earl of Anglesey, vindicating him 
from the reflections of an affidavit published by the house 
of commons, anno 1680. 

A casuistical Discussion of the Obligation of the King, 
his heirs, and successors, wherdn many of the moral offices 
of abisolute and unconditional loyalty are asserted, &c. — Or 
thus: The obligation resulting frt>m the oath of supremacy, 
to asGost and defend the preeminence or prerogative of his 
dispensative power belonging to the king, his hdrs and suc- 
cessors. In the asserting of that power, various historical 
passages occurring in the usurpation after the year 1641 
are mentioned, &c. 

Several letters to Dr. Thom. Barlow : one of which is at 
large printed in his Genuine Remains, p. S60. Sir Peter 
Pett hath also published, with an epistle dedicatory to the 
lord Altham, a book entitled. Memoirs intermixed wiA ma- 
ralj political, and historical Observations, S^c. Lond. 169S. 
octavo. Written by Arthur earl of Anglesey^. 

Sir Charles Scabbobough was educated in St. Paula's 
school, became afterwards fellow of Caius college in Cam- 
bridge. In the time of the troubles he was spoiled of his 
hbrary, and deprived. He spent some time afterwards in 
Oxford, in Merton college, where he had great intimacy 
with Dr. Harvey, then warden of that house, and was a»- 

4 Wood's Athens Oxon. toI. ii. ed. Lond. 1722. 
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sistiDg to him in his book De Creneratione AnimaUum. He 
became a most learned and incomparable anatomist, one of 
the college of physicians^ principal physician to king Charles, 
(from whom he rec^ved the honour of knighthood on the 
15th of August, 1669,) as also to king James II. and king 
William III. He was the first that introduced geometrical 
and mechanical speculations into anatomy; and appUed 
them, as well in all his learned conversation, as more parti- 
cularly in his famous lectures upon the muscles of human 
bodies for sixteen or seventeen years together in the public 
theatre at Surgeons^-hall, which were read by him with in- 
finite applause and admiration of all sorts of learned men in 
that great city. He was also admirably well skilled in the 
mathematics, and was esteemed much by the learned Mr. 
William Oughtred ; who speaks of him after this manner in 
his preface to his Clavis McUhematica, after he had given a 

character of Christ. Wren : Jccessit et alter HortcUor ve- 

hemens D. Ca/r. Scarhorovghy doctor medidntB^ suavissifnis 
moribuSy perspicaciasifno ingenioy aifus tanta est in mc^ 
theH eolertia^ et supra fidem felix tenasuqae memoriae ut 
omnes Evdidis^ Archimedis, oiwrumqae nonnuBorum ex 
antiquis propositiones recitare ordine et in usum prqferre 
poUa sit, &c. He hath extant under his name, SyBabus 
Musculorum; which is added to the Anatomical Admini* 
stration of all the Muscles of an human Body, as they rise 
in Dissection, &c. 

Trigonometry, in 4to. He hath also compendiously me- 
thodized the Grammar of the famous William Lilye, which 
shews him to have been a critical grammarian. He also 
penned an ingenious elegy on the death of Mr. Abraham 
Cowley, but I think it was never printed. See Mr. Wood^s 
Aihen. Owon. p. 788. I shall only add, relating to this per- 
son, that he was a most intimate friend of Dr. Seth Ward, 
the learned bishop of Sarum. 

Samuel Pefts, esq. of the ancient family of the Pepys^s 
in Cambridgeshire, was bom at Brampton in Himtingdon- 
shire in 1632; and after he had spent a considerable time 
at this school, was removed to Magdalen college in Cam- 
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bridge : fiom whence, by the interest of general Monti^giie, 
(to whom he was related,) he was introduced into public 
business. After he had approved himself well in several 
secret negotiations for the service of king Charles II. he 
was put into one of the offices of the navy ; where render- 
ing himself conspicuous for his diligence and fidelity, he 
was removed in 1673 to the secretarydiip of the admiralty: 
in which post he continued, though not without some inter- 
missions, for many years during the reigns of king Charies 
II. and king James II. but retired from public business at 
the revolution in 1690. He published his inoomparaUe 
meoMnrs relating to the state of the royal navy; which 
abundantly shew how well fitted he was for the trust re- 
posed in him in that important post He was also very 
much este^ned for his learning of all sorts, as well as his 
aeal in promoting it by his uncommon munificence towards 
the advancing of it, as memb» of the royal society, or in 
any other capacity. He left bdiind him a library well fur* 
nished with books, but especially what rdates to the aflUrs 
of the navy; whidi, had he lived longer, he designed to 
have made useful to the public. He died of an advanced 
age, and was buried in St Olave^ Hart-street, in London. 
He left his incomparable library to Mary Magdalen college 
in Cambridge, under certain conditions, which if not ac- 
cepted, to another place; but this after the death of his 
heir^ 

Samuel Johvsov was bom in Warwickdiire m 16499 
sent to London, and bred in St. Paulas school; where be 
acquired a good stock of learning, not only in the GvedL 
and Latin, but in the oriental languages: he went Iran 
thence to Cambridge, but to what college' we are not cer- 
tain. He had afterwards the living of Curingham, in the 
hundreds of Essex, conferred upon hkn; which thoi^ 
it exceeded not the value of SM. a year, yet was the only 
church preferment he ever had. . He was chi^lain to the 
lord Russel who was bdieaded, who much ndued him, 

' Accor^ogly it was aeat to Maydlin college, 1725. Lewis. 
• Trinity. Lewts. 
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looking upon him to be a person well versed in the consti- 
tution and laws of his country ; and for speaking his mind 
freely he underwent a great many hardships after his pa- 
tron^s death, especially for that piece of his, entitled, JuliarCs 
Arts to undermine and extirpate Christianity; and another 
pamphlet, called An humble and hearty Address to att the 
Protestants in King James'^s Army^ &c. for which, besides 
imprisonment and other corporal punishment, he was at 
last degraded by the then bishops of Durham, Peterbo- 
rough, and Rochester, whose sentence and attestation to it 
I have by me under their own hands: but it seems, it being 
defective in one single instance, he still preserved his small 
livmg to the last. After the revolution, though he had no 
more church preferment, yet the king gave him SOOZ. a year 
out of the post-office for his and his son^s life, besides a 
thousand pounds in money, and likewise a place of about a 
hundred pounds a year to his son. He was set upon even 
in that rdgn by some ruffians who owed him a spite for 
his book before mentioned ; but though wounded, yet he 
escaped with his life, and died at last in his bed. See more 
of him in the Memorials prefixed to his works. London, 
fol. 1710. One remark however of him must not be omit- 
ted, viz. that even those who diffisred very much from him 
as to prindples, yet looked upon him as an honest man, 
and the most considerable of his party. The writer of Mr. 
KettleweU^s Life says, *^ That in his books, written both be- 
'^ fore and after the revolution, the principles which he 
*^ espoused are better and more consistently explained, than 
^ perhaps in any one writer whatsoever : who being a more 
^^ hearty friend of, and advocate for the revolution, than 
'^ many who pretended to be so, and a man of true old 
^^ Roman principles, which nothing could ever make him 
" swerve from*.— — Yet though so considerable an actor 
^' and sufferer for the cause, he was too much neglected by 
*^ his party afterwards.**^ That this author should say so 
much, and bishop Burnet in his history say nothing of him, 

• Kettlewell's Life. 8vo. Lond. 1718. p.331. 
A a 
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cannot but be surprising to any one that oonnders the for* 
mer diametrically opposite to, and the other attached to the 
same prindples, and who knew Mr. Johnson^s parts and 
sufferings. 

Dr. Benjamin Calamy, D.D. of Katherine hall in Cam^ 
bridge, vicar of St. Laurence Jewry. He was reckoned a 
very eloquent preacher, as doth also his voltune of sermcNOs 
testify. See his character in his funeral sermon, by the 
learned Dr. Will. Sheriock, late dean of St Paul's, at the 
end of his Discourses; whemn, amongst other things, he 
says, *^ That the defunct had taken care to inform himself, 
** and to furnish his own mind with all useful knowledge; 
'^ and his constant preaching, though without any vain af* 
<^ fectation of learning, which serves only to amuse, not to 
^^ instruct, did sufficiently discover both his natural and ac- 
^< quired abilities. He had a dear and distinct apprehen- 
*^ sion of things, an easy and manly rhetoric, strong sense 
*' conveyed to the mind in familiar words, good reascMis in- 
*< spired with a decent passion, which did not only teadi, 
^< but move and transport the hearers, and at the same 
^^ time gave both light and heat ; for indeed he was a good 
" man,^ &c. 

Dr. Richard Meggot was the son of an eminent brewer 
in the parish of St.01ave\ Southwark. After he had passed 
through this school and the university, he became dean of 
Winchester and canon of Windsor : of whom the same Dr. 
Sherlock says, ** That he was abundantly furnished with all 
'^ good learning, both for use and ornament He was an 
<< accomplished scholar, and a well studied divine : he knew 
<< books, and read them, and judged of them. — He was an 
<< admirable preacher, not for noise and lungs, but for well- 
*^ digested, useful, pious discourses, delivered with all that 
<< becoming gravity, seriousness, and a commanding elocu- 
<< tion, as made them sink deep into . the minds of his 
'^ hearers, and made them hear, &c. He was not only a 
<^ good preacher and a prudent guide, but a very good 
'^ man ; he preached continually by his life and example 
'< His conversation was innocent, entertaining, and useful. 
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^* He was a true, ancere fiiend, very courteous, affable, 
^* civil to aU men, but never pretended friendship where he 
*^ had none. He was ready to do all good offices,*" &c. He 
died about the 60th year of his age, of an ulcer in his lungs, 
at Twickenham, near London; which living he quitted 
upon his being made canon of Windsor in 169S, and was 
buried at Twickenham aforesaid. 

Edwakd Reynolds, D.D. son of Edward Reynolds, hu 
shop of Norwich^ was archdeacon of Norwich, and pre- 
bendary of Worcester ; of whom, having no more to say^ 
but that he was a very able and judicious divine, and a 
very worthy scxi of so good a father, I shall only give the 
rest of his character as I find it in the inscription upon his 
monument, which is as follows : 

In Kingsthorpe church, near Northampton. 

Subtas dormit 

ErudUi oHi a prima juvenia cuUor religiostis 

Edvardus Reynolds ^ S.T.P. 

Edvardi Reyndda episccpi Norvicensis 

FUius unicus 

ScholtB Paulm<B apud Londvnenses 9uos 

AUmvnus. 

CcUegii Magdaienris apud Oxon^* Sodits, 

EcdesuB Sti. Petri NortiUon^ \per annos 

cui annexa est h<Bc capeOa j 40 rector. 

EcdesuB Vigamiensi8 \ f 88 pnebendariuSy 

et NarfiJdai j ^ "^"^ \ 87 archidiacmus. 

Fir secuH decusj 

Si aninmm efue alacrem et venuetum epectes 

Doctrinam omnigenamj mores integerrimos, 

Pietatem priscam et mfvjMAam^ 

Exemphm posteris imitandum. 

ObiitJfm. 88 f saltOis nostne 1698 

Jmw \ (BtaHs suce 69 

Frandsca uxor 

J.Jlston de Paienham in agro Be^brdiensi 

Armig.fUa 

K€L% 
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Canfftgi piissimo cui peperU TJUiaSy Jllias 6. 

Et quocumjucundejiftllit cmnos plus minits 40 

Maerena posuit. 

William Corker, M. A. senior fellow of Trinity college 
in Cambridge ; he was also jHt)ctor to the university : but 
he is more especially here remembered amongst the scholars 
of PauPs school, for the intimacy that was between him and 
the famous Dr. Is. Barrow ; by whose interest with Dr. 
Seth Ward, then lord bishop of Sarum, he got him into the 
prebendship of that church, which he quitted upon his tak- 
ing the mastership of Trinity college : and for his bdng a 
benefactor to St. Paul's school library in the year 1678, as 
appears by the tables of the said school ; and to the collie, 
whereof he had been so long a member, by giving to it 
7002. towards buying books for the library and beautifying 
the chapel: which society, in gratitude to his memory, 
have, in the ante-chapel on the south side, caused a black 
marble stone to be laid over him, with the following in- 
scription : 

H.S.E. 
Gvliehrms Corker Art, Mag. Ccttegii hufus Sociuf senior 
gui septuagenarius martens an, Dni, 170S mens. ApriUs die 
31. saceUo et bibUotheca libras DCC. testamento donavit. 
Viro doctissimo et munificentissimo, monumentum hoc col- 
legiumposuit j j^ j^^g 

Thomas Smith, A.M. of Christ's college in Cambridge, 
and public library-ke^)^ to that university, was a very in- 
dustrious, learned man. Out of gratitude to St Paufs school, 
he published a modem translation of dean Colet's sermcm 
before the convocation, with notes upon it; as also dean 
Colet'^s Life, translated from Erasmus's account of him, &c. 
printed at Cambridge, 1661. 8vo. In his preface to which 
book there is mention of a discourse by the same author, of 
the Rise and Growth of Quakerism ; but whether ever 
printed I know not, nor any further account of him : only 
that he suc^jeeded Mr. William Moore in the library-keeper^s 
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place, and that he preached at his funeral : part of which 
sermon, entitled. The Life and Death of Mr. Wittiam Moore^ 
was printed at Cambridge 1660, in 8vo. dedicated to Charles 
Scarborough, one of his pupils: and he translated also 
DaUeus de usu Patrtim into English. But so much for 
this person, who, as he did so much consult the honour of 
our pious founder, in justice deserves a place in this list. 

Thomas Gifps, fellow of Trinity college, appears to be 
another of this school, being in the table of benefactors to 
the library. He was afterwards chaplain to William earl of 
Derby, and by him presented to the rectory of Bury in 
Lancashire. Hq printed a sermon about corrupting the 
word of Grod, in 1696; which was answered by John Owen, 
a dissenting minister at Oswestry, 1699. He writ a defence 
of his charge upon dissenters in that point, which was also 
answered by the same author. 

William Nicholls, son of an eminent counsellor in 
London, went from St PauPs school, when he was fifteen 
years old, to Merton college in Oxon, of which he became 
fellow, D.D. and rector of Selsey in Sussex. He was rec- 
koned a very excellent scholar, and was known abroad as 
well as at home by the learned correspondence he kept with 
foreigners, as also by his publishing some of his works in 
Latin. He had the honour of receiving letters from the 
king of Prussia; abbot Molanus, superintendent general of 
Brunswick and Lunenburgh ; monsieur Ostervald of Neuf- 
chateil; Behedictus Pictetus, professor of Geneva, and 
others. He died April 18, 1711, near the Bath, in the 48th 
year of his age, and was buried in St. Swithin'^s church, 
London. He lived not to finish some things he designed. 
What he did are as follows : 

An Answer to the Naked Goepel, &c. To which is added 
a short History of Socinianism. Printed 1691* 

A practical Essay on the Contempt of the World, with a 
Preface to the Deists of the age, &c. 8vo. 1694. 

The Duty of Inferiors towards their Superiors, in five 
practical Discourses; with a Dissertation on the divine reign 
of Princes. 1701. 

A a 8 
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The Religion of a Prinoe ; in oppontion to Machiavd, 
Hobbes, &c.: written upon occasion of the Queen^s giving 
up the Tenths and First-fruits for the poorer Clergy. 1704l 

A Conference with a Thdst, in five parts. 8vo. Lond. 
170a 

A Treatise of Consolation to Parents for the Death of 
their Childrra : written upon occasion of the Death of the 
Duke of Gloucester. 

Defensio Ecdesise An^icanse. 8to. 1707. 

The same in English. 

Historiae sacrae Libri VII. In usum scholaruni, et ju- 
ventutis Chiistianae. 1710. 

The Sunday and Holy-day Service, with the Psalms of 
David paraphrased. 8vo. 1707. 

A Commentary on the Book of Ccxnmon Prayer, &c. in 
folio. 

A Supplement to the same, in folio. 

A Sermon before the Gentlemen of St. PauTs Sdiod, 
169f. 

Grod''s Blessing on the Use of Mineral Waters; a sermon 
preached at the chapel of Tunbridge Wells, Sept. 6, 170& 

A Sermon occadoned by the Death of Prince George of 
Denmark, 1709. 

Richard Blondel, a very able surgeon of this dty, was 
also bred up in this school : he justly acquired that dia- 
racter by his gi«at skill and diligence in his profession; and 
by making himself very useful to the public by his charity 
to the poor, justice to the rich, and compassion to all. He 
was remarkable also for his piety and goodness, and all 
other virtues which denominate a man more ewcdlent than 
Ms neighbour. You have his character exacdy, as weD as 
truly, drawn by the ingenious pen of Dr. Nath. Marshall, 
in his sermon preached at his funeral. May 27, 1718, in the 
church of St Laurence Jewry, on Psal. xxxvii. 87. Mark the 
perfect many &c.: where the reader may see a great deal 
said to his honour, and with the greatest veracity. He was 
interred in the abovementioned diurch. 

Sir Thomas Davies, knt was an eminent booksdler in 
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the ci^, though free of the Drapers^ company. He was son 
of John Davies, of London, draper; became sheriff of Lon- 
don and Middlesex in the year 1667^ and gave good proofs 
of his being an useful man, and of a public spirit, in that 
diflBcult time when London was just beginning to raise itself 
out of its ashes. In the year 1677 he became lord mayor, 
and behaved himself like a good magistrate in every respect; 
so that there still remain some marks of his concern for the 
welfare of the city upon some of the public buildings ^ We 
are not at a loss to know how long he survived this honour 
by his epitaph: to which only I add this remark of his cha- 
racter; that he had so much knowledge in the European 
languages, that he was able to converse with the several fo- 
reign ambassadors in their known different languages. The 
inscription upon his monument in St. Sepulchre^s church in 
London, in which parish he died, will supply very truly the 
rest of his character : 

Siste, quitquis ef, lector, parumper gradum^ 

Oculum, animum: numet hoc gpectabile exemplumt 

ut te esse morialem memxnerU. 

H. S. E. 

Fir, siquis aUus^ egregius ei venerabilis D. THOMAS DALIES 

Miles: cujus inviolata in REGEMJides, amor erga 

patriam mcorruptus, mira ankni prcesentia et constantia, emditio 

non vulgaris, Unguarum atque legum peritia, OEiercsque eximue dotes 

magno illi in rebus gerendis adjumento, tnagno post res gestas 

omamento faere. In toga, prcstor cathedratn suis meritis 
implevit In sago, TRIBUNITIAM potestatem cum laude 

* On the monameDt erected in memory of the dreadful fire> an. 1666. 

Perfecta 

Tboma DaTiee eq. pm. nrb. 

Anno D">. MDCLXXVII. 

On Lamb's Conduit^ near Holbonm : 

Rebidlt in tiie year 1677 
Sir Thomas Davies then lord mayor; 

Burnt in the fire in the year 1666. 

Incendio consnmptum an*. MDCLXVI 

Restfto!tS.P.Q.L. MDCLXXVII 

Thoma Dayies milite praetore. 

A a 4 
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exercuit In maximo hmwre quum euet apud amnes 

bonoB vwus, par mi denderium bonis omnibus mortuus 

reliquit; uxorem duxit D. ELIZABETHAM RIDGE 

ex qua suscepUJUios quatuor, TBOMAMy 

JOHANNEM, ROBERTUM, ei JACOBUM. ObUt anno 

salutis humane MDCLXXIX, cstatis swe 

XLVIII, dignus Umgiore vita^ nisi 

ad melioremfesHnasset. 

Abi Hs LECTOR et n potis es 

Imitare, 

Conjux nuesta 

opihno tnarito 

P. 

Humphrey Gower^, D.D. master of St Johns's college, 
Cambridge, and Margaret professor of divinity, was edu- 
cated in this school under Samuel Cromleholme, with whom 
he removed from Dorchester free-school to this of PauPs. 
He was an excellent governor of his college ; and though 
a learned man, has left nothing extant but two sermons 
preached on the occasion of bishop Gunning's death, in the 
cathedral of Ely, (where he was prebendary.) He has left 
in his will, dated June 10, 1708, twenty pounds rent charge 
out of his Triplow estate in Cambridgeshire, after the death 
of his executor, for exhibitions towards the maintenance of 
two indigent scholars, which shall be sons of clergymen, 
and educated in pne or both of the aforementioned schools. 
He died in his own lodge in St John'*s college, and being 
buried there in the college chapel, had the following inscrip- 
tion upon a marble stone: 

M.S. 

Depositum 

Viri admodum reverendi 

Hum/redi Gower, 

S.T.P. 

CcU. div. Johannis 

PnefecH 

■ Son of Stanley Gower, rector of Bnunpton Bryan in Herefordaiure. 
North. 
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S.. Theol. pro Dna Margareta 

Prq/essoris, 

EcdesicB Eliensis 

Canonidy 

Qfii collegium per annas 

Triginta et amvpliua 

Hrenue acfdidier 

rexerat 

Obiit xxvii Martii, CMnogue 

Dom. MDCCXI. 

JEt stuB 74. 

Robert Nelson, esq. was born upon the 22d day of 
June, 1656 ; being the son of John Nelson, a considerable 
Turkey merchant of the city of London, and Delidse his 
wife, sister to sir Gabriel Roberts, a Turkey merchant also 
of the same city. His father, Mr. John Nelson, had three 
sons: John, who died young; this Robert; and Gabriel, 
who also died in minority; so that Robert was left the only 
son : and his father dying before he arrived at maturity, he 
was committed to the care of his mother and her brother sir 
Gabriel; who, being made his guardian, was not wanting 
to take care about the education of his nephew, who was 
exceedingly beloved by every one, bong a most beautiful 
youth, and of fine natural endowments. The first part of 
his education was at St PauPs school in London, but the 
latter and finishing part was under a private tutor in his 
mother^s house; and moreover I must add, that the seeds 
of knowledge and virtue were partly sown in his tender 
mind by the reverend bishop BuU. He was then entered 
fellow-commoner of Trinity college in Cambridge. When 
he travelled the first time in 168S, he made himself accept- 
able, wherever he came, to persons of distinction and merit 
Returning from his travels in 1685, he married the lady 
Theophila Lucy, relict of m Eingsmill Lucy, and daughter 
of George earl of Berkeley. His lady enjoying but an ill 
state of health, for the recovery of it he passed with her 
into France, and went to Aix in Provence, where he con- 



Digitized by 



Google 



862 MISCELLANIES. 

tinued some time : and then, having first made a short trip 
into England) where all things were found by him in the 
greatest confiiaon at the end of 1688, he proceeded in his 
travels, with his lady, through all France and Italy, and re- 
turned for England through Germany. Never was any 
Englishman known to be so much caressed as he in the fo- 
reign coiuts which he visited ; as the many letters written 
to him from princes, ministers of state, noblemen, and per- 
sons of character, do abundantly witness. He was a gentle- 
man of a very exemplary life and conversation ; a ancere 
fiiend ; of so generous and public a spirit, that no good de- 
sign was ever proposed but he readily and dieerfiiUy em- 
braced it He was likewise a great promoter of the societies 
for Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, and fiir 
promoting Christian knowledge at home, and a great bene- 
factor to the charity schools: all which he was the more 
able to do upon account of his plentiful fortune, of which 
he was a discreet, though generous spender. He left the 
whole of his estate to charitable bequests; and died in Ja- 
nuary 1714. I shall not enlarge fiurther on this good man^s 
character, but refer the reader to the inscription on his mo- 
nument which is erected to his memory in the cemetry of 
St. Greorge^s chapel, (now a parochial church,) not far from 
Lamb^s-conduit, drawn up by the learned Grecxge Smald- 
ridge, late bishop of Bristol, his veiy intimate and dear 
friend. 

Epitaphium Roberti Nelson armig. qui sepuUua est 
Jan. 28, 1714. 

H. S. E. 
ROBERTUS NELSON armiger: 

Qui 

poire orius Jdkamine^ dve Londtnensi^ 

ex socieUUe mercatorum cum Tureis commereium 

habenHuiUf matre DeUdia aorore 

Cfabridie Roberts, equiiis auroH, ex eSdem 

civitaiey et eodem sodalitio; uxorem habuit 

hcnoraHssimam dominam TheophHam 
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Lucy J ITmgimilU Lucy baronetH vtduam, 

pnmuAUis Johannis comitis de BERKELEY 

FUiamy quam Jquisgranum usque valetudinis 

recuperandcB causA prqficiscenUm hibenter 

comiiahtSy ad externum vU(B terminum 

summo amoreJbvUf morte divulsam 

per novem annos superHes pJurimum deMeravU. 

Uteris Greeds et Laiinis^ 

quaspariim in schcJA PauUnA^ 

partim inira domesHcos parietes didicerai, 

Unguarum GaJUca et ItaUoB periiiam^ 

Lutetice et BomtB ageiu,jacili adjunxit. 

In omnijbri Uterarum genere verscOuSj 

ad iheologice studium ammum prcBcipue appulit; 

etjelici pariiir memorid atque acrijudicio poOenSf 

aniiguitahim ecdesiasticarum scieniid 

inter dericos enituit laicus. 

Peragratd semel atgue iterum EuropAy 

postquam diversas civitaium 

et religumumjbrmm exploraveraty 

nuOaim reipubiiccR administrandcs ratianem 

monarchiiB domi constitutiB praposuity 

ceteras arnnes ecdesias JngUcamB hngi posthabuit. 

Hanc ipsi semper ckaram 

beneficiis auxitj 

vitA eaomavity 

scriptis defhidit 

^fiHus ipsius obsequeniissifnus, 

et propugnaior imprimis strenuus. 

NuUa erai bonarum virorum communitasj 

out adpauperum Uberos sumptu locupletiarum 

bene instituendoSy 

out ad augendam utHitatem pubHicam^ 

out ad promaoendam Dei ghriam institutOy 

cui nan se libenter sodum addidit. 

Hisce studiisy et temporis et opum 
partem hngi maximam impendit. 
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(iuicquidjiicultatiim wpererat^ 

idjeri omne supremis tabulis 

in eojfdem usus legavit 

Dum id sUn negoHi unid dedit^ Deo ut placer et^ 

aeveram, interim ChrietiamB religionism 

ad quam se compoeuit^ disciplinam 

auavtanma morumJacUitate ita temper avit^ 

lU Aominibus perrard dispUceret: 

in iHo enim, si in ciio qucpiam mortaHum, 

forma ipsa honesti miri ehtcebat, 

et amorem omniumJaciH excUabai. 

Cum naturce satis, et ghrue, 

bonis omnibus et Ecdesi^B 

parum diu viansset, 

Jhtali asthmate correptus, 

KensingionuB animam. Deo reddidit , 

vitcejam exactte recordaiione leetus^ 

etJidurcR speplenus. 

Dum Christianum sacrificium riti cdebrabUurf 

apud sanctcs cceme partidpes 

NELSONI vigebit memoria. 

Dum sciennia recurrentjesta etj^unia, 

NELSONI Jastosjugiter revolvent pii. 

lUum habebunt inter hj/mnos etprecesy 

mum inter sacra gaudia et suspiria 

comitem parithr et adjuiorem. 

Vivit adhu^Cf et in omne cecum vivet 

vir piuSy simplex^ candtdus, urbanus: 

adhuc in scriptis post mortem edMSf 

et nunquam morituris, 

cum nobilibus et locupletibus miscet cottoquia; 

adhuc eos sermonibuSj 

multd pietate et eruditione refertis, 

delectare pergit et instruere. 

Ob. 1&>. Jan. an. DomK 1714. 
^t. su(B 59. 
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Books written by Robert NeUcn^ esq. 

A Companion for the Festivals and Fasts of the Church 
of England, &c. Printed 1708. 

Practice of true Devotion, in relation to the End as well 
as Means of Religion : with an Office for the holy Commu- 
nion. Printed 1708. 

Great Duty of frequenting the Christian Sacrifice, &c. 
with suitable Prayers, partly collected from the ancient Li- 
turgies. Printed 1707. 

His Letter to an English Priest of the Roman Commu- 
nion at Rome; printed at page SS8 of several Letters which 
passed between Dr. Greorge Hickes and a Popish Priest. 
Printed 1706. 

A Letter of Ohurch Government, in answer to a pam- 
phlet entitled. The Principles of the Protestcmt Refbrma- 
tim. Printed 1706. 

The Life of Dr. George Bull, late Lord Bishop of St. 
David's, &c. Printed 1718. 

An Address to Persons of Quality and Estate : to which 
is added an Appendix of some original Papers. Printed 
1716. 

The whole Duty of a Christian, by way of question and 
answer, &c. Printed 1718. 

Transubstantiation contrary to Scripture; or the Pro- 
testant's Answer to the Seeker's Request. Printed 1688. 

He published also Mr. Kettlewell's Five Discourses, with 
an Account of his Life and Writings. 

Bishop Bull's important Points of Primitive Christianity 
xnaintiuned and defended : in three vols. 8vo. 

The Christian Exercise by Thomas a Eempis. 

The Scripture Doctrine of the holy Trinity, with a Let- 
ter to Doctor Clark. 

The Archbishop of Cambray's Pastoral Letter, with some 
posthumous pieces of Bishop Bull. Printed 1716. 

A Sermon preached on the dxth of February 1714, in the 
Chapel of Ormond-street, occasioned by the Death of Ro- 
bert Nelson, Esq. By J. Marshal, LL.D. Lond. 1714-16. 
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Richard Cuhbsbland was bom in 1688, in Fleet-stieet, 
London, the son of worthy parents. He was soit early to 
St. Paulas school, and was under the care of Mr. William 
Langley, where he laid the foundation of that eminence to 
which he afterwards arrired; and to which schocd he always 
bore the most tender regard, honouring it with his presence 
at their anniversary meetings, even in his most advanced 
age. After he was well furnished with school learning, he 
was removed to Magdalen college in Cambridge; of which 
college he afterwards became a fellow. While he continued 
at the university, he was singled out to keep an act for his 
bachelor of divinity^s degree, at a public commencement, 
which he did with great applause; as afterwards for his 
doctor^s degree, when he had discontinued several years 
from the univeraty. Here he contracted an intimate ac- 
quaintance and friendship with Dr.Hesekiah Burton, se- 
cretary Pepys, and sir Orlando Bridgman, afterwards lord 
keeper, to whom he afterwards became chapUun. His first 
preferment was Brampton in Northamptonshire, given him 
by eir John Norwich : here he remained for some time be- 
fore his aforenamed patron called him to the living of All- 
hallows in Stamford, where he lived many years, doing the 
duty of a vigilant pastor ; and in the difficult times preced- 
ing the revolution he behaved himself with the greatest 
courage imaginable against the enemies of our constitution, 
and was not afraid to oppose popery in that most critical 
juncture, by his zeal and steadiness in the protestant cause. 
When the storm was blown over, respect was had to him, 
and he was advanced to the see of Peterborough, without 
his own seeking, not knowing of his being pitdied upon for 
that dignity till he saw it in a newspaper. He was very di- 
ligent and careful in his diocese, and on all occasions treated 
his clergy with singular regard and indulgence. Hisspeedies 
and exhortations to them sufficiently testified his seal to do 
good amongst them. He was remarkable for humility of 
mind, benevolence of temper, and innocence of life: in 
short, for every thing that was truly epBcaptL He pursued 
hb studies and searches into things to the very last: the 
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world is beholding to him for his dealing up several diffi- 
culties of philosophy, history, and chronology. The works 
he puUished in his lifetime are, 1st, DisquisiUo PhUoso* 
phica de Legibus NahinSj (a book highly valued both at 
home and abroad.) Sd, An Essay toward the Jewish 
Weights and Measures. He left behind him Sanchoniatho^s 
History by Eratosthenes Cjrrenaeus^s canon, which Dicsear- 
chus ccnmects with the first olympiad; published by his 
son-in-law S. Payn, in 8vo. London, 1790. The other part 
of this work, yiz. Origines Gentium antiguissimiBj &c. is 
ready for the press : and we may hope for som^ other pieces 
of this same learned author. He lived to the age of dghty- 
seven; and dying at Peterborough, he was buried in his 
own cathedral, with the following epitaph : 

Juxtajacet doctissimus sanctissimus preesul, 
Ricardus Cumberland hufus ctrntaHs episcopus^ 
qui cum ecclesusB et reipybltC(B diu etjelidter 
invigilaveraiy migratus ad aUam quam sclam 
quierebat civitatem honorum et dierum satur, 

Obdormivit in Domino, anno \ ^ * 

\ JStat. 87. 

Macte maUeJraudis domitor, defensor honesti, 

Legum naiur(BjtistiH<eque pugU ; 
O quantum debent, quas leesenxt Hobbius ambasi 

Recta simui ratio^ religioque tibi. 

Duport. in Hobbium a Cumberlando confiUat 

Geoege Doddington, esq. was educated under Mr. 
Cromleholm at our school. He passed through several 
great posts dmring the last reigns, as well as the present : 
viz. treasurer of the navy, one of the lords of the admiralty, 
lord lieutenant of the county of Somerset, and burgess fcxr 
the ancient corporation of Bridgewater in the said county. 
He married Eleanor Bull, an hmess, related to bishop Bull 
of St. David% and to whom his posthumous discourses are 
dedicated, on the account of her being a great favourite of 
that prelate. He deserved the character of being one of 
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the best of fnends, luid a person of great honour : he loved 
to do good offices, for others, without expecting any otha- 
returns besides grateful acknowledgments. As he was mas- 
ter of a good compass of knowledge himself, so he was also 
a great encourager of learning in others, having a good 
taste for every curiosity of art or nature: he left behind 
him a noble collection of pictures and other curiosities, &c. 
He died suddenly in the year 1720, aged 68, at his house 
in Covent-garden, and was buried at Darrington, near Blan- 
ford in Dorsetshire ; where he was building a most magni- 
ficent house, called Eastbury, which he lived not to finish. 
This, with a fair estate, descended to his nephew George Dod- 
dington, esq. now lord lieutenant of the county of Somer- 
set, and member of parliament for Biidgewater in the said 
county. 

Thomas Tooke, D.D. bom at Dover in Kent, was bred 
under Dr. Tho. Gale, master of St. PauFs school: fiiom 
under whose care he was removed to Corpus Christi or 
Benet college in Cambridge, where he became fellow of 
that society, and continued so many years. He afterwards 
became master of Bishop Stortford school in Hertfordshire; 
which, by his great industry and happy way of teaching 
and governing, he raised to a very great fame, so that for 
many years it flourished amongst the very best in the king- 
dom, and sent out many excellent scholars. It still continues 
to keep up an anniversary, or school feast, for the gentle- 
men educated therein; the present archbishop of York, 
(sir William Dawes ;) the reverend Dr. Bob. Mosse, dean 
of Ely ; Dr. Nic. Claget, now archdeacon of Bucks, &c 
have honoured these meetings with preaching on that occa- 
sion. After refusing the public schools of Norwich and 
Bury, he died at Bishop Stortford in the year 17S0; hav- 
ing by his will given to Benet college aforementioned, after 
a certain number of years, the perpetuity of the rectory of 
Lamboum in Essex, where he had an estate ; as also the 
living of Braxted in Norfolk. 

Samuel Rosewell, M. A. He was the son of Thomas 
Rosewell, an eminent. dissenting preacher; who met with 
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very hard usage in his trial before lord chief justice Jef- 
feries, Nov. 18, 1684s at king*s bench bar, the latter end of 
king Charles the seoond'^s reign, but was providentially de- 
livered from death by the interposition of sir John Talbot, 
(a perfect stranger to him,) who, upon the representation of 
the hardship of his case to king Charles II. he was gra- 
dously pleased to remove the cruel sentence passed upon 
him : the lord Harcourt mentions this in a late trial ^. His 
son was of some eminency amongst the dissenters for his 
preadhing and genteel deportment, as well as his great mo- 
deration towards those that differed from him. He was 
first cha}dain to the lady Clinton, then chosen to be an as- 
fflstant to the learned Mr. How, who had a great value for 
him. He died the seventh of April 172S) in the forty-second 
year of his age, at Hackney. There was a sermon preached 
at his funeral by Mr. Jeremiah Smith. 

He has writ a Confession of Faith, delivered at his ordi- 
nation, 1705. 

The Revolution, a sermon on the 4th of Novemb. 1711. 

A short and plain Account of the Method a Sinner ought 
to take, in order to his Conversion and Salvation. 

Seasonable Instructions for the AfBicted. 

A faithful Warning to young Men. 

A Discourse of Temptation, and the Means to prevent its 
Prevalency, and several other things. 

The Aitaignment and Trial of the late Rev. Mr. Thomas 
Rosewel, for High Treason, before Lord Chief Justice Jef- 
feries, &c. Published by Samuel Rosewel, M.A. Lcmd. 
1718. 8vo. 

Roger Cotes, the son of Robert Cotes, rector of Bur- 
bage in Leicestershire; which rectory was remarkable for 
bong held by the right honourable Anthony earl of Kent, 
grandfather to the present duke of Kent, for many years. 

* Mr. Rosewel wm indicted in in the expressions^ that they could 

<be 36 Cur. 2. for words spoken by not amount to such a crime as he 

hi m It was a prosecution car- stood charged with, [judgment was 

ried on through the violence of those arrested and] Mr. Rosewel discharge 

tifflcsyand generally detested. He was ed. Lord Hareomri ai Dr.Saeheve' 

convicted: but on cooler thon^ts reft TVial, p. \19, 



and consideration of the uncertamty 
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He was educated at St. PauPs,. partly under Dr. Gale and 
Mr. PoQtlethwajTt : from thence he removed to Trinity col- 
lege in Cambridge, where he became fellow; and afterwards 
professor of astronomy in the professorship founded by Dr. 
Plume, he being chosen the first in that chair for his great 
merit and learning. He was hi^y esteemed for his know* 
ledge in the most abstruse parts of mathematics by the 
greatest men of the age ; especially the renowned sir Isaac 
Newton, of whose most valuable book (Principia PhUo- 
wpfntB) he gave a second edition at the deare of the au- 
thor. He had prepared several useful books for the pub- 
lic ; one of which, viz. Hannama mensurarum sive Ana- 
hf8i9 et Synthesis per rationum et angidorum tnensuras 
promotay a4xedunt alia optiscula mathemaiica per Rogerum 
CoteSf (4to. Lond. 17S2.) has been, since his death, pub- 
lished by his learned successor Robert Smith, LL.D. He 
lived but a little while to cany on those improvements he 
had designed for the public, dying in the prime of his age, 
to the great regret of all lovers of these mathematical stu- 
dies. He lies buried in Trinity college chapel in Cambridge, 
with the following epitaph, penned by the reverend and 
learned Dr. Ric. Bendey, master of the said college, (who 
highly valued him ;) which, out of respect to his memory, 
is here subjoined. I could run out many pages in the just 
character of this extraordinary man, being very intimate 
with him, and having the opportunity of knowing him per- 
fectly, by being his chamber-fellow many years in Trinity 
college in Cambridge; but am obliged not to exceed the 
bounds of a short account, as I first proposed. 

Sir John Trsvob, knt master of the rolls, and speaker 
of the house of commons, laid the foundation of his after- 
eminence in this sdiool, and bore a regard to it after be ar- 
rived at his highest fortune, which he was not wanting to 
make manifest upon every occasion; therefore he deserves a 
place amongst our worthies. We are unwilling to enlarge 
upon the characters of those whose memories are fresh, but 
refer the reader to the annals of our English history, 
which are in every one^s hands. 
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Archibald earl of Fobfar was also a scholar in this 
school for some time ; where having attained to a competent 
measure of learning, his genius inclining him to martial af- 
fairs, (being endued with great sprightliness and vigour,) he 
engaged in them very early, and was glad of an opportunity 
to distinguish himself by bis prowess and bravery, which he 
did very much to his honour at the b* ctle of Dumblain in 
Scotland, in tlie beginning of the pn-^nt king^s reign ; but 
had the misfortune to be surprised by a party of the rebels, 
who most inhumanly murdered bun in cool blood, and 
made him die many deaths in one, by giving him many 
and repeated stabs, till they had sadated their malice by his 
death ; thus ridding themselves of the fear of so brave a 
man. ' Had he lived longer, it is no doubt he would have 
added to the foregoing character. 

Charles duke and earl of Manchester, and baroii 
Montague of Kimbdton, was born at Kimbolton in Hunt- 
ingdonshire ; bred up under the reverend Dr. Gale in this 
school; afterwards passed through several great employ- 
ments for the service of his country: at the revolution 
more espeasl\y (in which he heartily engaged) he raised a 
troop of horse, was a volunteer at the battle of the Boyne, 
and at the siege of Limerick ; was then made captain of the 
yeomen of the guards, on his return. Went ambassador 
extraordinary to Venice in 1697; with the same character to 
Paris in 1699 ; to Venice in 1 704 ; then upcm his return to 
England he was made secretary of state, from which he was 
ranoved in the b^;inning of queen Anne^s reign, and con- 
tinued without any public employment till the accession of 
his present majesty, (excepting his being lord lieutenant 
and custos rotulorum of the county of Huntingdon.) He 
was early made one of the lords of the bedchamber to his 
majesty, and had the honour of the dukedom conferred on 
him. He married Doddington, the youngest of the two 
daughters and cohdrs to Robert Grevil late lord Brook, by 
whom he left two sons and four daughters: the present 
William duke of Manchester, bom in France in 1702, when 
his father was ambassador there; lord Robert; the ladies 
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Anne^ Doddington, Elinbeth, and Charlotte. This noUe 
lord died at London of a mortifioatioD, at hb house in Ar- 
lington-street near St James's^ in the year 17S1 , being about 
sixty years old, and lies buried at Eimbcdton; where he 
built a most magnificent castle or seat, whidi may justly be 
esteemed one of the best houses in Enghmd. This place 
was remarkable for being the rendene^ of Catherine, king 
Henry VIII.^s queen ; who, after the divorce, ended her 
days here. So much relating to this noble peer, who had 
(as all that knew him must own) many good qualities; 
being a complete economist, and discreet manager of his 
estate, a veiy good husband, a most tender father, humane 
and courteous to all persons. He lived beloved, and died 
lamented : and as he kept a good conscience towards God 
and towards men during his life, so he shewed true Chris- 
tian fortitude at his death. 

John duke of Maslborough is a person too ccmader- 
able not to be reckoned amongst the worthies of our sdiools, 
of whom not to say much is to say nothing. I shall not pre- 
tend to give therefore an account of his glorious actions, 
eince history is full of them, but sum up his character as 
I find it in one of our late anniversary sermons : ^* — Hius 
*< when late posterity shall hear the beneficial and glorious 
*< fatigues and dangers of that great man, who never be- 
^< sieged a town which he did not take, nor fou^t a battle 
<< wtfiich he did not gain ; the number and importance of 
<< his successes; those personal endowments; that courage, 
^' presence of mind, and conduct shewn in the field ; that 
<< afiability, counsel, and skill out of it ; when they shall see 
*^ the public places crowded with trophies wrested from a 
^< most warlike enemy ; how will they bless tiie times that 
<< produced such an one ; applaud the excellent prince that 
<< had, and made chmce of, such a general ! And it will be 
<< esteemed, tiiat the foundation of the beneficent Colet has 
*^ received a lasting honour, in having contributed some 
*^ part to the forming of so extraordinary a character 7.^ 

y Archdeacon Teniion*8 Senaon preached before the Gentlemen educated 
in St. Faal's School. 
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Sir EowABD NoBTHST, knt adds likewise to the honour 
of this school, being justly esteemed one of the most able 
lawyers of the age. His abilities in his profession had justly 
gained him so much reputation, that he was resorted to as 
to an oracle in his profession, and might have had the most 
eminent places, if he had been ambitious of them; but he 
contented himself with that of the attorney-general. His 
character that he left behind him is, that he was a strict 
lover of justice, and very compassionate to the distressed ; 
to whom he was very charitable, as occasion offered. He 
died very lately, and left behind him a considerable estate, 
which he acquired by his practice, besides that he had 
from his father ; who was likewise of the same profession, 
as also of the same society, the Middle-temple. 

I might now give a long detail of persons of eminence 
both in church and state now living, who deserve to be 
mentioned with honour ; but as their modesty is as great as 
their merit, I must not venture upon their characters : viz. 
the right reverend George Hooper, lord bishop of Bath 
and Wells; Samuel Bradford, lord bishop of Rochester; 
John Leng, lord bishop of Norwich ; the right honourable 
Spencer Compton, speaker of the house of commons; 
Spencer Cooper, chief justice of Chester; and many others, 
whose names you have amongst the Benefiictors to the Li- 
brary, and the list of subscriberB to this work. 



Number VIII. 
Inscripiicns in and about StPauTa school. 

IN the front, over the windows, is this that follows : 

Schola caiechixationis pueromm in ChrisH Opt Max. 
fide et bonis Uteris. 

Over the school door : 

Anno Verbi incamatl MDX. 
BbS 
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RutauraiaJelicUer MDCLXX. 

JEdes pruBceptoris grammaiices. 

Repaired and beautified in the year 1702, 

Sir Sam. Meyer ^ baronet j master; 

Mr. Tho. Raymond^ eurveyar; 

Mr. T%). Serocold, \ ^^ 

Mr. Francis Levett, J 

Ingredere tUprqficias. 



In the entrance between the school and master^s house: 

Hoc vestibuh catechizeniur pueri in fide morVbustpue 
Chrisiianisj neque non prius gr^tmmatices rudimenAs 
instittumtuTy priusquam ad prooAmam hvjus echoUe 
cJeusem admittantur. 

Upon a mural stone there: 

Pueritice Christian^e Joh.C6letj dec. sancti PauU, 
posuit. 

Over the master^s seat is the bust of the founder, desn 
Colet, (where the image of the child Jesus was andendy,) 
of exquisite art, the same which was placed there before 
the fire in 1666, found in the rubbish afterwards by a cu- 
rious man in the city-4mtiquities, who observed it was cast; 
an hollow plate whereof you have in the Life. 

The second master^s house was before the fire in the Old 
Change; but now his house, on the south end of the school, 
hath a very handsome front, answerable to that of the high 
master, on which is engraven also this ; 

JSdes prcsceptoris grammaJAces. 

At the upper seat of each class is the word Capikmeus^ 
and the number of scholars as ordered by the founder, viz. 
15S, are in each class : 



Classu 


Classis 


Classis 


Claans 


1 


2 


3 


4 


XXI 


XXI 


XXI 


XVIII 
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'Classis Classis Classis Clas^ 

6 6 7 8 

XVIII XVIII XVIII XVIII 

Under the dock over the school door : 

Pueri in hoc schold gratis emdiendi sunt CLIII tanhmiy 
ad numerum sedium. 

Quod Faushim sU et FasHx. 

Ad ser<B posteritatis imitationemy Jhmasqfie su<b ademi- 
iaienif post luctuosam urb. Lond. deflagrationem A. D. 
MDCLXVL ampUssima MERCERORUM societas, fi- 
dem JundcUori r» fLaxaphji datam sanctissime persdvenSf 
scholam hone de integro extruendam sttscepit^ annoque 
MDCLXX. perfecit, D^RICHJRDO FORD, equite ur^ 
bispmtorej Rkhanlo Clutterbuck armigero societcUis ma-- 
gistro, schoke vera custode, totiusqtie negotii assiduo dUi- 
gentissimoque procwrcUore ROBERTO WARE armigero. 

EAXoyla Kvplov hr) xefetXri^ hxalov, Prov. X. 6. 
Mi^fti} avTW fUT* iyxmiulaov. v. 8. 

Upon each window painted on glass throughout the 
school were these words, almost now defaced, Doce, disce, 
out discede; suggesting both to scholar and teacher their 
duty. 

At the upper end of the school there was, as now, a li- 
brary, which being consumed by the fire, 1666, another 
has been erected; which, by the contributions chiefly of 
those who have had thdr education in this school, has been 
well replenished with good books, chiefly relatmg to clas- 
sical learning, as most proper for the place. A list of the 
names of the benefactors, which are hung up in the school, 
is here subj(nned. The stewards of the anniversary schocd- 
feast have always been mindful to promote this good work, 
as well as helpftil towards the education of some indigent 
scholar gcnng to the university ; so that the interruption of 
this solemnity has been a conuderable loss in both these re- 
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8pect8» It may poBsiUy be thought toa trivial a matter to 
set down an account of the several years it hath been kept 
up fiance the restoration ; but I must not omit any thing 
relating to the school, especially what haa proved so ser- 
viceable to its interest The first general meeting or feast 
of the scholars was on St. Paul'^s day 1660, or year follow- 
ing. In the year 1664 it was intermitted till 1674, four 
years after the new school was erected ; then revived again, 
and continued till 1679, when it had again an unhappy 
chasm dll 1699, and some few years since: but now, as it is 
again encouraged and promoted, it is to be hoped it will 
continue a lasting monument of gratitude, that cannot be 
more decently shewn than in this way by those who have 
had the happiness of being educated in this school. 



Number IX. 

Benefactares bUdioiheae, plerique ahmmi sehoLe PauMme; 
et procurator es convivii puMici. 

1669. 
Bernard Skelton. 

1670. 
Thomas Tyte. 

1671. 
John Davenport. 
Samud Mellidi. 
Charles Cooke. 

1672. 
Thomaa6ale« 
Walter Hamptcm. 

167S. 
Thomas Gipps. 
William Corker, 
Thomas Townsend. 

1674. 
Chades Scarborough, knt. 
Joseph Lane. 



Henry Simmonds. 

Heniy Crispe. 

Will. Bridges. 

Badulph. Gray, arm. postea 
vero bar. Gray de Werk 
comes de Tankervile. 

Edmund Gardiner. 

William Butler. 

Rowland Wynne. 

Jos. Boswordi, 
1675. 

Sam. Pepya. 

Bic. Li^tfoot. 

Tho.Crauley. 

James Cardrow. 

Charles Chamberlayn. 

Francis Nixon. 

Thomas Swallow. 
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Edward Trotman. 

1676. 
Stephen Skinner. 
WiU. StonestreeU 
Tobiah Harvey. 
Gregory Butler. 

1677. 
Grecffge Chaire. 
Sir George Croke. 
Sir Hugh Cholinly. 
Thomas Groddard. 
Bobert Thompson. 
Balph Grey. 
Edward Stillingfleet. 
Dimmock Windus. 
Samuel Draper. 
Edward Ent. 

1678. 
Thomas Davies, knt. 
James Hayes, knt. 
John Emght, arm. 
JohnEscourt. 
James Brace. 
WiU.Bartlett. 

1679. 
Jdin Ayres. 

Jos. Lane, soc. dom. sancti 
Petri Cantab. 

1680. 
Edward Gwynne* 
Dimothus Wynd. 

1681. 
Edward Whitaker. 

168S. 
John Johnson, arm. postea 
eq. auratus. 

1684. 
Sam. Draper. 



Francis Fox. 

Sir Peter Vandeput. 

Mr. John Johnson. 

Mr. George Thqmasin. 

Mr. Thomas Caist^r. 

John Williams, S.T.B. post- 
ea epise. Cicestr. 
1686. 

John Davenport, arm. 
1689. 

Ric. Busby, S.T.p. scholse 
Westm. rector. 

Edward Turner. 
169Q. 

Thomas Brown. 
1699. 

Robert Fowle, arm. 

John Killingworth, arm. 

Greo. Smith, arm. 

Sam. Lloyd, arm. 

John Baggs, arm* 

Gul. Bonner, artti. 

John Chetwynd, arm. postea 
legatus a serenissima prin- 
cipe ad soren. Sabaudiae 
ducem. 

Bc^rus Cotes, mox alum- 
nus, dem socius ooll. Trin. 
Cant, et astronomise pro- 
fessor Plumianus. 

Ben. Marshall, mox alum- 
nus ^dis Chiisti. 

Dan. Lock, coU. Trin. Cant, 
alumnus. 

1700. 

Qabriel Neve. 

1704. 

J<A.Po6tlethway t, sehol. rect. 
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1706. 

Tho. Bell, mox alumnus 

coll. Trin. Cant 
1706. 
Algernonus Coote, Caroli co- 

mitis de Montrath, filius 

natu tertius. 
1708. 
The honourable Spencer 

Compton» esq. 
Sir Hen. Bendyshe, bart. 
Roger Gale, esq. 
William Dewe, esq. 
John Gresham, gent. 
Mr. Henry Bull. 
Mr. Thomas Barrow. 
Mr. Benj. Tooke. 
1709. 
Sir Thomas Clarges, bart. 
Joseph Hodges, esq. 
Mr. Sam. Haywood. 
Mr. Sam. Palmer^ 
Mr. Nicholas Feild. 
Thomas Batson, gent. 
William Timms, gient. 
Mr. Robert Hulls. 

1710. 
The right honourable the 

earl of Orrery. 
The right honourable the 

lord WandeU. 
The honourable Algemoon 

Coote, esq. 
Robert Clarges, esq. 
Humphry Hide, esq. 
Fitz- William Plumptree,e8q. 
Charles Welham, esq. 
Timothy Alleyn, esq. 



1711. 
William Lightfoot, esq. 
Joseph Major, esq. 
John Benson, esq. 
Simon Morse, gent. 
John Jacob, gent. 
John Hatley, gent. 
Greorge Morton Pitt, esq. 
Mr. Maurice Atkins. 

1712. 
Sam. Gale, gent. 
Thomas Gill, esq. 
Mr. Thomas Trenchfield. 
Mr. Josej^ Goddard. 
Mr. Grabiiel Neve. 
Mr. Nathaniel Blanford. 
Robert Cooke, esq. 
Mr. Daniel Wiloocks. 

1718. 
Mr. Pet. Norinansel, gent. 
Richard Clifton, esq. 
Mr. Benj. Mawson, gent. 
Edmund Wiseman, esq. 
Mr. William Lock. 
Mr. Richard Young. 
Mr. Anth. Chamberlayn. 
Mr. John Fotherby. 

1716. 
Mr. Henry Boone. 
Mr. Sherard Pickering. 
Mr. Charles Crumpe. 
Mr. John Chauncy. 
Mr. Leonard Pead. 
Mr. John Brace. 
Mr. Thomas Carter. 
Mr. John Bethell. 

1717. 
William Glanville, esq. 



L 



Digitized by 



Google 



NUMBER IX. 879 

Capt. Stephen fiateman. Mr. Edward Bentley. 

Mr. Charles filackstone. Mr. James Anderton. 

Mr. Edward Blackstone. Mr. John Hall. 

Mr. Ric. Rogerson. 17^. 

Mr. Barth. Dandridge. The Rev. Dr. S. Knight. 

Mr. John Kersey. The Rev. Mr. A. A. Sykes. 

Mr. Thomas Needham. The Rev. Mr. A. Clarke. 

1718. The Rev. Mr. Hen. Parkw. 

Mr. Charles Townley. Benj. Marriott, esq. 

Robert Williams, esq. Mr. Sam. Herring. 

Mr. William Browne. Mr. Ch. Gardner. 

Mr. Francis Lqggin. Mr. Rich. Trubey, jun. 
Mr. Ric. Collet. 



Number X. 

Sermons preached and published ai ^ anniversartf meeU 
ing qfdie genUemen educated ai St.PauFa echoolj to this 
time. 

DR. Ric. Meggot, late dean of Winchester, p. 68. of the 
volume of his Sermons, printed Lond. 1696. 8vo.' 

Dr. Benjamin Calamy, vicar of St. Laurence Jewry. See 
his volume of Sermons, p. 157. Lond. 1700. 8vo. 

W. Wyat, M. A. student of Christ's Church, in 1678-9. 

Dr. Will. Nichols, rector of Selsey in Sussex, Sermon on 
the Advantage of a learned Education; preached at the 
school-feast, 1697-8. 

John Pulleyn, prebendary of Paul\ 1698-9. 

Dr. Sam. Bradford's, now bishop of Rochester, Sermon on 
the Description and Benefits of a regular Education, 1699- 
700. 

William Stonestreet, M. A. rector of St Stephen's, Wal- 
broke, 1700-1. 

Mr. William Bramston's, now D.D. and prebendary of 
Worcester, Sermon, or short Apology for human Learning, 
1701. 

s Preulied in StMidiad's, CoinfaiU, 1675, on StPanl*! dayj printed 
then in 4to. Noetb. 



Digitized by 



Google 



880 MISCELLANIES. 

Robert Newton, D.D. late rector of St. Austin'^fi, on Re* 
ligion and Learning, or the happy Effects of an early Edu- 
cation, 1702. 

William Smith, M.A. on the Benefit of good Instruc- 
tion, 1707-8. 

Henry Stonestreet, M.A. 1708-9. 

Richard Chanibre, M.A. on the Duty of bang public- 
spirited, 1709-10. 

Edward Tenison, D.D. archdeacon of Carmarthen, and 
prebendary of Canterbury, on the Excellency and Useful- 
ness of a public Spirit, 1710-11. 

John Leng, D.D. now bishop of Norwich, 1713. 

Samuel Dod, M.A. late fellow of Clare hall, on the right 
Use of the manifdid Gifts of God, 1718-14. 

Matthew Postlethwayt, M.A. and rector of Denton in 
Norfolk, on the Necessity of understanding the Grounds 
and Principles of Religion, briefly represented, 1714-15. 

Clement Tookie, M.A. late sur-master of the school, 
1716.17. 

Dr. Sam. Knight, prebendary of Ely, on the Child Jesus, 
the great Exemplar of Youth, 1717-18. 

Matth.Mawson, fi.D. fellow of Corpus Christi college in 
Cambridge, upon the Revival of the Feast in 1728-4. 

Arth. Ash. Sykes, 17S4. Norths 

Alured Clarke, 1785. North. 

John Leng, bishop of Norwich, 1726. North. 

Henry Paricer, A.M. 1727* North. 

Thomas Hou^, A.M. fellow of Trin. coll. Camb. 172a 
North. 

Thomas Fairchild. A Sermon on the Benefits of a libenl 
and religious Education, preached at St. PauTs on June 29, 
1757, bring the annual meeting of the Grentlemen educated 
at St Paul's. 
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Number XI. 

Dean CcXet^s InstihUion of a Christian Manyjbr the Use 
of his School, prefixed to the Rudiments of the Latin 
Tongue. 8vo. 

The ArtycUs qfihe Fajfthe. 

I BYLEVE in God the Father ahnyghty creatour of 
heven, and of erth^ &c. 

Then follow the Bacramentea. 

Chartfte. The Looe of God. 

In trewe byleve I shall fyrste love God the Father al- 
tnyghty that made me, and our Lorde Jesu Chryste that 
ralemed me, and the Holy Goost that.alway inspireth me. 
This blessed holy Trinite I shall alway love and honour, 
and serve with all my herte, mynde, and strength, and fere 
Grod alonely, and put my trust in hym alondy. 

TTie love qfihg^neowne selft. 

Seconde, I shal love my selfe to Grod warde, and shall ab- 
stayne fro all synne as moche as I may, specially from the 
synnes deedly. 

I shall not be proude, nor envyous, nor wrothfull, I shall 
not be glotenous, nor lecherous, nor slouthfuU, I shal not 
be covetous desiring superfluite of worldly thynges, and 
y veil company I shall eschewe, and flye as moche as I may. 

I shall gyve me to grace and virtue, and connynge in 
God. I shall pray dften, specially on the holy dayes. I 
shall lyve alway temperatly, and sobre of my mouthe. 

I shal fast the dayes commaunded in Chiistes chyrcbe. I 
shall kepe my mynde ho yvell and foule thougfates. I shall 
kepe my mouth from swearyng, lyenge, and foule spekynge. 

I shall kepe my handes firo stelyng and py kyng. Thynges 
taken away I shall restore agayne. Thynges founde I shall 
rendre agayne. 

The love of thy neyghbour. 
Thyrde, I dial lore my neyghbour: that is every man 
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to Grodwarde, as my owne selfe. And shall hdpe -hym in all 
necessytes spyritually and bodyly, as I wolde be holpen my 
owne selfe : spedaUy my father and my moder, that brought 
me into this worlde. The mayster that teacheth me I shall 
honour and obey. 

My felowes that leme with me I shall love. 

Penaunce, 

If I fall to synne I shall anone ryse agayne by penaunoe 
and pure confessyon. 

Housh/nge. 

As often as I shall receive my Lorde in sacrament, I shall 
with all study dispo^ me to pure denlynesse and devocyon. 

In sycknesae. 

Whan I shall dye, I shal call for the sacramentes and 
rightes of Chrystes churd^ by tymes, and be confessed, and 
receyve my Lorde and Redemer Jesu Chryst 

In dethe. 

And in peryll of dethe I shal gladly call to be enealed, 
and so armed in God I shal departe to hym in truste of bis 
mercy, in our Lorde Chry$t Jesu. 

Hocjbcj et vives. 



Preceptes 
Feare God. 
Love Gk)d. 

Desyre to be with hym. 
Serve hym dayly with some 

prayer. 
Brydle the affectyons of thy 

mynde. 
Subdue thy sensual appe- 

tytes. 
Thrust downe pryde. 
Refrayne thy wrathe. 



qfhfotfnge. 
Forget trespaoe&i 
Forgyve gladly. 
ChastjTse thy body. 
Be sobre of thy mouthe. 
Be sobre of meet and drinke. 
Be sobre in talkynge. 
Flye swearynge. 
Flye foule language. 
Love denlynesse and dias- 

tyte. 
Use honest company. 
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Beware of ryot 
Dispende measurably. 
Flye dishonesty. 
Be true in worde and dede. 
Beverende thy elders. 
Obey thy superyours. 
Be felowe to thyne equales. 
Be benygne and lovyng to 

thyne inferyours.- 
Love all men in God. 
Byleve and trust in Christ 

Jesu, worshyp hym, and 

hym serve and obey. 
Call often for grace of the 

Holy Goost 
Love peace and equy te. 
Thynke on dethe. 
Drede the judgment of Gtxl. 
Trust in Goddes mercy. 
Be alway well oocupyed. 



Lose no tyme. 

Stand in grace. 

Fallyng down dispayre not 

Ever take a fir^he newe 

good purpose. 
Persever constauntly. 
Use oft tymes confessyon. 
Wasshe deane. 
Sorowe for thy synnes. 
Aske often mercy. 
Be no slogarde. 
Awake quyckly. 
Enryche the with vertue. 
Leme dyligently. 
Teche that thou hast lemed 

lovingly. 
By this way thou shalt come 

to grace and to glory. 

Amen. 



Symbdhim Jpostolarum. 
Credo in Deiun Patrem, &c. 

Oratio Dominica. 
Pater noster, qui es in coelis, &c. 

OraHuncuIa ad puerum Jeaum schd<B pr^Bsidem. 
Mi Domine Jesu suavissime, qui puer adhuc anno aetatis 
tuse duodecimo in Hierosolymitano t^nplo inter doctores 
illos sic disputasti, ut stupefiu^ti univerai tuam superexcel- 
lentem sajnentiam admirarentur : te quseso, ut in hac tua 
schola, cui praees, et patrodnaris, earn quotidie discam, et 
literaturam, et sapientiam, qua possim in primis te, Jesu, 
qui es ipsa vera sapientia, cognoscere, ddnde cognitum eun- 
dem te colere, et imitari, atque in hac brevi vita sic ambu- 
lare in via doctrinae tuse sequax vesti^orum tuorum, ut quo 
pervenisti ipse ad aliquam ejus glonse partem decedens ex 
hac luce, posdm ^o quoque tua gratia fehdter pervenire. 
Amen. 
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ChrUtiam Hominia InHiiwkim^ per Erasmum Rai. scrip- 
turn in unm sdidUe Londim instUuttB per Joannem Co- 
letvm^ inter eptgrammata Dee. Eraami Rat. 4ft>. Bos. 
1618. 

Valet in Christo fides quae per dilectionem operatur. 
F%de9. 

I. Articulus. Credo. 
Confiteor primum ore pio, venerorque fideli 
Mente Deum Patrem, vel nutu cuncta potentem. 
Hunc, qui steUigeri spaciosa volumina ooeli, 
Et solidum omnipone telluris condidit orbem. 

11. Ei in Jeeum. 
Ejus item gnatum Jesum, cognomine Christum, 
Quern Dominum nobis agnosdmus, et veneramur. 

III. Qui conceptue. 
Hunc Maria, afflatu divini numinis, alvo 
Concepit virgo, peperit purisama Tirgo. 

IV. Fas9U8 eub Poniio. 
Et grave suppliciiun immeritus damn^te Pilato 
Pertulit, infami sufExus in arbore, mortem 
Oppetiit, tumulatus humo est, daususque sepulchro, 
Interea penetrat populator ad infera regna. 

V. Tertiodie. 

Mox ubi tertia lux moesto se prompserat orbi, 
Emersit tumulo superas redivivus in auras. 

VI. Jscendii. 

Inde palaiti tetheream scandit sublimis in aroem, 
Illic jam dexter Patri assidet omnipotentL 

VII. Iterum venfurue eei. 
Idem olim rediturus, ut ottmem judioet orbem, 
Et vivos pariter, vitaque et lomine castos. 

VIIL Credo in SpirUum. 
Te quoque credo fide simili spirabile numen 
Halitus, afflatusque Deisacer, onciiia iustraAs. 

IX. Sanctam ecckAam. 
Et te coinfiteor sanctissima condo, qua g^s 
Christigena arcano nexu coit omnis in unum 
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Corpus et unanimis capiti sociatur lesu, 

Hinc proprium nescit, Bed habet communia cuneta. 

X. Semisrionem peccaiorum. 
Hoc equidem in coetu sancto, peccata remitti 
Credo, vd his sacro fueiint qui fonte renati, 
Vel qui diluerint ultro sua crinuna fletu. 

XL CamU resurrecHanem. 
Nee dubito quin exanimatacadayera rursum 
In vitam redeant, animas sortita priores. . 
XII. VUam iBtemam. 
Utraque pars nostri, corpusque animusque deincep6 
Juncta simul, vitam ducent sine fine perennem. 

Amor Dei. 
Haec est indubitata fides, cui pectore certo 
Nixus, amabo Patrem super omnia cunctipotentem. 
Qui me oondideritque, et in hunc produxerit orbem. 
Rursus amore pari Dominum complectar lesum. 
Qui nos asseruit, pretioque.redemit amico. 
Spiiitum item Sanctum, qui me sine fine benigno 
Afflatu foyet, atque animi penetralia ditans 
Dotibus arcanb, vitali recreat aura. 
Atque hie Temio Sanctus, et omni kude ferendus 
Toto ex corde mihi, tota de mente, supremis 
Viribus, obsequio, meritoque coletur honore. 
Hunc unum reverebor, et hoc semel omnis in uno 
Spes mea figetur, hoc omnia metiar uno. 
Hie propter sese mihi semper amafaitiv unus. 

Amor nA. 
Post hunc baud alia ratione, ac nomine charus 
Ipse mihi fuero, nisi quatenus omnis in ilium 
Ille mA referatur amor, fontemque revisat. 

FugapeccaA. 
Culpam pneterea fiig^am pro yiitbus omnem. 
Praecipue capitale tamen vitavero crimen. 
Quod necaty atque animam letali yulnerat ictu. 

SuperHoy invidiam ira. 
Ne fiistu tumeam, ne vel livore maligno 
Torquear, aut bili rapiar fervente, cavebo. 

c c 
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ChJa, humrioy pigritia. 
Ne vel spurca libido, yd insatiatnlis alvus 
Imperet, enitar, nee turpis inertia vincat 

JvatUkL 
Ne nunquam satimoida fameB me vexet habendi, 
Plus satis ut cupiam fUlaos munera imindi. 
Ffiga nudorum hominum. 
Improba pestiferi fugiam oommercia ooetus 
Omnia, simmio animi conatu, proque yirili. 

^ Studium pieioHs. 

Atque l^uc incumbam nenris, ac pectore toto ; 
Ut magis atque magis superet mibi gratia, virtus, 
Augescatque pise divina sdentia mentL 



Orabo, superosque precum libamine puro 
Placare adnitar, cum tempore sedulus omni. 
Turn yero eximie, quoties lux festa recurret. 

FrugdUias vidua. 
Frugales epulse semper, mensseque placebit 
Sobria mundides, et avari nesda luxus. 



Servabo reverens, quoties jejunia nobis 
Indicit oertis eodesia sancta diebus. 

MenHs cusiodia. 
Sancta uti ant mihi secretss penetralia mentis, 
Ne quid eo subeat foedumve, nocensve, studebo. 

Lingua ctutodia. 
Ne temere juret, ne unquam mendada promat, 
Turpia ne dictu dicat mea lingua, cavebo. 

Manus cuHodia. 
A furto cohibebo manus, nee ad ulla minuta 
Viscatos mittam digitos, et si quid ademptum 
Cuiquam erit, id domino properabo reddere vero. 

Resiiiutio reijbrie rqperUR. 
Id quoque restituam, si quid mihi forte repertum est. 
Me penes baud patiar prudens, aliena morari. 

Amor frooAmi. 
Nee secus atque mihi sum chanu, amabitur omnis 
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Proximus : est autein (ni fallor) proximus ille, 
Quisquis hpmo est, ac sic ut amor referatur amici 
In Christum, vitamque piam, veramque salutem. 
Huie igitur fuerit quoties opus, atque necesse, 
Sedulus officio corpusque, animumque juvabo, 
Ut mihi succurri cupiam, a forsan egerem. 
Id tamen in primis prsestabo utrique parenti. 
Per quos oorporeo hoc nasd mibi contigit orbe. 
Turn prseceptori, qui me erudit, mstkuitque 
Morigerus ftiero, ac merito reverebor honore. 
At ruifs^s dulcisque scholar, studiique sodales. 
Semper (uti par est) sincero ampfectar amore. 

Asatdua confessio. 
Si quaodo crimen fuero prolapsus in ullum, 
Protinus enitar, pura ut confes^o lapsum 
Erigat, ac justa tergatur noxia poena. 

SumpHo corporis Christi in viia. 
Ast ubi sacrati me ad corporis atque cruoris 
Coelestes epulas pietasque diesque vocabit, 
lUotis manibus metuens accedere, pectus 
Ante meum, quanta cura studioque licebit, 
Purgabo macidis, virtutum omabo nitelis. 

Morbtuf. 
Porro ubi fatalis jam terminus ingruet sevi, 
Extremumque diem cum morbus adesse monebit, 
Mature sacramentis me armare studebo, 
Atque his muneribus, quae ecclesia sancta ministrat 
Christigenis, reteget confessio crimina vitae, 
Sacrifico, sumam Christ! venerabile corpus. 

Hocjacy et vives. 
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Number XII. 
A short paraphrcLse on the LordCs Prayer^ by Dr. Ccleif 
inserted in the collection of prayers^ 4rc. entUkd^ The 
Prymer qfSaJysbury Use ; or, Hore beatissime Virginis 
Metric sectindumustimSarumtotaliter ad lonffum. Paris. 
15S2. 24mo. 

'ne seven peticyons of the Pater^noster, by John Coletf 
deane qf Poules. 

Thejyrste peticyon. 
O father in heuen, holowed be thy name amonge men m 
erth, as yt is among angels in heuen. 

TTie seconde peticyon. 
O father lette thy kyngedome come : and reygne amonge 
vs men in erthe, as thou reygnest amonge thy angels in 
heuen. 

The thyrde peticyon. 
O father thy wyll be fulfylled, that is to say, make ts to 
fulfill thy wyll here in erthe, as thy angels do in heuen. 
TTie Jburth peticyon. 
O father, gyue vs our dayly sustinaunce alway and helpe 
vs^ as we gyue and helpe them that haue nede of vs. 
Thejyfte peticyon. 
O father, forgyue vs oure synnes done to the, as we do 
forgyue them, that trespas agaynste vs. 
The y\. peticyon. 
O father lette vs not be ouercome wyth temtacyon. 

The vii. peticyon. 
But o father, delyuer vs from all euylles. Amen. 



Number XIII. 

A lyteUproheme to the booke called GramnuOices RudtmentOf 

by dean Colet. 

AL be it many have wryten, and have made certayne in- 

troducyons into Latyn speche, called Donates, and Accidens 

in Latyn tongue and in Englysshe, in suche plenty that it 
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shulde seme to suflyse ; yet never the lesse, for the love and 
Me that I have to the newe schole of Powles, and to the 
children of the same, somwhat I have also oompyled of the 
mater, and of the viii partes ot grammer have made this 
lytell boke, not thynkynge that I coude say any thing better 
than hath be sayd before, but I toke this besynesse havynge 
great pleasure to shew the testimony of my good mynde 
unto that schole. In whiche lytell warke if any new thynges 
be of me, it is alonely that I have put these partes in a more 
dere ordre, and have made them a lytell more easy to yonge 
wyttes, than (me thynketh) they were before. Judgyng 
that no thynge may be to soft, nor to famylier for lytell chyU 
dren, specyally lemynge a tongue unto them all straunge. 
In whiche lytell boke I have left many thynges out of pur- 
pose, consyderyng the tendemesse and small capacyte of 
lytell myndes. And that I have spoken also I have iEiffirmed 
it none otherwyse, but as it happeth most commonly in 
Latyn tongue. For many be the excepcyons, and hard it is 
any thynge generally to assure in a speche so various. I 
praye Grod all may be to his honour, and to the erudycion 
and profyte of chyldren, my countrey men Londoners spe- 
cially, whom dygestynge this lytell werke I had alway before 
mine eyen, consyderynge more what was for them, than to 
shewe any great connyng, wyllyng to speke the thynges 
often before spoken, in suche maner as gladly yonge begyn- 
ners and tender wyttes myght take and conceyve. Wher- 
fore I pray you all lytell babes, all lytell chyldren, leme 
gladly this lytell treatyse, and commende it dyligently unto 
your memoryes, trustynge of this begynnynge that ye shall 
procede, and growe to perfyte lyterature, and come at the 
laste to be great clerks. And lyfte up your lytell whjrte 
handes for me, whiche prayeth for you to Grod ; to whom 
be all honour, and imperial! maiesty and gloiy. Amen. 

Prclogifinia. 

Of these viii partes of speche in ordre weL construed be 

made reasons and sentences, and Icmge oracyons. But howe 

and in what maner, and with what constructyon of wordes, 

and all the varietees, and dyversylees, and chaunges in 

c c S 
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Latyn speche, whiche be innumerable, if any man wyll 
know, and by that knowledge attayne to onderstande Latyn 
bokes, and to speke and to wiyte the clene Latyn : let hym 
above all besyly lerpe and rede good Latyn auctours of 
chosen poetes and oratours, and note wisely howe they 
wrote, and spake, and study alway to fdowe them, demiyng 
none other rules but their examples. For in the begynning 
men spake not Latyn, bycause suche rules were made ; but 
contrary wyse, byeause men spake suche Latyn, upon that 
folowed the rules were made. That is to saye, Latjm speche 
was before the rules, not the rules before the Latyn speche. 
Wherfore, well beWed maysters and techers of grammer, 
after the partes of speche suffjrciently knowen in your 
scholes, rede and expounde playnly unto^our scholers good 
authours, and shewe to them every word and in every sen** 
tence what they shall note and observe, wamyng them be- 
syly to folowe and to do lyke, both in wrytyng and in 
spekynge, and be to them your own selfe also spekyng with 
them the |>ure Latyn very present, and leave the ndesL Fat 
redyng of good bokes, dylygent infoimacidii of tau^t mays- 
ters, studyous advertenoe, and takyng hedft of lerpers, her- 
jmg eloquent men speke, and finally ^besy ipoiytacyon with 
tonge and penne, more avayleth shortly to get t^e trewe elo- 
quent speche, than all the tradydons, rules, and preoeptes 
of maysters. 

Explicit CaleH teditio. 

These be the viii partcsofe^iekjnge,^ whiche for an intro- 
duction of children .in to Latjm spedi^ I have thus com- 
pyled, dygested, and.^ declared: piayengG^ that it maye 
prafyte to the man apedy lemyng of yonge begynners, 
finally to his honour, to whom be all prayse and glory with- 
out eod. Amm. 

Joanms ColeH Aeohgi^gottm decani Divi PauU^ eediiioy una 
cum quibu8dam'G^;fAUi Grammaiices Rn^/mmHs. 

G*'$tkic epigramma. 
Pocukt H Ungu^^typias guitare Lati$UBf 
Quale tibi fnanHretj ecce, Cclekte Her. 
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Non per Caucaseos monies^ cui summa Pyrena ; 
Te istaper Hybleas^ sed via duett agroe. 

Londinif in adibus Winandi de Worde anno mdxxxiiti. 



Number XIV. 

Epiekla dedicaioria^prc^a libro Ric. Pacei deFrudu qui 
ex doctrina percipitur. Bm. 1517. 4do. . Vtd^pajg^. 12. 

Richardue Paceus Joanni Cdeto^ ihedlogo eruditiseimo 
aique optimo viroy S, P.D. 

NULL JB (mi Colete) occupationes quantumvis magnas, 
efficere poBsunt, ut meorum isthic amkorum, doctorum pr<e- 
sertim, quorum in numero tu excellis, non sspissime recorder, 
eorumque jucundissimam consuetudinem vehementer desi- 
derem. Quemadmodum igitur aliis quibusdam amids mds 
nuper literarum aliquid a me efflagitantibus libenter scrips!, 
ita tiU quoque mea sponte in preesentia feci. £t ne aegre 
feraa, me in acribendo tibi quam aliis fuisse tardiorem, tardi- 
tatem scribendi ipso muneris pretio oompensarevolui. Quod 
tametnnec argenteum, nee aureum sit, (est enim literarium) 
tibi tamen non ingratum fore puto, immo certe scio. Quippe 
qui magno studio laborasse videris, ut omnes literarum stu- 
diosos, tui amantisamos reddas, tibique devindas. Siquidem 
hinc et non aliunde, sentiunt omnes celeberrimum illud ludi 
literarii tui, quern Londini erexisti, et pulcherrime sustentas, 
monimentum prodiisse. Et (quod ipsi scholae non est post- 
ponendum, ne dicam prseferendum) curasti, ut honestissimus 
amul et peridssimus vir, pueros adolescentesque erudiat, 
Isocrotem imitatus, qui sapienter (ut omnia) nanini pueros 
ad erudiendum tradendos censuit, nisi in quo doctrinam satis 
magnam, par quoque honestas vitae sequeretur, ut non doc- 
trinam solum, sed etiam bonos mores, quum ad imitationem 
prsBoeptorum totos se dederent, imbiberent Quorum utrum- 
que nunc, te autore, feunllime possunt assequi. Habent 
enim praeoeptorem, ci^us vita, moresque sunt probatissimi. 

c c 4 
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Tanta pneterea ^iiditio, ut eKtrusa pene omni barbarie, (in 
qua nostri olim adolesoentes solebant fere aetatem consumere, 
et longissimo tempore, ut nihil boni diseerent, laborare,) po- 
litiorem Latinitatem, atque ipsam Romanam linguam, in 
Britanniam nostram introduxisse videatur. Quae quum ita 
sint, cum alios omnes, turn prascipue doctos, et doctrinae stu- 
dioflos, his ooeptis favere, id eat, in commune prodease, vehe- 
menter convenit. Sed quia ita natura oomparatum eat, ut 
qui maxima Tellent, nunima poaaint, illi qui benigniaamia 
animia auia re ipsa aatisfacere nequeunt, verbia auum im- 
plere offidum coguntur, id quod mihi cum aliia (puto) muU 
tia contigit. Nam cum libentiaaime laudatiacdmupi opua a 
te inceptum, promovere in majua, atque (ai facultatum an- 
guatia non obeaaet) augere vellem, cogit neoeaataa verlna 
efBcere, quod re ipsa praeatare mallem. Accipe ig^tur meum 
libellum tuo dedicatum nomini, cui titulus eat, De Jructu 
qui ex doctrina percipUur. In quo m rea tam bene a me 
tractaretur, quam pueria et juvenibua titulua oonvenit, hand 
acio an in primia illia eaaet legendua. Solent enim onmea ho* 
.ininea illia libentius Tacare rebua, quarum fructua perdpien- 
dua, manifeate ante oculoa proponitur. Sed si meum exiguum 
me fefellit ingenium, tibi, aliisque relinquam, ut Virgilium 
imitati, aurum colligada ex stercore, et ex peracma quadam 
vivam efBngatia imaginem. Ego vero hoc aolo ccmtentua 
ero, quod tibi atque illia pulcherrimum, in quo yob exeroere- 
tia, (quippe in utilitatem omnium atudioeorum adoleaoen- 
tum,) argumentum prsebuerim. Reatat ut jam tibi exph- 
cem, quid me moveat ad libellum hoc titulo conacribendum 
et publicandum. Quum duobus annis plus minus jam pnd- 
teritis, ex Romana urbe in patriam rediisaem, interfui cui- 
dam oonyivio multia incognitua. Ubi quum aatia fuiaaetpota- 
turn, unua, neado quis, ex convivis, non imprudena, ut ex 
verlna vultuque conjicere licuit, oospit mentionem faoere de 
liberie auia bene instituendis. Et primum omnium, bonum 
praeceptorem illis sibi quaerendum, et acholam omnino &e- 
quentandam censuit. Aderat forte unua ex his, quos noe 
generosos vocamua, et qui semper comu aliquod a teigo 
pendens gestant, acsi etiam inter prandendum venarentur. 
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Is audita literarum laude, percitus repentina ira, furibundus 

prcmipit in hsec verba : Quid nugaris, inquit, amice ? abeant 

in malam rem istae stultas litene, omnes docti sunt mendici^ 

etiam Erasmus ille doctis^mus (ut audio) pauper est, et in 

quadam sua epistola vocat r^ xarifaTw xtvUf uxorem suam, 

id est, execrandam paupertatem, et vehementer conqueritur 

88 non posse illam humeris suis usque in fiattnt^a virra^ id 

est, profundum mare excutere. (Corpus Dd juro) toIo filius 

mens pendeat potius quam Uteris studeat Deoet enim ge- 

nerofiorum filios, apte inflare cornu, perite venari, accipitrem 

pulchre gestare et educare. Studiavero literarum, rusti- 

corum filiis sunt relinquenda. Hie ego cohibtre me non 

potui, quin aliquid homini loquacissimo in defensione bona- 

rum literarum responderem. Non videris, inquam, mihi 

(bone vir) recte sentire. Nam si veniret ad regem aliquis 

▼ir exterus, quales sunt principum oratores, et ei dandum 

esset responsum, filius tuus, sic ut tu vis, institutus, inflaret 

duntaxat oomu, et rustioorum filii docti, ad respondendum 

vocarentur, ac filio tuo venatori vel aucupi longe antepone- 

rentur, et sua erudita usi libertate, tibi in faciem dicerent, 

Nos malumus docti esse, et per doctrinam non imprudentes, 

quam stulta gloriari nobilitate. Tum ille hinc inde drcum- 

sjndens ; Quis est iste, inquit, qui hsec loquitur ? hominem 

non cognosco. Et quum diceretur in aurem ei quisnam es- 

sem, nesdo qiud submissa voce sibimet susurrans, et stulto 

usus auditore, illioo arripuit vini poculum. Et quum nihil 

haberet respondendum, cospit bibere, et in alia sermonem 

transferre. Et sic me liberavit, non ApoUo, ut Horatium a 

garrulo, sed Bacchus a vesani hominis disputatione, quam 

diuUus longe duraturam vehementer timebam. Ad ultimum, 

illud unioe rogem necesse est, ut eiquid in hoc meo opus- 

culo minus eruditum, quam eruditis tuis auribus convenit, 

reperies, non omnia mead imperitise et ignorantise, sed ali- 

quid huic quoque attribuas inoommodo, quod hie nunc sum, 

ubi nee docti viri sunt, nee Ubri, quos aliunde mihi adve- 

hendos curassem, si ita fuisset consultum. Sed hie non tam 

permaneo, quam pendeo, ut ubi sum hodie, nesdam an sim 

futurus eras. Atque tu probe nosti hominem literis dedi- 
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turn, a deemt libri, similein esse militis, cui desiint anna. 
Quare si qid enint, qui aliquid puerilius in hoc libello nota- 
bunt, quam longum deceat studium, sdant illi opusculum 
pueris esse scriptum. 

Vale. Ex Constanda. 

Towards the ooncluaon of the above-inentioDed book 
there is also this passage, relating to Colet^s school. 

— — — Haec sunt, mi Colete, quibus studiosos literarum 
juvenes ad doctrinam ampleiLandam bortandos, instruendos- 
que putavi. Quae si tibi, vel juvenibus tuis, qui per te pub- 
lace erudiu%tur, placere intellexero^ operam me non lusisse 
judicabob Hoc unum non dubito quin assecuturus sim, ut 
si non omnia probare velitis, multa saltem rideatis. P. 111. 



\ 
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Number XV. 

At the end (^ the gospeU of St. Matthew and St. Markj be- 
Jbre the coUation of the texts in the manuscript mentioned 
p. 3SSy which was written in the dean's house at PauFs, is 
the^fjBowing inscription : 

jid laudem et gloriam omnipotentii incomprehensibiUs mvisibiUs Dei 
adhonorem quoquedukissima Marue Virginisgenetricis ejtudem toti- 
usque eedestis exercitus^ opus hoc duorum eoangelistarutn Matihai 
scilicet et Marci conscriptum est jussu et expensis reverendi 
dtni et venerabilis viri D. Joannis Colett ecclesue cath. 
dwi PauU Londini decani sacrteque theologue prqfessoris. 
Egregij viri Henrici Colett militis opulentissinue dot- 
talis Londini quondam senatorisy et ejusdem bis 
consuUs fiUj. arte et industria Petri Meghen 
monocuU Teutonici, natione Brabantini oppidi 
Buschiducensis Leodiensis dioc. Anno tncar- 
natioMS dommica mUlesimo quingentesimo 
nono mensis veto Maij^ die octaoo. 
Eodem anno mensis Aprilis . . . die 
iUustrissimus rex AngUa (pie me» 
moria) Henricus FII. (qui ut 
alter Solomon suqnens^ dives 
pacificus) diem clausit extre- 
mttm, haredem regni reUn" 
quens non ut Solomon 
Reboam filvum stoli- 
dum: sed nobHissimu* 
Hen. Fill. JUi- 
um patre sapu 
entwrem cu- 
ius bona 
t»i- 
da. 

O 
mnipoiens Detu ma inefabUi pietaie ad opHma digneiar perdueere esirtma. 

AMEN. 
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Number XVL 

An Actjbr the Approbation of Phyiidans and Surgeons in 
the third year of Henry VIII. 1511-lS, made in favour 
of dean Collet. 

FORASMUCHE as the science and conyng of phyacke 
and surgerie to the perfecte knowledge whereof be requiate 
both great lemyng and ripe experience is daily within this 
relme exercysed by a grete multitude of ignorant persons of 
whom the great part have no maner of insight in the same, 
nor in any other kynde of lemyng. Some also can no leU 
ters in the booke. 

Be it enacted, that no persone within the dtie of London 
nor within seven myles of the same, take upon bym to ex- 
ercyse or occupy as a physicion or surgeon excepte he be 
firste examyned approved and admitted by the byshop of 
London or by the deane of Poules for the tyme beyng call- 
ynge to him or them foure doctours of physeke for exami- 
nacyon and gevyng letters testimonials under thore aeale to 
hym that they shall so iqiprove. 

Statutes if Hen. VIII. cap. xi. edit. Pynson. 



Number XVIL 



Bishop Longiofid^s character of dean Cokfs preachings in 
his Dedication to king Hen. VI IL before his Latin Ser- 
monsy Jbl. impres. anno Dom, 1518. per Ric. Pynson^ 
Land, ad 17 cat. Jun. 

Serenissimo regi Henrico VIII. Joannes LongUmdAis^ Dei 
gratia^ S^c. Lined, episc. salutem. 

— NEC id satis esse ratus, ut docdssimus princeps ad ea 
quae scribuntur ab aliis et condones etiam coram sua ma- 
jestate recitatas, tam accurate tam vi^lanter advertit, ut 
semper aliquam nngularis virtutis ac doctrinae lubens an- 
sam arripiat, unde factum est ut condones ejusmodi quas 
pater ejus, rex invictissimus, prudentissimus, gravissimus, 
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et maximopere in rem divinam afiPectus, cseterique sui ma* 
jores illustrissimi frequenter audierunt: ipse frequentissi- 
mas audire velit Coletum sui temporis in ea re Phoenicem, 
persaepe oondonantem soleuni saltem parascaeve (quamdiu 
superstes erat) solebat inaucQre. 



Niimber XVIII. 

A short account qf that learned Jbreigner Justus JonaSy to 
whom Erasmus sent his account ofCclefs U/e. 

JUSTUS JONAS was bom at Northusa m Germany, 
anno Christi 149S, where his father was a senator. He was 
first brought up at school : afterwards he studied law, and 
made a good progress therdn^ but upon better thoughts he 
studied divinity, and proceeded doctor, and embraced the 
reformed religion ; and was called, anno Christi 1521, to a 
pastoral charge in Wittenbei^. He was present at most of 
the disputations about reli^on, where he defended the truth 
strenuously, and endeavoured to promote peace. He was 
also made a professor in that univernty. He, with Spalatine- 
and Amsdorfius, was employed by the elector of Saxony to 
reform the churches in Misnia and Thuringia: from thence 
he was called unto Halle in Saxony, where he preached 
and promoted reli^on exceedingly. Luther sometimes re- 
sented thither to him, and took him along with him in his 
last journey to Isleben, where he died. After whose death 
he remained a while in the dyke of Saxony^s court, and was 
a constant companion of JohniiPrederick^s sons in all their 
aflfictions. And lastly, he was set over the church in Eis- 
field; where he ended his days in much peace and comfort 
anno Christi 1555, and of his age 6S. We are so much be- 
holden to this fiiend of Erasmus for instigating him to give 
scHue account of dean Ccdet, that he deserves this notice to 
be taken of him here. 
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Number XIX. 
The Wm of sir Henry Cciet^ father of dean CdUt. 

IN ihe name <f God amen : the xxviith day of Septem- 
ber the yere of our Lord God MD and fyve I Hemry Co- 
lete citezdn and alderman of London, beyng hole in mynd, 
and in good memoiy, kude and praysing be to ahnigh^ 
God, make, and ordeyne, this present testament and last 
will in manner and forme ensuing : that is to witte, 1st I 
bequeth and recommend my soule to Almighty God my 
maker and redemer, to the most glorious virgyn his moder 
our lady seynt Mary, and to all the holy company of saynts 
in heven, and my body to be buried in die cathedral diurch 
of seynt Paule of London, in sum convenyent place there 
after the discretion of myn executors, if it happoi me to de- 
cesse within the dtye of London, or else if it happen me to 
decesse at Stebunhith, then I will that my body be buried 
in the parish-church there, at sepulchre before seynt Dun- 
ston in the same church, if the vicary thereof be so pleased, 
and my body so buried, than I wyll that all suche detts as 
I owe to any persone or persones of right, or of conscience, 
be well and truely paid. Item I bequeth to the hi^ awf of 
the parisshe churche of sejrnte Antonye of London, whereof 
I am now a parishioner for my tithes and oblations foigotp 
ten or neghgently with-holden, if any sudi be in dischaige- 
yng of my oonsdence, as I know noon so to be and to the 
intent the curat there pray for my soule x e, 

Itemy I bequeth to the high altar to the said parishe- 
church of Stebunhith, for the like intent x s. Also I will 
that my executors here undernamed as soone as they may 
goodly after my decesse, provide and ordeyn 11 hxmsfX 
chapleyns of good name and fame, and honest conversation 
that oon to syng and say masse and other divine sorioe 
daily when he is disposM, in the parishe church ,of Stebun- 
hith aforesaid, and the other in the parishe church of seynt 
Anthonye beforesaid, and to pray espedally for my soule, 
the soules of my fader, and moder, and of my children, and 
for all Cristen soules by the space of xv yeres next folowing 
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after my decesae, and that either of the aame chaple jns have 
for their labour yerely during the said xv yeres vii2. yis. 
ymd. 

lUm, I bequeth to the exhibition of poore scholar study- 
ing in holy divinitie at the umversityes of Oxenford and 
Cambridge, to be disposed amongs them after the discretion 
of myn executors CI. 

Itemj I bequeth another CZ. to be disposM by the discre- 
tion of my said executors in noyows^wayea where they shall 
thinke most nedful and most meiytoryous for my soule. 

If I bequeth to the marriages of poor maydens of good 
name and fame C2. and I will that every of my mayden ser- 
vants which shall happen to be in household service with 
me at the tyme of my decesse, have to her marriage a por- 
cion of the said CI. aher the ctiscretion of myn executors 
and beside that a gowne clothe of blakeclothe. 

If I bequeth to Wm. Colete my brother's son his chil- 
dren and other of my kynne to the nombre of x persones 
with the same William and his children to be nam'd by the 
dtiscrecion of myn executors C 2. to be paid and delivered 
unto them wekly that is to say to every of them iiiid by 
the weke. 

If I bequeth to the works of the body of the parishe 
church of St^bunhith aforesaid xl^. And I bequeth to 
every man servant b^ng in service with me at the tyme of 
my decease xl«. in money and a Uake gowne beside th^r 
wages. And I bequeth to William Middilton late my ser- 
vant xl^. and a blake gowne. 

If I bequeth to William Bayle of Wendover xl*. 

If I bequeth to William Bote of Stebunhith aforesaid 
xl^. and the residue of all my goods cattals and detts what- 
soever they be after my detts paid my funeral expences 
fully doon, and the l^acies comprised in this my present 
testament performed, I geve and bequeth holly unto dame 
Cristian my wife, and to M« John Colete doctour of holy 
divinity my sone, the which dame Cristian and the said M. 
John Colete I make and ordeyne myn executors of this my 
present testament In wittnes wherof to this my present 
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testament and laat will I have putt my seale yeven the day 
and yere above rehened and all other testaments and wilk 
of my mooveable goodes by me afore this made 1 utterly 
revoke and adnulle by this my present writting, and none 
othe testament or will of my mooveable goods to take ef- 
fect except this present writting alone. 

ProbatumJvU tuproicripP ietf coram d^no apud Lame- 
hUh xx^ die mens* Octobrie anno Domini mUTmo qumgen- 
terimo quintojur* M. Johannis Cclete execuioree in hnyus- 
modi UbC nomknoA^ 4"^. Ex officio prerog. Hdlgrave 14 



' Number XX. 

TeHam. Johannis CoUety decani ecdeeuB caihedraKs SH 
Pauli Londineneis. 

IN Dei nomine amen: the xxii day of August in the 
yere of our Lord God MD and XIX. I John Cdett dean 
of the cathedral church of seint Paule in London beyng of 
hole mynde and memorie, make and ordeyne this my pre- 
sent testament and last will of my goodes moveable, by rea- 
son whereof I revoke and renounce all other wills testaments 
and codicils whatsoever they be heretofore by me or by any 
other in my name made of the said goodes moveable this to 
stand firm and stable in maner and form followyng First I 
bequeth my soule to Grod and to our Lord Crist Jesu, my 
body to the chirch of seinte Paule aforesaid to be buryed 
nyghe unto the image of seint Wilgefort where I made a 
lytel monyment As touchyng my burying, and fiinerallsy 
with the circumstance thereof I commit to the discredon of 
myne executours herafter named in thende of this my pre- 
sent testament 

Item I bequeth to Edmond Enyvet esquier seigeant por- 
ter to our soveraine lord the kyng; fourty pounds in money, 
or in money worth to be paid to hym assoone as it may be 
conveniently. 
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Item I bequeth to John Colett the sonne of William Co- 
lett my kinnesman fourtj pounds to be paid unto hym in 
lyk maner. 

Item to maister doctV Aleyn, the cupp with the cover 
that he gave unto me. 

Item I wyll that my maister doctV. Morgan have my best 
gown with the hode, my best cote of chamlet furred with 
blake bogye and a vestment. 

Item I bequethe to maister John Banbrughe a silver pott 
having on the ere wiyten John Colett my bed at Charter- 
hous that I ley upon my self with matresse and blanketts, 
to the said bed belonging, and cert^e of my prynted 
books called seint Jerom works, and other that may be con- 
veniently gyven unto hym. 

Item I will that master Dancaster have in money to sup- 
porte hym in hys vertue six pounds xiii^. iiiid 

Item I bequethe to syr Rob. Hopwood a lytell goblet 
with a cover havyng a whyte rose in the toppe of the cover, 
a lytill square salt with a cover gilt, the which I bought of 
maister Lychefield halfe a dosen silver spones and a maser 
owver and above 40 shelings by yere for term of his lyf, to 
be paid oute of the mercery of London accordyng to thdre 
promise therupon to me made. 

Item I will that Thomas Lupeshed my schollar be re- 
membered after the discredon of myn executors and to have 
all suche bookes prynted as may be most necessaiy for his 
lemyng. 

Item to maister William Garrard a cupp with a cover of 
nlver and gilt chased ; stondyng on a rose. 

Item to master Nycholas Curlews a standyng cup with 
the cover ^t with the moris daunce on it 

Item to John Danet my godson a Util silver pott havyng 
on the top H and R which his father gave me. 

Item to Bartillmewe Barham sometyme my servant a sil- 
ver pott having on the ere wryten John Colett. 

Item the New Testament, and oder of myne own making 
wryting in parchement, as Coments on PauUs Epesteles and 
Abbreviacions with many such other, I will shall be dis- 
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poased at the dispoeicion of myn executours whiche disfo- 
mdaa I leve to ih&re discrecion and all my bokes im- 
prynted in paper I will also by them be disposed to poore 
studeates and especially to suche as hath bene schoUars 
withe me. 

Item as touchyng my logyng at the Charter-hou^ I wyll 
that all bordwork made of waynskott as tables, trestUs, 
greate coffers, cupboards, and all payuted images upon the 
walls remayne to that lodgyng in perpeimiiiny all other stuff 
there besydes afore rehersed I wyl be dispoaaed by the dis- 
credon of myne executours. 

Item I wyll that fy^y pounds sterlings, be distributed 
amongst my houshold servants aocordyng to the tenour of 
a bill subscribed with myne own hande over and above 
theyre wages due at the quarter day after my deceas. 

Item to William Bowrman fy ve marks by yere to be paid 
by the mercers aforesaid during his lyf. 

Item I bequethe to Benjamin Dygby my ev«P of silver 
andgilte. 

Item to Henry Digby my lytell primer covered with 
green velvet 

Item I bequeth to the church of Cheswyke a vestmeiit of 
whyte damask. 

Item to the church of Sandon a vestment of green da- 
mask. 

Item to the church of Lamboum a vestment of bawdkin 
wyth flowers. 

Item to the church of Borne a vestement Furthennore 
where I the said John Colett all thyngs abovenam^d bathe 
gyven and bequeathed, nevertheles yf any thing happenor 
to myne executors to whom I putt my trust or any just 
cause bfe Eieen that the said bequestis and l^acies cannot be 
duly performed that then of the said legacies and bequesto 
be made defalcacion after the discredon of my said exe- 
cutours. In which thinge I charge thejrre conscience^ and 
discharge as the cause from tyme to tyme shall require the 
residue of all my goodes moveable and immoveable^ catalls, 
and detts, not bequeth'd my detts payM and this my present 
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teslameDt fulfilTd in manner and form as is afore rehersed. 
I gyve and bequeth unto myne executours whom I name 
cMrdeyne and make m j moder dame Christian Colett, mais- 
ter William Garrard, and maister Nicolas Curlews they to 
order and dispoase them as they shall thynk best to the 
most comforte of tbeym that have nede. In wytness wherof 
I have subscribed this testament with myne owne hande the 
day and yere above wryten. These beyng witnesses of the 
same syr Robert Asheleyne sub dean of the church of 
FftwBs, sr John Rogers almoner of the same, and sir Wit 
liam Taylor prest with other. Hoc teHamentum meum de 
bonis meis omnibtiSy ego Johammee Colett subecripsi et eub- 
signavi mea fnanu propria die et anno eupradicto. 

In Dei nomine amen. This is the testament and last 
will of me John Colet deane of the cathedrall church of 
sefaite Pawle in London and sonne and heire of syr Heniy 
Colett knyght made the xxiid daie of August in the yere of 
our Lord MD and XIX, and in the Xlth yere of the 
reigne of king Henry the Vlllth, as to the disposicion of 
all and singular my manors, mesuages, londes, and tene- 
ments, woddes, medowes, lesues, pastures, mores, rents, ser- 
vices, hsereditaments hereunder wryten. 1st I wyl if it hap^ 
pen me to deoeas oute of this transitorie world, Ijrvyng dame 
Christian Colett shall have and enjoy to her and her as- 
dtgnes duryng her lyf natural, all my mesuages londs and 
tenements revercions, and haereditances, in the town fields 
and parishe of Wendover in the county of Bucks whereof I 
ever during my lyf or any other to my use or for the per- 
fonnance of my last will was seased of a state of fee symple, 
also all my manors of Weldon, Denthorp, Kirkby-Dene, 
Bubryk and Thjrming with all the appurtenances in the 
counties of Northampton and Hunt which the said syr 
Henry Cokt my fader purchasM of sir William Knyvet 
knyght my mesuages tenements rents revercions and ser- 
vices medows lesues meres and pastures also with all other 
rights comodities and appurtenances set and lying in the 
towns and fields of great Weldon, and lytell Weldon in the 
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county of Northampton which the said ar Henry Colett 
my fader purchas'^d of Eusby Catesby and other, also all my 
vi mesuages 11 hundred acres of londe 40 acres of medowe, 
XX acres of pasture and xx acres of wood and xs. rent with 
the appurtenance in great Weldon and ly tell Weldon in the 
said county of Northampton which the said syr Henry Co. 
lett my fader purchased of Edward Cumberford also all my 
londs, tenements, woddes, lesues, and pastures with there 
appurtenances in Eirby-Dean and Bulwyke in the county 
of Northampton which the said syr Henry Colett my fader 
purchased of Thomas Stok gentleman also the manor of 
Thymyng called Mullesworth manc«- with the appurte-' 
nances and the advowson of the church of Thymyng ax 
mesuages oon hundred acres of lande xi acres of medowe 
oon hundred acres of pasture and x^. of rent with the iqp- 
purtenanoes in Thymyng in the said county of Hunt, which 
the said sir Heniy Colett my fader purchasM of ThcHnas 
MuUeswc^th, also my two mesuages in the town of Thym- 
yng and XXV acres of lond and medow to the same mesuages 
appertaining which the said ar Henry Colett my fader pur- 
chased of Thomas Henson, also my mesuage with a curte* 
lage in the same town of Thymyng and half a je^ and iii 
acres of land to the saide mesuage appertain'^d with the ap- 
purtenances which the said Henry Colett my fader pur- 
chase of Thomas Newman also all those my londs and te^ 
nements rents, services wardes, mariiages, relefis, eschestes, 
pightill, and medowes, lesues, pastures, mores, and maresses, 
with all other ryghte, profyts, and comodities to the same 
londes and tenements bdongyng or apperteyning in the 
towns feldes and maresse of CUppesby RoUesby Brougfa 
Billokby Outly Repps Batewick, Martham Askby and 
Chemie or elsewhere within the hundred of East-Fl^^e 
and West-Flegge in the county of Norfolk also I wyll that 
all such persones as shall happen to be feoffed and seased 
to my use the day of my decease in all the said manors 
londes and tenements and other the premises to the said 
dame Cristian bequeth^ or any parcel of theym, if the 
said dame Cristian over lyve me shall stond and be feoffed 
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to the use of the said dame Cristian during the lyf natural 
of the said dame Cristian. Also I wyl that all such persons 
as shall happen feoffs and seased to my use and for the 
performance of my last wyl of and in all my said manors of 
Weldon Denethorp, Eirkby-Dene, Bulwyke and Thym- 
yng in the county of Northampton and Hunt, with dieir 
appurtenances which was purchase of syr William Eny vet 
knyght immediately after the decease of me and of the said 
dame Cristian Colet my moder shall make astate unto Ed- 
mond Eny vet esq; sergeant porter to our sovereign lord the 
king of and in all the said manors with their membres and 
appurtenances To have and to hold all the said manors with 
all their members and appurtenances to the said Edmunde 
EjijTvet and to his heirs of his body lai^fully begotten and 
for default of such issue to rema}me to Cristofer Enyvet 
brother to the said Edmund and to the heirs of the body of 
the said Cristofer lawfully begotten And for defaute of such 
issue to remain to Antony Enyvett brother to the said Ed- 
mund and Cristopher and heirs of the body of the said An* 
tony lawfully begotten provided alway that the said Ed- 
mund Enyvet his heirs or whosoever shall fortune to have 
the said manors of Weldon and other the premises by de- 
myse of this my present will or otherwise shall truly pay or 
cause to be paid yerly unto WiUiam Newbold my servant 
dur3mg his lyf natural, the annuall rent of 40^. according 
to tenor, form, and effect, of a dede by me to hym thereof 
made beryng date the xii day of May in the xith yere of 
the reigne of king Henry the VII I th. Also I wyll that all 
such persons as shall happen to be feoff^d and seasM to my 
use and for the performance of my last will of and in all my 
mesuages, tenements, rents, reversions and services, medowes, 
lesues, mores and pastures, with all other rights commodi- 
ties and appurtenances sett and lying in the town and fields 
of great Weldon and lytell Weldon in the said county of 
Northampton which the said sir Henry Colet my fader pur- 
chase of the said Eusby Catesby and other and of and in 
my said six mesuages two hundreth acres of londs, xi acres 
medowe, xx acres of pasture xx acres of wod and z^. rent 
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with the appurtenanoeB in greate Wddon and lytell Weidoii 
in the said county of Northampton whidi the said syr 
Henry Colet my fader purchased of the said Edward Come, 
berford and of and in all my said londes and tenements 
wodds lesues and pastures with their appurtenances in 
Eorkby Dene and Bulwyk in the said county of N(Hrth- 
ampton which the said sir Heniy Colett purchased of the 
said Thomas Stoke gentleman and of and in all my said 
manor of Thymyng callM MuUesworth maner with thap- 
purtenances and the advowson of the church of Thymyng 
vi mesuages oon hundreth acres of londe xii acres of me- 
dowe oon hundreth acres in pasture and xs, of rent with 
thappurtenances in Thymyng in the said county of Hunt 
whidi the said syr Henry Colett my fader purchas'^d of the 
said Thomas MuUesworth and of and in my said twoo 
mesuages in the same town of Thymyng and xxy acres of 
lande and medowe to the same mesuages appertoning whidi 
the said sir Henry Colett my fader purchased of the said 
Thomas Henson of and in my said mesuage with a curtelage 
in the same towne of Thymyng and half a yard and iii 
acres of londe to the same mesuage apperteynyng with 
thappurtenances which the said sir Henry Colett my fsider 
purchased of the said Thomas Newman immediately after 
the deceas of me and of the said dame Cristian Colett my 
moder, shall make astate to the said Cristofer Knyvet of 
and in all my said mesuages tenements rents reversioiis and 
services medowes lesues mares and pastures with all other 
ryghts comodities and profitts with thappertenances sett and 
lying in the townes and felds of greate Weldon and lytdl 
Weldon in the said counte of NorthampUxi purchased of the 
said Eusby Catesby and other and of and in my said six 
mesuages two hundreth acres of londe xl acres of medowe 
XX acres of pasture xx acres of wode and x«. of rent with 
thappurtenances in great Weldon and in lytell Wekkxi la 
the same countie of Northampt<m purdbased of the same 
Edward Cumberford and of and in all my said loods teBt^ 
ments wodds lesues and pastures with theire appurteaancefl 
in Eirkby Dene and Bulwyke in the same oountieof North- 
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amptcm purchased of the some Thomas Stok And of and in 
all my said maner of lliymyng called MuUesworth maner 
with the appurtenances and the advouson of the chjrrche of 
Thymyng six mesuages C acres of londe xii acres medowe 
C acres pasture and x^. of rent with thappurtenances in 
Thymyng in the said county of Hunt. purchasM of the said 
Thomas MuUesworth And of and in the said twoo mesuages 
in the same towne of Thyrmyng xxv acres of londe and me- 
dowe to the same mesuages appertaynyug with thappur- 
tenances purchased of the said Thomas Henson And of and 
in my said mesuage with a curtelage in the same towne of 
Thyrmyng and half a yarde and iii acres of londe to the 
same mesuage apperteynyng with thappurtenances purchased 
of the said Thomas Newman To have and to hold all the 
same mesuages man^ landes tenements wodds medowes marcs 
lesues pastures rents services and reverdons with all and 
ringular the premisses and appurtenances to the said Cris- 
tofer Knyvet and to the heirs of his body lawfully begotten 
And fra* de&ulte of such issue to remayne to the sud Ed- 
mund Knyvet and to the heirs of his bodye lawfully begotten 
And for de&ulte of such issue to remayne to the said An- 
tony Knyvet and to the heires of his bodye lawfitilly begot- 
ten Also I wyl that all suche persoties as shall hapen to be 
seased to my use and for the perfonnance of my last will of 
and in all my said mesuages shoppes landes tenements wodds 
medowes lesues pastures rents services and reverdons with 
theire appurtenances in the said towne fieldes' and parishe 
of Weldon ih the said counte of Buck immediately after 
the decease of me and of the said dame Cristyan Colett my 
moder shall make astate to John Colet the sone of William 
Ckiett of Wendov** of and in all my said mesuages shoppes 
landes tenets wodds medowes lesues pastures rents services 
and reverdons with thdr appurtenances in the same towne 
felds and parish of Wendov' wherof I duryng my lif or any 
other to my use was seased of any astate of fee simple To 
have and to hold all the same mesuages shoppes landes 
ten'^ts woddes medowes lesues pastures rents services and re- 
verdons with their appurtenances to the said John Colett 
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and to his han and asagnes for ever Also I will that all 
such persones as shall happen to be feoffed and seased to 
my use of and for the performance of my will of and in all 
those my sayd landes tenets rents service wardes manages 
relefFes eschets pighy ts medowes lesues pastures mores mares 
with all other rights profitts and comodities to the same 
landes and tenHs and other the premises belongyng or ap- 
pertejrning in the towns felds and mares of Ceippesby Bol- 
lesby Burgh Billokesby Outeby Reppts Batwyk Martham 
Askeby and Theme or elsewhere within the hundreth of 
Estflegge and Westflegge in the said oountie of Norff. inir 
mediately after the deoeas of me and of the said dame Cris- 
tiane Colett my moder shall make astate to John Neele my 
servant of and in all my said londes and ten'^ts rents services 
wardes manages reliffes eschets pyghills medowes lesues 
pastures mores maresse with all other rights profitts and 
comodities to the same landes and tenements and other the 
premisses belongjmg or apperteynyng in the said townes 
feldis and maresse of Clippesby Rollesby Burghe Billokby 
Outeby Reppis Batewyke Martham Askeby and Theme cnr 
ellswhere within the said hundrethes of Elstfl^ge and West- 
flegge in the said countie of Norfi^. to have and to hold all 
the said landes with all and singular the premises and ap- 
purtenaunces to the said John Neale and to his h^rs for 
ever Also I woU that all suche persones as shall happen to 
be feoffed and seased to my use and for the performaunce 
of my last will of and in all those my vii acres of pasture 
and iiii acres of londe in the parish of Stebunhith in the 
county of Middx. which the said syr Henry Colett my 
fader purchased of Edmond Ratcliff immediately after the 
deceas of me and of the said dame Cristian Colett my 
moder shall make astate to William Bounhan my servante 
of and in all the same vii acres of pasture and iiii acres of 
lande to have and to holde all the said vii acres of pastures 
and iiii acres of londe to the said William Bourman and to 
his heires and assignes for ever. In wytnes wherof to this my 
present testament and last will concemyng my maners me- 
suages landes and tenements and other the premises I have 
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sett my seale and the same subscribed with myn owne 
hande the daye and yere afore wrytten. These beryng 
wytnesse and testy mony to the same. Benjamjrn Dygby, 
mercer, of London, syr William Taylour, syr Robert Hop- 
wod, prests, and other moo. Hoc testamentum ego JoKes 
Colett subscripai mea manu propria et sigiUavi die et anno 
supradic*is. 

ExhibiCper macros WHKm Garrard et Nichdm Curlews 
executores infra scriptos quinto die menais Odobris miUttno 
grnngetUesimo decimo nono pro vero vniegro et tiltimo teg^ 
tamento ac ulHma vohmtate ipsiue de/uncti except\ S^c. 
[E curia prcsrogaf Ayhoffe 19-] 
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. ■ Opera. Apud Pare. 1649. 
Reineecii (Rdneri) Historia Julia, 2 vol. Helm. 1596. 
-~-^— - Syntagma de Famil. que in Monarch. S prioribua 

Berum potitce sunt Bm. 

' Syntagma Inscriptionum Antiquaium. lips. 1682. 



Bicdardi Buxiani Commentaxia sjrmbolica. Yen. 1591. 
— ^— — Bom. Hist scriptores Lat 2 vol. 
— — Scriptores Graeci, SylburgiL Franc. 1590. 
Salmaffli (Claud.) Plinianse Exerdtationes in J. Solini Poly- 

histora, 2yol. Par. 1629. 
Scaligeri (Jul.) Poetioes, lib. 7. Apud Vincent. 1561. 
Sc^nilse (Joan.) Lexicon ^r. Lat 
Sallengre (Joan. Albert.) Nov. Thesaur. Antiquit Bom. 

cum fig. Hag<B-Comitum 1716. 
Schindleri (VaL) Lexicon Pentaglotton. Han. 1612. 
Scotus de Divisione Natiuw. Oxon. 1681. 
Septuaginta Graece. Aid. 1518. 
Shelley's (Geo.) Penman's Magazine. Lond. 1705. 
Sherburne's (Edw.) Translation of Manilius. 1675. 
Sigonius (Car.) de Begno Italise. Fr. 1591. 
Simsoni (Edw.) Chronioon Catholicum. Oxtm. 1652. 
Skinner's (Steph.) Etymolog. Ling. Anglic. Lond. 1671. 
Somneri (Gul.) Diction. Saxonic. Ang. Lat Oxon. 1659. 
Spenhemius (Ezek.) de Praestant et Usu Numismatum. 

Lcmd. 1706. 
Speed's (John) Chronicle of England. Ibid. 1632. 
Statins cum Comment. 
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Stephanus de Urbibus Gr. Lat Jmsi. 1678. 
Stephani (Hen.) Thesaurus Gr. Ling, cum Glossario, 4 vol. 
H. Steph. 

— Appendix Libellorum ad Thesaur. pertinentium. 
Stephani (R.) Thesaurus Linguae Lat 2 vol. R. Steph, 

1543 
Strabonis Geographia Gr. Lat S vol. Amsi, 1707. 
— — Idem. Casauboni. Par. 16S0. 
Strype^s (John) Annals of the Reformation. 1709- 
Suidse Lex. Gr. Lat ab Mm. Port 8 vol. Cd. AL 1619. 

Kusteri, 3 vol. Cantab. 1706. 

Surenhusii (Gul.) Mischna Heb. Lat 6 vol. Amat. 1698. 
Sylburgii (Fred.) Etymologicon Grseciun. Cornel. 1594. 
Tadtus, (Com.) et VeL Paterculus Lipai. Amst. 1648. 
Terentius, cui adjicitur Horatius. Rom. 1475. 

Idem. Par. Typog. Reg. 1642. 

Themistii Orationes Gr. Lat ex Edit Harduini. Par. 1684. 

Theocritus, &c. Greece. Ex Edit Aid. 

Theodori Introd. Gram. lib. 4. et de Mensib. Gr. et Apol- 

lonii Grammat et Herodian. de Numeris. Aid. 1587. 
Thesaur. Comucopise, et Horti Adonidis Gr. ApudAld. 
Thuani Hist sui Temporis, 4 vol. Par. 1604. 
Thucydides Gr. Lat Franc. 1594. 
— — — — per Hudson. Oxon. 1696. 
Tillotsotf s (Archbp.) Posthum. Sermons, 2 vol. 1712. 
Trittenham de Scriptoribus EcdesiasUcis. Bas. 14&4i. 
Tyrell's (James) General History of England. Lond. 1697. 
« Vegetius, &c. de Re Militari. Lutet. 1532. 
Virgilius cum Notis de la Cerda, 3 vol. Colon. Agrip. 1647. 
Servii Comment. Yen. 1522. 

— Servii, &c. Notis. 

Ver^lii Polyd. Historia Anglica. Baa. 1534. 
Vitruvii Architectura. Apud Elzev. 1649. 

• From this very book John 1 724-5 , by an old clwgyman, who 

Churchill, scholar of this school, said he was a cotemporary scholar, 

afterwards the renowned duke of was then well aoquaiated with him, 

Marlborough, first learnt the ele- and frequently sow-him read it. This 

ments of the art of war ; as was told I testify to be true. O. North. 
to me, G. North, on St. Paul's day. 
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Vossii (Jo. 6er.) Etymologicon Ling. Lat Lugd, 1664. 
Uranologion, sive systema Var. Author, de Sphsera ac Side- 

ribus, Gr. Lat. Par, 1630. 
Wallis's (John) Treatise of Algebra. Ltmd. 1686. 
WeUs^ (Edw.) Maps of the World. 
Wood (Ant) Historia et Antiquit Univers. Oxon. Oxon, 

1674. 
Wormii (01.) Antiquitates Danicas. Han. 1661. 
Xenophontis Opera 6r. Lat. Leunclavii. Par. 1626. 
Yorkers Union of Honour. 1640. 

QUARTO. 

Rei Agrariae Auctores Legesque variie cum Groecii et Ri- 

galtii Notis. Amst. 1674. 
Amirae (Geo.) Edemensis Gram. Cbald. Rom. 1696. 
Anthologia Graeca. H. Sieph. 1666. 
Apoll. (Alex.) de Constructione Orationis. Frame. 1690. 
Apollonii Dysool. Alexand. Historia Commentitia a Meur- 

sio. Lugd. Bai. 1620. 
Ajristoteles de Arte Rhetorica, lib. 8. Greece. Frob. 1629. 
— — — cui praefijpitur Nicandri Theriaca Gr. Lat cum 

Comment Cologn. 1680. 
Auctores Ling. Lat Notis D. Gothofredi. C. AU. 1622. 
Balaei (Joan.) illustrium Majoris Britanniae scriptorum sum- 

marium. Vesal. 1649. 
Bensoni (Thorn.) Vocabularium Anglo-Saxonicum. Oxon. 

1701. 
Bertrami (Com.) Comparatio Gram. Heb. et Arabicae. Gen. 

1674. 
Bible English. O^^d, 1719. 
Biblia Hebraica. 

2 vol. 

Bocharti (Sam.) Phaleg. Franc. 1674. 

Bodleianae Bibliothecae Catal. Librorum per James. Oxon. 

1620. 
Brissonius (Bamab.) de Formulis et Solemn. Pop. Rom. 

Franc. 1692. 
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Budaei (Gul.) Epist 6r. Lat. 

Buxtorfii (Jo.) Lexicon Chaldaicum et Syriacum. Baa. 

1622. 
Buxtorfii (Jo.) Tiberias sive Comment Masorethi. Am. 

1620. 
Bythneri (Victo.) Lyra Prophetica. Lond. 1664. 
Cssaris Comment ex Rec. Jo. Daviai. Cant. 1706. 
Callimachus 6r. Lat Fabri Notis. Par. 1677. 
Carve (Thomas) de Orig. Morib. et Ritibus Grentis Hiber. 

nicse. 1666. 
Cellani (Christoph.) Notitia Orbis Antiq. Gr. Lat %y(A. 

Cant. 170S. 
Chartarii Imagines Deorum qui ab Antiq. colebantur. Lugd. 

1581. 
Chronicon Alexandrinum 6r. Lat ex Edit Raderi. Men 

1616. 
Cicero de Officiis cum Ascensii Comment. Lugd. 1518. 
Cluverii (Phil.) Geographia Bunonis Notis. Wo^mt. 1694 
Claudianus, cum Barthii Comment. Franc. 1660. 
Corpus Poetarum Veterum, 2 vol. Gen. 1627. 
Danet^s Diction, of the Gr. and Rom. Antiq. Land. 1700. 
Draudii (Georg.) Bibliotheca Classica, sive Catalogus o£Bd- 

nalis. Fra/nc. 1625. 
Duporti (Jac.) Psalmi Grseoe. Ca^tU. 1666. 
Eliez (Edvardi G.) Tractatus Talmudici. Hamb. 1705. 
Ennii Q. Fragmenta Hesselii, Columns et aliorum Notis. 

Amst. 1707. 
Evangelia Gothica et Anglo-SaxonicaEdit Mareschalli, cui 

adjicitur Glossarium Grothicum. Dord* 1666. 
Euripidis Tragcediss aliquot Notis Brodaei. Paris. 
Eusebii Chronicon. H. Steph. 151S. 
Fabri (Tanad.) Epistolae. Salmur. 1659. 
Ferrarius (Octav.) de Re Vestiaria. fig. Patav. 1685. 
Freherus de Re^bus Sicilise et Apuleise. Han. 1611. 
Gallutii, Sabini, Virgilianse Vindicationes, &c. Rom. 1621. 
Gatakeri (Tbom.) de N. Testam. stylo Dissertatio. Land. 

1648. 
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Gibsoni (Edmund.) Chronioon Saxonicum. Oaon. 1692. 
Grabei (Ernest) Spicilegium Patrum, S vol. (Ch. Mag.) 

Oxon. 1699. 
Grsevii (Geor. Joan.) Syntagma Var. Dissertat Rariorum. 

Ultraj. 1702. 
Grammadcse Lat. Auctores Antiqui Ed. Putschii. Han.' 

1605. 
Grant (Ed.) Spicilegium Gr. Lingue. 
Gutherius (Jacob.) de Veteri Jure Pontificio Urbis Romse. 

Par. 1612. 
Harpocrationis Lexicon Gr. Ibid. 1620. 
— — ^— — Lexicon decem Oratorum Notis Blancardi, 

Maustaci et ValesiL Lugd. Bat. 1688. 
Hesiodus, Greece, Heinsii. 
Hesychii Lexicon Gr. Accur. Com. Schrevelio. Lugd. Bat. 

1668. 
Heylyn's (Peter) Description of the great World. Lond. 

1639. 
Hickesii (Georg.) Grammatica Anglo-Saxonica. Oxon. 

1689. 
Homeri Ilias Gr. Lat. per Jos. Barnes. Cantab. 1711. 

■ Odyssea Gr. Lat. per Jos. Barnes. Ibid. 1711. 
Horatius Rich. Bentleii Notis. Cani. 1711. 
Hottingeri (Joan. Henric) Etymologicum Orientale. Franc. 

1661. 

■ Gram. 4 ling. Heb. Chald. Syr. et Arab. Herd. 
1659. 

•Thesaur. Philol. seuClavisScriptursB. T'^. 1649. 



Hyde (Thom.) Hist. Relig. Veter. Persarum. O^Ton. 1701. 
Jamblichus in Nicomachi Greraseni Arithmeticam Introd. 

et de Fato, Notis Tennulii et Joachimi CamerariL Amst. 

1668. 

■ de Vita Pythagorae Notis Kusteri et Ulrici Ob- 

rechti cui adjicitur Porphyrius de Vita Pythag. Notis 

Holstenii et Ritterhudi. Amst. 1707. 
Index Homericus. 
Josephus Grorionides Hebraice et Latine Breithaupti Notis. 

1707. 
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Juliaxii Imperatoris Opera 6r. Lat Par. 1630. 
Juvenalis Hennenii Notb. UUrqj. 1689. 

Mancinelli et B. Ascensii Notis. Lugd. 1616. 

Eircheri (Conrad.) Concordantia Vet. Test Heb. et Graec 

8 vol. Franc. 1607. 
Lanquet'^s Epitome of Chronicles. Lond. 1669. 
Leslaeus (Joan.) de Origine Scotorum. Amst 1676. 
Leusdeni (Joan.) Clavis Hebr. Vet Test UUraj. 1688. 
Lipsii (Just) Opera quae ad Critica spectant Ante. 1686. 
Lucani Pharsalia Hortensii Notis. Bw, 
Lydii (Jacob.) Syntagma de Re Militari. Dordrecht. 1698. 
Maix^Uini Am. Historia Valesii. Par, 1686. 
Meibomii (Marc.) Antiq. Muncse Auctores Gr. Lat Amri. 

1662. 
Mercatoris Atlas Minor. Amh. 1621. 
Meursii (Jo.) Aristoxenus, Nicomachus, &c lAigd,Bai.\Sl^ 
' Athense Batavse cum fig. 
. Denarius Pythagoricus. Lugd. Bat. 1681. 

Eleusinia. Ibid. 1619. 

— Lectiones Atticse. Ibid. 1617. 

Panathensea. Ibid. 1610. 

— — «- de Archontibus Athen. Ibid. 1622. 
■ de Festis Graeoorum. Ibid. 

de Fortuna Athenanun. Ibid. 1622. 

— ^ de Le^bus Attids. Rhen. 1686. 

de Populis Attios. Lugd. Bat. 1616. 

— — - de Senatu Areopagitico. Ibid. 1624. 

de Regno Attico. Amst. 1688. 

— — — — Laconico. Ukr. 1687. 

Montfauoon (Bernard.) Diarium Italicum. Par. 1702. 

Moscopulus de examinand. Oratione Gr. R. Steph. 1646. 

Muratorii Anecdota Graeca. Patav. 1709. 

Neandri Opus Aureum et Scholasticum continet Pythagore 

carmina, Phocylidis, Theognidis, Trjrphiodori, &c. Poe- 

mata Gr. Lat. IAp$. 
Nicandri Theriaca Alexipharm. Gr. Lat cum caaaoeDX. 

Col. 1620. 
— — — cui adjicitur Aristotelis Rhetorica Gr. Frob. 1629- 
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Numismata cum fig. Abbatis de Camps. 

Oocoiiis (Adolph.) Imp. Rom. Numismata. Aug, Vind. 1601. 

Othonis (Geo.) Palaestra Linguar. Oriental. Frame. 1702. 

Ovidii Metamorphosis Comment. Lugd. 1519. 

Outram (Gul.) de Sacrifidis. Lond. 1677. 

Pa^ (Ant) Dissertatio Hypatica, seu de Consulibus Cse- 
sareis. Lugd. 1582. 

Palladii Historia Lausiaca Grseca Nods Meursii. Lugd. 
Bai. 1616. 

Palmerii (Joan.) in Auctores Grsec. Exercitationes. Lugd. 
Bat. 1668. 

Patrick'*s (Bishop) Comment, on the Bible, in eight vo- 
lumes. 

Pentateuchus Arabice. Lugd, Bat. 1622. 

Persius Pithoei Marcelli, &c. Comment. Lot. 1601. 

Pignorii (Laurent) de Servis Comment fig. Vind. 1618. 

Pindari Opera Gr. Lat Schmidii. Franc. 1616. 

Plautus Lambini Comment Aur. 1606. 

Plinii Epist et Panegyricus Catanaei Comm. Gen. 1625. 

Psalterium Arabice et Lat Edit Vict. Scialac. et Grabriele 
Sionita. Rom. 1614. 

Reinesii (Thom.) Variae Lectiones. AUenb. 1644). 

■ Epistolae. Lips. 1660. 

•— — Epistolae ad C. Daumium. Jen. 1670. 
' ad Nesteros. Lips. 1670. 

Rigaltii (Nicolai) Glossarium tacticum, &c. Lutet. 1601. 

Robertsoni Thesaurus Ling, sanct Lond. 1680. 

Rodni (Joan.) Antiquitates Romanae fig. Lugd. Bat. 1668. 

Rutgersii ( Jani) Variarum Lectionum lib. 6. Lugd. Bat. 
1618. 

Sallustius cum Comment 

'■■ ex Rec. Jos. Wasse. Cant. 1710. 

Sahnaai (Claud.) Ejnstolae. Lugd. Bat. 1656. 

de Re MihtarL Lugd. Bat. 1667. 

Scaligeri (Jos.) Opuscula Yaria. Par. 1610. 

Schaaf (Car.) Lexicon Syriacum. Lugd. Bat. 1709. 

Schotti (Andreas) Adapa nve Proverbia Grasca. Ant. 1612. 
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Schroderi (Jon. Joacch.) Thesaur. Ling. Armenics. AmH. 

1661. 
Scotti (Robert) Bibliopol. Lond. Catalogus Librorum ex 

variis Europ. part, advect. Lond. 1674. 
Seamani (Gulidni.) Grammatica Ling. Turdc. Oxon. 1670. 
Senecae Tragcediae Comment. Delrii. Par. 1690. 
Sherzer Tiifolium Orientate. Lips. 1663. 
Siculi (Diodori) Historia Greece. Bos. 
Somner^s (Will.) Antiquities of Canterbury. Lond. 1640. 
Sophocles Greece H. Stephani. H. Steph. 1568. 
Statins Barthii Animadver^onibus, S vol. Gygn. 1664. 
Stephani (H.) de bene instituend. Gr. Ling. Studiis. H.S. 

1586. 
Suetonius Torrentii Comment Ant. 1591. 
Terentio (II) Latino Coment. in Ling. Toscana. Ven. 1648. 
Themistii Orationes Gr. Lat Petavii. Par. 1618. 

Ad Thuani Historiam Index. Gen. 16S4. 
Tractatus Talmudici dicti Schabath. cum Comment. JLtpi. 

1661. 
TuUius (Thom.) de Justificatione Pauhna. Oxon. 1674. 
Tumebi (Adrian.) Adversaria. Aur, 1604. 
Vaillant (Jo.) Numismata Imperat Rom. Par. 1694. 
Valla (Laurent.) de Elegantia Lat Ling. Paris, R. Steph. 

1641. 
Vemey (Joan.) Thesaur. cultae Latinitatis adomatus. GoMid. 

170S. 
Vetus Testamentum Graec. ex Vers. 70 Interpret Land. 166S. 
Vinnii (Arnold.) Comment in quatuor Libros Imper. Insti- 

tutionum. Amst. 1666. 
Vossius de Vitiis Sermonis. Franc. 1666. 
Vossii (Jo. Ger.) Rhetorica. Lugd. Bat. 1680. 

Aristarchus, sive de Arte Gram. Amst. 1662. 

Wasei (Christoph.) Senarius, sive de Legib. Vet Poetanim. 

Oxon. 1687. 
Whitintonus (R.) de octo- partibus Qrationis, cui adjidtur 

Accidentia Stanbrigiana. 15S4. 
Wower (loan.) de Polymathia Tractado. Frob. 1608. 
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OCTAVO. 
Alexandri ab Alexandro Geniales Dies. Han. 1610. 
Almeloveen (Theod. ab) Fasti Consulares. Amst. 1705. 
Alvarii (Emm.) Grammatica Lat. Antv. 1S76. 
Antoninus Gr. Lat. Casauboni. Lond. 1643. 
Apollodorus Gr. Lat, Tan. Fabri edit. Salm. 1661. 
Apollodorus cui adjiciuntur Conon Grammat. Ptolemseus 
Hephest. F. Parthenius et Anton. Liberalis Ed. Gale. 
Par. 1676. 
ApoUonius Pergseus de sectione rationis per Halley. Oxon. 

1716. 
Aristidis Orationes Gr. Lat. P. Steph. 160S. 
Bartholini (Thorn.) Anatomia cum fig. Lugd. Bat, 1669* 
Bellarmin. (Rob.) de Scriptoribus Ecclesiasticis. C.Agr. 

1622. 
Berosi Antiquitates. WiUeb. 1612. 
Biblia Hebraica cum triplici Targum in Pentateuch. 

2 vol. 
Buchanani (Day.) Historia Animse Humans. 16S6. 
Bulenger (Julius Caesar) de Conviviis. Lugd. 1627. 
Busbequii (Aug.) Epistolse. 
Buxtorfii (Joan.) de Abbreviaturis Hebr. cui adjicitur Bib- 

liotheca Rabbin. Ba^. 1640. 
■ Lexicon Hebraicum. ^971^^. 1654. 

Bythneri (Victorini) Clavis Ling, sanct. CaaU. 1648.- 
Csesaris Comment. A. Gryph. 1686. 
Callimachus Gr. Lat. Varior. 2 vol. Gnevii Spanhem. et 

Bentleii Notis. Ultraj. 1697. 
Cavei (Gulielm.) Cartophylax Ecclesiasticus. Lond. 1685. 
Cioeronis Opera Joan. Georg. Grsevii Notis. 2 vol. AfMt. 
1699. 

■ Cato Major, de Amidtia, &c. Varior. 
— — Epist. Fam. Varior. 2 vol. Amat. 1677. 
de Officiis. 

i De Oratore per Tho. Cockpian. Oxon. 1696. 

I AcademicflB et Tusculanae Quaestiones et de Finibus, 

apud Gryph. Lvgd. 1574. 
.— — — Tuscul. Disputationes per Davis. Cant. 1709. 
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Clenardi (Nic.) Epistols. C. Plant. 1666. 

■ Grammatica Graeca* 

Crocii (Lud.) Tragoedias et Comoedie quaedam datae in 

CoUeg. Conimbricenu. Lugd. 1605* 
Demosthenis de Corona et iGachiiiiB in Ctesiphont Qra- 

tionea Gr. Lat. Oxon. 
Dionysii Periegesis Gr. Lat. cum Eustatbii Comment 

Oxon. 1697. 
Dodwelli (Hen.) Annales Vellaanae. 
Donati (Marcelli) et Steph. Diluddationes in Historic ali- 
quot Romanos. 
Erasmi Parapbrasis in Evang. Lucae. Antv. 1641. 
Euripidis Tragoediae Gr. Lat. per W. Piere (Ch. Mag.) 

Cant 1708. 
Eutropius Gr. Lat. edit. Tho. Heame. Oxon. 1703. 
Fabricii (Jo.) Bibliotheca Latina. Lond. 170S. 
Galei (Tho.) Opuscula Mythol. Phys. et Ethic. JmH. 

1688. 
— Rbetores Graeci. 
Genealogicon Latinum. Lond, 1711* 
Geograph. Vet. Script. Gr. Min. 3 vol. Owon. 1703. 
Goldasti (Melcb.) CenturiaEpist. Philol. Yar. Viror. Franc. 

1610. 
Gordon^B (Pat) Geograpbical Granmittr. Lond. 1711. 
Grammatical Rudimenta Lat. Metric. Lond. 1688. 
Diction. Franc, et Lat. per M. P. Brosaes. Gen. 16S6. 
Greenwood^s (James) English Grammar. Lond. 1723. 
Grotius (Hugo) de Jure Belli ac Pacis. An^t. 1670. 
Gruteri (Jani) Fax Artium Liberal. 8 vol. Fr. 1602. 
Hermogenes Rhetor. Gr. Lat cum Sturmii scholiis. 3 v<J. 

Bos. 1670. 
Herodian. Gr. Lat Boecleri Notis. Jrg. 1694. 

Gr. Lat. Oxon. 1678. 

Herodotus Lat Franc* 1596. 

Hesiodus Gr. Lat Clerici Notis. 

Hierocles Gr. Lat per Needham. Cant. 1709* 

Horatius in usum Delphini. Lond. 1782. 

Johnstoni (Joan.) Idea Univers. Medicinae. Jm^i. 1648. 



Digitized by 



Google 



NUMBER XXI. 4SS 

Italic* Gramm. Lanfredini. Par. 1688. 

Ker (Joan.) Selects Observat. Ling. Lat L(md. 1709. 

Kidder^s (Rich.) Comment on the Pentateuch. 8 vol. Land. 

1694. 
Linacer (Tho.) de Emend. Struct. Lat Serm. £. Steph. 

1550. 
Livius Tit cum Annotat Godeleviei. Frcmc, 1578. 
— ex Rec. Tho. Ueame. 8 vol. Oxon. 1708. 
Longinus de Sublimitate Gr. Lat Oxon. 1710. 
Lucianus Gr. Lat per Leedes. C€vnt. 1704. 
Machiavelli (Nic.) Princeps. Lugd. Bat. 1640. 
Macrobius Varior. Comment 
Malake Historia Chronica. Oxon. 1691. 
Maximus (Valerius.) C. Plani. 1574. 
Maye (Georg.) Institutiones Ling. Hebr. Lugd. 16SS. 
Meursii (Jo.) CriticuB Amobianus. Lugd. BcU. 1598. 
de Funere Rom. cui adjidtur de Puerperio. Hag. 

1604. 
Misson, Nov. Voyage d'ltalie. S vol. Hag. 1694. 
Moeris, Attidsta, de vodbus Attids et Hellenids. Martinus 

(Georg.) Gr. Lit. de Pronunc. Oxon. 1712. 
Munsteri (Seb.) Grammatica Hebraica. Bos. 1552. 
Nelson^s (Rob.) Fasts and Festivals. Lond. 1705. 
Nov. Medi. pour apprendre la Lang. Grecq. Par. 1678. 
Paterculus (Velldus.) Oxon. 1711. 
Perrault, Hommes lUustres. Par. 1701. 
Plautus cum Varior. Notb. 2 vol. Amst. 1684. 
Pontani (Jacob.) Progymnasmata Latinitatis. Fr. 1648. 
De Pronundatione vera Gr. et Lat. Comment. Bezae, Me- 

cherchi, Lipsii, &c. H. Steph. 1587. 
Relandi (Adriani) Analecta Rabbinica. UUr. 1702. 
Rhodigini (Coelii) Lectiones Antiquie. 8 tcmi. Lugd. 1562. 
Schedius (Elias) de Diis G^rmanis. « 

Scoti (Alex.) Grammatica Grseca. Lugd. 1613. 
Senecse Tragoediae ex Rec. Scriverii. Lugd. Bat. 1621. 
Sophodes Gr. Lat. cum Scholiis. Cant. 1665. 
Stephani (Hen.) Ciceronian. Lexicon. Gr. Lat H. Steph. 

1657. 
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Stephani (Hen.) Vera Pronundatio Ling. 6r. Lat. H.Stepk. 

1687. 
Stradse (Fam.) Prolusiones Academics. Lugd. 1627. 
Tatiani Oratio ad Graeoos. Gr. Lat« Oxon. 1700. 
Terentius in usum Delphini. Lond. 1728. 
Terence, les Comedies, par Dacier. 9, torn. Par. 1699* 
Testamentum Nov. Gr. ex edit. Buck. Cant. 
Yegetii, Frontin], et alionim de re militaii libii. WewlitB. 

1670. 
Verrii Flaod quae extant, et Pomp. Festus Scaligeri Not 

Gen. 1598. 
Virgilius cum Notis Varior. 8 vol. 
Xen<^hon Gr. Lat 3 vol. Oxm. 1696. 
Zouchd (Ric.) Qusestiones Juris Civilis. Oxon. 1660. 
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Acolyte, Colet no more 
at his taking preferment, ao. 

Albert's *' Parva Logicalia," 157. 

Alcock, John, bishop of Ely, 
endows a school at Kingston- 
upon-Hull, 91. 

Aleyn, Dr. afterwards archbi- 
shop of Dublin, a legatee of 
dean Colet, 202. 

Ammonius, And. his death, 186. 
his character, 187. 

Andreas, Bern, tutor to prince 
Arthur, 109. 

Andiew, Mr. benefiurtor to St. 
Paul's school, 226. 

Andrews, Lancelot, bishop of 
Winton, 322. 

Antlin's, St., church, beautified 
by sir H. Colet, 6. 

Appleby, a school there, 91. 

Aquinas, Tho. not aflfected by 
Colet, 49. 

Arthur, prince, bom in sir H. 
Colet's mayoralty, 2, 109. 

Ascham, Rog. 326. 

Ascough, Philip, high master 
of St. Paul's school, 331. 

Athenians sacrificed a ram to 
Conidas the instructor of 
Theseus, 326. 

Auricular Confession condemn- 
ed by Colet, 68. 

Aylmer, bishop, 343. 

Aylmer, sir Laur. fined by the 
king's officers, 5. 

Bachelor of dirinity, what re- 
quired for that degree, 46. 

Baffford the antiquary, 229. 

Bale's account of Colet's writ- 



ings, 173. 
Banbrughe, John, a legatee in 

dean Colet's will, 202. 
Basil, St. on Isaiah, translated 

by Erasmus, 151. 
Bentley, Dr. Rich, his epitaph 

on Roger Cotes, 370. 
Binton, school there, 90. 
Bloys, Henry de, bishop of 

Winchester, 105. 
Blondele, Richard, an account 

of, 358. 
Bond, R. 326. 
Botevant, prebend in the church 

of York, 18. 
Bow and arrows, the way of 

teaching the alphabet by 

them, 156. 
Boy-bishop, the superstition of 

Colet's time, 124. 
Bradford, Sam. bishop of Ro- 
chester, 373. 
Bricot, fnar, Colet's enemy, 181. 
Brome, Colet's fiiend, 29. 
Broughton, Hugh, 322. 
Brounsby, prebend in the church 

of St. Paul, 185. 
Brundly school, 326. 
Bucer, Mart 84. 
Buchanan's book for the use of 

the earl of Cassils, 122. 
Budeus, Will, a friend of Colet, 

21. letter to him about Co- 
let's death, 204. 
Burton, Will, an account of, 

344- 
Cain, dispute between Erasmus 
and Colet about his offence, 
34- 
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Calamy, Dr. Beiy. an account 

of, 354. 

Cambridge, the state of it in 
Colet*8 time, 16. 

Camden, Will, account of, 343. 

Capei, sir Will, his prosecu- 
tion, 5. 

Carmelian, Pet. excused from 
paying a subsidy to the king, 
19a. 

Cassils, earl of, 123. 

Cave, sir Ambrose, 320. 

Cecyl, secretary, 320. 

Celibacy of the clergy, infinite 
scandals thereof, 1 01. 

Chaloner^ sirTho. 320. 

Chancellors, why so called, 104. 

Charles V. emperor, entertained 
by king Henry VIII. 119. 

Chamocl^ Rich, very hospita- 
ble to Erasmus at Oidbrd, 
a8. recommends him to Co- 
let, 29. 

Cheap, West, cross rebuilt in a 
beautiful manner, 2. 

Chichester, school there, 90. 

Churchill, John duke of Marlbo- 
rough, an account of him, 
372. 

Cirencester, school there, 90. 

Claymond, Jo. Erasmus's letter 
to htm, 107. 

Coeles, Pet. relieved by dean 
Colet, 85. 

Colet, Christian, mother of John 
Colet, of the family of the 
Knevet8» 7. had children 
twenty-two, eleven sons and 
eleven daughters, who all died 
before her, ib. her patience 
under the loss of them, 9. 
dies above the age of ninety, 
ib. 

Colet, sir Henry, father to Dr. 
Colet,!. his wisdom and ho- 
nesty, ib, wealth and riches, 
ib. elder sheriff of London 
17th Edw. IV. 2. no friend 



to Richard III. ib. a great 
fiivourite of Henry VII. ib. 
lord nuiyor of London in the 
beginning of this reign, ib. 
his carver, John Perdval, 
made sheriff of London, 3. 
courage in difficult times, ib. 
justice upon a perjured per- 
son, ib. gives his single bond 
for the public fsith, 4. a 
copy of the bond, 277. puts 
his seal to a public treaty, 
4. protected from Dudley 
and Empson, ibid, lord 
mayor a second time, 6. re- 
pairs the church of St. An- 
thony, and gives a window, 
ib. benefactor to the church 
of great St. Mary in Cam- 
bridge, ib. death and burial 
at Stepney, ib. his will, 398. 

Colet, John, dean, eldest son 
of his parents, 7. bom at 
London in St. Antlin*s pa- 
rish, ib. jBducated in the 
school of' that parish, 8. 
early disposition to piety and 
religion, 10. studies divinity 
atOxon, ib. ignorance of the 
Greek tongue, 12. chooses 
his profession, 18. presented 
to his first living, Denyngton 
in Sufift>]k, by sir William 
Knevet, ib. to a prebend in 
the church of York, ib. to 
Thryning in Hundngdon- 

' shire by his father, 19. only 
acolite when presented to his 
benefices, 20. canon of St. 
Martin*s-le-Grand, ib. tra- 
vels into France and Italy, 
21. natural propensities, 23. 
return to Oxford, 26. divi- 
nity lecture in Oxon, 28. ac- 
quaintance there with Eras- 
mus and Chamock, 28. dis- 
putation with Erasmus about 
the agonies of our Saviour, 
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38. aversion to the school- 
men^ 47. is made dean of 
St PauPs and doctor of di- 
vinity, 56. table, and way of 
life, 72. is made rector of 
the gild in St. Paurs, 75. 
troubles from the bishop of 
London and others, 78. ar- 
ticles upon which he was 
prosecuted, 80. design in 
founding his school, 91. fa- 
miliarity with sir Thomas 
More, 139. sermon before 
the clergy in convocation, 
160. a copy of the sermon, 
239. a translation of it, 25 1 . 
account of his writings, 173. 
deliverance, and the king's 
fevour to him, 181. preacher 
in ordinary to the king, and 
privy counsellor, 1 85. settles 
the afiairs of his church, 199. 
his last will, 201,400,403. 
estate, 225,278. epitaph, 227. 
letters to Erasmus and others, 
265 — 273. his Institution of 
a Christian Man, 381. Pro- 
heme to his Rudiments, 388. 

Colet, John, fellow-commoner 
of Clare haU, nearly related 
to Dr. Colet, 229. 

Colet, Rob. esq. father to sir 
Henry, 6. 

Colet, others of the same name, 
230. 

Colet, Tho. his death and bu- 
rial, 230. 

Collier, Jer. his omission of 
Colet*s troubles, 84. 

Collingwood, dean of Lichfield, 
introduces preaching in his 
cathedral, 59. 

Compton, Spencer, 373. 

Conidas, instructor of Theseus, 
326. 

Cook, John, high master of St. 
Paul's school, his life, 318. 

Cooper, Spencer, 373. 



Corker, William, account of 
him, 356. 

Cotes, Roger, account of, 369. 

Cromleholme, Sam. high mas- 
ter of St. Paul's school, his 
life, 325- 

Cumberland, bishop, an account 
of, 366. 

Curleus, Nic. an executor of 
Dr. Colet's will, 203. 

Dancaster, Will, a legatee in 
Dr. Colet's wiU, 202. Eras- 
mus's letter to him, 205. . 

Davies, sir Thomas, account of, 

358.. 
Demetrius, 22. 

Denny, sir Anth. 317. account 

of, 336- 

Denyngton in Suffolk, kept by 
Colet to his death, 12, 231. 

Dionysius, his works read by 
Colet, 12. 

Divinity lectures, the subject of 
them formerly, 63. 

Doctor of grammar and rhe- 
toric, crowned with laurel, 
109. 

Dodington, George, account of, 

3^7- 

Dumesford, prebend in the 
church of Sarum, 19. 

Edward IV. founds a divinity 
lecture at Oxon, 46. 

Erasmus at Stepney with Colet, 
8. his ignorance of Greek at 
his coming to Cambridge, 
16. first essay in that lan- 
guage, ib. friendship with 
Colet, 28. friends in Eng- 
land, ib. tutor to lord Mont- 
joy and Tho. Grey of the 
Dorset family, ib. diverted 
from going to Rome, ib. 
conversation at Oxford, 32. 
epistles to Colet, 31, 39* 57. 
134, 274. compositions by 
him for St. Paul's school, 
124^-129, 384. opinion of 
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too much severity, 154. not 
hasty for the reformation, 
183. had a pension from 
Colet, 203. is recommended 
to sir Henry Guildford by 
dean Colet, 204. his lamen- 
tation for the death of dean 
Colet, ib. ** Concio de puero 
'' Jesu," 285. '* Christiaoi 
** Hominis Institutum,'* 384. 
Empson and Dudley's prosecu- 
tion of mayors and 8herifi&, 
5. their prosecution hinted 
at in the Latin Grammar, 
117. 
Fagius, Paul, 84. 
Famabie, Tho. 323. 
Farnworth, a school there, 91. 
Ferdinand, Gundisalvus, 189. 
Ferrar, Nic. a relation of dean 

Ck)]et, 229. 
Fisher, Christ, entertuns Eras- 
mus at Paris, 57. 
Fisher^ bishop John, chancellor 
of the university of Cam- 
bridge, 13. 
Fitz-Jaroes, bishop of London, 
an enemy to Colet, 78. founds 
a school at Binton in Somer- 
setshire, 90, 
Fordington prebendary in the 

church of Sarum, 1 89. 
Forfar, Archibald earl of, an 

account of him, 371. 
Fox, Rich, bishop of Winches- 
ter, only skilled in the Latin 
tongue, 13. 
France, the reason of travelling 

thither, 22. 
Francis king of France, his in- 
terview with Henry VIII. 
223. 
French schoolmasters' cruelty, 

153- 

Freeman, Thomas, high mas- 
ter of St. Paul's school, 318. 

Frith, John, his conquest over 
sir Tho. More, 145. 



Fuller, Tho. his ''Abel Redivi- 
" vus" censured, 217. 

Gaguinus's " History of France," 
its character, 30. 

Gale, dean of York, his kind- 
ness to St. Paul's school, 
226. 

Gale, Tho. D.D. high master 
of St. Paul's school, his life, 
326. 

Garrard, Will, one of the ex- 
ecutors of Dr. Colet, 203. 

Gentry, the way formerly used 
in their education, io6. 

George, St. Soworke, fraternity 
there, 184. 

Germany and northern parts 
neglected by English stu- 
dents, 23. religious houses 
there better than in other 
places, 196. 

Gill, Alex. sen. high master 
of St Foul's school, his life, 
322. 

Gill, Alex. jun. high master 
of St. Fold's school, his life, 

.323- 
Gipps, Thomas, an account of, 

357- 
Gonel, Will. Erasmus's letter 

to him, 127. 
Gower, Humphrey, an account 

of, 360. 
Grafton, his account of Colet's 

foundation, 95. 
Grammar sdiools in Londim, 

104. 
Gravesend, Rich, de, bishop of 

London, his inventory, 77. 
Grocyne, Will, one of dean 

Colet's lecturers, 60, 219. 

named by Dr. Young in bis 

will, 191. 
Guilford, sir Hen. a patron of 

Erasmus, 203. 
Hale, near Wendover, birth- 
place of sir Henry Colet, 

T. 
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Harena, Elii. de> mother of 
Andrew Ammonius, residuary 
executor to Andrew Ammo- 
niua, 187. 

Harman, John, bishop of Exe- 
ter, endows a sdiool at Sut- 
ton Colfield, 91. 

Harrison, John, high master 
of St. Paul's school, his life, 
321. 

Hartgrave, master of Brundley 
school, 326. 

Henry VII. favours sir Henry 
Golet, 3. 

Henry VIIL his kindness to 
dean Colet, 185. drawn to 
write against Luther, 147. 
bred a scholar, and skilled in 
divinity, 54. 

Heretics to be put to death, 
how proved by scripture, 1 75 . 

Heriot, sir Will, lord mayor, a 
weak man, 4. 

Holland, Henry, his account of 
Colet, 217. 

Holland, its schools censured. 

Holt, John,^ firat printed a 

grammar m England, 118, 

119. 
Hooper, Geoige, bishop of Bath 

and Wells, 373. 
Hopwood^ Rob. legatee of Dr. 

Colet, 202. 
How, John, 369. 
Howson, John, 343. 
Jennings, Stephen, endows a 

school at Wolverhampton in 

Stafibrdshire, 91. 
** Institution of a Christian 

** Man'* approved by Henry 

Vm. 127. 
Johnson, Shunuel, account of, 

3Sa. 
Jones, Rich, high master of 

St. Foul's school, 318. his 

life,ib. 
Ipswkh, a school there, 91. 



Italy, why visited by our nobi- 
lity and gentry, 23. 

Ithel, Benj. esq. his picture of 
Dr. Colet, 224. 

Justus Jonas, his earnestness 
for the life of Colet, 211. 
an account of, 397. 

'* Juvencus" recommended, 157. 

Kennedy, Gilbert, earl of Cas- 
sils, 122. 

Kimbolton, built by the duke 
of Manchester, 372. 

Kingston-upon-Hull, a school 
there, 91. 

Knevet, dean Colet*s mother of 
that family, 7. 

Kneyswortb, sir Tho. prosecut- 
ed by Empson, 5. 

" Lactantius" recommended by 
dean Colet, 157. 

Lancaster (house of) and York 
united, 2. 

Lane, Edw. an c^bcount of, 346. 

Langley John, high master 
of St. Paul's school, his life, 

324- 

Langton, Tho. bishop of Win- 
chester, endows a school at 
Appleby in Westmorland, 91. 

Latimer, Hugh, his account of 
dean Colet's trouble, 83. 

Latimer, Will, teaches bishop 
Fisher Greek, 14. 

Lee, Edw. adversary to Eras- 
mus, 206. 

Leicester, Rob. Dudley, earl of, 
3ao. 

Leiand, John, an account of, 

339- 
Leng, John, buhop of Norwich, 

373- 
Libanius' ''Declamations" first 

translated by Erasmus, 16. 
Lichfield, Dr. Will, chancellor 

of St Paul's, his death, 1 89. 
Lilly, George, his ** Chronicle," 

97. character of Colet, 220. 

short account of him, 317. 

Ff 
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LiUy, Will, his trarels abroad, 
32. first high master of St. 
FauVs school, 95. writes 
some parts of the Common 
Grammar, 113, 114, 11 8» 
119. his life, 315. 

Linacer, Tho. studies Gredk at 
Florence, 21. his Crrammar, 
121. 

Longlond, bishop, his character 
of Colet's preaching, 396. 

Lucca, in Italy, 187. 

Lucy, the lady Theophila, 361. 

Lupset, Tho. a legatee in Dr. 
Colet's will, 202. Erasmus's 
letter to him about Colet*s 
death, 206. account of, 333. 

Luther favoured by Erasmus, 
146. 

Macclesfield, a school there, 91. 

M^jor, John, D.D. his Expou- 
tion of St. Paul's Epistles in 
that cathedral, 61. 

Malin, or Mfdim, Wm. high 
master of St.Riul'8 school, 
his life, 320. 

Manchester, a school there, 90. 

Manchester, duke of, an ac- 
count of him, 371. 

Margaret countess of Richmoiid 
endows her school at Wyn- 
boum in Dorsetshire, 91. 

Marlborough, duke of, see 
Churchifi. 

Marshall, Dr.Nath. preaches at 
Mr. Blondel's funeral, 358. 

Mary, princess, king Henry 
VIII. 's daughter, Linaoer's 
book designed for her use, 
121. 

Manr, virgin, Erasmus's Pravers 
or Invocation in Cambridge 
to her, 131. 

Masters of St. Paul's school, 
list 0^315. 

Me^ot, Dr. Rich, an account 
of, 354- 

Mercers repair sir H. Colet's 



tomb, 6, 7. dean Colet leaves 
them gaveraoEs of hb school, 
98. 

Mdancthon, Phil, his judgment 
of Linacer's book, " De e- 
** mendata Stsuctura Lat 
"Serm." lao. 

Biilton, John, an acoount of, 

347- 

Mirandula, Jo. Picus, his com- 
plaint against the common 
way of Mucation, 55. 

Monnoz, Geo. mayor of Lon- 
don, endows a school at 
Waltham-Stow in Essex, 91. 

Monastic life much abused, 65, 
196. 

Mon^oy, lord, pupil of Eras- 
mus, 26. 

More, sir Thomas, reads pub- 
lic^ at Ozford on St. Aus- 
tin " de Civitate Dei," 27. 
used hardly by his father at 
Oxford, ib. the greatest wit 
at that time m the ialand, 
35. his letter to Col^ 139. 
exposes the superstitions of 
the Romish church in Us 
''Utopia," 145. oomplainsof 
the vulgar method of teach- 
ing grammar, 157. writes to 
Erasmus an account of the 
death of Ammonhis, 187. 
his opinion of Colet's ser- 
mon, 252. 

Morgan, Dr. a dignitary of St 
Paul's, 202. akgateeofDr. 
Colet's, ib. 

Morland, BenJ. hi^ master of 
St. Paul's schod, 33 a. 

M<mon, archbishop of Canter- 
bury, 118. 

Mulcaater, Rkh. hi^ master 
of St. Paul's school, his life, 

331- 
Munsier, tumults there a great 
prejucUce to the reformation, 
183. 
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Neinus^ John, master of th$ 
Liliaii school at Lorain, ia8. 

Nelson, Robert, an account of, 
361. 

Nevil, Alex, his "Norvicus," 
9a. 

Nicholls, Will, an account o^ 

357- 
Nieodemus, his gospel affixed 

to a pillar in Canterbury. 

64. 
Nightingale, Th. account o^ 

333- 

North, sir Edw. 317. an ac- 
count of, 337. 

Northey, sir Edw. an account 

oft 373- 

Nowel, Alex, a great &vourer 
of St. Paul's school, 342. 

Oldham, bbhop Hugh, founda- 
tion of his school at Man- 
chester, 90. a common friend 
of learning, 194. his piefier- 
ments, ib. 

Oxford, die low estate of learn- 
ing there in Colet's time, 
15. lectures of Colet there, 
36. 

Pace, Dr. R. banters an igno- 
rant preacher, 50. great ad- 
vocate for the Greek tongue, 
52,303. dedication to Colet, 

^3h 391- 
Paget, sir Will. 31 7. an account 

of, 336. 
P^ker, archbishop, his account 

of Colet's prosecution, 176. 
Pftul's epistles read upon by 

Dr. Colet, 45. 
Paul's school, inscriptions in, 

373. benefactors to, 376. 

sermons at the anniversary, 

379. catalogue of the library 

diere, 409. 
Penton, Steph. principal of Ed- 
mund hall, 139. 
Pqyys, Samuel, an account of, 

3S»- 



Perdval, lady Thomasin, en- 
dows a school at St. Mary 
Wike in Devonshire, 91. 

Percival, sir John, carver to sir 
H. Colet, mayor, made she- 
riff by drinking to him, 3. 
endows a school at Maccles- 
field, 91. 

Perry, gave exhibitions to St. 
Pau]*s school, 336. 

Pett, Peter, an account of, 349. 

Philip king of Castile, cast upon 
the coast of Cornwall, 119. 
his arrival celebrated in La- 
tin verse by W. Lilye, ib. 

Physicians to be approved by 
the dean of Paul's, 1 84, 396. 

Pitts, too large in the works of 
his authors, 173. 

Plague at London, 89. at Cam- 
bridge, ib. 

Poet-laureat why so called, 108. 

Politianus, 33. 

Postlethwayte, John, high mas- 
ter of St. Paul's school, his 
life, 339. 

Prayers by Erasmus for the use 
of St. Foul's school, 1 39. 

Professor of dirinity's blunder, 
176. 

Reynolds, Dr. Edw. bishop of 
Norwich, funeral sermon on 
J. Langley, 334, 335. an ac- 
count of him, 355. 

Rhetoric, Colet's opinion of it, 

158. 
Richard de Gravesend, bishop 
of London, his inventory, 

77. 
Richmond, Margaret countess 

of, see Margaret. 
Ritwyse, John, second high 

master of St. Paul's school, 

recommended by Erasmus, 

153. his life, 317. 
Rosewell, Samud, account of> 

368. 
RcMilston, a school there, 90. 

Ff3 
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Ruthal, Tho. bishop of Dur- 
ham, endows a school at Ci- 
rencester, 90. 

Salem, how interpreted, 176. 

Scarborough, sir Charles, ac- 
count of, 350. 

Schoolmasters, Erasmus's de- 
fence of them, 148. 

Scribes, scarcity of them in 
England, 127. 

Sedulius recommended by dean 
Colet to his school, 157. 

Selling, Will. 219. 

Senes in Tuscany, 192. 

Shene near Richmond, Dr. Co- 
let's house there, 222. 

Sherbom, Rob. bishop of St. 
David's, Colet's predecessor, 
his preferment, 56. founds a 
school at Roulston in Staf- 
fordshire, 90. 

Shragar, Will, executor to Dr. 
Young, 191. 

Sixtine, John, Colet's friend^ a 
learned physician, 35, stu- 
dies at Oxford, ib. his death, 
191. 

Skelton, John, tutor of prince 
Henry, and poet-laureat, 109. 

Skinner, Will, executor to Dr. 
Young, 191. 

Smalridge, bishop, his epitaph 
on Nelson, 362. 

Smith, Jeremiah, 369. 

Smith, Robert, 370. 

Smith, Tho. translates Colet's 
sermon, 249. an account of 
him, 356. 

Smith, Will, bishop of Lincoln, 
endows a school at Fam- 
worth in Lancashire, 91. 

Sowle, John, a Carmelite, his 
lectures at St. Paul's, 62. 

Speusippus, his custom in his 
school, 154. 

Stafford, Geo. his lectures at 
Cambridge, 28, 83. 

Stanbridge, Jo. a noted gram- 



marian, 119. 
Standish, a bitter enemy to £- 

rasraus, 13. and to Colet, 

177. 
State of schools before dean 

Colet's foundation, 103. 
Statutes of St. Paul's school, 

302. 
Stepney, a house there left by 

dean Colet for the master of 

St. Paul's, 8. 
St.Mary Wike, a school there, 

91- 
Stoccleus, 219. 

Stone, Walt, vicar of Stepney, 

a3i- 

Story, Edw. bishop of Chiches- 
ter, founds a school there, 
90. 

St. Stephen's chapel, Westmin- 
ster, 319. 

Sutton Colfield, a school there. 
91. 

Swart, Mart, in rebellion, 2. 

Sweden, its monuments of an- 
tiquity, 23. 

Swinsted in Huntingdonshire, 
194. 

Talbot, sir John, 369. 

Taylor, John, 191. 

Theseus, feast of, 326. 

Thomists, their great prevalence, 

54. 
Throgmorton, WiU. 191. 
Thyrning in Huntingdonshire^ 

Colet rector there, 19. 
Tonstal, Cuthb. a good Grecian, 

14. 
Tooke, Thomas, an account of, 

368. 
Trevor, sir John, an account of, 

370. 
Turin, the siege of, 217. 
Vannes, Peter de, 187. 
Vaughan, Edw. preferred by 

Colet, 185. 
Vergil, Polyd. contemporary 

with Colet, To« 
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VitelliuSy Corn, teaches Greek 

at OzoD, 95. 
Vives, Lud. 122. 
Urswicke, Christ 18. 
" Utopia" of sir Tho. More, a- 

gainst 8upereUtion» 94. 
Wainfleet, bishop of Winton^ 

founds three schools, 107. 
Walthamstow, a school there, 

Wardeboys in Huntmgdonshire, 

194. 
Warham, archbishop, protects 

Colet, 82. approves of bis 

convocation sermon, 159. 
Warner, Dr. reads lectures at 

Cambridge, 27. 
West, Nic. bishop of Ely, 192. 
Whitaker, Dr. Wm. account of, 

340- 
Whitgift, John, archbishop of 
Canterbury, 8. 



Whittington, Robert, a gram- 
marian, 119. 

Wickam, Will. 15. 

Wolsey, cardinal^ founds a 
school at Ipswich, 91. 

Wolverhampton, a school there, 
91. 

Wood, Ant. his account of Co- 
let*s education, 1 2. 

Wotton, sir Henry, his remark 
on Henry VII. 56. 

Writhlington prebend of Sa- 
rum hdd by Ammonius, 189. 

Wymbom in Devonshire, a 
school there, 91. 

York, Colet prebendary there, 
18. 

Young, Dr. 189. his prefer- 
ments, 190. 

Youngr, John, bishop of Calli- 
poli, 190. 
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